to cross the ocean,
one must have faith
in the navigator,
similarly, to cross
the samsaric ocean
one must have faith
in the Guru.
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Editorial

Is India a Major Economy?

Renowned economist Surjit Bhalla has served as a member of
Prime Minister Modi’s Economic Advisory Council and has held
the position of Executive Director at the International Monetary
Fund; consequently, the economic indicators he has analyzed
constitute not merely a critique of the government, but also raise
extremely serious questions. He has highlighted the paradox that
while the BJP is at the ‘zenith’ of'its political power, it is faltering
on the economic front. While the electoral victory in Bengal is
undoubtedly historic, the economy is currently losing ground. The
country's economy is weak and underperforming; indeed, there is
no guarantee that it will not slide further into the ‘lowest’ tier.
According to economist Bhalla, India currently ranks 9th in terms
of GDP growth. It stands 8th in terms of per capita GDP growth
and 16th when measured by per capita growth in U.S. dollar terms.
Bangladesh holds the top spot with an annual per capita growth
rate of 8.3 percent. Even a war-torn nation like Ethiopia—a land
of sun-scorched faces—ranks second with a GDP growth rate of
7.2 percent. In U.S. dollar terms, India’s per capita growth stands
at 4.7 percent, placing the country at the 16th position. Based on
this data provided by Dr. Bhalla, a pertinent question naturally
arises: Is India truly a ‘major economy,’ or does it still remain
categorized as a ‘fragile economy’? The renowned economist’s
primary concerns revolve around private and foreign investment
(which averages 32 percent) and the persistent depreciation of the
‘Rupee’ over the past seven years. Exports, too, have witnessed a
significant decline. A second analysis comes from Prof. Santosh
Mehrotra. He, too, is a ‘development economist’ of international
repute. During the period of2009—2014, he served as the Director
General of the ‘Institute of Applied Manpower Research’ under
the Planning Commission (a position equivalent to that of a
Secretary in the Government of India). To this day, he continues
to serve as a Visiting Professor of Economics at several
universities, including institutions in the UK and Moscow. Prof.
Mehrotra has conducted an analytical study revealing that
approximately 121 million young people in India are neither
studying nor working. Of these, about 80 million identify their
occupation as 'agriculture'—likely their ancestral vocation. Such
a vast pool of young labor is going to waste because these
individuals remain unemployed.

Manisha Bhargava

“It's now or never forus” —

Ricky Ponting backs Punjab

Kings to play fearless crlcket in crucial Lucknow clash

Prateek Bhargava
Lucknow. Punjab Kings
(PBKS) are keeping things
simple and positive ahead of
their final league match of the
IPL 2026 season. The team is in
Lucknow to face Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) at the
Ekana Cricket Stadium on
Saturday evening. Even though
the last few weeks have been
tough, the message from the
camp is clear: forget recent
results and get back to the
winning brand of cricket that
saw them dominate the first half
of the tournament.

With a playoff spot on the
line, the Kings are treating this
as a clean slate. Speaking at the
pre-match press conference on
Friday, Head Coach Ricky
Ponting mentioned that the
mood in the dressing room is
calm, relaxed, and ready for the
challenge.

“There’s a really good,
positive vibe around the group,
it’s been really relaxed. We’ve
got quite an experienced group
of players so they know how to
go about getting themselves
prepared for big games, and [
guess there’s no hiding from the
fact that it’s now or never for us
as a team in this tournament. So
I’'m really excited about
tomorrow. I’'m excited about
what this group is capable of,
and I think we all saw in the first
seven games of the season just
how good this team can play.”

Addressing the challenge
posed by Lucknow, Ponting
noted that teams with nothing to

lose can be highly
unpredictable, which is why he
wants his side to match that
intensity with an aggressive
approach of their own. “I think
teams in situations like this can
be very dangerous. Lucknow
going into tomorrow, apart from
probably personal pride and
pride for the franchise's
performance, they've really got
nothing else to lose. But we
understand that, and that's the
way that [ want my boys to play
as well. I want us to be fearless
and [ want us to be daring. I want
us to take the game on and not be
worried about the negative
things that might happen.”
Ponting also pointed out that
T20 cricket often comes down
to minor details, meaning total
focus on individual execution is
what will tip the scales back in
the Kings' favor. “It's really
important we focus on the
positive things and what you can
do as an individual player to
make an impact on the game

