When one wishes
to cross the ocean,
one must have faith

in the navigator,
similarly, to cross
the samsaric ocean
one must have faith
in the Guru.
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Editorial

Voting Milestones

The first phase of voting in West Bengal and the entire voting process
in Tamil Nadu have concluded. It is an extremely encouraging sign
and trend for democracy that new records have been established in
both states, with voter turnouts of 92.72 percent and 85.14 percent,
respectively. Nowadays, if voter turnout reaches even 60—70 percent,
political parties and leaders breathe a sigh of relief. Commenting on
the voting in Bengal this time around, Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar revealed that this marks the highest voter turnout
recorded in the country since independence; similarly, in Tamil Nadu,
such a high level of voting has been witnessed for the first time since
1967. Clearly, all past records have been dwarfed, and decisive
democratic participation has planted new milestones. These voting
figures are also significant because the names of over 9.1 million
voters in Bengal and over 5.7 million in Tamil Nadu had been struck
off the rolls through a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process. Even
now, the voting rights of millions remain in limbo. The SIR process
had instilled a sense of dread and fear; apprehensions were even being
voiced that failure to cast a vote could ultimately result in the loss of
one's citizenship! Letus clarify here that neither does the Constitution
contain any such provision, nor does the country's law stipulate that
citizenship can be revoked for the failure to cast a vote. Do not be
misled or confused; there is absolutely no need to be afraid. Your
Indian identity is not a handout; it is your birthright. Nevertheless,
interpretations regarding this bumper voter turnout have already
begun. Prime Minister Modi’s "exit poll" claims suggest that the BJP
has already crossed the 100-seat mark out of the 152 seats contested
inthe first phase. The BJP, however, has claimed a resounding victory
in 125 seats. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, for her part, views
this bumper voter turnout as a sign of her own victory. It would be
best to leave the matter to rest until May 4th—the day the electoral
mandate is made public. Some professional election pundits are
currently engaged in offering "definitive analyses," asserting that the
BJP is poised to win a total of 150—160 seats; consequently, they
predict that Mamata’s 15-year-old regime is on the verge of collapse,
paving the way for the formation of a BJP government. Prime
Minister Modi himself echoed this claim at a public rally, asserting
that this time around, the Trinamool Congress would fail to even open
its account—that is, win a single seat—in several districts.

Manisha Bhargava

LAKR & Fairplex Break Ground at Knight
Riders Cricket Ground in Pomona

Civic leaders, global sports stakeholders, and community partners
mark a major milestone for cricket infrastructure in the US
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Prateek Bhargava
Los Angeles. Los Angeles
Knight Riders (LAKR) &
Fairplex  celebrated  the
groundbreaking at the Knight
Riders Cricket Ground in
Pomona, LA County,
California, marking a landmark
moment for cricket in the United
States and positioning Los
Angeles as a key hub in the
sport’s rapid growth ahead of
the 2028 Olympic Games.

The ceremony brought
together civic leaders, global
sports  stakeholders, and
community partners,
underscoring the significance of
the project as one of the first
dedicated cricket venues in
Southern  California.  The
development follows LAKR’s
stadium announcement in
March and will serve as the
team’s home base for the
upcoming Major League
Cricket (MLC) season.

The event featured a special
video message from Mr. Shah

ISSO successfully hosts SCORE 2026, showcasing

the immense potential in careers in sports

Prateek Bhargava
Gurugram. The International
School Sports Organisation
(ISSO) successfully hosted
SCORE 2026: Reimagining
Sports Career Opportunities, at
Lancers International School,
Gurugram, positioning sports as
a powerful, multi-dimensional
career ecosystem for the next
generation. The event unfolded
as a comprehensive platform for
students, parents, and educators
to understand how the sports
industry is rapidly evolving
beyond the playing field. The day
began  with  registrations,
welcome remarks, and a formal
inauguration, followed by a
keynote by Mr Remus D’Cruz,
Global Head of Brand Strategy at
Apollo Tyres. The Business of
Sports panel, moderated by Ms
Kala Anand, Director, Sports
Advisory at KPMG India,
brought together industry leaders
including Mr Pablo Tachil of
Salesforce, Mr Neel Shah of
Dream Sports Foundation, Mr
Gaurav Chaudhary and Mr
Akbar Akhtar of the GMR
Group. The discussions focused
on how sports today integrates
commerce, finance, media and

e

viable and scalable career path,
while also emphasising that
sports education is now essential
in unlocking global
opportunities.  The  Sports
Science & Tech panel, also
moderated by Ms Kala Anand,
featured experts including Ms
Megha Gambhir, CEO, Stupa
Sports; Mr Abhigyan Shekhar,
Founder & Captain, Zupotsu; Mr
Mudit Krishnani, Sport
Performance Psychologist at
INSPA; Mr Kevin Sireau, Chief
Coach of the India National
Cycling Team; and Ms Aditi
Chauhan, CEO, She Kicks
Football Academy and former
goalkeeper of the Indian National
Football Team. The session
explored performance
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psychology, innovation, and
inclusivity, highlighting how
science and technology are
shaping the future of sport.
Speaking about the initiative, Ms
Aakanksha Thapak, Director of
the International School Sports
Organisation, said, “SCORE is
an important step towards
changing the way sports is
perceived in India. For a long
time, conversations around
sports careers have been limited
to becoming an athlete. Through
SCORE, we are creating
awareness around the larger
ecosystem and helping students
and parents understand that sport
today offers structured, credible,
and future-ready career
opportunities across multiple
domains.”

