When one wishes
to cross the ocean,
one must have faith

in the navigator,
similarly, to cross
the samsaric ocean
one must have faith
in the Guru.
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Editorial

Where is Alternative Energy?

Due to the conflictinvolving Iran, circumstances have arisen such
that, for the first time, a debate regarding fossil fuels (coal, oil,
etc.) has been sparked. This debate is not driven by climate change,
but rather by the disruption of oil and gas supplies and the
realization of their limited availability. The world cannot abruptly
pivotits focus to alternative energy sources, as they are extremely
limited and, in many countries, simply unavailable. India is a
nation where solar, wind, hydroelectric, and nuclear energy are
being continuously generated; consequently, people are utilizing
them. Amidst this phase of oil and gas crisis, the government
facilitated over 350,000 new PNG (piped natural gas for cooking)
connections in the month of March alone. Currently, the country
has just over 16.5 million consumers of this gas. The nation's
population exceeds 1.47 billion, of which 330 million are
consumers of LPG (liquefied petroleum gas). In reality, the
infrastructure for PNG is extremely limited; pipeline facilities
exist only in a select few residential colonies within a handful of
major cities. How, then, can the average consumer in the country
even *imagine* using alternative energy—Ilet alone actually
utilize it? The oil and gas crisis triggered by the conflict involving
Iran has become so pervasive that both households and
commercial establishments are contemplating—or have already
begun—reverting to burning wood and coal in traditional stoves.
A regression toward an era of smoke and pollution...! India's
dependence on fossil fuels is not merely an issue of climate and
the environment; it is also a matter of national security. Experts
have been issuing constant warnings that a food crisis is
inextricably linked to this energy crisis. India's import bill
constitutes a crisis-level burden in its own right, with countries in
the Middle East accounting for approximately 60 percent of it.
Even before the onset of the conflictinvolving Iran, India's oil and
gas import bill had already reached a level where it was projected
to skyrocket to as much as $180 billion within a single year. Qatar
supplied India with 11 million tonnes of LNG in 2024-25. This
accounted for approximately 41 percent of the total supply. Given
our reliance on oil and gas imports, our economy has become
dependent on specific regions and maritime routes where the
influence or intervention of either India or the supplying nations

1s limited.

Manisha Bhargava

VIDAunveils VX2 Plus KKR
Limited Edition along with VIDA
Electrifying Player of the Match

Prateek Bhargava

New Delhi. VIDA, Powered by
Hero MotoCorp, announced the
launch of the VIDA VX2 Plus
KKR Limited Edition for retail
during the Knights Unplugged
3.0 on Tuesday. Inspired by the
fearless spiritand championship
legacy of the Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR), the Knight
Edition Evooter features the
team’s signature Knight Purple
and Gold colours seamlessly
integrated into the VIDAVX2’s
contemporary design. A golden
halftone gradient with micro-
dotted patterns gradually blends
in  with the pearl black
bodycolor. The distinctive
design highlight includes three
accent marks, symbolising the
three championship titles won
by the franchise.

This limited edition electric
Evooter was unveiled in the
presence of all team players at
Knights Unplugged 3.0 and will
be available at select VIDA
outlets.

Kausalya ~ Nandakumar,
ChiefBusiness Officer— VIDA,
powered by Hero MotoCorp,
said, “The launch of KKR
Limited Edition VX2 Plus
reflects Hero MotoCorp’s
approach of blending distinctive
design with culturally relevant
collaborations. By bringing

VIDA launches
KKR Limited Edition VX2 Plus
/KORG0 Logg

together the bold identity of the
Kolkata Knight Riders and
VIDA’s electric  mobility
platform, the initiative adds a
unique dimension to the brand’s
engagement in the T20 season
through meaningful cultural and

sporting  association. The
special Edition VX2 Plus
further  strengthens  our
commitment to sustainable

mobility with the electrifying
energy of one of the most
celebrated teams in the league.”

