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Editorial

Trade Agreements and Farmers

Prime Minister Modi, in his parliamentary address, revealed that
India has already signed trade agreements with 9 countries and is
in negotiations with 24 others. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
also informed Parliament that India and the six countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) have agreed on the terms for initiating
negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) on Thursday. These
countries include the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain,
and Oman. The Commerce Minister also disclosed that the India-
US joint statement will be made public in 4-5 days, while the
agreement will be signed in mid-March. Clearly, much remains to
be decided. Only a preliminary agreement has been reached
between the two countries. In this context, the opposition's outcry
is incomprehensible. Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, even went so far as to say that the agreement
would ruin Indian farmers. Someone else claimed that farmers had
been betrayed in the dead of night. Why are opposition leaders
lamenting a "farmer-unfriendly agreement" when Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has clearly stated that
no agreement has been reached regarding the agriculture and dairy
sectors? Farmers and livestock owners are completely safe and
protected. The reality is also that India has to import many
agricultural products because our farmers cannot produce enough
tomeet the demand. People need these products. We import pulses,
dry fruits, edible oils, fruits, and vegetables worth $26 billion. This
means that foreign companies are already present in the Indian
market and are conducting business worth billions of dollars. Of
course, imports of these agricultural products from the US are
relatively low. If importing these products from the US becomes
cheaper, will we stick to the agreement and refuse to buy these
products from the US? This is a very sensitive question. Since there
is demand and need for these products in the country, importing
them is a "national necessity." A report from the State Bank of India
suggests that if dairy products from the US enter India, local dairy
farmers would suffer losses of approximately 21,03,000 crore. Is
this report accurate and realistic? It is also argued that cows in the
US are fed meat and animal fat, and therefore their milk would
contain traces of these, potentially violating the religious beliefs of
countless Indians. Overall, it seems that the agriculture and dairy
sectors remain underdeveloped and vulnerable.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Anupam Kher's ‘Actor Prepares’Acting
Institute Launches in New Delhi, Bringing

New Delhi.

Internationally
acclaimed actor and Padma
Bhushan awardee Anupam
Kher’s acting institute Actor
Prepares has officially launched
its new centre in Safdarjung

Enclave, New Delhi. The
expansion marks a significant
step in bringing world-class
acting education to aspiring
performers in the National
Capital Region.

Founded in 2005 in Mumbai
by Anupam Kher, Actor
Prepares is regarded as one of
India’s leading acting institutes.
Itisalso known as one of the few
acting schools globally that is
headed by a professionally
active international film actor.
Over the years, the institute has
built a strong reputation for its
disciplined and industry-
oriented training methods.

Speaking on the occasion,
Anupam Kher expressed his
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excitement about bringing the
institute to Delhi, describing the
city as a hub of creativity and
artistic ambition.

He said the new centre will
provide aspiring actors with
access to professional training
led by experienced industry
faculty.

The institute was
inaugurated in Delhi by award-
winning actor, writer and
director Boman Irani, who
highlighted the importance of
such institutions in nurturing
discipline, authenticity and
artistic confidence among
emerging performers.

Over the years, Actor
Prepares has trained and
mentored several well-known
actors from Indian cinema,
including Deepika Padukone,
Hrithik Roshan, Varun Dhawan,
Kiara  Advani, Abhishek
Bachchan and Preity Zinta,
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further  strengthening its
reputation as a launchpad for
serious acting talent.

The New Delhi centre will
offer a variety of professional
training programmes, including
full-length acting courses, on-
camera training modules,
specialised workshops in voice,
movement and  audition
preparation, as well as guest
sessions and masterclasses by

industry professionals.
According to the institute,
students will follow an

integrated curriculum designed
to build confidence, technical
skills and professional
readiness. On completion of
training, students will receive
official certification along with
guidance from the in-house
casting team to help them

transition from classroom
training to industry
opportunities.

Movie Review: Paro—Pinaki Ki Prem Kahani

AnIncomplete

Rating: %% (3 Stars) |

After watching this film, ‘
viewers will surely appreciate
lead actress and maker Ishita
Singh for investing her personal
savings to create a film on such
a sensitive subject. The film
reflects sincerity and simplicity,
and it is evident that the
intention was not box-office
profit but to highlight an
important social issue.

Many times we read news

reports about sanitation workers
dying while cleaning sewers due
to exposure to highly toxic
gases, yet such news is often
ignored as we quickly turn the
newspaper page. Governments
and authorities too often
overlook this issue. Ishita Singh,
daughter of Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh, took this matter
seriously and, along with her
research team, worked
extensively on the subject. She
presents this grave issue through
a simple yet emotionally
moving love story—one that
never reaches its destined
conclusion.

Maryam (Ishita Singh), who
lives with her family in a
Mumbai slum, sells vegetables
in the market along with her
father. Maryam, also known as
Paro, falls deeply in love with
Pinaki (Sanjay Bishnoi), a
young man living in a nearby
colony who works as a sewer
cleaner. She often brings food
from home to meet him.
However, her father strongly
disapproves of the relationship
and eventually sells her to a
human-trafficking gang, forcing
Maryam to live a life of
suffering away from her true
love. Pinaki, devastated, sets out

Love Story Revolving Around the To

in search of her, forgetting
everything else. Whether he
succeeds in finding Maryam
and whether their love story
finds closure can only be
discovered by watching the
film.

Overall

Ishita Singh has stated that
the film is not merely a love
story but an attempt to portray
the realities of sections of
society that cinema rarely
highlights. The film strives to
present the real lives of sewer
workers and street vendors.
Ishita performs her role without
makeup and portrays the
character with sincerity and
honesty. Sanjay Bishnoi, though
slightly weak in a few scenes,
remains committed to his
character. Writer-director Rudra
Jadon deserves appreciation for
shooting the film largely on
outdoor locations within a

xic Gas of Sewers

limited budget while staying
true to the story’s demands.
Because the film raises such an
important issue, many of its
technical shortcomings can be
overlooked. Viewers who prefer
realistic and socially relevant
cinema may find this film worth

watching.
Cast: Ishita Singh, Sanjay
Bishnoi, Hanuman  Soni,

Dhananjay Sardesh Pandey
Producers: Ishita Singh,
Utkarsh Singh, Sanjay Bishnoi,
Pratap Jadon, Samar Singh
Director: Rudra Jadon
Music: Britto
Censor: U
Duration: 94 minutes
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HIGHLIGHTS

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS - 140

STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 90% - 60

STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 95% - 32
AVERAGE AGGREGATE SCORE - 88.80%
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