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Editorial

The Meaning of the Bengali Mandate

Bangladesh has given a landslide mandate to Tarique Rahman's
party, the BNP. It is undoubtedly unprecedented, unexpected, and
historic. BNP candidates won 212 of the 300 seats in Parliament.
For a man who spent 17 long years in exile in London, times and
circumstances have suddenly changed, and his becoming Prime
Minister is merely a formality. The Bengali people have given a
inclusive, progressive, women-
empowering, and developing country, so this poses the most serious
challenge for Tarique Rahman. The Islamist forces that declared
Bangladesh a Muslim country governed by the law of Allah, i.e.,
Sharia, are the ones who supported the rule of these fundamentalists.
The people have virtually rejected these jihadist, fundamentalist,
and anti-Hindu forces. The 11-party alliance of Jamaat-e-Islami won
only 74 seats. Pakistan and its intelligence agency, the ISI, General
Munir, Prime Minister Shahbaz's "Islamic agenda," and the "Muslim
Brotherhood" have been thwarted, as the BNP has also been in favor
of keeping Pakistan at bay. This mandate comes after 18 months of
radical forces' agitation under the guise of a student and youth
uprising. The July Charter was then drafted, forcing Sheikh Hasina
to flee the country. Over 70 percent of the people voted in favor of it.
Prime Minister Modi, in his congratulations to Tarique Rahman,
expressed the expectation and assurance that a democratic
government will form a "new Bangladesh" after the overthrow of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. It is noteworthy that the BNP has
returned to power in Bangladesh after nearly 20 years.This election
was certainly not easy. During the voting, 14 areas witnessed
widespread violence, including lathi-charges, bomb blasts at polling
stations, and raids. Videos of fraudulent voting in the middle of the
night exposed everything. Furthermore, over 4,000 attacks were
carried out on minority Hindus, and their temples and idols of deities
were vandalized. Yet, over 10 million Hindus cast their votes for
democracy and a Bengali nation. Despite the ban on the Awami
League, they voted for the BNP, thwarting the plot to create a
"Muslim nation." A large number of women also gave their mandate
to the BNP, the party that has remained in power and whose ideology
is, by and large, not narrow or jihadist. However, that era of
bloodshed, massacres, looting, and a collapsing economy is coming
to an end. Now, Tarig Rahman's BNP has won a landslide majority,
establishing him as a powerful leader.

mandate for a democratic,

Manisha Bhargava

Want to inspire young athletes and help
create champions: Shikhar Dhawan at
Delhi Khel Mahakumbh 2026

New Delhi. Arjuna Awardee
Shikhar Dhawan, the Brand
Ambassador of the Delhi Khel
Mahakumbh 2026, reaffirmed
his commitment to inspiring the
next generation of athletes and
strengthening grassroots sport at
the Chhatrasal Stadium in the
capital on Friday.

Appointed as the Brand
Ambassador of the first edition
of Delhi Khel Mahakumbh,
Dhawan addressed young
athletes as Chief Minister of
Delhi, Rekha Gupta launched
the multi-sport initiative in the
presence of Minister of
Education and Sports, Ashish
Sood.

Addressing thousands of
young participants, Dhawan
highlighted the importance of
structured opportunities in
shaping India’s sporting future
and underscored the need to
combine participation with
long-term pathways for athlete
development.

Da One Group, founded by
Dhawan, is the Sports
Development Partner of the
Delhi Khel Mahakumbh. The
Group’s philosophy of creating
opportunities and providing
exposure to athletes aligns
closely with the objectives of the
Delhi Khel Mahakumbh, an
initiative of the Directorate of
Education and Sports,

From 12-year-old fan to cricket legend:
Rahul Dravid at Chlnnaswamy

Bengaluru. From a 12-year-old
boy squinting over temporary
stands to one of cricket’s most
revered icons, Rahul Dravid’s
journey came full circle at the
50th anniversary of the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium.

However, the magic of this
day lay not just in the
celebration of the stadium itself,
but in the personal memories
Dravid carried—of a boyhood
shaped by passion, guidance,
and tireless effort.

Speaking after Anil Kumble,
Dravid admitted it was daunting
to follow a legend. However, he
quickly  transported  the
audience back to 1981, when his
father brought him to watch
India face England.

“I'was 12 or 13, eager to see
my hero G.R. Viswanath bat. He
lasted only a few runs against
John Lever, but that day has
stayed with me forever,” he said,

the nostalgia almost palpable.
However, childhood
memories were only the

beginning. KSCA summer
camps under legendary coaches
Kekki Tarapore, and watching
peers like Sujith Somsundar

sharpen their skills, forged his
love for cricket.