there and then. These games in
the IPL are decided by very, very
fine margins. You've only got to
be off by a couple of balls here
and there, or one of your
batsmen might take a bad
option, or a freakish piece of
fielding to change the
momentum. So we're aware of
that, but we just need to know
that we need to play our best
game tomorrow.” The coaching
staff maintains absolute beliefin
the squad's core strengths,
praising both strike bowler
Arshdeep Singh’s work ethic in
a high-scoring tournament and
captain Shreyas Iyer’s
exceptional leadership. “In the
last few games, we’ve probably
seen Arshdeep getting back to
his best. The IPL is becoming a
much higher-scoring
competition, and [’ve been
extremely happy and proud of
the way he has gone about his
cricket. He leaves no stone

unturned as far as his
preparation’s concerned.
Alongside  him, Shreyas'

leadership around the group has
been exceptional. He’s a very
mature leader now who
understands how to get the best
out of his players. Every time
that he speaks, every one of our
players looks up and listens.”

Punjab Kings will face
Lucknow Super Giants at the
Ekana Cricket Stadium on
Saturday, May 23, at 7:30 PM
IST.

“Two steps away from what we have manifested from day one,”

says Krunal as RCB finish league stage at the top of the table

Head Coach Andy Flower, Krunal Pandya, Venkatesh Iyer and Devdutt Padikkal
reﬂect on RCB ﬁnlshmg atop the pomts table headlng into the playofts

Prateek Bhargava partnerships in men’s T20
Hyderabad. Despite a 55-run  cricket with 211 stands.
defeat  against  Sunrisers Bhuvneshwar Kumar also

Hyderabad in their final league
fixture, Defending Champions
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) concluded the league
stage at the top of the points table
with 18 points and a superior net
runrate, ending the league phase
strongly ahead of the playoffs.
The match also saw Captain
Rajat Patidar register his fourth
half-century of the season, while
Virat Kohli extended his record
for the most  50-plus

continued to lead the Purple Cap
standings with 24 wickets this
season.Reflecting on the team's
achievement of finishing at the
top of the table, Krunal Pandya
said, "It's not just today's game,
butit's actually the effort we have
put in for the last two and a half
months. Obviously the result
didn't go our way, but this was
our first goal and to achieve that
after 14 games is a pretty
satisfying feeling. Now we are

two steps away from what we all
have manifested from day one of
the start of the season." Krunal
also put in a valuable all-round

contribution against SRH,
scoring 41 off 31 balls and
picking up the crucial wicket of
Heinrich Klaasen at an important
stage of the innings. "They had
the experience of bowling on this
ground and executed their
slower balls really well. Getting
Klaasen's wicket was crucial and
I am happy with the way I was
able to contribute. But at the end
of the day, what matters is that

golden trophy. That is the goal."
RCB Head Coach Andy Flower
praised the team's consistency
throughout a highly competitive
league campaign. "To finish top
of the league at the end of the
group stage is a great effort.
There are 10 very good teams in
this competition and we've seen
how competitive every side has
been. Even teams lower down
the table have shown how
dangerous they can be when
they play with freedom."
Venkatesh Iyer provided RCB
with an aggressive start at the top

of the order, smashing 44 runs
off just 19 deliveries and setting
the tone early in the chase. "In a
big tournament, to be top of the
table shows what we've
achieved as a team. There is
constant  pressure in a
tournament like the IPL and
you've got to enjoy the small
victories as well. This is one
achievement that the entire team
is going to cherish and it gives us
confidence heading into the
playoffs." Devdutt Padikkal
emphasized the importance of
carrying the team's momentum
into the knockout stages. "You
always look at things you could
have done better, but over the
course of 14 games, I think we
have performed really well as a
team. It's important now that we
start fresh and take it one game
at a time." RCB will now shift
focus to the playoffs as they
prepare to face Gujarat Titans in
Qualifier 1 in Dharamshala on
Tuesday, May 26, with aplace in
the final at stake.
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From Visibility to Participation:
How Sl Is Helping Indian
Brands Win the Attention

GameinLive Sport

How Sl Is Helping Indlan Brands Wln
the Attention Game in Live Sport

Prateek Bhargava
Mumbai. For years, sports sponsorship was measured
largely by visibility. Brands seeked logos on jerseys, ads in
broadcasts, and their presence around the venue. However,
that visibility alone is no longer enough in today’s second-
screen, UPI-native, vernacular-first dominated fan
ecosystem in India.

