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Editorial

The Ambition to Become a 'Global Don'

What exactly are US President Trump's intentions? Is he the
president of the world's oldest democratic country, or an
expansionist, imperialist ruler, or does he now aspire to become a
"global don"? President Trump threatens to occupy or attack some
country or another every day. After threatening to abduct
Venezuelan President Maduro with American troops, he is now
issuing similar threats to the presidents of smaller countries like
Cuba and Colombia. From international platforms like the World
Economic Forum, President Trump has clearly stated that he will
seize Greenland because the territory belongs to the US and is
crucial for American security. Russia, China, and Europe cannot
stop him. However, Trump has said that he will not use military
force in Greenland. He has also called Greenland "a piece of ice."
This sounds like a story of a conflict between a gigantic, elusive,
powerful giant and a Lilliputian dwarf! It is due to President Trump's
continuous threats that the US and Europe are facing off against
each other for the first time. From the same global platform, French
President Macron, without naming Trump, said that Europe will
notbow down to anyone's "bullying." Europe will not compromise
either. Europe and NATO will together defend Greenland. The
prime ministers of countries like Denmark, Belgium, and Canada
have warned President Trump not to blackmail Greenland or try to
cross the "red line." The Prime Minister of Greenland has declared
a"state of war," put the army on alert, and appealed to the people to
stock up on five days' worth of rations in their homes. This
autonomous country has a population of only 56-57,000, but
Greenland holds reserves of 25 of the 30 rare earth minerals
considered crucial globally. It also has significant reserves of oil
and gas. In fact, this country opens up a sea route that could facilitate
trade more easily and quickly. From the platform of the World
Economic Forum, President Trump called the presidents of Russia
and Ukraine—Putin and Zelensky—"fools." Whatkind of language
and decorum is this? Trump has also called another president a "sick
man." It's a different matter, and perhaps a necessity, that Trump
has expressed respect for Indian Prime Minister Modi. He called
him a "wonderful man" and "my friend," and predicted that a good
deal would be struck with India. President Trump's predicament
stems from the fact that India imposed a 30 percent tariff on yellow
peas imported from the US in October 2025.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

ICC replacement decision
imminent as Scotland emerge
in Bangladesh row

New Delhi. The International
Cricket Council (ICC) is
expected to announce a
replacement for Bangladesh in
the ICC T20 World Cup 2026
any time soon, as uncertainty
continues  over  Dhaka’s
participation in the tournament.

Scotland have emerged as ;
ICC has

the likely replacement, as per tournament, the

media  reports, following reportedly indicated that
Bangladesh’s refusal totravelto ~ logistical constraints make any
India citing security concerns—  significant reshuffle

a stance that has remained
unchanged despite multiple
rounds of discussions and
alternative arrangements being
explored.

The standoff traces back
nearly three weeks to the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) asking IPL franchise
Kolkata Knight Riders to drop
Bangladesh pacer Mustafizur
Rahman from their IPL 2026
squad, a move that triggered a
wider impasse between the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) and Indian cricket
authorities.

With less than two weeks
remaining before the start ofthe

impractical. Bangladesh have
also rejected proposals to
relocate their fixtures to neutral
venues.

In the absence of any
breakthrough talks or
compromise from the BCB,
Scotland remain in line to take
Bangladesh’s place, though
Cricket Scotland has declined to
officially confirm the
development.

An official statement from
the ICC is awaited which is
expected to provide clarity on
Bangladesh’s  status  and
formally name the replacement
team for the 2026 T20 World
Cup.

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers book
their spotin the final of the Men'’s
Hero Hockey India League 2025-26

A brace from Alexander Hendrickx helped the Lancers
clinch a 2-1 win against Ranchi Royals in Qualifier 1

Bhubaneshwar. Vedanta
Kalinga Lancers booked their
spot in the final of the Men’s
Hero Hockey India League
(HIL), securing a 2-1 win
against Ranchi Royals at the
Kalinga Hockey Stadium on
Friday. Alexander Hendrickx
bagged a brace to give his sidea
2-0 lead before Mandeep Singh
pulled one back for the Royals.

Ranchi Royals began the
game on the front foot, keeping
possession and moving the ball
around neatly to make inroads.
Having sustained the early
pressure by staying steady at the
back, Vedanta Kalinga Lancers
grew into the game and
eventually broke the deadlock
after Alexander Hendrickx (12”)
converted his dragflick from a
penalty corner, giving his side a
1-0 lead in the first quarter.

The Royals pushed forward
in search of an equaliser,
creating 6 circle entries and

—

earning 4 penalty corners in the
second quarter. However, the
Lancers continued to show why
they’re the most reliable
defence in the league having
conceded only 8 goals thus far,
keeping their opponents at bay
to hold onto their one-goal
advantage at halftime.

It was an ideal start to the
second half for the Lancers with
Alexander Hendrickx (327)
doubling their lead. The Belgian
converted another penalty
corner, rifling it into the back of
the net to give his side a two-

goal cushion.
Looking for a way back into
the game, Ranchi Royals

managed to pull one back after
a cleverly executed variation
from a penalty corner that saw
Mandeep Singh (40°) finish off
the move to reduce the deficit
with the score at 2-1 at the end
of'the third quarter.

It was an end-to-end contest

in the final quarter. With eight
minutes to go in the contest, the
Lancers nearly put the game to
bed when Rosan Kujur’s
deflected effort came off the

cross bar. Ranchi Royals
remained relentless in pursuit of
the leveller with 7 circle entries
and a penalty corner. However,
the equaliser eluded them. In the
end, the Vedanta Kalinga
Lancers held their nerve,
booking their place in the final
with a 2-1 victory.

Ranchi Royals will take on
the Hyderabad Toofans in the
Qualifier 2 at the Kalinga
Hockey Stadium on Sunday,
January 25.

All matches of the Hero
Hockey India League will be
broadcast live on Sony Sports
Ten 1, Sony Sports Ten 3 and
DD Sports. The matches will
also be live-streamed on Waves
and the Hockey India League
YouTube channel.

Surya, Kishan fire India to 7 wickets win in 2nd T20I

Raipur. Ishan Kishan and
Suryakumar Yadav produced a
breathtaking batting display to
power India to a seven-wicket
victory over New Zealand in the
second T20 International of the
tour at the Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh International
Stadium here on Friday.

India suffered early jolts as
Sanju Samson (6 off 5) and
Abhishek Sharma (0 off 1) were
dismissed within the first seven
deliveries, reducing the hosts to
6 for 2. From there, Kishan and
Suryakumar  launched a
blistering counterattack.

Kishan smashed 76 off just

. & ’
-
e g
m -

32 balls, including 11 fours and
four sixes, while captain
Suryakumar Yadav remained
unbeaten on 82 off 37 deliveries.
Together, they put on a 122-run
partnership that decisively
swung the match in India's
favour inside the Powerplay and
early middle overs.

Shivam Dube added a quick
36 not out off 18 balls, ensuring

India completed the chase with
28 balls to spare, finishing at 209
for 3 in 15.2 overs at a run rate
of 13.63. Earlier, New Zealand
posted a challenging 208 for 6 in
their 20 overs after India elected
to bowl. Mitchell Santner led the
innings from No.7, remaining
unbeaten on 47 off 27 balls,
while Rachin Ravindra
contributed a fluent 44 off 26
deliveries.

Devon Conway (19 off 9)
and Tim Seifert (24 off 13) gave
New Zealand brisk starts, but
wickets at regular intervals
prevented the visitors from fully
accelerating.
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