When one wishes
to cross the ocean,
one must have faith

in the navigator,
similarly, to cross
the samsaric ocean
one must have faith
in the Guru.
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Editorial

Bengal’s ‘Hostage’ Justice

Such violent mayhem erupted in the Malda district of West Bengal
that it robbed the country’s Chief Justice, Justice Surya Kant, of
his sleep. He remained awake until 2:00 AM—well past
midnight—striving to ensure the safe release of seven judicial
officers who had been taken hostage. Among those officers were
three women. The Chief Justice contacted the Chief Justice of the
Calcutta High Court. The Chief Justice, in turn, called the State
Chief Secretary, the Home Secretary, and the Director General of
Police, urging them to secure the release of the captive officers.
They were given "assurances," yet no concrete action was taken.
The country’s Chief Justice has noted that, as late as 11:00 PM,
the District Magistrate (DM) and Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) of Malda had still not reached the scene. The officers had
been taken hostage around 3:30 PM. During that intervening
period of 8-9 hours, any untoward incident could have occurred!
A mob numbering in the thousands stood outside the office, highly
agitated and enraged. They were armed with sticks, clubs, and
stones. The mob smashed cars, set them ablaze, and pelted stones.
By no stretch of the imagination was this an expression of
democracy. It was not merely hooliganism, but a scene of
dangerous lawlessness—a veritable "jungle raj." Ultimately,
Justice Surya Kant was compelled to issue a verbal order,
following which security forces successfully secured the safe
release of the judicial officers. The Supreme Court has issued
"show-cause notices" to the State Chief Secretary, Home
Secretary, Director General of Police, the Head of Police for Law
and Order, the area’s Police Commissioner, and the District DM
and SSP, directing them to appear before the Court online on April
6. We do not consider this sufficient. While it is possible that legal
proceedings typically unfold in this manner, the manner in which
the mob attacked judicial officers—holding them hostage for
nearly nine hours—constitutes, to all intents and purposes, a
democratic disgrace, a brazen assault on justice and law and order,
and a criminal obstruction of public servants in the discharge of
their duties. Chief Justice Justice Surya Kant himself has
acknowledged that this is no ordinary incident, but rather a
conspiracy and an act of criminal contempt. Yet, everyone seems
to be speaking the language of politics. In essence, this constitutes
apsychological assault on judicial officers.

Manisha Bhargava

“Everyone got a taste of the maturity he has with the
bat,” Brad Haddin on Cooper Connolly ahead of
Punjab Kingsl clash against Chennai Super Kings

Prateek Bhargava
Chennai.  Punjab  Kings
Assistant Coach Brad Haddin
praised the composure and
maturity shown by Cooper
Connolly ahead of Punjab
Kingsl upcoming away fixture
against Chennai Super Kings at
MA Chidambaram Stadium on
3 April.

Speaking about Connollyls
impact, Haddin said, “Welve
known about Cooper Connolly
in Australia for some time. We
were pretty keen to get him early
in the auction and spoke early in
our preparation about bringing
him in before everyone could
get a real look at how good he
was.”

“I think everyone got a taste
of the maturity he has with the
bat and saw the way he
controlled the innings in the first
game. It was his first [IPL game
under pressure with things
going on around him, but welve
known about that ability for a
long time and I think everyone
got the opportunity to see his
skills.”

Providing an update on
Shreyas lyer who was injured in
the previous match, Haddin
said, “Therels no break (in the
bone), which is a good thing.
Now itls just about getting the
swelling down and getting the
movement back in the hand, so
he should be right for

tomorrow.”

Speaking about Xavier
Bartlettls development, Haddin
said, “If you look closely at
Xavier Bartlettls game, hels
improved a lot over the last 12
months. He started
predominantly as a new-ball
bowler, but hels developed a
really good game at the end of
an innings as well.”

He added, “His batting has
come along way over the last 12
months. Hels a reliable lower-
order hitter now, and we saw
that when the pressure was on in
the last game.”

Speaking about the squad
balance, Haddin said, “Welve
got great flexibility in our squad.
Welve spent a lot of time over
the last two years trying to get
that balance right so we can
cover different surfaces in the
IPL.”