Fans are no longer passive viewers. They’re now
reacting in real time, predicting outcomes before they
happen, ordering food during live play, and constantly
sharing content as the match unfolds. That behaviour is
dictating the change the brands need from sports activation:
not just reach, but participation.

The most effective brand activations are now the ones
that fit naturally into the fan experience. Instead of
interrupting the match, they become part of it, whether it is
through predictive gaming, live-data triggers, contextual
rewards, or real-time engagement mechanics. The goal is
no longer simply to be seen during sport, but to align with it
in arelevant manner.

This shift matters because now more than ever because
fan attention is the scarce resource. While traditional
sponsorship can still deliver scale, it alone does not
guarantee engagement. That engagement is only driven
through participation. The fans who interact with a brand
during live matches are more likely to spend time with it,
return to it, and remember it later, generating a stronger
recall value.

"The Indian sports fan has always been a participant at
heart; predicting outcomes, debating decisions, ordering
food the second a wicket falls. Our job is not to interrupt
that behaviour with a brand message. Our job is to find
where the brand belongs inside that behaviour, and craft the
moment so precisely that the fan welcomes it. That is the
difference between a sponsorship and a presence”, said
Chintan Shah, SVP, India, SI

Two recent activations powered by SI show how this
works in practice.

In the first activation, a fintech brand used a predictor-
led IPL activation to re-engage dormant users during the
tournament. With fans interacting in real time, the campaign
extended brand interaction beyond broadcast through pre-
match prediction journeys and segmented nudges. The
result: more than 400,000 unique users reached, 1.8 million
page views generated, and 256,000 gaming minutes logged.

In another example, a food delivery brand linked its
campaign to live match data, triggering time-sensitive
discounts every time a six was hit. The activation tapped
directly into a natural viewing behaviour for fans - watching
cricket while ordering food - and delivered real-time offers
without disrupting the fan experience, while also providing
them value through those time-sensitive discounts.

What both examples underscore is simple: the strongest
sports partnerships are no longer built around passive
visibility. They are built around active engagement.

As fan ecosystems become more logged-in and
behaviour becomes more measurable, brands have a clear
opportunity to move from reach-led sponsorship to
relationship-driven activation. That means building
experiences fans actually want to participate in, rather than
messages they simply see. The opportunity for brands is no
longer just to be present in sport, but to integrate themselves
as part of the experience itself.
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15th Delhi International Film Festival Concludes
with a Grand 'Post-Festival Awards Ceremony’

Films from Iran, Algeria, Bulgaria, and Latvia Create a Stir on the Global Diplomatic Stage

Prateek Bhargava
Delhi. Amidst a confluence of
art, diplomacy, and global
narratives, a remarkably grand
and exclusive 'Post-Festival
Awards Event' was successfully
organized as part of the 15th
Delhi  International  Film
Festival (DIFF) at the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA) in the national
capital, New Delhi.

Organized with the support
ofthe Ministry of Culture and in
special partnership with the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts (IGNCA), this
festival provided a fresh
platform for world cinema,
showcasing 178 films from 51
different  countries. = The
highlight of this magnificent
ceremony was the fact that,
amidst established cinematic
nations, films from countries
such as Iran, Algeria, Bulgaria,
and Latvia took everyone by
surprise; with their exceptional
storytelling, sensitive social
themes, and high technical
standards, they dominated the
proceedings and clinched the

top awards.
During the awards
distribution, the Short Film

category revealed unexpected
and astounding international
talent. The Algerian short film
Damou Ki—directed by the
gifted filmmaker Youcef Ben
Ghanem—astonished everyone
with its profound narrative,
earning the film the 'Best
Actress' award. This honor was
received on stage by His
Excellency  Ali  Achoui
(Ambassador of Algeria), First
Secretary Abdelali Bouilota,
Attaché Abdesselem Benarba,
and Mrs. Asma Benarba.
Meanwhile, Director Hossein
Firouzeh's highly acclaimed
Kurdish-Persian film Happy
End received the 'Best Short
Film' award, which was
accepted by Mr. Omid Babelian,
Second Secretary at the Iranian

ey

Embassy. Additionally, the
work of director Abhay Kapoor
on the Hindi short film 'Gaiya'
was lauded, receiving special
commendation in the
distinguished presence of Mr.
Anurag  Punetha, Media
Controller at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts.

