Insect, ant, pig, dog,
animal, bird, man,
king, beggar, big or
small, he looked at
all with equality.
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Editorial
Now, This ‘Oil-and-Gas War’

Some encouraging signals have emerged from the U.S. side
regarding the conflict with Iran. President Trump has clarified that
he will not deploy American ground troops. The U.S. has effectively
won the war; [ran’s entire leadership structure has been dismantled.
Normalcy is expected to be restored very soon. U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent has issued a statement indicating that oil-
related sanctions against Iran could potentially be lifted. Iran would
then be free to sell the oil currently held in its ships and tankers at
sea to any nation. A decision to this effect could be taken shortly.
While the U.S. President has signaled an end to the conflict, the
situation remains entirely uncertain and volatile until he makes a
formal announcement and issues orders for the withdrawal of his
troops—such is the very nature of President Trump. In reality, the
dimensions of the conflict with Iran have shifted dramatically. It
has now entered a terrifying and destructive phase—that of an “oil-
and-gas war.” If the U.S. genuinely intends to wind down the
conflict, why has the Pentagon requested an additional $200
billion—equivalent to X18.64 lakh crore—in supplementary
funding from the U.S. Congress? This is a highly pertinent question.
Turning to India’s stock and business markets, a staggering 337 lakh
crore has been wiped out within just 20 days of the conflict. On
March 19 alone, approximately X14 lakh crore in market wealth
was lost in a single day. These figures represent losses incurred
solely by the financial services sector, institutions, and corporate
entities; the overall, cumulative loss could prove to be infinite and
boundless. Experts project that if crude oil prices remain above $120
per barrel for a prolonged period, it is virtually certain to have a
detrimental impact on the country’s GDP growth and corporate
earnings in the fiscal year 2027. India exports goods worth 19 lakh
crore to the Gulfnations; given that this trade has been disrupted by
the conflict, it is evident that the nation's economy is currently
taking a hit. The ‘South Pars Gas Plant’ in Iran—which Israel
subjected to a devastating attack—is the single largest producer of
gas, boasting a capacity of 1,800 trillion cubic feet. Pars alone could
have met the world's gas requirements for 13 long years. In terms
of natural gas production, Iran ranks as the third-largest producer
globally, following the United States and Russia. Natural gas has
long served as ‘Iran’s lifeline,” given that 80 percent of the country's
electricity is generated using this fuel.

Manisha Bhargava

Shashank Singh and Yuzvendra Chahal’s
‘entire focus is on the trophy’ as Punjab
Kings prepare to start IPL 2026 campaign

Punjab Kings announced Nippon Paint as their
Partner for IPL 2026

new Official

Prateek Bhargava
Chandigarh. With the TATA
Indian Premier League (IPL)
season 19 starting on March 28,
2026, Punjab Kings (PBKS) star
players Yuzvendra Chahal and
Shashank Singh have high
hopes for the team in the
upcoming season. Speaking
during the announcement of
Nippon Paint as the team's new
Official Partner in Mohali on
Thursday, the players discussed
the team’s dynamics, mindset
and preparations ahead of the
upcoming season.

The official launch event
was attended by key dignitaries,
including Mr. Satish Menon,
CEO of Punjab Kings, Mr.
Saurabh Arora, Chief
Commercial Officer of Punjab
Kings, Mr. Sharad Malhotra,
Managing Director, Nippon
Paint (India) Group and Mr.
Mark Titus, President of
Decorative Coatings Business,
Nippon Paint India, alongside
the two star cricketers.

Speaking about  the
preparations, batter Shashank
Singh lauded the team for
conducting regular camps as he
stated, "This is technically our
fifth or sixth camp. The
franchise is making sure we

have regular camps. The one in
Abu Dhabi was the best among
all. The preparation is really up
to the mark, and we are all ready
to go and keep you guys
entertained."

Veteran spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal explained how these
camps help build a winning
environment. "This tournament
is not just for one week; it is for
two months," he said. "When
you set up three to four camps,
you build a bond. You eat
together, play together, and
within those two months, you
become a family. Our
motivation is that we do not
leave anyone alone, which helps
us perform better on and off the
field,” he added.

