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Wlth little efforts
we can get

substantial gains.
The gain is easily
attained by all.
Till all the faculties
are in tact, every
moment should be
thus utilised.
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Editorial

Supreme Court bans book

The Supreme Court has ordered a blanket ban on a book containing
a chapter on "Corruption in the Judiciary." The book was to be
taught as a social science subject in the eighth grade. It was
published by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT), an autonomous body under the Union Ministry
of Education. The Chief Justice of India, Justice Surya Kant, and
other judges were outraged and termed the inclusion of'this chapter
a "deep conspiracy." The Chief Justice remarked that NCERT had
fired a shot, and the judiciary was bleeding. This is not just a
mistake, but a "deliberate conspiracy" to undermine the dignity of
the judiciary and poison the youth. Instead of admitting its mistake,
the director of the institution has defended these controversial
passages in writing. This is even more serious. We will find out.
Heads will be cut, but we will conduct a thorough investigation. We
will not allow a constitutional institution like the judiciary to be
discredited in this manner. Even today, millions of people have faith
and trust in the judiciary. How can that be allowed to be shattered?'
The bench also ordered the seizure of all formats and editions of the
book, whether physical or digital, hard or soft, and on web portals.
The 38 copies of the book that have already been sold should also
be recovered and confiscated. The bench issued notices to NCERT
Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani and the Union School Education
Secretary. They will be present in court on March 11th. The
Supreme Court even asked why contempt proceedings should not
be initiated against the director. A compliance report on the court's
order must be submitted within two weeks. When such a social
science book, along with its allegations of corruption in the
judiciary, surfaced, Prime Minister Modi expressed his anger in a
cabinet meeting, asking, "What are we teaching? Who is overseeing
all this? Who is approving such material? Someone must be held
accountable." However, the Prime Minister's strong comment was
made public through sources. However, the controversial chapter
of the book states that approximately 81,000 cases are pending in
the Supreme Court, while the number in the country's High Courts
isapproximately 6.24 million. Approximately 1,600 complaints of
corruption were filed between 2017 and 2021. The complaints
received by the Chief Justice's office are different. The Law
Ministry disclosed in Parliament that 8,639 complaints were
received against judges between 2016 and 2025.

Manisha Bhargava

With sports in her blood, Jyoti Singh,
daughter of an international athlete, aims
to forge alegacy of her own

Prateek Bhargava
Bengaluru. Born in Jhansi, 21-
year-old Jyoti Singh is already
making waves in Indian hockey.
The youngster has already
shown her credentials in her
brief career so far, captaining
India at the FIH Hockey
Women's Junior World Cup City
of Santiago 2025. She also made
her senior debut last year,
featuring in four matches of the
FIH Hockey Pro League
2024/25 (Women), including a
remarkable win against World
No. 1, the Netherlands, a
performance that highlighted
her readiness for the biggest
stage.

Jyoti’s journey with sports
started at a very young age,
when she visited training
grounds with her father, who
was an international long
distance runner. However, it was
her cousin sister who inspired
her to pick up the hockey stick
attheageof 11.

Reflecting on her journey so
far, Jyoti shared, “Sports runs in
my family. My father was an
international athlete, soI’d go to
the ground with him to do some
running, and also play some
badminton. However, it was my
cousin sister who inspired me to
play hockey. She was part of the
senior academy.

Whenever she would come
home for summer vacations, I
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would spend time with her and
want to be like her.”
Highlighting the role her
family played throughout her
career, Jyoti shared, “My family

and my coaches always
supported me, there was never
any pressure.

It’s a privilege for me to
come from a family of sports
people because they have gone
through similar experiences.
My father has been an athlete, so
he guides me from his learnings.
Even my mom, although she’s
not from a sports background,
supports me a lot and pushes me,
especially mentally.”

Taking the first steps
towards fulfilling her dream of
becoming a professional hockey
player, Jyoti moved to Madhya
Pradesh, where she further

honed her skills at the Madhya
Pradesh Women’s Hockey
Academy in Gwalior.

