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Editorial

The Ceasefire on 'Life Support'

The ceasefire between the U.S. and Iran is currently on 'life support.'
It is technically alive—still breathing—yet it could breathe its last
at any moment. This, in essence, summarizes the state of the
ceasefire after just two days. Ifa peace agreement cannot be reached
between these two nations, or if the ceasefire ceases to be 'sincere,’
then a 'war of mass destruction' should be considered all but
inevitable; for America’s massive warships, fighter jets, missiles,
drones, and troops are already stationed right there in the Middle
East. Within mere hours of the ceasefire taking effect, Israel rained
down approximately 160 bombs on several Lebanese cities—all
within a span of just ten minutes. Consequently, more than 303
innocent, blameless people were killed, and over 1,500 were injured.
Furthermore, multi-story buildings were reduced to rubble. This is
according to official data. The heart-wrenching screams echoing
across the streets of Lebanon have repeatedly raised a haunting
question in one's mind: Why is Prime Minister Netanyahu so bent
on committing 'mass genocide'? Is he not a human being? Or is it
that a monster has merely donned a human mask? If Netanyahu were
to win an election and return to the premiership on the back of such
massacres, humanity itself would spit upon him. This murderer, too,
will have his day—a day when it will take but a few fleeting moments
for him to become a corpse himself! Israel is a friendly nation to
India; however, India has never, and will never, endorse acts of
genocide. The pertinent question here is not whether or not Lebanon
falls within the specific scope of the ceasefire agreement. The true
concern and issue at hand is that, in the wake of this massacre, the
ceasefire itself has been pushed onto 'life support.’ Iran is seething
with outrage. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament, maintains that three of the ten core tenets of the
ceasefire agreement have been flagrantly violated; consequently, he
argues, any further peace negotiations or agreements have been
rendered utterly meaningless. Iran alleges that the United States is
waging war through Israel, despite the declaration of a ceasefire.
The contradictions between the U.S. and Iran remain unchanged
regarding the most critical aspects of Iran's nuclear program—
specifically uranium enrichment and the ultimate goal of becoming
anuclear-armed state. Iran views its nuclear program as a sovereign
right, whereas the U.S. is adamant about either destroying Iran's
enriched uranium or having it transported out of the country.

Manisha Bhargava

Semi-Final Results: 16th Hockey India Sub
Junior Women National Championship
2026 Ranchi, Jharkhand

Hockey Madhya Pradesh beat Hockey
Association of Odisha 2-1 in semi-final 1

Prateek Bhargava
Ranchi. Hockey Madhya
Pradesh and Hockey Jharkhand
secured their places in the gold
medal match after winning their
respective semi-final fixtures in
Division kAl of the 16th Hockey
India Sub Junior Women
National Championship 2026 in
Ranchi, Jharkhand, which is
supported by Anandana, the
Coca-Cola India Foundation. In
the first semi-final of Division
kAl, Hockey Madhya Pradesh
defeated the Hockey Association
of Odisha 2-1. For the winners,
Keshar Bhabar (581) and
Nousheen Naz contributed one
goal each to guide their team to

victory. For Odisha, captain
Rubina Baxla (271) was the lone
goalscorer. In the second semi-
final of Division kAl, Hockey
Jharkhand  defeated  Uttar
Pradesh Hockey 2-0. The home
teamls clinical performance was
fueled by goals from Rejina
Kullu (251) and Sandeepa
Kumari (431), ensuring their spot
in the summit clash. In the
championship final, Hockey
Madhya Pradesh will face off
against Hockey Jharkhand, while
Hockey Association of India will
play against Uttar Pradesh
Hockey in the third-place match.
Both matches will be played on
Sunday, April 12,2026.

Ganapathy moves two shots clear of
Baisoya atAM Green AM GREEN IGPL
Mauritius hosted by Leander Paes

Prateek Bhargava

Port Louis, Mauritius. Veer
Ganapathy (67-69) turned in a
superb finish for the second day
in succession to move into sole
two-shot lead after the second
day of the AM Green AM
GREEN IGPL Invitational 2026
Mauritius hosted by Leander
Paes at the picturesque Anahita
Golf Course.

