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Editorial

India's Fallin Global Hunger Index

The latest Global Hunger Index (GHI) that was released last
week has once again highlighted the deteriorating situation
of food insecurity and malnutrition in India. As we mark
another World Food Day (October 16), we are confronted
with this miserable reality where crores of people in India
are faced with chronic shortages of food, a majority of
children and women remain malnourished, and healthy diets
remain far from the reach of most people.

The latest Global Hunger Report has shown that India's rank
in the Global Hunger Index has slipped further, to 111 among
125 countries. Last year, it was 107 out of 121 countries. In
2014, when the Modi regime came to power, India's rank in
the GHI was 55 out of 120 countries. From this, we can see
the steep fall in the Modi years in power.

As was the case last year, this year also all the South Asian
countries other than Afghanistan rank higher than India. In
July, the State of Food Security and Nutrition report released
jointly by five UN organisations had shown that between
2019-21 and 2020-22, the number of people facing moderate
or severe food insecurity had increased in India from 57
crores to 59 crores, and the number of people facing chronic
hunger increased from 22 crores to 23 crores.

The falling rank of India in terms of GHI has once again
shown that the Covid Pandemic and the draconian lockdown
the Modi government imposed in 2020 without any planning
had a devastating impact on people's lives. The adverse
impact of loss of livelihoods caused by the pandemic and
the lockdown was not mitigated by the welfare programmes
of'the Modi government.

It is worth remembering that, despite having more than 10
crore tonnes of grains in the godowns, the Modi government
refused to expand the coverage of the public distribution
system and make the access universal even during the period
of'the pandemic.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Gaganyaan Test Flight Successful,
Crew Escape Module Touches Down

New Delhi: ISRO's unmanned test flight for its first human
spaceflight mission 'Gaganyaan' today lifted off from Sri-
harikota, the first landmark in India's ambitious space mission.
Saturday's rocket tested the emergency escape system of its crew
module, which separated from the thruster and made a soft sea
landing about 10 minutes after the launch.

This mission was conducted to test the efficiancy of the vehicle's
crew escape system, which will be used in case astronauts need
to eject in case of an emergency.

"We are very happy to announce the success of the mission. The
purpose of the mission was to demonstrate the crew escape sys-
tem. The vehicle went slightly above the speed of sound, before
it initiated the crew escape system," Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation S Somanath said from the mission centre.

"The escape system took the crew module away from the vehi-
cle and subsequent operations including the touch-down at the
sea have been very well accomplished," he added. Test Vehicle
D1 mission was scheduled for a lift-off from the first launch pad
at 8 am which was revised to 8.45 am. But just 5 seconds before
the launch, the countdown stopped. ISRO identified the cause
and successfully pulled off the test at 10am.

The test vehicle mission is the predecessor to the Gaganyaan
programme which aims to send humans into space on a Low
Earth Orbit of 400kms for three days and bring them safely back
to the Earth.

UP govt gears up to complete
projects worth Rs. 2Kk crore

TBC News

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
government is leaving no
stone unturned to make Ma-
hakumbh 2025 a divine, grand
and well-organized event.
According to an official state-
ment from the UP govern-
ment, as per its instructions,
the process of completing the
works related to Mahakumbh
2025 has been started on a war
footing.

Specifically, projects worth
over Rs 2,000 crore related to
road infrastructure, bridges,
power and expansion and

management of the fair
grounds are being expedited.
Additionally, the review

process of 260 sanctioned
projects from various depart-
ments with a total cost of Rs
3,738 crore has also started.
Mahakumbh 2025 will run for
45 days from January 13 to
February 26. More than 6
crore pilgrims are expected to
visit the fair during this period.
Additionally, around 40 lakh
devotees are likely to partici-
pate in the Shahi Snan, and an
additional 40 lakh may opt for
the Kalpavasi.

In view of the huge crowd of
devotees, the Yogi government
has already started prepara-
tions. Keeping cleanliness as
the target, adequate number of
sanitation workers will be
made available in the Maha
Kumbh Mela. Additionally,
digital museums will be set up
while the fair grounds will be
monitored with the help of
ICCC, IT and drone technolo-
gies. Apart from this, security
will be tightened.