Venky  Mysore, Chief
Executive Officer, Kolkata
Knight Riders, said, "At

Kolkata Knight Riders, we have
always believed in building
partnerships that go beyond
visibility and create genuine
value for our fans and partners
alike. Our collaboration with
VIDA reflects that philosophy,
bringing together innovation in
electric mobility with the spirit

and identity of the KKR brand.
The VX2 Plus KKR Limited
Edition is a unique way to
extend the Knight Riders
experience beyond the field,
offering fans a product that

embodies performance,
sustainability, and the
distinctive  ethos of our
franchise."

The VX2 Plus retains
VIDA’s youthful and

contemporary styling, defined
by clean body panels and a
modern silhouette. A distinctive
LED headlamp with integrated
indicators, along with unique
LED DRLs* at the front and
rear, gives the scooter a striking
lighting signature, where the
rush of throttle meets the roar of
the crowd. Alongside the VX2
Plus Knight Edition, fans can
also get a limited-edition KKR
helmet, designed in the
franchise’s signature colours.

This Clears a Lot of Doubts About Myself”’: Prince Deep Singh Finds Belief
Through Double Nomination at Hockey India 8th Annual Awards 2025

Prince Deep Singh has been nominated for Goalkeeper of the Year and Upcoming Player of the Year (Men—-Under 21) awards

Prateek Bhargava
New Delhi. For a player who is
yet to make his senior

international debut, Prince Deep
Singh’s rise has been anything
but ordinary. The young
goalkeeper, currently training at
the Senior Men’s National
Camp, has found himself
rubbing shoulders with the
country’s best after being
nominated in two of the biggest
categories — Hockey India
Baljit Singh Award for
Goalkeeper of the Year 2025
and Hockey India Jugraj Singh
Award for Upcoming Player of
the Year 2025 (Men—Under 21)
— at the Hockey India 8th
Annual Awards 2025 which will
be held on 27 March 2026 in
New Delhi.

It is a recognition that feels
both surreal and deeply
affirming for the 21-year-old
player, who only broke into the
international scene in 2024 with
the Indian Junior Men’s Hockey
Team, but has already won
numerous laurels with the team
- including a Gold medal at the
FIH Junior Asia Cup 2024, a

Silver medal at the Sultan of
Johor Cup 2025, and a Bronze
medal at the FIH Men’s Junior
World Cup Tamil Nadu 2025.

Interestingly, Prince Deep
Singh was also named
‘Goalkeeper of the Tournament’
inthe Men’s Hero Hockey India
League (HIL) 2025-26, where
he played for Accord Tamil
Nadu Dragons. “I feel very
happy and proud,” Prince says
with quiet conviction. “It
usually takes time to get
nominated for such awards, but
I got this opportunity early.
Performing well in tournaments
and seeing my name among top
goalkeepers — it motivates me
alot.”

His journey to this moment
has  been  shaped by
performances under pressure.
At the FIH Junior Men’s World
Cup 2025, where India clinched
Bronze, Prince stood tall in
crunch situations, particularly
during India’s quarter-final
against Belgium — a match that
tested not just skill, but
temperament. ‘“That match was
do-or-die for us,” he recalls.
“We conceded late and it went
into a shootout. My teammates
kept telling me, ‘you have
played well, you will do it.’
When I made the early saves, it
reduced pressure on the team.
The crowd, the noise — it all
boosted my confidence.”

Those moments, forged in
high-stakes environments, have
fast-tracked his growth — but
his beginnings were far more
unassuming. Hailing from
Pathankot, Prince did not start as
a goalkeeper. He was a full-back
at the Cheema Hockey
Academy in Batala, balancing
hockey with weekend football
games. It was on those football
fields that his natural instincts
began to stand out.