This strong camaraderie is
further reinforced by the
franchise’s decision to retain a
majority of its squad from the

-

IPL 2025 season, creating a
deep sense of security in the
squad.

Adding his thoughts on this,
Shashank noted, "The trust that
was shown to the players last
year was very important. You
will see this time that 23 players
are the same as last year. Every
team's skill level is almost the
same in the IPL. But what makes
a difference is trust and belief,
and I think that is increasing
with time here."

When asked about handling
tough moments in matches, both
players showed a fearless
attitude. "I love pressure," said
Chabhal. "Everyone performs in
easy situations, but when you
perform under pressure, you
gain confidence. My job is to
take wickets in the middle and
death overs, and [ am ready for
it."

Indian Open Polo Championship: Jaipur Optiemus Achievers
Edge Jindal Panther 9-6 in Rain-Hit Exhibition Match

Prateek Bhargava

New Delhi. On a breezy, rain-
kissed evening at the iconic
Jaipur Polo Grounds, nearly
1,000  spectators  braved
intermittent showers to witness
an entertaining exhibition clash
between Jindal Panther and
Jaipur Optiemus Achievers. The
stands featured an eclectic mix
of  attendees, including
prominent politicians and
enthusiastic students from
Maharaja Agrasen Medical
College, adding to the vibrant
atmosphere.

Jaipur Optiemus Achievers
made an emphatic start to the
contest, with Alejo Aramburu

teamwork and precision play.

and Sawai Padmanabh Singh Jindal Panther showed
striking twice each in the renewed intent in the third
opening chukker. Jindal Panther ~ chukker, with Juan Gris

responded through Juan Gris Zavaleta and Naveen Jindal

Zavaleta and Ramiro Zavaleta,
who found the net once apiece,
but the Achievers still held a4-2
advantage at the end of the first
chukker.

The second chukker saw the
Achievers tighten their grip on
the game as Aramburu added
another goal to extend the lead
to 5-2, capitalising on strong

scoring a goal each to narrow the
deficit to 5-4. However, the
Achievers quickly regained
control, as Sawai Padmanabh
Singh and Pratap Singh Kanota
struck crucial goals to restore a
comfortable cushion, ending the
first halfat 7-4.

Following the break, Jaipur
Optiemus Achievers continued

their ~ dominance.  Sawai
Padmanabh Singh showcased
his class with two more goals in
the fourth chukker, while Juan
Gris Zavaleta managed to add
one for Jindal Panther, taking
the score to 9-5.

Persistent rain began to
affect play, and the fifth chukker
ultimately proved to be the final
one. Despite the challenging
conditions, Naveen Jindal
scored the lone goal of the
chukker for Jindal Panther.
However, it wasn’t enough to

overturn the deficit as Jaipur —
Optiemus Achievers sealed a 9-
6 victory in a thrilling, weather-
interrupted encounter.

The match not only
delivered high-quality polo but
also highlighted the sport’s
growing appeal, with fans
turning up in large numbers
despite the unpredictable
weather. Speaking after the
match, Naveen Jindal said, “It’s
always special to be here at the
iconic Jaipur Polo Grounds, one
of the most historic venues for
the sport in India. Polo has been
played on this ground for overa
century, and it carries a rich
legacy — including the famous
1922 match between Jodhpur
and Patiala, which drew an
incredible crowd of over 1.5
lakh spectators. This ground is
notjustavenue, itis the heart of
Indian polo and home to the
Indian Polo Association. Polo,
in many ways, is India’s gift to
the world — it originated in our
country in Manipur before being
embraced globally.”

“The Indian Open
Championship represents the
highest level of polo in the

country — our equivalent of a
World Cup at the 14-goal level.
Unfortunately, due to heavy
rain, the conditions became
unsafe, as wet turf increases the
risk of horses slipping and
getting injured, which is why the
match had to be curtailed,” he
added.

Further he said, “Each player
here brings 8 to 10 horses, and
today we had around 70 to 75
horses on the ground, many of
them world-class breeds from
Argentina and New Zealand.
These horses are incredible
athletes — built for speed,
agility, and endurance — but
they also require immense care,
training, and a  strong
partnership with the rider.”