The state government is focus-
ing on timely completion of
the construction of bridges
like ropeway, Pipa bridge etc.
and making adequate arrange-
ments for the stay of VIPs as
well as common devotees.

That is why the review process
of all these high-priority tasks
has started to ensure that they
are completed on time.

Urban Development Minister
AK Sharma reviewed 260
projects at a cost of about Rs
3738 crore approved so far by
various departments. In the re-
view meeting on Tuesday, he
directed the officials to contin-
uously monitor the progress of
these projects. He stressed the
need for basic facilities like
drinking water, toilets, elec-
tricity supply and parking.

He also directed the officials
to address issues like road
congestion and beautification.
To make Mahakumbh a suc-
cess, he stressed on establish-
ing coordination with local
residents and public represen-
tatives and taking action on
their suggestions.

Bus terminals, railway stations
and airports are being ex-
panded and beautified to facil-
itate the arrival and departure
of pilgrims. Electric buses as
well as 1,000 shuttle buses are
being arranged for the pil-
grims in the mela area. 12 tem-
porary bus stands will be built
to operate these buses.

Modi govt hikes MSP for rabi
crops for season 2024-23

Ahead of upcoming Assembly
elections, the Union Cabinet
on Wednesday decided to raise
the Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) for all required Rabi
crops for the 2024-25 market-
ing season. The decision was
taken in a meeting which was
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Notably, the
government procures Ccrops
from farmers at the support
price through its agencies.
The highest increase in MSP
has been approved for lentil
(masur dal) at Rs 425 per
quintal followed by rapeseed
and mustard at Rs 200 per
quintal.

For wheat and safflower, an
increase of Rs 150 per quintal
each has been approved. For
barley and gram, the MSP has
been increased by Rs 115 per
quintal and Rs 105 per quintal
respectively.

Currently, the MSP of wheat
stands at Rs 2,125 per quintal
for the 2023-24 marketing sea-
son (April-March). Wheat is
the main rabi (winter) crop
and its sowing begins in Octo-
ber while harvesting starts
from April. The MSP of wheat
has been raised to Rs 2,275 per

cent quintal for the 2024-25
marketing season from Rs
2,125 per quintal in 2023-24.
The current increase in wheat
MSP is the highest since 2015-
16. The previous increase was
in the range of Rs 100-110 per
quintal announced for four
marketing seasons -- 2017-18,
2018-19, 2019-20 and 2023-
24. Among rabi pulses, the
MSP of gram has been in-
creased by Rs 105 to Rs 5,440
per quintal for 2024-25 as
against Rs 5,335 per quintal in
2023-24 while that of lentil
(masur) has been hiked by Rs
425 to Rs 6,425 per quintal
from Rs 6,000 per quintal. In
order to promote oilseed culti-
vation, the government in-
creased rapeseed-mustard seed
MSP by Rs 200 to Rs 5,650
per quintal for 2024-25 mar-

keting season, from Rs 5,450
per quintal in the 2023-24 sea-
son. The MSP of safflower has
been increased by Rs 150 to
Rs 5,800 per quintal for 2024-
25 from Rs 5,650 per quintal.
Addressing the media after the
cabinet meeting, Union Minis-
ter Anurag Thakur said the
cabinet has approved the in-
crease in the MSP of six man-
dated rabi crops for the
2024-25 marketing season.
"Based on the Commission for
Agricultural  Costs  and
Prices(CACP) recommenda-
tion, we have increased the
MSP of six rabi crops,”" he
said. Asked about the impact
of wheat MSP increase on
food inflation, the minister
said India has kept the infla-
tion under check during and
post-pandemic period.

It should be mentioned here
that MSP is the minimum rate
at which the grain is purchased
by the government procure-
ment agencies. India has three
cropping seasons -- Summer,
Kharif, and Rabi. Crops that
are sown during October and
November and the produce
harvested from January de-
pending on maturity are Rabi.
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