Overnight co-leader Sachin
Baisoya (67-71) slipped on the
very last hole of the second
round, and it gave Ganapathy
the pole position and put himself
inaprime place to make a bid for
the title. The 18-year-old left-
handed Bangalore golfer, who
shot 67 on Day 1, was even par
after the front nine at the Anahita
Golf Course but landed three
birdies on the back nine. They
included birdies on the 16th and
the 18th, to card 3-under 69 and
moved to 8-under total after 36
holes. The first-round co-leader
Baisoya (67-71), who was tied
for the lead after 17 holes,
bogeyed the Par-5 18th and his
playing partner Ganapathy
birdied it. That two-shot swing
saw Ganapathy move into sole
lead by two shots as Baisoya fell
to 6-under. There were three
other players former two-time
All India Amateur champion
Aryan Roopa Anand (71-70),
Ridhima Dilawari (69-72) and
Milind Soni (69-72) at 3-under
for two rounds and are Tied-
third.

None of the top five have
tasted success on the AM Green
AM GREEN IGPL but the next
two at 2-under total and Tied-
sixth, Aman Raj (73-69) and
Kapil Kumar (74-68) did win in
the 2025 season. In the team
competition RVR Delhi moved
into the top spot with a two-
round two-player total of 7-
under, while Phoenix
Hyderabad are second at one
shot behind alongside Atri
Mumbeai.

With the conditions at
Anahita continuing to be
challenging, only four other

players, WGAI pro Amandeep
Drall (69-74), Udayan Mane
(70-73), rookie Sukhman Singh
(71-72) and Shaurya Binu (75-
68) were under par at 1-under
total each. They were Tied-
eighth. Only atotal of 12 players
are in red numbers, indicating
how challenging the course has
been with the windy conditions
and demanding greens. Among
the big stars, who were outside
Top-10 of the scoreboard were
2025 AM GREEN IGPL
Rankings topper, Pukhraj Gill
(72-72), SSP Chawrasia (73-71)
and Gaurav Ghei (74-70) at T-
12; Shiv Kapur (70-73) at T-20;
Karandeep Kochhar (73-73) at
T-22 and Gaganjeet Bhullar (73-
74)at T-29. The top local player
was the 27-year-old Pierre
Pellegrin, who also plays on the
Sunshine Tour in South Africa.
Pellegrin after a first round of 8-
over 80 bounced back with the
days with card of 8-under 64 to
rise to T-12 at even par for two
days. He moved up 43 places
with his second round which
was 16 shots better than his first
round. With just one more round
to go in the second event of the
2026 calendar, there are just 18
holes between Ganapathy, and a
breakthrough win as a
professional. Last season, Veer,
son of former Indian Tour pro,
Rahul Ganapathy, who is his
coach, was twice runner-up.
Now he has ahandy lead of three
shots over. Ganapathy said, kI
have been putting well and that
worked for me again today,

Ridhima Dilawari is the top Pellegrinis the top

usinthe field

especially on the back nine. I
have contended in the pastand I
know the more I put myself in
this position the more chances |
will have,l said Veer, who was
adjudged as the kYoung Turkl of
the 2025 AM GREEN IGPL
season. Chasing him hard is
kMr. Consistentl Baisoya,
whose closing hole bogey was
magnified by Ganapathyls
birdie on the same hole. Baisoya
had multiple finishes in Top-3
last season and was fourth in
2025 AM GREEN IGPL
Rankings. The former National
Games gold medallist has won
four times as apro in Indiabut s
looking for his first win on the
AM Green AM GREEN IGPL
Tour. He knows a two-shot lead
can disappear in just a hole and
he will need a good and
consistent startto have a chance
to lifta AM Green AM GREEN
IGPL Trophy for the first time.
Aryan Roopa Anand at one
stage looked like getting close to
Ganapathy, but a closing triple
bogey on the tricky Par-5 18th
brought him down from 5-under
for the day to 2-under. He has a
3-under total for two days and is
tied third place. Milind Soni is
eyeing his first Top-10 finish in
the AM Green AM GREEN
IGPL and Ridhima is the top
woman in the field as Amandeep
Drall dropped to Tied-
eighth.With the course and
weather conditions being rather
challenging, the final day could
be a humdinger and mistakes
can prove costly.
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