Since then, achievements
have followed her throughout
her short career thus far. She led
the junior Indian team to a Gold
medal in the Women’s Junior
Asia Cup 2024. More recently,
she also played a key role in
helping SG Pipers clinch the
Women’s Hero Hockey India
League title in the second
edition of the tournament earlier
this year. Despite her young
age, it’s not difficult to see why
Jyoti has flourished and already
made her mark on the big stage.
It’s her maturity and clarity of
thought, especially in the face of
weighing expectations, that
stand out as key features of her
game.

Over 3,500 register as DDCA conducts open bowling trials

across age groups under Vijay

Prateek Bhargava Following the initial phase
New Delhi. The Delhi & oftrials, shortlisted players will
District Cricket Association is  now be called for further rounds,
conducting  phased open forming the core ofa structured

bowling trials across multiple
age groups and skill categories,
drawing a remarkable response
with over 3,500 players filling
registration forms.

The trials are being held in a
structured, age-wise format,
with  separate assessment
sessions for fast bowlers and
spinners to ensure focused
evaluation, transparency and
fairness. The primary objective
of this initiative is to identify
and nurture promising bowling
talent, particularly players who
do not get adequate
opportunities to feature in
DDCA League matches and
showcase their abilities.

A key highlight of the
programme is that registrations
were kept completely free of
cost. By removing financial
barriers, DDCA aimed to
maximise participation and
ensure that talented players
from all backgrounds had equal
access to the platform.

development camp designed to
provide technical guidance,
performance assessment and
long-term grooming.

Speaking about the trials,
DDCA President Rohan Jaitley
said, "Delhi has historically
produced some of India’s finest
bowlers who have not only
represented the state with
distinction but have gone on to
bring laurels to the country.
From Ishant Sharma to Ashish
Nehra and several others,
Delhi’s bowlers have defined
eras with their impact at the
highest level. This initiative is
about finding the next wave of
such match-winners."

“Delhi has a deep reservoir
of bowling talent, but many
players do not always get the
exposure required at the right
stage of their development.
Through this phased and
transparent process, we are
attempting to widen the
identification base and create a
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structured  pathway
supports genuine merit. The
emphasis is on long-term
grooming and providing the
right ecosystem for bowlers to
progress.” He added. Speaking
about the impact of the initiative
on young cricketers, DDCA
Vice President Shikha Kumar
said, “For many young bowlers,
opportunity is not just about
selection, it is about feeling
noticed and knowing that their
effort matters. When players
step into a  structured
environment like this, it gives
them direction and a sense of
belief in their journey. As an
association, our role goes
beyond identifying talent. It is

that

Dahiya's sup

about creating an atmosphere
where serious cricketers feel
encouraged to commit, improve
and see a future for themselves
in the game.” Speaking about
the response and long-term
vision, DDCA Secretary Ashok
Sharma said, “The
overwhelming response of over
3,500 registrations shows the
hunger that exists among young
bowlers in Delhi. By keeping
the trials free of cost and open
across age groups, we wanted to
ensure that opportunity is never
restricted by circumstance. Our
focus is on building depth in the
bowling  department and
creating a strong pipeline that
can consistently serve Delhi

ervison

cricket in the coming seasons.”
The camp is being led by former
India cricketer and Delhi
captain Vijay Dahiya, along
with experienced coaches and
former international players
including Sanjeev Sharma,
Gurusharan Singh and
Parvinder Awana, as well as
accomplished domestic
professionals such as Sumeet
Dogra and Bantu Singh. Their
involvement brings technical
depth, credibility and
professional rigour to the
evaluation process. Speaking
about the initiative and the
opportunity it presents for
bowlers across age groups,
Vijay Dahiya said, “It is a
brilliant opportunity, especially
at the start of the off-season. It
gives us the time to properly
identify bowlers, spend time
with them and work on their
overall development. If you
want to build winning teams,
whether at junior or senior level,
you need a strong pool of
bowlers, and that is exactly what
we are trying to create through
these open trials.”
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