What a life-time of being a
celebrity! He was a
mother to both Hindus
and Muslims. He had the
confidence even of
natural enemies. They
could move about without
fear, with a heart full of
love.
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Editorial

Between Statement and Reality

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri attempted to reassure the
nation through a statement in the Lok Sabha, asserting that there
isno shortage of crude oil, petrol, diesel, gas, kerosene, or Aviation
Turbine Fuel. There are adequate reserves of oil. We are importing
crude oil from 40 different countries. There is no need for panic or
anxiety regarding domestic LPG, as orders have been issued to
ensure the delivery of gas cylinders within an average timeframe
of two and a half days. CNG supply stands at 100 percent, and
LNG cargoes are arriving daily. The production of LPG has been
increased by 28 percent. The Minister also touched upon the issues
ofhoarding and black marketing. But who is to tackle these issues?
Itisthe employees of the gas agencies themselves who are openly
selling domestic gas cylinders for prices ranging between 32,500
and %3,000. Can a curb be placed on their activities? The Minister
also remarked that this is not the time to propagate a "fake
narrative." Prime Minister Modi has expressed much the same
sentiment, albeit while speaking at election rallies. The Prime
Minister should either address the nation directly or speak within
the precincts of Parliament; the public does not place its trust in
statements made at election rallies. Since the Minister has
delivered his statement in Parliament, the nation ought to place its
trust in it; yet, what is the reality that our eyes are actually
witnessing? People have begun to take to the streets in protest.
Crowds have surged at petrol pumps, and long queues have formed
outside gas agencies. Cooking gas has vanished from the market,
and there is complete uncertainty regarding when—or even if—
one will receive a cylinder. It remains uncertain whether food will
be cooked in the kitchens of our homes at all! Why did the oil
companies hike the price of domestic LPG cylinders by 260 and
commercial cylinders by ¥114.50? Why were these price hikes
implemented specifically during a time of war? An even more
poignant reality is that the 'Ram Rasoi' in Ayodhya—where, on
average, 20,000 to 30,000 people received free meals every day—
has been forced to shut down. Although, alternative solutions are
currently being explored. At Mumbai’s Siddhivinayak Temple,
'‘prasad' (religious offerings) and other items are now being
prepared on induction cooktops. At Bengaluru’s Banashankari
Temple, the distribution of 'prasad' has had to be suspended. The
kitchen at the Delhi High Court has also been shut down.

Manisha Bhargava

Special Olympics Golfers Take Centre
Stage At IGPL Invitational Chandigarh 2026

Special Olympic Golfers Ranveer Singh Saini, Kushagra Gaur,
and Mohit Kumar play alongside professionals at the Chandigarh
Golf Club in alandmark moment for inclusive sport

Prateek Bhargava
Chandigarh. The Indian Golf
Premier League (IGPL) scripted
a historic moment at its
Invitational 2026 Chandigarh
Leg, held from 11 to 13 March
atthe Chandigarh Golf Club, by
inviting three Special Olympics
golfers; Ranveer Singh Saini,
Kushagra Gaur and Mohit
Kumar to play alongside
professional golfers. The
occasion marked one of the
most  significant  gestures
towards inclusive sport. The
event saw Indian Golf legend
and defending champion
Gaganjeet  Bhullar  being
crowned champion at the IGPL
Invitational Chandigarh 2026
event and the special Olympic
golfers witnessed the amazing
feat. Ranveer Singh Saini from
Gurgaon is the first autistic
Indian and a three-time Special
Olympics  World  Games
medalist (Gold 2015 at Los
Angeles , Silver 2019 in Abu
Dhabi , Gold 2023 in Berlin), a
13-time National Champion,
and a recipient of the National
Award in Sports from the
President of India.

Mohit Kumar, 21, from
Hisar, is a rising talent who
secured second place at the
Special Olympics Bharat

P\ e

National Goif Championship
and is a probable for the Special

Olympics World Summer
Games in Santiago, Chile.
Speaking on the momentous
occasion, Ranveer Sainils father
Kartikeya Saini shares, "IGPL
has taken this initiative to invite
these young golfers to play on
their tour with some of the finest
Indian golfers. The moment you
do that you have taken a giant
step by playing alongside
them." "Ranveer, Kushagra, and
Mohit have bonded very well.
IGPL has made them come
together high fives, hugging
each other after a good putt. It
was great camaraderie that
IGPL has brought amongst
players with disability.", added
Mr Kartikeya Saini Kushagra
Gaur, also from Gurgaon, is an
international gold medalist at
the Macau Special Olympics

Golf Masters and has been
competing on the IGU North
India Feeder Tour against
mainstream professionals since
then. Both Ranveer and
Kushagra train at DLF Golfand
Country Club and are
recognised in the Limca Book of
Records. Kushagra's journey to
golf began with cricket. His
mother recalls that his natural
ability to hit boundaries easily
made the family consider a sport
where individual focus and
technical mastery could shine
and golf fit perfectly.
Kushagrals mother speaking on
her sonls natural transition from
cricket to playing golf shared,
"He used to hit boundaries very
easily during his school days, so
we felt golf is all about hitting.
And there was nobody to judge
him. We never made him feel he
had some limitation, we used to
say, we can break it. Let's try."