“It’s heartening to see such a
great turnout today, with many
people experiencing polo for the
first time. Watching the sport is
one thing, but being on the field
— whether as a player or
alongside these magnificent
horses — is a completely
different experience. I truly
believe polo will continue to
grow and reach millions more,”
Naveen Jindal concluded.
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“Recognition must encourage the next generation of cricketers,” says Rohan
Jaitley as DDCA felicitates World Cup winners Pratlka Rawal and Udhav Mohan

Prateek Bhargava

New Delhi. The Delhi &
District Cricket Association
felicitated India’s World Cup
winners Pratika Rawal and
Udhav Mohan at the Sports
Journalists Federation of India
National Convention hosted by
the Delhi Sports Journalists
Association here on Monday.

The recognition ceremony
formed part of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of the SJFI
convention, where
administrators, journalists and
sportspersons  gathered to
celebrate achievements across
Indian sport.

During the felicitation,
DDCA honoured Rawal, who
was part of India’s historic

Delhi Capitals Unveil New Jersey for
IPL 2026; Campaign Features Axar
Patel and Jemlmah Rodrigues

Hki\lﬂ \“
(N

Prateek Bhargava

New Delhi. With IPL 2026 just around the corner, the JSW
and GMR co-owned Delhi Capitals today unveiled their
official jersey for the new season. The design draws
inspiration from the fierce tiger spirit that defines both the
team and the city it represents. The campaign film brings
together captains from both the men’s and women’s teams,
Axar Patel and Jemimah Rodrigues, in a first-of-its-kind
jersey launch that sees both sides unite. It captures a shared
identity and celebrates the growing synergy between the
two teams of Delhi Capitals. Speaking on the unveiling of
the new jersey, Sunil Gupta, CEO, Delhi Capitals, said,
"This jersey celebrates our city, identity and the fearless
mindset we bring to the field. In a first for an IPL jersey
launch campaign, we are also proud to feature our Women’s
team captain, Jemimah Rodrigues, as it reflects our
commitment to building a unified Delhi Capitals culture
across teams. Our Tigers in blue and red are ready, and we
are looking forward to an exciting season ahead."

First Teaser of Carry On Jatta 4 out,
featuring a Special Tribute to Legendary
Late Actor Jaswinder Bhalla
New Delhi (Prateek Bhargava). The
makers of Carry On Jatta 4, unveil the
much-anticipated first teaser of the film
today marking an exciting moment for
Punjabi cinema audiences worldwide.
The film stars Jaswinder Bhalla, Gippy
Grewal, Sargun Mehta, Binnu Dhillon,
Karamjit Anmol, Shinda Grewal, Jasmine Bajwa, and
Sweetaj Brar. In a heartfelt and unprecedented tribute, the
teaser will feature late legendary comedy icon Jaswinder
Bhalla in a special appearance. Celebrated for his
impeccable comic timing and unforgettable performances,
Bhalla remains one of the most beloved figures in Punjabi

entertainment.

women’s ODI World Cup
victory in 2025, with a cash
award of %51 lakh, while Under
19 World Cup winner Mohan
was presented a cash prize of
%11 lakh for his achievement
with the national junior side.
Speaking at the ceremony,
DDCA President Rohan Jaitley
said, “It is always special to
recognise players who have

*

risen through the Delhi system
and gone on to represent the
country with  distinction.
Achievements like these inspire
countless young cricketers who
dream of following the same
path.

Asanassociation we believe
recognition and encouragement
are important in nurturing the
next generation of talent.”

Rawal described the honouras a
memorable moment in her
journey as a cricketer who has
grown through Delhi’s system.
“It feels really good when
youare recognised on such abig
stage, especially by the DDCA
and by Rohan sir. It is a very
privileged moment for me. I
have played a lot of cricket for
Delhi and this is amoment [ will

cherish for the rest of my life,”
Rawal said. Speaking about the
impact such gestures can have
on young players entering the
system, she added, “When you
perform at your  best,
recognition follows naturally, so
it’s intertwined. When you
receive that recognition it
motivates you to perform even
better the next time.
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