Rukh Khan, co-owner of Knight
Riders Sports, opening remarks
by Venky Mysore, CEO of
Knight Riders Sports, along
with Walter Marquez, President
and CEO of Fairplex; Other
distinguished speakers included
Tim Sandoval, Mayor of
Pomona; Sanjog Gupta, CEO of
the ICC; Eric Garcetti, former
Mayor of Los Angeles and
former U.S. Ambassador to
India; Niccolo Campriani, Chief
Brand and Communications
Officerat LA28.

The Knight Riders Cricket
Ground will become a long-
term, world-class cricket
infrastructure in the region. The
venue is set to host seven
matches, including LAKR’s
first three home fixtures of the
2026 MLC season from July 1—-
5, bringing elite T20 cricket and
a high-energy fan experience to
LosAngeles.

Shah Rukh Khan, renowned
Indian actor, film producer and
co-owner of Knight Riders

< -, = g
Sports, said: “Today isn’t just
about breaking ground, but
about beginning a dream -
bringing cricket, the second
most-watched sport in the
world, into the heart of Los
Angeles’ sporting identity.
Through  our  long-term
partnership with Fairplex, we
aim to create not just a cricket
ground, but a space of energy,
community, and belonging.”

Venky Mysore, CEO of
Knight Riders Sports, added:
“This is adefining moment - not
just for the Knight Riders, but
for cricket in America. We see
strong potential to grow the
game and connect with the
community in  Southern
Californiato lead this next phase
of cricket’s growth in the U.S.”

This marks the beginning of
a long-term vision to establish
the Los Angeles Knight Riders
Cricket Ground as the home of
cricket in the USA, powered by
world-class playing and training
infrastructure.

AM Green IGPL superstar Bhullar
cards a bogey-free 67 for tied sixth
as Kapur gets an ace in Singapore

Prateek Bhargava
Singapore. One of AM Green
IGPL’s biggest stars, Gaganjeet
Bhullar, had a steady 4-under
bogey-free round, which was the
major feature of the Indian show at
the Singapore Open. Also
attracting attention was Shiv
Kapur's terrific hole-in-one was the
major talking point of the opening
day for the Indian contingent here
atthe Singapore Open presented by
The Business Times. The US$ 2
million International  Series
tournament  saw  Thailand's
Ekpharit Wu and Japan’s
Jeongwoo Ham set the early pace
during the first round, carding 7-
under 64s at the par-71 Serapong
course at Sentosa Golf Club. With
his wife Pam on the bag, Wu shot a
blemish-free round while Ham
combined § birdies with a lone
bogey to lead by 2. Searching for
his 12th win on the Asian Tour, the
4-time IGPL winner, Bhullar
started from the 10th tee in a sedate
manner with pars on his first eight
holes, making his first move witha
birdie on the 18th, his 9th hole. He
then added three more on his back
nine at the 1st, 4th and 7th holes of
the course to record a 4-under 67

for the Tied-6th position after the
first round. Speaking after his
round on an especially hot and
humid day, Bhullar was very happy
with the consistency he displayed
today and said, “I played good golf
today, I was in the game throughout
the 18 holes.” When asked about
his plans over the next three days,
the Indian star said, “I would love
to continue the form and just
multiply my belief for the next
three rounds.” On his approach
towards tackling the fabled
Sentosa Golf Club, Bhullar added,
“You've got to be mentally strong.
You've got to hit the ball so good,
like from the tee, second shot,
putting, your chipping, everything
has to be spoton.” However, it was
Shiv Kapur who came up with the
shot of the day with a hole-in-one
on the par-3 second hole of the
course.
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David Williamson Conducting Special Goalkeeping
Camp for Indian Women’s Hockey Team

Camp underway from 22 April to 02 May 2026 at SAI, Bengaluru

Prateek Bhargava
Bengaluru. Hockey India today
announced that a special
goalkeeping camp for the Indian
Women’s Hockey Team is
currently being held from 22nd
April 2026 to 2nd May 2026 at
the SAI, Bengaluru. The camp
is conducted by David
Williamson and overseen by the
team’s Chief Coach Sjoerd
Marijne.

Savita, Bansari Solanki,
Bichu Devi Kharibam and
Madhuri Kindo are part of this
special camp, which aims to
further strengthen India’s
goalkeeping unit ahead of a
crucial international calendar.

