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Editorial

'Didi's Green File'

Only West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee could do
something like this. Numerous past incidents bear witness to her
actions and political maneuvering. Perhaps for the first time in
independent and democratic India, a major central investigative
agency like the Enforcement Directorate (ED) conducted a raid,
and the Chief Minister of the state walked away with important
files, documents, and other evidence. This is a legal offense, and
Mamata is well aware ofit. The ED had raided the house and office
of Prateek Jain, co-founder of the Indian Political Action
Committee (I-PAC). Raids were conducted at six locations in
Kolkata and four in Delhi on the same day. When this information
reached Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, it caused a stir, as
Prateek Jain is also the head of the ruling Trinamool Congress's
IT cell. While I-PAC was founded by Prashant Kishor, he has now
formed a political party and started his political career in Bihar,
and his candidates have even contested elections. Now, Prateek
Jain is the first director of I-PAC. He is also a confidant and
election strategist of Mamata, so after receiving the news of the
raid, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, along with the state's
Director General of Police Rajiv Kumar, first went to Prateek's
house and then spent three hours at the I-PAC office in the
afternoon. When she came out and addressed the media, she was
holding a green file. She held the file tightly against her chest. The
ChiefMinister criticized the central government for the misuse of
central investigative agencies before the elections. She used
particularly harsh words for Home Minister Amit Shah. Mamata
has previously called the Home Minister 'Duryodhana’ and
'Dushasana’. Mamata's basic allegation was that the raid was
conducted to steal her party's election strategy, candidate details,
and booth-wise strategy. Why would the ED raid to find out the
political and electoral strategy of any party? This is not its
constitutional mandate. The ED investigates money laundering,
financial scams, hawala transactions, black money, etc. On
average, only 2-3 percent of political cases involve the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) intervening, conducting
investigations, and filing charge sheets in court. If the ED's
conviction rate after raids is extremely low, then accountability
should lie with the courts, as it is the courts that determine
convictions.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Top seeds Lin, Wang into WTT
Champions Doha quarters

Doha. Men's singles top seed
Lin Shidong of China survived
a five-game battle to beat
Germany's Benedikt Duda,
while women's top seed Wang
Manyu of China powered into
the quarterfinals with a straight-
game victory over France's
Prithika Pavade at the World
Table Tennis Champions Doha.

After losing the first game
11-8, Lin turned it around by
winning the next two games 11-
6, 11-8, only to see the 12th-
ranked German force a decider
11-6 on Friday

"Despite the 3-0 scoreline, [
didn't play quite well on some

shots down the stretch,

World No. 2 Lin didn't let his
chance slip away, triumphing
11-6to secure his last-eight spot.

"It was a tough battle. I had
prepared for the difficulties, and
had a good mindset throughout
the match," Lin said.

Liang Jingkun won an all-
Chinese duel 11-7, 11-3, 11-7
against Chen Yuanyu, settingup
a quarterfinal clash with Lin,
while another Chinese paddler
Zhou Qihao fell in four games to
Japan's Tomokazu Harimoto.

On the women's side, Wang
metlittle challenge from Pavade
onthewaytoan 11-4,12-10,11-
6 win.

including losing consecutive
points when I led 7-3 in the
second game, which I need to
avoid in the future matches,"
Wang noted.

Her teammates Kuai Man,
Chen Xingtong and Wang Yidi
also moved through, while Chen
Yibecame the only victim ofthe
Chinese women's team as she
conceded a two-game lead
before

losing to German veteran
Han Ying, 4-11,9-11, 11-7, 11-
2,11-5. The men's and women's
quarterfinals are scheduled on
Saturday, with both semifinals
and finals to be held on Sunday.

ROAR Udaipur Hosts Global DJ Aerreo
iIna Landmark Showcase, Marking Its
Arrival as a Cultural Destination

Udaipur. Udaipur witnessed a
defining cultural moment as

ROAR  Udaipur  hosted
internationally acclaimed DJ
Aerreo for his first-ever

performance in the city. The
showcase marked ROARIs first
large-scale music event since its
soft launch on 20th December
and firmly positioned the venue
as a new-age cultural
destination in Udaipur.

Known globally for his
genre-blending sound and
immersive, high-octane sets, DJ
Aerreols debut performance
brought a fresh, contemporary
music experience to the city.
The evening saw a packed house
and an electric atmosphere, with

audiences responding
enthusiastically to the curated
soundscape — signalling a

growing appetite in Udaipur for
thoughtfully curated, global
experiences.