Reflecting on Kushagrals
journey from Macau to the IGU
North Feeder and expressing her
gratitude to IGPL, Shweta Gaur,
mother of Kushagra Gaur,
shared, "Since 2018 he started
playing the IGU Feeder. He was
playing really good golf and
competing with regular golfers.
His score became from double-
digit to single digit.

Need to give non-cricket sports its due space and strengthen
grassroot talent: Mos MYAS Smt Raksha Khadse

SJF| Golden Jubilee National Convention Celebrations begin in New Delhi

About SJFI National Convention 2026
— Golden Jubilee Edition

The SJFI National Convention is Indials most prestigious
annual congregation of more than 250 senior sports journalists,
sports administrators, policymakers, athletes, and industry
leaders. The Golden Jubilee National Convention holds special
national significance, celebrating five decades of SJFIls
contribution to Indian sport and media. SJFI is recognized and
affiliated to the World Sports Journalist Body, also known as
AIPS. This landmark edition commemorates 50 years of the
Sports Journalistsl Federation of India (SJFT)—Indials most

Prateek Bhargava casin
New Delhi. There's a need to
give non-cricket sports its due
space and recognition and
strengthen the grassroot talent,
said minister of state for youth
affairs and sports (MYAS) Smt
Raksha Khadse during her
powerful and  thought-
provoking address to mark the
beginning of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the Sports

SJFI CONVENTION 2026

Journalists Federation of India's
(SJFI) National Convention at
the Major Dhyan Chand
stadium here on Friday. The
four-day Convention, hosted by
the Delhi Sports Journalist
Association (DSJA),
commenced on Friday, marking
the return of the prestigious
gathering to the national capital
after more than two decades.
Addressing the gathering, Smt
Khadse said, kThe important
role played by sports journalists
in promoting sports culture is
truly inspiring. There's aneed to
promote talent at the grassroots
level. Through your work, you
are giving new energy to sports.

The way you cover sports helps
people understand how they can
move forward in sport and how
the younger generation can be
encouraged to participate.”" Smt
Khadse emphasised on the need
to give space to non-cricket
sports, while highlighting the
government initiatives,
promoting sports tourism and
open career paths in emerging
fields such as sports science.
She also wunderscored that
journalism, as the fourth pillar
of'the democracy, is essential in
advancing social good, and that
sports media plays a critical role
in projecting India's soft power
globally. She also urged the

Powered by

greater participation of women
in the field. Apart from Smt
Khadse, the opening ceremony
of'the Convention was attended
by sports Secretary Shri Hari
Ranjan Rao, along with senior
members of the sports
journalism fraternity.

The ceremony began with
the traditional lighting of the
lamp, followed by a series of
felicitation ceremonies
recognising key dignitaries and
contributors to the convention.
DSJA President Abhishek
Tripathi  felicitated  Smt.
Khadse, while DSJA Secretary
Sabi Hussain honoured Ranjan
Rao. The SJFI leadership —

influential and enduring platform for sports journalism, sports
governance, and national sports discours.

President Saraju Chakraborty
and Secretary V. Ramesh—also
felicitated the chief guests with
ceremonial shawls.

In areciprocal gesture, Smt.
Khadse felicitated the SJFI
President and Secretary, before
joining the SJFI leadership to
honour the state presidents and
secretaries representing
affiliated sports journalistsl
associations from across the
country. Ms. Nabanita Das,
AGM - Corporate
Communications, Jindal Steel,
was also felicitated during the

ceremony on behalf of Mr.
Naveen lJindal, Lok Sabha
Member of Parliament.

A key highlight of the
evening was the unveiling of the
JK Bose Inter-Zonal T20
Cricket Trophy and the AC Bali
Table Tennis Trophy, formally
launching the competitive
sporting segment of the
convention. The draw for the JK
Bose Inter-Zonal T20 Cricket
Tournament was also
conducted, setting up two
exciting clashes: South vs East
and West vs North.
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