On assessing the conditions

at the venue, he added, “Welll
look at all the numbers around
the surface here. Therels a lot of
data on how it plays and whether
you need to play an extra
spinner. The wicket has become
abit flatter over time, and therels
more grass on it at the moment
than welve seen previously, so
welll probably make a
judgement call after training
today. Butas I said before, welre
very lucky with the flexibility in
our squad, so welre not too
worried about what surface
welll get.”

Reflecting on the teamls start
to the tournament, Haddin said,
“Welre very happy. ltls
important to get your
tournament started in the right
way. Therels room for
improvement in what we did in
the first game, but welre very
pleased with the way the game
panned out in the end.”

Yuvraj Singh lauds AM Green IGPL’s team format as squads
are announced for ten high-powered franchises

Union Minister for Tourism, Gajen

Prateek Bhargava

New Delhi. The AM Green
India Golf Premier League
(IGPL) today announced the
complete squads for all ten of'its
franchises in New Delhi. The
finalisation of the ten squads
marks a defining moment in
IGPL’s journey for professional
golfers from across the globe as
they join their respective teams
for the season.

The teams were announced
at a glittering function at The
Oberoi, New Delhi, by cricket
legend Yuvraj Singh and the
CEO of'the IGPL, Uttam Singh
Mundy. As Mundy highlighted
the need to promote golfto boost
both player development and
tourism in India, Yuvraj hailed
the team component in a sport
that has traditionally been an

individual game.
Amidst the announcements,
Shri Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat, Union Minister for
Tourism, Government of India,
extended his heartfelt
congratulations to the IGPL for
its landmark commitment to

=

mobilise US$2 billion
investment  towards  the
development of world-class
golftourism destinations across
India. The Minister described
the commitment as a watershed
moment for Indian sports
tourism and a resounding
endorsement  of  India's
emergence as a high-value
global destination.

Speaking on the occasion,
Union Minister Shekhawat said:
“The Indian Golf Premier
League’s pledge to bring two
billion dollars of investment
into golf tourism infrastructure
is not merely a sporting
initiative—it is a strategic

in
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contribution to Brand India.
Nations like Mauritius,
Vietnam, and South Africa have
demonstrated how golf can
transform landscapes into
internationally coveted
destinations, attracting high-
net-worth visitors and year-
round tourism revenue. IGPL is
now positioning India to lead
that story in Asia.

“Prime Minister Modi’s
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
demands that we build
infrastructure that attracts
global capital and creates
enduring employment.”

15 events in 2026

The season will feature 15

L o e FRATTR,

across the franchises' respective
home cities, and five will be
held internationally. The first
three international venues will
include Mauritius, South Africa,
and Congo later this month.
Each team consists of four
players. At each event, players
will compete for individual
prizes from a pool of 1.5 crore
while simultaneously
representing their team. The two
best scores from each team
every day will count towards the
team placings. Points will be
accumulated over the season, at
the end of which the top three
teams will be decided and

events; ten will be held in India

dra Singh Shekhawat, hails AM Green IGPL's commitment to mobilise US$2 billion in golf and tourism
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rewarded. Yuvraj Singh, Co-
founder of IGPL, said: “The
team component will make the
game exciting with its fast pace.
Iam thrilled by the plans to grow
the game, which holds so much
potential.” Uttam Singh Mundy,
CEO of IGPL, said: “We are
hosting 15 events spread out
over the year. The periods
between IGPL events will allow
our players to compete in
international events on the
International Series, Asian Tour,
and other global Tours. Our goal
is to see them reach the highest
levels, including the
International Series and the LIV
GolfLeague.”
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Nation’s Think Tank Playground Business Magazine
Unveiled at Global Business Connect & Awards 2026
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Prateek Bhargava
New Delhi. In a spectacular
confluence ofideas, innovation,
and global entrepreneurship, the
much-anticipated Playground
Business Magazine—hailed as
the nation’s emerging think tank
for business leaders—was
officially launched at the
prestigious Global Business
Connect & Awards 2026, held at
the luxurious Crowne Plaza
New Delhi.The grand event
witnessed an  impressive
gathering of industry stalwarts,

international dignitaries,
entrepreneurs, and
changemakers, marking a

significant milestone in India’s
evolving business and media
landscape.The event was
meticulously curated and hosted
by Ankit Kaushik, Founder of
Brandman India, who has
consistently been at the forefront
of creating impactful platforms
that bridge business, media, and
leadership.