In the International and

Indian  Cinema  Awards
category, the cinema of Latvia
and Bulgaria proved

particularly impressive; the
Latvian film 'Little Anna'
astonished everyone with its
profound social relevance,
earning its director, Uldis
Gabriel Sipsnats, the award for
Best Social Film—an honor
accepted by Ms. Inga
Skruzmane, Chargé d'Affaires
and Deputy Head of Mission at
the Embassy of Latvia.
Bulgarian cinema, surprising all
with its diversity and technical
prowess, claimed two major
trophies: in the presence of His
Excellency Ambassador
Nikolay Yankov, 'To Put It
Mildly' received the award for
Best Animation Film, while
'Anna’ was bestowed the
prestigious honor of Best
Feature Film in World Cinema.
Similarly, for the Bangladeshi
film 'Manusher Bagan', director
Nurul Alam Atique was
presented with the award for
Best Feature Film on a Social

Subject on stage, in the presence
of His Excellency M. Riaz
Hamidullah and Ms. Samia Israt
Roni  from the  High
Commission of Bangladesh.
Russian cinema also maintained
a strong presence, with Daria
Gavrushinareceiving the award
for Best Russian Actress for
'Horn and Ivory', and the film
'The Blind'—directed by Ilyas
Daudi—receiving the Jury's
Choice Award, which was
accepted by Mr. Petr Sizov,
Press Secretary at the Embassy
of Russia. Finally, the film 'The
Ballad of Piargy' by Slovak
director Ivo Trajkov received
the award for Best Historical
Feature Film, an achievement
celebrated in the presence of the
Slovak  Ambassador, His
Excellency Robert Maxian.

In the category of Indian
Regional Cinema, Sushila
Rawat was bestowed with the
prestigious honor of 'Best
Woman Director' for the
Garhwali film Ghangtaul,
presented in the presence of His
Excellency Ali Achoui, the
Ambassador of Algeria, and Mr.
Sanjay Joshi. Additionally, the
Indian music video Land of
Others was honored, and the
award for 'Best Supporting
Actress' was presented for the
Malayalam film Jangar. During
the cultural segment of the
ceremony, Dr. Sushil Jain and

Gurvinder Gallu mesmerized
the audience with a melodious
mandolin  duet. In the
concluding  session,  the
festival's founder, Ramkishore
Parcha, extended his gratitude
to all the global diplomats—
including New Zealand's
Deputy High Commissioner
Matthew Ayres, Switzerland's
Chargé d'Affaires Simon Sevan
Schifer, and officials from the
North  Korean  Embassy
(Counselor Jang Jong Hwan and
First Secretary Kim Myong
Chol)—as well as to the art
enthusiasts and jury members,
Arvind Gaur and O.P. Mishra.
This was followed by the
screening of a magnificent
'India Gate Montage' on the
screen.

The Delhi International Film
Festival (DIFF) stands as a
prestigious and leading global
cinematic platform in the
national capital, founded by the
renowned filmmaker and writer
Ramkishore Parcha. Every year,
the festival brings a selection of
the world's finest feature films,
documentaries, and short films
to the audiences of Delhi. This
year, stories from Chinese,
Russian, and African cinema
were placed under a 'Special
Focus' category, where they
demonstrated their cinematic
excellence. The ceremony
commenced with a moment of

great pride on stage, witnessed
by all the global ambassadors
and  distinguished  guests
present, as the Kavita Sangrah
(Trilogy Poetry Collection)—
authored by the festival's
founder, Ramkishore Parcha—
was grandly unveiled. This
collection comprises three
prominent volumes titled Tum,
Barf Par Titli, and Tumhara
Naam Nadi. Immediately
following this, a special medal
distribution ceremony was
organized for the diligent core
team members who, working
behind the scenes, played a
pivotal role in making the
festival a historic success.
During this ceremony, members

of the Chinese delegation
presented medals to honor
Rajan Jhanji, Pramod
Kaunswal, Usha Pahwa,
Anishka Kishore, Aradhya,
Rajiv Ranjan,  Prashant,

Manvendra Ji, and Narendra
Singh. Continuing in this vein,
Dr. Ranjan  Mallick—an
eminent artist and the Dean and
Head of the Department of Fine
Arts at Chitkara University—
was specially felicitated on
stage  for  his  artistic
contributions and was presented
with a DIFF Art Show
certification and a trophy.