“This stadium became a
second home. We spent more
time here than at home—
learning, celebrating victories,

enduring disappointments.
Everything I am today comes
from what this ground gave
me,” Dravid reflected.
However, this journey was
never solitary. Dravid paid
heartfelt tribute to his father,
whose unwavering love and
insistence on taking him to
matches nurtured his passion.
He also expressed pride in
sharing the honor with Shanta
Rangaswamy, a pioneer in
women’s sport. “To stand here
alongside someone who broke
barriers is deeply special,” he
said. However, talent alone is
never enough. Mentors and
teammates shaped his

cricketing  ethos.  Dravid
recalled Thimmappaiah and
Nagaraj, who guided him during
formative years, and the
invaluable experience of facing
bowlers like Kumble, Javagal
Srinath, Venkatesh Prasad,
Sunil Joshi, David Johnson, and
Dodda Ganesh.

“If 1 didn’t make it in
international cricket, it was
nobody’s fault but my own,” he
said, underlining the high
standards and unmatched
guidance he received. However,
the story of cricket in Karnataka
is also one of unsung heroes.
Dravid acknowledged officials
such as Dr. Thimmappaiah, Mr.
Kasturi Rangan, Mr. Bhagwath
Chandrashekhar, and Mr.
Sudhakar Rao, whose quiet
dedication builtalasting legacy.
He also lauded the KSCA
committee and the Karnataka
government for restoring cricket
at the stadium after the ban
following a stampede. “There
were fears that cricket might
never return to this iconic
ground. Thanks to Venky Prasad
and the committee, the game is
back in its rightful home,”.

Government of NCT of Delhi.
Shikhar Dhawan said, “I am
deeply honoured to be part of the
Delhi Khel Mahakumbh and to
see so many young athletes
stepping forward with passion
and determination. Platforms
like this give children the
confidence they need to grow
and unlock their potential.
Through my journey as a
professional athlete and now
with Da One Sports, I have
always believed that creating
the right ecosystem is key to
long-term success. My vision is
to inspire young people and help
create the champions of
tomorrow. The Delhi Khel
Mahakumbh reflects that vision,
an environment where
participation  blends  with
opportunity, and where the next
generation of athletes can begin
shaping their own stories.”
Anshita Gupta, CEO, Da
One Group, said, "The Delhi
Khel Mahakumbh reflects the

scale and intent required to

strengthen India’s sporting
ecosystem. As Sports
Development Partner, Da One
Sports is committed towards
ensuring that participation is
supported by mentorship,
systems and long-term
progression pathways. We are
proud to align with an initiative
that prioritises grassroots access
and sustainable development.
We look forward to contributing
to an ecosystem that empowers
young athletes with the right
exposure and support." The
inaugural edition of the Delhi
Khel Mahakumbh 2026 features
participation from thousands of
young athletes across
basketball, football, athletics,
kabaddi, wrestling, squash and
volleyball, with representation
from all 12 districts of Delhi.
The initiative aims to provide
competitive  exposure and
strengthen grassroots sporting
culture across the capital.

1720 World Cup: UAE beat
Canada in dramatic finish

New Delhi. UAE registered
their first win of ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2026 with a thrilling
comeback win against Canada
atthe Arun Jaitley Stadium here
on Friday. Chasing a target of
151, UAE clawed back from
66/41n12.3 overs to push across
the finish line with five wickets
and two balls to spare.

Aryansh Sharma (74 not out)
and Sohaib Khan (51) were the
ones who brought UAE back
from the brink with a 84-run
partnership injust43 balls. After
a slow start, Sharma made sure
UAE ended powerplay on a
positive note, scoring 17 runs in
the sixth over to push his team to
39/1. He stood tall amidst the
chaos, chipping away at the
Canadian total to keep his team
in the running.

He struck six fours and three
sixes on the way to the highest
score by a UAE player in the
T20 World Cup. It was Sohaib
Khan's 51 off 29 balls that
galvanized the team. With four
fours and four sixes, he took the
attack to the Canadian bowlers
just when they were starting to
tighten the screws. UAE scored

56 runs in the last four overs to
storm to the finish line. Saad Bin
Zafar was the pick of the

Canadian bowlers, snapping
3/14 in his four overs. Earlier in
the day, Canada laboured to
150/7 after electing to bat. UAE
pacer Junaid Siddique pushed
Canada on the back foot right
away, dismissing openers
Bajwa and Samra. Muhammad
Jawadullah made the perfect
start as he claimed the wicket of
Nicholas Kirton on the very first
ball of his spell as Canada ended
powerplay at 39/3. Navneet
Dhaliwal and Harsh Thaker
steadied the innings with a 58-
run partnership. Thaker was the
one that held down the fort for
Canada, scoring 51 off 40 balls,
with the help of three sixes and
two fours. Dhaliwal contributed
with 34 while Shreyas Movva
chipped in with 21.
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STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 95% - 32
AVERAGE AGGREGATE SCORE - 88.80%
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