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Editorial

Mamata in the Supreme Court's Dock

The Supreme Court has held a mirror up to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and reminded her of the meaning of the
Constitution and federalism. The Supreme Court has deemed the
Chief Minister's interference during the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raid in Kolkata, where she allegedly seized evidence,
documents, and electronic devices, a "serious matter" and has agreed
to hear the case. This interference has also been termed
"unfortunate." Mamata Banerjee is being represented by prominent
lawyers like Kapil Sibal and Abhishek Manu Singhvi, both of whom
are also Rajya Sabha MPs. The Supreme Court bench was neither
convinced nor satisfied with the arguments presented by these two
lawyers regarding the ED raid and the Chief Minister's alleged
attempt to tamper with evidence. The Supreme Court has issued
notices to the Chief Minister, the Director General of Police, and the
Kolkata Police Commissioner, demanding answers that will be
difficult to provide and could expose the workings of the state
government. Mamata will certainly not want such an exposé before
the elections! Nevertheless, the notices will have to be answered
within two weeks. Incidentally, this case warrants the imposition of
'President's Rule' in West Bengal, as there has been a 'constitutional
breakdown' at several levels. This matter was also before the
Calcutta High Court, but due to the disruption caused by an unruly
crowd in the courtroom, the judge was unable to hear the case. Wasn't
this a situation of 'constitutional breakdown' when the judge in the
High Court had to adjourn the proceedings even before they began
due to the chaos and noise created by the crowd? Isn't it a misuse of
constitutional powers when the ED conducts araid on the residence
and office of a private company, and the Chief Minister of the state
intervenes, interferes, and seizes evidence? Undoubtedly, it was an
undignified, unprecedented, and unconstitutional act by the Chief
Minister. Several officers and employees, including the Director
General of Police and the Kolkata Police Commissioner, also
contributed to the Chief Minister's interference. Do these top
officials accompany a person with Z-plus security everywhere they
g0? These arguments proved hollow in court, as commandos and
regular police forces are responsible for ensuring the leader's
security. The Supreme Court also deemed the FIR filed against the
ED as an example of the Chief Minister's "authoritarian attitude"
and immediately stayed the FIR.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Handshake drama returns
at U-19 World Cup! India,
Bangladesh captains
refuse pleasantries at toss
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sides completed their broadcast
interviews and returned to their

NEW DELHI. India captain
Ayush Mhatre and Bangladesh

vice-captain Zawad Abrar

skipped the customary
handshake at the toss ahead of
their Group A clash in the ICC
Under-19 World Cup at the
Queens Sports Club on
Saturday, underlining the strain
in relations between the two
neighbouring nations.

The toss was delayed by over
15 minutes due to drizzle, and
when the captains walked out,
neither initiated the traditional
exchange of pleasantries.

After Bangladesh won the
toss and chose to bowl first, both

respective  dressing rooms
without interacting.

The move is in line with the
‘no-handshake’ stance adopted
by the Indian men’s team during
the Men’s Asia Cup in
September 2025.

Across all three matches of
that tournament, Indian players
did not shake hands with
Pakistan counterparts and also
declined to accept the trophy
from Asian Cricket Council
president Mohsin Naqvi, who
also serves as Pakistan’s Interior
Minister.

Major Changes in Indian Squad Ahead
of New Zealand T20I Series; Shreyas
Iyer and Ravi Bishnoi Included

New Delhi. The Indian cricket
team has suffered a major
setback due to injuries ahead of

the five-match T20
International series against New
Zealand.  Following  the

withdrawal of young batsman
Tilak Varma and all-rounder
Washington Sundar from the
series, the BCCI has announced
the inclusion of Shreyas lyer
and Ravi Bishnoi in the squad.
This series is considered crucial
for India's preparations for the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
2026, which will be held in India
and Sri Lanka next month.
According to an official
statement released by the BCCI,
Shreyas Iyer has been included
in the squad for the first three
T20 International matches. He
will replace Tilak Varma, who is
recovering after undergoing
surgery for a serious abdominal
issue. In Tilak's absence, the
team management has opted for
experience, giving lyer the
opportunity. [yer's experience in
T20 cricket and his ability to
perform under pressure can
strengthen the Indian middle
order, especially at a time when
the team is working on its final
combination. Meanwhile,
Washington Sundar complained
of sudden pain in his lower rib
area while bowling during the

first ODI against New Zealand.

Medical examinations and
scans confirmed a side strain.
The BCCl stated that Sundar has
been advised a few days of rest,
after which he will report to the
BCCI Centre of Excellence
(COE) for further treatment and
rehabilitation. In Sundar's
absence, the team has included
leg-spinner Ravi  Bishnoi,
known for his quick and
aggressive bowling.

Bishnoi's inclusion provides
the team with an additional
wicket-taking option in the
middle overs. He has experience
playing atthe international level
and possesses the ability to
trouble batsmen with his
variations in the T20 format. His
selection is considered
important for team balance. The

A

first match of the T20 series
between India and New Zealand
will be played on Wednesday at
the VCA Stadium, Jamtha in
Nagpur. This five-match series
will be a golden opportunity for
both teams to test their players'

form, combinations, and
strategies ahead of the T20
World Cup.

In the upcoming T20 World
Cup, India is placed in Group A
alongside Pakistan, Namibia,
the Netherlands, and the USA,
while New Zealand will
compete against Afghanistan,
South Africa, Canada, and the
UAE in Group D. Therefore,
this series is considered crucial
for both teams, with every
player aiming to impress the
selectors with their
performance.

WPL 2026: UP Warriorz Look to Build
Momentum Against Mumbai Indians as
Head-to-Head Remains Even

Mumbai. UP Warriorz (UPW)
face Mumbai Indians (MI) in a
crucial Women’s Premier
League 2026 encounter at the
DY Patil Stadium today, with
both sides eager to assert
dominance in what has become
a closely contested rivalry. In a
quick rematch between the two
teams, Mumbai  captain
Harmanpreet Kaur won the toss
and elected to bowl first.

UPW enter the contest with
renewed confidence after finally
opening their account this
season with a convincing seven-
wicket win over defending
champions Mumbeai Indians on
Thursday. That victory was
driven by a commanding
performance from Harleen
Deol, whose aggressive 64 off
39 balls helped UPW chase
down the target with ease. After
losing their first three matches,
the win has injected much-
needed belief into the UPW

camp.
However, concerns remain
around UPW’s batting

combination. Opener Kiran
Navgire continued her poor run
of form, falling cheaply once
again. The team management,
led by coach Abhishek Nayar
and captain Meg Lanning, may
consider reshuffling the order,
with Phoebe Litchfield or
Shweta Sehrawat potential
options at the top to provide
greater stability.

Mumbai Indians,
meanwhile, will be keen to
bounce back after being
comprehensively outplayed in
their previous meeting. Much
will depend on  the
performances of senior players

Harmanpreet Kaur, Nat Sciver-
Brunt and Hayley Matthews,
who will be expected to
shoulder responsibility with the
bat. In the bowling department,
Amelia Kerr and Shabnim
Ismail will need to be more
disciplined after struggling to
contain UPW’s batters in the last
game.

Looking at the head-to-head
record, the rivalry has remained
evenly balanced over the years.
In WPL 2023, the two teams met
three times, with MI winning the
opener and the eliminator, while
UPW claimed one league-stage
victory.
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HIGHLIGHTS
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STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 90% - 60

STUDENTS SCORED ABOVE 95% - 32
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