Finally, formal expressions
of gratitude were extended to all
collaborators—including Ram
Bahadur Rai  (Chairman,
IGNCA), Dr. Sachchidanand
Joshi (Secretary), and Anurag
Punetha (Media Controller)—
on behalf of the Ministry of
Culture. As the grand finale of
this successful post-awards
ceremony, a special closing
screening of the award-winning
Garhwali feature film
Ghangtaul was held for the
audience.

Next year, the festival is
scheduled to be held at the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA) from February
15thto 19th.

Fire Breaks Out In Pacific Mall's Movie Hall In Ghaziabad

Prateek Bhargava
Ghaziabad. A major fire broke
out in the projector room and
audi section of a cinema hall
inside Pacific Mall in Sahibabad
area of Ghaziabad, triggering
panic after thick smoke spread
across the entire mall premises.
Ghaziabad Chief Fire Officer
Rahul Pal said the fire
department received
information about the blaze at
the cinema located inside
Pacific Mall under the Link
Road police station area.
Following the alert, senior fire

officials along with teams from
Vaishali fire station rushed to the
spot. Upon reaching the mall,

firefighters found the projector
room and movie hall engulfed in

flames, with smoke rapidly

filling large parts of the
building. Firefighters deployed
eight hose lines and used the
mall’s in-built firefighting
system to control the blaze.
Personnel wearing breathing
apparatus sets entered the
smoke-filled area to carry out
firefighting operations.
Considering the intensity of
the fire, additional fire tenders
from Kotwali and Sahibabad
fire stations were also called in
to assist the operation. Officials
said the fire was brought under
control after nearly one hour of

intense firefighting efforts. Fire
teams also managed to prevent
the flames from spreading to
nearby audi screens and
surrounding shops inside the
mall.

According to the fire
department, no casualties or
injuries were reported in the
incident. A total of 10 fire
tenders, along with the mall’s
firefighting infrastructure, were
used to completely douse the
fire. Exhaust systems are
currently being used to clear
smoke from the premises.
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Kolkata Knight Riders host 9th edition of VIDA Knight Golf,
continue commitment towards #ShahoshiRani initiative

Prateek Bhargava
Kolkata. Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) successfully
hosted the 9th edition of VIDA
Knight Golf at the historic
Tollygunge Club on Thursday,
bringing together members of
the KKR squad, partners,
supporters and distinguished
guests for an evening dedicated
to sport, community
engagement and social impact.

Organised as an annual
charity initiative, VIDA Knight
Golf supported the skilling and
empowerment of women
beneficiaries associated with

Calcutta Foundation’s
programmes  focused on
financial independence,
confidence-building and self-
reliance. Continuing their
commitment towards the

#ShahoshiRani initiative, KKR
are further strengthening their
efforts this season to empower
more women through
sustainable livelihood
opportunities, while continuing
to spotlight inspiring stories of

courage, resilience  and
determination through the
platform.

Joining hands with KKR in
this initiative as the Title
Sponsor was VIDA, reinforcing
a shared commitment towards
enabling positive social impact
and empowering communities
through meaningful action.

The event featured KKR

players and support staff,
including assistant coach Shane
Watson, bowling coach Tim
Southee, and players Cameron
Green, Finn Allen, and Tim
Seifert, who played golf and
interacted with guests. The
entire team and support staff
also participated in the
evening’s putting competition
and prize distribution ceremony.

A special highlight of the
evening was the participation of

the #ShahoshiRani women
beneficiaries from Calcutta
Foundation’s skilling

initiatives, who felicitated the
KKR players and support staff
with handmade photo frames
they crafted.

The gesture celebrated their
entrepreneurial journey while
adding a deeply personal touch
to the event.