Under his leadership, the
eventreflected a seamless blend
of intellectual  exchange,
recognition, and  global
networking.The evening was
graced by an illustrious panel of
chief guests and distinguished
personalities  who  added
immense value and prestige to
the event. Among them was
celebrated Bollywood actor
Sudesh Berry, whose cinematic
legacy and powerful presence
resonated with the audience.
Joining him was globally
respected media educator and
industry  leader  Sandeep
Marwah, Founder of AAFT and
Marwah Studios, who

s
[ i3t Jst Prestigious Corpoﬁvard Eve

emphasized the  growing
importance of media, creativity,
and entrepreneurship in shaping
modern economies.Adding an
international flair to the event
was acclaimed Ukrainian model
Elizabeth, whose presence
symbolized the global outreach
and inclusivity of the
platform.The highlight of the
evening was the grand unveiling
of  Playground  Business
Magazine, envisioned as more
than just a publication—it is
positioned as a “think tank” for
the nation’s business minds. The
magazine aims to bring together
powerful narratives, expert
insights, startup stories,
leadership perspectives, and
strategic frameworks that can
inspire, educate, and empower

entreprencurs at every
stage. With a  focus on
innovation, disruption, and

scalable growth, the magazine is
set to become a hub for thought
leadership—bridging the gap
between emerging
entrepreneurs and established
industry leaders. It seeks to
amplify voices that are shaping
the future of business, while also

providing actionable knowledge
that drives real-world impact. A
major highlight of the Global
Business Connect & Awards
2026 was the felicitation
ceremony, where outstanding
entrepreneurs and business
leaders were honored for their
exceptional contributions to
their respective industries.
Awardees from across India, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, and Dubai were
recognized, showcasing the
event’s expansive international
reach.From  startups  and
MSMEs to established
enterprises, individuals were
awarded for  innovation,
leadership, social impact, and
business excellence. The awards
not only celebrated success
stories but also highlighted the
resilience, creativity, and vision
that define modern
entrepreneurship.Beyond
recognition, the event served as
apowerful networking platform,

enabling meaningful
interactions among
entrepreneurs, investors,
industry experts, and media
professionals. Attendees
engaged in insightful

discussions around emerging
market trends, global business
opportunities, digital
transformation, and the future of
entrepreneurship.Speakers at
the event emphasized the need
for collaborative ecosystems
where knowledge sharing and
strategic partnerships can drive
sustainable growth. The cross-
border participation further
reinforced the idea that business
today is no longer confined by
geography, but powered by

global connectivity.
The  Global Business
Connect & Awards 2026

successfully positioned itself as
a premier platform that not only
celebrates excellence but also
contributes to strengthening

India’s entrepreneurial
ecosystem. By bringing together
diverse  perspectives  and

fostering dialogue, the event
played a crucial role in
encouraging innovation and
enterprise  development.The
launch of Playground Business
Magazine adds anew dimension
to this vision—serving as an
ongoing medium to continue
these conversations, share

_‘ost Prestigious Cor
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insights, and build a community
of forward-thinking
leaders. With its grand success at
Crowne Plaza New Delhi, the
event has set a new benchmark
in the business and awards

ecosystem.
The synergy between global
participation, impactful

recognition, and the launch of a
visionary publication signals a
promising future for such
platforms.As Playground
Business Magazine begins its
journey, it is poised to become a
powerful voice in the business
world—documenting success,
inspiring  innovation, and
shaping the narratives of
tomorrow’s leaders. The evening
concluded on a high note,
leaving attendees inspired,
connected, and motivated—
ready to contribute to a future
driven by ideas, collaboration,
and excellence.Adding another
highlight to the event, an
exclusive podcast featuring
Sudesh Berry was recorded on
the sidelines of the event. The
podcast was hosted by Rohan
Sharma, a senior journalist and
PR personality, known for his
impactful conversations and
industry insights.The engaging
discussion covered Sudesh
Berry’s  journey in  the
entertainment industry, evolving
media landscapes, and his
perspective  on  success,
discipline, and reinvention. The
podcast is expected to be
released soon across digital
platforms, offering audiences a
deeper glimpse into the actor’s
experiences and thoughts
beyond the stage.
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