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Editorial
For now ceasefire...

Israel and Hamas have agreed to a four-day ceasefire. This
consensus and mediation is in the interest of humanity. War
knows only the language of destruction. The war in Gaza Strip
had become brutal. Lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi
terrorists had also jumped into the war and were carrying
out air strikes on Israel. Despite 46 continuous days of war
and destruction, Hamas did not cease to exist. The ceasefire
was also necessary so that innocent hostages could be freed
and humanitarian aid could be delivered to Gaza. Most of Gaza
has become ruins. About 43,000 buildings and other
structures have been demolished. 30 schools have been
destroyed and 20 hospitals have had to be closed. More than
161akh people have been displaced from Gaza. Thisisnoless
than a serious tragedy for humanity. Hamas terrorists have
also fired about 8000 rockets on Israeli cities and turned
army tanks etc. into debris. Of course, the Israeli army has
destroyed many important positions of Hamas, broken the
network of about 150 tunnels and killed many commanders,
but there have also been more than 15,300 deaths on both
sides. What was wrong with those human faces? In this entire
context, thanks to the decisive efforts of Qatar, America and
Egypt,a'temporary ceasefire' between Israel and Hamas has
become possible. Turkey's efforts have also proved fruitful.
Now according to the agreement, Hamas will free 50 children,
mothersand elderly women out of total 238 hostages. On the
other hand, Israel will release 150 Palestinian prisoners
lodged initsjails.Thisnumber can also go up to 300, because
the Israeli Cabinet has made a list of 300 such prisoners. If
the hostages and prisoners are released honestly, the
duration of the ceasefire can also be extended. Ultimately, a
stable and durable solution to peace can be reached. This is
the first step towards peace. The question is, will Hamas
answer why its terrorists suddenly attacked Israel on October
7?7 Was that not a terrorist attack? Does Israel not have the
right to defend its sovereignty in response to terrorism? The
United Nations Security Council and the World Health
Organization must answer these questions.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

India is now seen as new powerhouse

of champions: J&K LG
',

Jammu. Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Friday said that the
achievements of our athletesin
the recently concluded Asian
Games, Asian Para Games and
Asian Para Archery Games is a
testimony to new sports
culture under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and India is now seen as the
new powerhouse of
champions.

Speaking after inaugurating
the Synthetic Athletic track at
University of Jammu at the
closing ceremony of 67th
National Schools GamesinJudo
Under-14 Boys and Girls and
Fencing Under-19 Boys & Girls,
Sinha  congratulated the
budding sporting talents for
their remarkable performance
invarious sporting disciplines.

“National School Games
provide the launching platform
for young sporting talents.
From this platform a new
journey begins for all of you,
which will pave the way for
many opportunities as well as

excellence in international
sporting events,” the Lt
Governor said.

“Those who wish to win
never quit, thatis the mantra of
success. The talents of many
legendary icons of sports were
spotted first in school games.
They were provided with right

Adani-Hindenburg Case: Not seeking
extension of time, SEBI tells SC

New Delhi. The Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
during an hearing before the
Supreme Court on Friday
submitted thatitis not seeking
an extension of time with
respect to Adani Hindenburg
case. Solicitor General (SG)
Tushar Mehta, senior law
officer appearing for the
marketregulator, SEBI, told the
bench of the Top Court, headed
by the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Dr Dhananjaya Yeshwant
Chandrachud, thatthe SEBI has
begun process to arrive at the
decision post probe.

"We are not seeking
extension of time," SG Mehta
told the Apex Court. He said
that there are 24 cases for
investigation, and in 22 cases
investigation = has  been

completed. For the balance
two, we need information from
foreign regulators, and have
been in touch with them. The
Top Court questioned, one of
the reasons we intervened was
the volatility in share prices. It
asked the SG, what is SEBI
doingto protectinvestors from
volatility. "Has there been any
wrongdoing with respect to
short selling post the report,”
the CJI asked the SG.

Hereplied thataction being
taken wherever short selling
has been seen. SG Mehta said
that we need information from
foreign regulators etc. We have
beenin consultation with them.
Some information has come.
Butwe are notin control of time
limit for obvious reasons.

He also said that we have

the suggestions from expert
committee also- where the
regulatory  framework is
lacking etc- thatisalargerissue
because it applies across the
board.

The senior law officer also
said that so far as expert
committee is concerned, in
principle, there are no
objections to the suggestions.
In principle, we agree with the
suggestions.

The Supreme Court was
hearing the batch of petitions
seeking an investigation into
the Adani Hindenburg case.
One of the petitioners sought
contempt of court proceedings
against SEBI for failing to
complete ontimeits probeinto
stockmanipulation allegations
againstthe conglomerate.

training and mentoring to
harness their potential and to
achieve greater heights of
success,” he said.

He encouraged the young
players to work hard to
transform theirinherenttalent
and set new goals every day to
fulfil the destiny for which they
were born.

“Every player is unique, he
or she has some talents that no
one else has. They just need to
recognize the uniqueness and
take it to the pinnacle of
success,” he said.

Hesaid, “Goals defineyou as
an athlete, your motivation,
confidence and proper training
are your biggest allies in
achieving those goals. Today
the adequate sports
infrastructure, modern
training and facilities shows
that the nation is giving due
importance to sports and
availability of these three
significant  elements has

proved to be the foundation of
building a new India in the
sporting arena,” the Lt
Governor said.

Atthe closing ceremony, the
Lt Governor shared the efforts
of the UT Administration to
popularize a robust sports
culture in Jammu Kashmir. He
said the new sports policy,
world-class facilities and
mentoring of sportspersons
have created a conducive
environmentto excel and bring
laurelstothe UT and the nation
ininternational tournaments.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar,
Advisor to the Lieutenant
Governor; Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta, Chief Secretary; Sarmad
Hafeez, Secretary  Youth
Services and Sports, senior
officials, officers bearers of
School Games Federation of
India, eminent sports
personalities, coaches and
youth in large numbers were
present.

Pakistan's Imad Wasim retires

Lahore. All-rounder Imad
Wasim has announced his
retirement from international
cricket, bringing an end to a
career that spanned eight
years. The 34-year-old Imad
made hisinternational debutin
May 2015 against Zimbabwe
and went on to represent
Pakistan in 55 ODIs and 66
T20Is.He took 109 wicketsand
scored 1,472 runs in his
international career, Pakistan
Cricket Board said in a press
statement.

Imad has been a key
member of the Pakistan team
over the years and was part of
the 2017 Champions Trophy-
winning squad. He also played
in the 2016 T20 World Cup,
2019 World Cup,and 2021 T20
World Cup.

Imad Wasim said: "I would
like to thank the PCB for all
their support over the years; it
has truly been an honour to

from international cricket

represent Pakistan. Each of my
121 appearances across the
ODI and T20I formats was a
dream come true. It's an
exciting time for Pakistan
cricketgoing forward with new
coaches and leadership
incoming."l wish all involved
every successand look forward
to watching the team excel. |
would like to thank Pakistan
fans for always supporting me
with such passion. I now look
forward to focusing on the next
stage of my playing career away
from the international stage."
Chairman PCB
Management Committee Zaka
Ashraf said: "Imad Wasim has
been a valuable asset to
Pakistan cricket. His
performances, especially in
white-ball cricket, have been
crucial to the team's success.
While we respect his decision
to retire, we will miss his
presence on the field.
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