Mr Venky Mysore, CEO of
Kolkata Knight Riders, said:
“VIDA Knight Golf has always
been about coming together for

! :
a meaningful cause beyond the
sport itself. Through initiatives
like #ShahoshiRani, we want to
continue creating  greater
awareness and meaningful
opportunities for women who
have shown immense courage
and resilience in overcoming

challenges.

From skill development and
livelihood creation to
supporting  education and

community-led growth, these
initiatives aim to drive long-
term impact. When women
become financially
independent, the impact extends
far beyond the individual,
positively influencing families
and communities. We hope to
continue reaching and
empowering  even  more
beneficiaries going forward.”
Ms Kausalya Nandakumar,
Chief  Business  Officer-
Emerging Mobility Business
Unit, Hero MotoCorp, said: “At
VIDA, we believe in shaping a

=
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sustainable tomorrow and
empowering individuals to lead
their own journeys. Rooted in
culture and aspiration, this
partnership carries our proud
golf legacy and spirit of
excellence forward. We are
excited to partner with Kolkata
Knight Riders for VIDA Knight
Golf and  support the
#ShahoshiRani initiative,
honouring  the  courage,
resilience, and self-reliance of
women. Through this
partnership, we aim to drive
meaningful progress and unlock

new opportunities for our
beneficiaries.
VIDA Knight Golf

continues to reflect KKR’s
commitment towards
leveraging sport as a platform
for meaningful community
engagement and social impact.
Funds raised through the
initiative  will  contribute
towards skilling programmes
aimed at creating sustainable

livelihood opportunities for
women from underserved
communities, while also
encouraging greater support for
girls’ education, women’s
participation in livelihoods and
stronger community-led
change.”

The event was supported by
VIDA Powered by Hero as Title
Partner, Sugam as Associate
Donor, Athletic Drive as
Apparel Partner, and
Tollygunge Club as Host Club.

Here is the link containing
the recording of the VIDA
Knight Golf Press Conference:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/
11zlwSxRuuljWVHQNM64sP
FHvJDSIiCiFz/view?usp=shari

ng

This link contains the
recording of Mr. Venky
Mysore's  opening  note:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1tnMBy6wuGwtBOWI3j0_hO
E2B2szHEdAv/view?usp=shar
ing

Hockey India announces Indian Women’s
squad for U18 Asia Cup Kakamigahara 2026

India to open campaign against Malaysia on May 30 having prepared for the
tournament in a one-month training camp in Bhopal under coach Rani

Prateek Bhargava
Delhi. Hockey India on Friday
announced the 18-member
Indian Women’s U-18 squad
that will represent the country at
the upcoming Women’s U18
Asia Cup Kakamigahara 2026.
The prestigious continental
tournament hosted by Japan will
take place from May 29 to June
6,2026.

The Indian side heads into
the tournament after several
weeks of preparation at the
national camp in Bhopal, where
the coaching staff led by Rani
focused on building
combinations, improving match
fitness and sharpening tactical
execution. The tournament will
serve as an opportunity for the
young Indian squad, captained
by Sweety Kujur, to test
themselves against some of
Asia’s strongest teams.

As part of the preparations,

the Indian team played a four-
match series against Australiain
Bhopal, which the hosts ended
with a confidence-boosting win.

Placed in Pool A, India will
compete against  Korea,
Malaysia and Singapore. India
will open their campaign against
Malaysia on May 30, followed
by the clash against Korea on
May 31. The team will then
conclude its pool-stage fixtures

T, =poeas | &Y S0t

with the match against
Singapore on June 2. The top
two teams from Pool A and B
will progress to the semi-finals
scheduled on June 5, while the
final will be played on June 6.
Commenting on the final
squad for the tournament, coach
Rani said, “This tournament is a
fantastic platform for these
young athletes to gain
international exposure and

understand the demands of
high-pressure matches. We have
focused heavily on fitness,
tactical structure and team
coordination over the past few
weeks.

The team is excited and
motivated to represent the
country, and our aim will be to
play fearless hockey and
challenge strongly for the title.”