The camp is supported by
Anandana, the Coca-Cola India
Foundation, as they continue to
contribute toward the
development of women’s
hockey in India. They also
supported the recently
concluded 16th Hockey India
Sub Junior Women’s National
Championship 2026.

David Williamson is a

highly experienced hockey
coach from Northern Ireland
who has been part of the US
Women’s National Team
coaching staff for a significant
period. He also served as an
assistant coach for Odisha
Warriors in the Women’s Hero
Hockey India League (HIL) in
2025, bringing extensive
international experience in
goalkeeping development.
Sjoerd Marijne, Chief Coach
of the Indian Women’s Hockey
Team, stated, “The goalkeepers
did really well during the recent
Argentina tour, showing strong

performances against quality
opposition. ~ With  crucial
tournaments coming up from
June onwards, this is a great
time to have a focused training
camp like this.”

“We also have goalkeepers
from the junior team train
alongside the senior players.
This exposure will be extremely
valuable for their development
and help prepare them for the
transition to the senior level in
the near future,” he added.

Veteran Indian goalkeeper
Savita stated, “It is always
encouraging for us as players to

see this kind of support coming
into women’s hockey. It is also
a great opportunity for younger
athletes coming through the
system. When young girls see
the kind of backing hockey is
getting today, it gives them
confidence and belief that they
can go far. Support like this from
Anandana, The Coca-ColaIndia
Foundation, will definitely play
an important role in growing

women’s hockey in the
country.”

Devyani  Rana, Vice
President, Public Affairs,
Communications and

Sustainability, Coca-Cola India
and Southwest Asia stated, “Our
partnership with Hockey India
is rooted in a shared belief that
investing in women's sport
creates change that endures.
When junior players train
alongside seniors ina conducive
environment, the impact
reshapes their understanding of
greater possibilities. Through
Anandana, The Coca-ColaIndia
Foundation, we are committed
to being a meaningful part of
that transformation for Indian
women's hockey at the
grassroots”

"It will be hard for any team to face our batting line-up," says Chahal after
Punjab Kings script history with the highest ever chase of 265 in TATAIPL

Prateek Bhargava
Delhi. Punjab Kings (PBKS)
scripted history at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium on saturday,
chasing down a mammoth target
of 265 to defeat Delhi Capitals
(DC) by 6 wickets with 7 balls
to spare. It was the highest
successful chase in the history
of the Tata Indian Premier
League (IPL), breaking their
own record of chasing 262
against the Kolkata Knight
Ridersin 2024.

The Kings were ferocious
from ball one. Prabhsimran
Singh set the tone with a
stunning 76 off 26 deliveries at
a strike rate of 292.3, while
Priyansh Arya complemented
him with a blistering 43 off 17 at

252.9. Together, they put on a
powerplay for the ages, scoring
116 runs without loss in the first
six overs and turning what
appeared to be a daunting target
into a statement pursuit.

After their dismissals,
captain Shreyas Iyer took
charge with a composed 71 off
36, guiding the side home with
the assurance of a team that
never doubted itself. The
innings featured 20 fours and 20
sixes, with 200 runs coming
from boundaries alone.

Reflecting on the start
provided by the openers,
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal said:
"Prabhsimran and Priyansh
gave us the momentum needed
in the first 6 overs to chase such

a big total. This helped our
batters in the middle overs and
put the bowlers under pressure.
It will be hard for any team to
face our batting line-up."

On the mindset in the
dressing room before the chase,
Chahal added: "We accepted the
total and we were all feeling
very positive before the innings.
We know the quality we possess
with the bat. It was a batting
friendly wicket. We needed an
excellent start if we wanted to
chase this total, and we got just
thatand more from Prabhsimran
and Priyansh. After the first 6
overs, we knew we were in the
driving seat."

Chahal also pointed to the
influence of Head Coach Ricky

Ponting on Prabhsimran's
development. "Ricky has had a
massive influence on him. I've
faced him in the nets and it is
really difficult to bowl to him,
especially in the powerplay
because of his fearless batting.
Before the innings, he was
thinking: if they can score 264,
why can't we do the same. The
performances you see today are
the result of the hard work he has
put into his batting over the past
few years. I am happy that he is
on my team so that [ don’t have
to bowl to him in a competitive
setting." The 35-year-old
spinner also spoke about the
challenges of dealing with the
impact sub rule and explained,
“I can understand why dealing

with the impact sub rule can be
abit challenging, but you simply
have to adapt because that is
what the tournament requires.
This is the direction that the
formatis headed in and we have
to find solutions because we
cannot change it. Today, it was
even more challenging than
usual because of how small the
ground is.” The victory extends
Punjab Kings' unbeaten streak
to seven games. With 13 points
from seven matches, they sit
firmly at the top of the Tata [PL
2026 standings. The Kings will
come back to the New
International Cricket Stadium in
New Chandigarh to take on
Rajasthan Royals on April 28,
2026.
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