“l used to play as a
goalkeeper in football and made
some good saves. My coaches
noticed my height and reach and
suggested I try goalkeeping in
hockey. That’s how everything
started,” he says. Today, that
instinct has evolved into a craft
— one that demands not just
reflexes,  but  resilience.
Goalkeeping, often described as
one of the most mentally
demanding positions in hockey,
is something Prince is still
mastering. “There is always
pressure — from the crowd,
from the match situation,” he
explains. “I start preparing
mentally a day before. [ focus on

rest, planning, and staying clear
in my mind. During the game,
communication helps me a lot.
The more I talk, the more I stay
in control.” Learning from
senior players in the national
setup has also been instrumental
in shaping his approach, as he
continues to absorb the nuances
ofelite-level hockey. Among his
key learning moments, the
Sultan Johor Cup 2025 stands
out — not for a Silver medal
win, but for the lessons it
offered. “Playing against teams
like Australia made me realise
the importance of giving 100%
for the team in every moment,”
he says. Despite not yet earning
his senior cap, Prince’s
nomination alongside Krishan
Bahadur Pathak, Bichu Devi
Kharibam, and Suraj Karkera,
places him in elite company —
a testament to both his potential
and his performances. “India
has a strong pool of goalkeepers.
To be nominated among them,
even before my senior debut,
feels special. It gives me
confidence thatI am on the right
path,” he says.
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“There is more clarity in hovy Punjab KingS Seek bleSSingS

we want to play,” says Delhi

Capitals skipper Axar Patel as ahead Of IPL 2026 season

Tigers settoroarinIPL 2026

Axar Patel, Hemang Badani and Venugopal Rao outline
leadership evolution, T20 approach and scouting focus as
Delhi Capitals gear up for the new season

:How the Cricket Fan Has

Evolved B d the Broad . . .
i it Prateek Bhargava season. Head coach Ricky Ponting, the franchise gears up for what

Chandigarh. Punjab Kings spin bowling coach Sairaj promises to be an exciting
conducted a Puja at the New Bahutuleand wicketkeepingcoach campaign. The Kings kick offtheir
International Cricket Stadium, Brad Haddin were among those IPL 2026 season at home against
New Chandigarh, ahead of the present. The group sought the Gujarat Titans on Tuesday,
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2026  blessings for the season ahead as  March 31.

NEW RAINBOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Affiliated to C.B.S.E, Delhi

Prateek Bhargava
New Delhi. The JSW and GMR co-owned Delhi Capitals
addressed the media ahead of IPL 2026, with Captain Axar
Patel, Head Coach Hemang Badani and Director of Cricket,
DC (IPL) Venugopal Rao outlining the team’s preparations,
leadership direction and squad build-up for the new season.

Speaking about the environment within the squad, Axar
Patel highlighted the energy in the group as a key driving
force heading into the season.

“What excites me the most is the energy in the group.
When players are motivated and ready to give their best, it
reflects on the field. As a captain, that gives you confidence
that the team is moving in the right direction and building
something strong together,” Axar said.

Heading into his second season as captain, Axar spoke
about the added clarity in leadership and the importance of
trust within the Delhi Capitals setup.

“Second year as captain, there is more clarity in how we
want to play as a team. Last season, you learn a lot about
situations, about players and about yourself as a leader.
Now the focus is on being positive and aggressive, but also
building trust within the group. When players feel backed,
performances follow and that is the environment we want
to create,” he said.

Reflecting on the team’s outlook, Axar reiterated that
the focus remains on moving forward rather than dwelling
on past results.

“As a team, we don’t sit and talk about what has
happened before. Everyone knows where we could have
done better, but the conversation is always about improving
from here. It is about staying positive and focusing on what
we can control as a group,” he added.

Head Coach Hemang Badani underlined how the
evolution of the T20 format continues to shape the way A B M I ss. o N e PAE N

teams approach the game. “The format has evolved to a

point where intent is everything. Scores 0220 or more are ' 2 0 2 6 2 7 ,: o000
becoming common and teams that adapt quickly are the B —— - b
ones that stay ahead. It is not just about phases anymore, it 7 "‘
is about being proactive throughout and understanding how c LA s s E s : NUR 1TE°R| xb

e i¢c School

the game is constantly changing,” Badani said. Backing
Axar’s leadership, Badani also spoke about the importance

of continuity within the setup. “He understands the 100% OH on ADMISSION FEE S

environment and what it takes to lead in a tournament like
this. We saw some very strong phases last season and that for Cla sses N U R To I
reflects the potential of this group. Continuity in leadership &
gives us a chance to build on that and move forward with
more clarity,” he added. Director of Cricket, DC (IPL),
Venugopal Rao emphasised the importance of stability
while also highlighting the franchise’s focus on scouting
and building for the future.