Indian Women’s U-18

Squad:

Goalkeepers:
Parihar, Khili Kumari

Defenders: Sugan Sanga,
Nilam Topno, Rubina Baxla,
Kiran Ekka, Sulochani

Midfielders: Shruti Kumari,
Diya, Sneha Davde, Rashmeen
Kaur, Nammi Geetashree,
Pushpa Manjhi

Forwards: Nousheen Naz,
Sweety  Kujur  (captain),
Priyanka Minz, Sandeepa
Kumari, Nancy Saroha

India’s Match Schedule (All
Times IST):

May 30, 2026: India vs
Malaysia—05:30 am

May 31, 2026: India vs
Korea—05:30 am

Mahak

June 2, 2026: India vs
Singapore —09:30 am

Pool A: India, Korea,
Malaysia, Singapore

Pool B: China, Japan,

Chinese Taipei, Bangladesh
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TG20 Governing Council Announces Founding Franchise Owners; Telangana’s
First Major Franchise Crlcket League Setto Redeflne State Cricket

Prateek Bhargava
Hyderabad. In a landmark
moment for Telangana cricket,
the Hyderabad Cricket
Association today unveiled the
founding franchise owners for
the inaugural edition of TG20,
Telangana’s first-ever
franchise-based T20 cricket
league. The announcements
were made at the TG20 Origins
— Shape the Future event held at
ITC Kakatiya, Hyderabad, in
the presence of industrialists,
corporate leaders, HCA office
bearers, cricket administrators,
partners and media
representatives.

The inaugural edition of
TG20 will feature eight teams
representing the spirit, passion
and cricketing culture of
Telangana.

TG20 | Founding Franchise
Owners:

M/S Ushodaya Enterprises
Pvt Ltd — Hyderabad — INR
7,50,01,000

M/S Boorugu Infra/Pranava
— Ranga Reddy — INR
7,20,00,000

M/S Bain Global Resources
Private Limited — Warangal —
INR 6,55,00,000

M/S Bhrunda Infra Private
Limited — Medak — INR
6,33,33,369

M/S Kishore Infrastructures
Pvt Ltd — Nalgonda — INR
5,06,00,000

M/S EIPL Group &
Tibarumal — Karimnagar —

INR 4,57,00,000

M/S Veerabhadra Steels —
Mahabubnagar —  INR
4,50,00,000

M/S Anvita Group
Khammam —INR 4,44,44,444

Conceived as a
transformational  cricketing
platform for Telangana, TG20
aims to create structured
opportunities for emerging
players, strengthen grassroots
cricket, provide young
cricketers ~ with  exposure
comparable to India’s leading
franchise  leagues,  while

generating employment within
the sporting ecosystem within
the region. The league will
feature talented Telangana
cricketers alongside established
domestic players, supported by
experienced coaches and
professional operations. The
league is also in the process of
partnering with JioStar to
broadcast live matches on Star
Sports Telugu and be available

to stream on JioHotstar. Further
elevating the league’s standards,
Marriott Hotels will host the
entire TG20 contingent, while
India's premier sports marketing
and management company,
TCM Sports Management Pvt
Ltd, has been appointed as the
exclusive event management
agency. TG20 has also
appointed Prasanna Kannan,
former Tamil Nadu Premier

League CEO, to lead TG20’s
league execution.

Speaking on the occasion,
M. Jeevan Reddy, Secretary of
the Hyderabad Cricket
Association, said: “Today
marks a defining moment in
Telangana cricket history. TG20
is not merely a tournament; it is
the foundation of a long-term
cricketing ecosystem designed
to nurture talent, create
opportunities, and elevate the
standard of cricket across the
state. We are delighted to
welcome franchise partners
who believe in this vision and
are committed to building
something truly special for
Telangana.”

V. Agam Rao, Chairman of
the TG20 Governing Council at
the Hyderabad Cricket
Association, said: “TG20 has
been envisioned as a platform

that  combines  sporting
excellence, professional
management, entertainment,

and commercial growth. The
response from investors and
stakeholders has been
extremely encouraging and
reflects the immense potential
of Telangana cricket. Our
objectiveistobuild aleague that
not only discovers future stars
but also creates pride and
identity for every region
represented in TG20.”

Further =~ announcements
regarding the team identities,
player drafts, tournament
schedule and commercial
partnerships will be made in the
coming weeks ahead of the
inaugural season.
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