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Editorial

EVM and 'cow urine' politics

These are frustrated and trite allegations. It has been the
nature of the opposition to curse EVMs after the election
mandate. His allegations have been that chips are used in
EVMs, hence they canbe 'hacked'. Such arguments have been
made asif BJP hasinfiltrated the EVMs across the country and
is overturning the mandate. This is also an insult to our
democracy and crores of voters. In December 1998, the
'Representation of the People Act' was amended and the
system of voting through EVMs instead of ballot paper was
implemented. After that, the most important was the 2004
Lok Sabha elections, in which about 17.5 lakh EVMs were
used. Despite the 'Bharat Uday' slogan of the then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the BJP lost the elections and
the Congress emerged as the largest party. Opposition
alliance formed under the leadership of Congress - UPA. Till
May 2014, itsaw two terms in power. During thattime voting
was conducted through EVMs only. At some places the
opposition won, at some places the B]P came to power. Even
today, there are BJP-NDA governments in 18 states of the
country and Congress, Left Front and allies in 13 states.
Recently, Congress has received the mandate in Telangana
only through EVMs. Congressman Revanth Reddy has
become the new Chief Minister of the state. Before this,
Congress had won in Karnataka and Himachal and its
governments are working there. In the states where Congress
has now been defeated - Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan,ithad gotthe mandate through EVMsin2018.Now
apart from Congress leaders, opposition parties like SP, BSP
and National Conference have also given frustrated
arguments of 'ghosts of BJP' in EVMs. The opposition is not
limited to this only, but DMK MP Senthil Kumar has given a
statement in the Lok Sabha itself expressing his intention to
make the mandate 'North vs South'. He said that BJP wins
elections only in the 'cow urine' states of the Hindi
belt.Although this statement has been expunged from the
record of Lok Sabha proceedings, but who will bear this
insult?

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

India poised to be active contributor
to evolution of Al: PM Modi

New Delhi. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
India is a vibrant start-up
ecosystem with a talented
workforce poised to be an
active contributor to the
evolution of Artificial
Intelligence (AlI). PM Modi
made these remarks in his
LinkedIn postonthe upcoming
Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence  Summit and
emphasised that India offers
solutions that are scalable,
secure, sustainable, and
replicable on a global scale.

He, however, added that
India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) initiative
is a prime example of such

pioneering efforts.
Highlighting the
transformative impact of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)

across various sectors, the
Prime Minister emphasized its

positive influence on
technology, innovation,
healthcare, education, and
agriculture.

Modi said, "In the last 9-10
years, India and its citizens
have leapfrogged with the help
of technology due to the fast-
paced penetration of mobiles
along with internet
connectivity and scalable
models for digital inclusion."

Describing India as one of the
youngest nations withavibrant
start-up ecosystem and a
talented workforce, Modi said
it is poised to be an active
contributor to the evolution of
Alastheworldleapsintoanot-
so-distant future.

Modi said forums such as
the Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI), of
which Indiais a co-founder, are
crucial. The GPAI brings along
28 member countries and the
EU as its members to guide the
responsible development and
use of Al, he said.

PM Modi also invited
technology enthusiasts,
innovators, and stakeholders
worldwide to join the
upcoming Global Partnership

on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
Summit 2023. India is hosting
the Annual GPAI Summit from
December 12 to 14, 2023, in
New Delhi. The event is
expected to be inaugurated by
Prime Minister on December
12.

The Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) is
a multi-stakeholder initiative
that aims to bridge the gap
between theory and practice
on Al by supporting cutting-
edge research and applied
activities on  Al-related
priorities. Launched in June
2020 with 15 members, GPAI's
membership has now
expanded to 28 member
countries and the European
Union.

RBIl keeps reporate unchangedat6.5 pc,
raises FY24 GDP growth forecastto 7 pc

Mumbai, As widely expected

by markets and policy- ’
watchers, the Reserve Bank of |
India's (RBI) Monetary Policy !
Committee (MPC) on Friday
decided to keep the policy repo

rate unchanged at 6.50%.

With the central bank f
maintaining the status quo on
key lending rates, EMIs for
housing, cars, businesses, and
other loans would not rise.
"After a detailed assessment of
the evolving macroeconomic
and financial developments

and the outlook, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
decided unanimously to keep
the policy repo rate unchanged
at 6.5%. Consequently, the
standing deposit facility (SDF)
rate remains at 6.25%, and the
marginal standing facility
(MSF) rate and the bank rate
are at 6.75%," said RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
while making the bi-monthly
Monetary Policy statement.
The MPC also decided, by a
majority of 5 out of 6 members,
to remain focused on the
withdrawal ofaccommodation
to ensure that inflation
progressively aligns with the
target while supporting
growth. "This policy is entirely
in conformity with our pre-
policy expectations. In view of
the evolving growth-inflation

trade-off, the MPC took the
right call in holding the rates
steady," said Dr Manoranjan
Sharma, Chief Economist at
Infomerics Ratings.

On the rationale behind the
MPC decision, the RBI
Governor said that since the
last policy, consumer price
index (CPI)-based headline
inflation has moderated to
4.9% in October from 7.4% in
July. Further, moderation was
observed in all components of
CPI,namely food, fuel, and core
(CPI excluding food and fuel).
"There has been broad-based
easing in core inflation, which
is indicative of successful
disinflation through monetary
policy actions,” Das said.

He, however, said the near-
term outlook is masked by risks
to food inflation, which might

lead to an inflation uptick in
November and possibly in
December thisyear.

"Against this backdrop, the
MPC decided to keep the policy
repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per
cent but remains highly alert
and prepared to undertake
appropriate policy actions as
warranted.

Monetary policy must
continue to be actively
disinflationary to ensure fuller
transmission and anchoring of
inflation expectations. Therate
actionis, so far, still working its
way into the economy. Hence,
the MPC decided to remain
focused on the withdrawal of
accommodation to ensure that
inflation progressively aligns
with the target while
supporting growth,” the RBI
Governor said.

Actor Junior Mehmood
dies of cancer

actor

Famous
Junior Mehmood passed
away on Friday at his
residence Khar.

He died at the age of 67
due to stomach cancer. Actor

Mumbai.

Junior = Mehmood was
diagnosed with stomach
cancer which reached the

fourth stage.
Hebreathed hislastathis
residence. He was

undergoing treatment at
Tata Memorial Hospital in
Paral. But, he lost this
ongoing battle with cancer,
said family sources.
Mehmood acted in many
popular films including
'Hathi Mere Saathi’,
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'Karawaan' and 'Mera Naam
Joker'. Junior Mehmood's
close friend Salam Qazi has
confirmed news about his
death. He said he was
undergoing treatment for
the pastfew days. During the
treatment, actor had
expressed his desire to meet
his old friends, veteran
actors Jitendra and Sachin
Pilgaonkar.

Sachin and Jitendra had
reached the hospital to meet
Junior Mehmood, he added.
Salam Qazi and Junior
Mehmood had a close
friendship for the last 15
years. Mehmood was earlier
being treated athis home.
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