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Editorial

India-Europe 'Mother Deal'

Finally, India and the European Union have made history together.
Nearly 19 years of deliberation, uncertainty, and questions have
ended, and the two democratic powers have agreed on a 'Mother
Deal'. The agreement has been signed, and the documents
exchanged. Prime Minister Modi and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen announced this most
comprehensive 'Free Trade Agreement' (FTA), laying the
foundation for a new world order. It can be considered
comprehensive and transformative for the world order because,
for the first time, a population of over 1.93 billion will be covered
under an FTA. The combined Indian and European economies
account for 25 percent of the world's GDP, and one-third of global
trade takes place between them, with a target set to increase this to
40 trillion rupees by 2032. The European Union is the world's
second-largest economy (combining 27 countries), and India is
the fourth largest; therefore, this truly is a'Mother Deal'. This FTA
provides a significant, constructive, and dignified response to US
President Trump's 'tariff bullying'. Furthermore, by setting the goal
of making India an 'innovation and manufacturing hub' parallel to
China, it also challenges Chinese dominance. Therefore, this is
indeed the 'Mother of all Trade Deals'. Around 1700 European
companies are currently operating in China. Could they now shift
to India? The strong possibility has emerged. It is noteworthy that
when this FTA is implemented in all 27 European countries in
2027, more than 99 percent of Indian products and goods will
either be 'tariff-free' or subject to concessional duties. For example,
olive oil, vegetable oil, optical instruments, machinery, chemical
and surgical equipment, pharmaceuticals (especially generic
medicines), textiles, gems and jewelry, leather and footwear,
chocolates, pasta, and many more items are included in this long
list. Most products and equipment have been designated as “tariff-
free’. The goal is also to increase Indian exports to the European
market, worth approximately $2 trillion, to $300 billion by 2030.
This could significantly boost the business profits of micro, small,
and medium enterprises (MSMESs) in Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kanpur, and Agra.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen revealed
that a decision has been made to eliminate taxes exceeding 4
billion euros.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

“I'l touch his feet,” Punjab Kings’ new signing
Vishal Nishad reveals his humble celebration
plan for Virat Kohli’s wicket

New Delhi. Punjab Kings’
newest addition, Vishal Nishad,
is all set to make his mark as he
prepares for his Indian Premier
League (IPL) debut this year.
During the pre-season camp in
Udaipur, the 20-year-old
engaged in a  candid
conversation with the team,
giving insight into his journey
and experiences that shaped
him.

Amassive fan of Virat Kohli,
Nishad spoke about how the
former Indian captain inspired
him to take up the sport. “My
idol is Virat Kohli. I am inspired
by his attitude and his drive; he's
my favorite,” Nishad said.
However, with the prospect of
facing his idol on the pitch,
Nishad was asked how he would
celebrate if he managed to take
Kohli's wicket. “If I take his
wicket, I'll touch his feet
because he's my idol,” he
replied, displaying the unique
blend of ambition and humility
that defines the Punjab Kings
spirit.

Astandout product ofalocal
T20 league and as testament to
perseverance, Nishad joined the
Kings, following a journey
marked by grit and family
sacrifice. “There were tough
times. I used to go with my
father and help him [with work].
I even thought I’d quit cricket,”

Australia's Pat Cummins misses

T20 World Cup; squad

Sydney. Australia has suffered
a major setback ahead of the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup with
star fast bowler Pat Cummins
ruled out of the tournament due
to a back injury, Cricket
Australia  confirmed  on
Saturday.

Cummins has not fully
recovered from the injury and
will miss the global event,
scheduled to be held in India
and Sri Lanka from February 7.
Top-order batter Matthew Short
has also been dropped from the
original 15-member squad.

Left-arm  pacer  Ben
Dwarshuis and batter Matthew
Renshaw have been included in
the revised squad. National
selector Tony Dodemaide said

He added that Dwarshuis's
ability to swing the ball at a
good pace and use variations
would  suit  sub-continent
conditions.