Commenting on the event,
Mayank Soti, Founder of
ROAR, said, “Hosting DJ
Aerreo for his first-ever
performance in Udaipur was
very special for us. From day
one, our vision with ROAR has
been to build a space that brings
thoughtfully curated, world-
class experiences to the city
while staying true to its spirit
and its people. The response we
witnessed that night — the
energy, the connection, the way
the community came together
and embraced the music —
reassured us that Udaipur is
ready for a new, global yet
rooted cultural experience. This
is just the beginning of what we
want to build at ROAR, as a
space that grows with the city
and its community.”

Envisioned as a space that
transitions seamlessly from a
relaxed daytime bistro to a
vibrant  evening  lounge,
ROARIs philosophy came alive
during the event. The smooth
shift from a calm,

conversational ambience to a
high-energy atmosphere
reflected the venuels intent to
offer versatility — a space
equally suited for morning
coffees, business lunches, social
evenings and celebratory nights.

At the heart of ROAR is
Mayank Soti, a Udaipur native
who returned to his hometown
after over two decades outside
the city. Formerly the Chief
Operating Officer at ECL
Finance, Edelweiss Group (till
February 2019), Mayank brings
with him deep Ileadership
experience along with a strong
emotional bond with Udaipur.
Hisreturn was driven by a desire
to create a space that celebrates
the cityls legendary hospitality
while introducing a refined,
global outlook.

Mayank is joined by two
young, dynamic partners who
bring international expertise to
the project. Karan, trained in
hospitality in Switzerland with
experience at The Ritz-Carlton,
Tokyo, adds a refined global
hospitality perspective, while
Miloni, based out of New York,
contributes a deep
understanding of culinary craft
and contemporary global trends.
Together, the trio has shaped
ROAR as a space that respects
local values while aligning with
international standards.

The venuels design language

mirrors  this  philosophy.
Organic, raw and thoughtfully
contemporary, ROARIs

interiors draw inspiration from

cultural
creating a melange of modern
aesthetics rooted in the cityls

Udaipurls fabric,

heritage. The focus is on
authenticity —aspace that feels
aspirational yet familiar.

Experience remains central
to ROARIs offering. From
soothing morning coffees and
relaxed daytime conversations
to evening beers, celebratory
dinners and curated bespoke
events, the venue has been
designed to adapt fluidly to
different moods and moments
across the day.

An avid traveller who has
explored over 39 countries,
Mayankls global exposure is
evident in ROARIs
programming and attention to
detail. His passion for hosting
and his enduring bond with
Udaipur continue to drive the
vision behind the space.

Reflecting on the night, DJ
Aerreo shared on social media,
“14.5 hours of travel made it to
Udaipur and what a night it
turned out to be! Udaipur, you
won my heart. Every minute
was worth it.” By hosting an
international artist so soon after
its opening, ROAR has clearly
signalled its intent — to evolve
as a cultural hub that brings
world-class music, food and
experiences to Udaipur. DJ
Aerreols debut performance not
only set the tone for ROARIs
future programming but also
marked a significant step in the
cityls evolving social and
cultural landscape.

Khelo India Beach Games: Karnataka the
overall winners, TN 2nd and Manipur 3rd

Diu. Karnataka's Ashmita
Chandra and Dhrupad
Ramakrishna clinched the

women's and men's Skm Open
Water Swimming gold medals
to help the state top the medal
standing in the Khelo India
Beach Games 2026 at the
Ghoghla Beach here on
Saturday.

The Khelo India Beach
Games 2026, organised by the
union Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu, was held under the
technical supervision of the
Sports Authority of India and

national sports federations.

The second edition of Khelo
India Beach Games witnessed
over 1100 participants compete
in eight different sports --
volleyball, soccer, sepaktakraw,
kabaddi, pencak silat, Open
water swimming, mallakhamb
and tug-of-war. The first six
were medal sports and 32 gold
medals were decided. Thirty
states and union territories took
part.

With the top three states-
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Manipur- claiming three gold
and two silver medals each, the

overall standings of Khelo India
Beach Games 2026 were
decided by the number of
bronze medals won the by the
respective teams.

Karnataka topped the
standings with three gold, all
from Open Water swimming,
two silver and six bronze to win
the overall crown in the second
edition of KIBG. Tamil Nadu
finished second with three gold,
two silver and three bronze
while last edition winners,
Manipur finished third with
three gold, two silver and two
bronze.
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