“Continuity in leadership is important and Axar brings
that understanding of the team and the fans. At the same www.n rpschool.com O nrpschool@gmail.com 0facebook.com/nrpschoo{ 0956017351 9
time, our focus is also on building for the future.
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IPL 2026: How the Cricket Fan Has
Evolved Beyond the Broadcast

Prateek Bhargava
Mumbai. As the Indian Premier
League approaches another
season, the most significant
transformation is not tactical,
commercial, or even
technological. It is behavioural.

Over the past few seasons,
the cricket fan has transitioned
from being a passive viewer to
an active participant in the
digital ecosystem surrounding
the tournament. What was once
defined primarily by match-day
viewership is now shaped by
year-round engagement,
interactive participation, and
personalised digital journeys.

The IPL fan today does far
more than watch. They build
fantasy teams, join private
leagues, deploy in-match
boosters,  participate  in
predictive games, respond to
personalised notifications, and
consume multiple formats of
highlight  content  within
minutes of key moments. In a
recent season alone, more than
400k fantasy users created over
75k leagues and used upwards
of 200k gameplay boosters
across the tournament lifecycle.
These numbers are not simply
indicators of scale; they reflect
a structural shift in how fans
choose to engage.

This evolution is also visible
in engagement depth. One

leading IPL franchise witnessed
a 5.7x increase in average fan
engagement time after building
amobile-first digital ecosystem,
while capturing more than 2
million first-party fan profiles
and achieving 64 percent in-
season user retention. Over a
three-year period, this digital
transformation contributed to a
40 percent increase in enterprise
value. These metrics signal a
movement away from episodic
consumption toward habitual
participation.

As Chintan Shah, SVP India,
SI, observes, “The IPL is no
longer defined by match-day
consumption  alone.  Fan
behaviour now extends across a
connected  ecosystem  of

- —

: How the Cricket Fan Has
Evolved Beyond the Broadcast

content, interaction and
participation, where
engagement builds

progressively over time rather
than peaking around live
moments. This evolution is
reshaping how sports properties
think about audience value.”

Similar trends are visible
across other IPL ecosystems.
One franchise recorded a 4.6x
rise inaverage engagementtime
and a 2.4x increase in app
screenviews, alongside over
500k app downloads,
reinforcing how interactive
ecosystems  deepen  fan
involvement beyond match
windows.

Video continues to play a
crucial role in fan acquisition.

Across franchise ecosystems,
digital platforms have delivered
over 2 billion video views
layered around match content.
The important insight, however,
is that video alone does not build
loyalty. Interactive formats
layered around those moments
drive sustained behaviour.
Loyalty frameworks and
gamified participation are
further reshaping engagement
patterns. In one franchise
ecosystem, more than 400k app
downloads were driven through
integrated loyalty mechanics,
while in-app campaigns during
peak match windows recorded
response rates between 50-65%.
Such response levels illustrate
that fans are willing to interact

deeply when experiences are
contextual, timely and
rewarding.

Perhaps the most important
shift underpinning IPL’s digital
growth is the move toward
owned fan relationships. While
social platforms continue to
provide reach, franchises are
increasingly investing in unified

logins,  structured = CRM
journeys, interactive match
centres and  personalised

engagement frameworks. The
objective is not merely
visibility, but intelligence -
understanding  when  fans
engage, which players they
follow, what formats they
prefer, and how frequently they
participate. IPL 2026 therefore
represents more than the start of
another season. It reflects the
maturation of India’s sports
digital economy. The league is
no longer only a broadcast
spectacle; it is an interactive
platform where fan identity, data
signals, gaming participation
and content consumption
intersect.

The cricket fan has evolved.
The next phase of growth will
belong to ecosystems that
recognise this shift - moving
beyond measuring how many
people are watching to
understanding how deeply they
are engaging.
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