On Renshaw's inclusion,

the changes were made keeping
in mind player fitness and
conditions expected during the
tournament.

"With Pat needing more
time to recover from his back
injury, Ben is a ready
replacement who offers a left-
arm pace option, strong
fielding, and late-order hitting,"
Dodemaide said.

Dodemaide said the left-hander
has impressed across formats in
recent times and provides
additional middle-order depth,
especially with spin-heavy
conditions expected in Sri
Lanka during the pool stages.
"Matt has performed well in
various roles in white-ball
cricket for Australia,
Queensland, and the Brisbane

revised

Heat. His left-handed batting
also gives the middle order a
point of difference," he said.
Australia will be led by
Mitchell Marsh at the T20
World Cup as they look to
reclaim the title they last won in
2021. Australia squad: Mitchell

Marsh  (captain),  Xavier
Bartlett, Cooper Connolly, Tim
David, Ben  Dwarshuis,

Cameron Green, Nathan Ellis,
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head,
Josh Inglis, Matthew
Kuhnemann, Glenn Maxwell,
Matthew Renshaw, Marcus
Stoinis, Adam Zampa.

Nishad recalled. “My mother
told me to leave it and learn

something  else  because
becoming a cricketer is so
difficult. But I didn't give up. [
told her, ‘Mom, [ will definitely
do it.” Once they saw my
resolve, my family stood behind
me.” Originally a tennis-ball
player, Vishal was prompted to
transition to professional cricket
by a friend who was impressed
by his natural ‘ball throwing’
skills. “Initially, I played tennis-
ball cricket. A friend watched
me throw and suggested to try
the leather ball because he liked
my action. After that, | decided
to practice seriously. That's how

it all started,” he revealed.

He added, “My coach didn’t
charge me fees for three years.
Eventually, I played in a local
T20 tournament in Uttar
Pradesh and performed well.
After two years of playing in the
tournament, I landed up here
(with Punjab Kings).”

Explaining his choice to
become a bowler, Nishad noted
how his background in tennis-
ball cricket played a pivotal role,
“As | was practicing with the
tennis ball initially, I got used to
making it spin. | adapted my
tennis-ball skills to the leather
ball, which played a major role
in me becoming a bowler.”

“More to learn about

leadership,”

Brook says

after nightclub controversy

Pallekele (Sri Lanka). England
white-ball captain Harry Brook
has issued a fresh apology over
a nightclub incident during last
year’s New Zealand tour,
admitting he still has “more to
learn” about the off-field
responsibilities of leadership.

Brook’s statement came
following England’s win in the
opening T20I against Sri Lanka,
as the 25-year-old sought to
clarify his earlier comments
regarding the incident in
Wellington in October.

“I accept responsibility for
my actions in Wellington and
acknowledge that others were
present that evening,” Brook
said. “I regret my previous
comments, and my intention
was to protect my teammates
from being drawn into a
situation that arose as a result of
my own decisions.”

He added that the episode
had highlighted areas for
personal growth.

“I'recognise that [ have more
to learn regarding the off-field
responsibilities that come with

leadership and captaincy. I
remain committed to
developing in this area and to
improving both personally and
professionally,” Brook said.

The incident occurred on the
eve of England’s third One-Day
International against New
Zealand in Wellington last
October, when Brook was
involved in an altercation
outside a nightclub and was
struck by a bouncer. Brook had
initially stated that he was alone
at the time, but it later emerged
that teammates Jacob Bethell
and Josh Tongue were also
present. The matter was
subsequently referred to the
Cricket Regulator, which is
investigating the conduct of all
three players. Brook has already
been fined USD 41,076, the
maximum penalty permitted,
and issued a final warning over
his behaviour off the field.

England is currently touring
Sri Lanka in the build-up to the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup,
scheduled to begin on February
7.
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STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 90% - 60

STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 95% - 32
AVERAGE AGGREGATE SCORE - 88.80%
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