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Editorial

Pulses and bread are expensive

Recently the rates of Consumer Price Index, Core Inflation,
Wholesale Price Indexhave been announced. On average, the
inflation rate is lower than the target rate, so the Indian
government can boast thatithaskeptinflation under control,
but the reality is something else. In simple and easy words,
‘food inflation’ is still high for the common man. Inflation is
still very high. Of course, in the language of economics, the
Consumer Price Index makes it clear that the annual retail
inflationin Octoberis 4.87 percent. It was 7.44 percentin July,
due to which it has been continuously decreasing. Core
inflation has been reported at 4.28 percent, but it does not
includerisingprices of food and fuel. Ithas been told that this
rate has been the lowest in 43 months. The wholesale price
index was down by minus 0.52 percent. It is being claimed
thatfood inflation came downto 2.53 percentin October. This
inflation in the month of September was 3.35 percent.
Inflation based on the Wholesale Price Index has been
continuously below zero since April, in that sense there is
continuous news of relief on the inflation front, but Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das considersita
'very sensitive situation'. In fact, the prices of food items have
been the fundamental problem and they define inflation.
Some tough and sticky factors related to food inflation are
worrying the Modi government and the RBI ahead of the
2024 general elections. In fact, the retail inflation of dal-roti
i.e. grains and pulses is around 10.65 percent.It has been in
double digits for the last 14 months, till September 2022.
Pulses have also become expensive by double the rate for the
last five months. Their current inflation is 18.79 percent,
which has been the highest since August 2016. This may be
directly related to monsoon. Food inflation, estimated at 6.61
per cent, is higher than the general consumer price index.
Along with food, there are also vegetables, lack of seasonal
supply of which troubles the common citizen again and again.
As aresult, in July-August, tomatoes were sold at Rs 200 per
kg and nowadays onions are being sold at Rs 70-80 per kg. If
we look at our daily plate, grains, pulses, vegetables etc.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Host J&K emerges runners-up as Rajasthan
becomes U-14 NSG Judo Champlon

Jammu. Host Jammu and
Kashmir emerged runners-up
by clinching six medals with
five silver and one bronze while
Rajasthan emerged as the
Champion and Haryana
claimed the third place in the
67th National School Games
Judo U-14 boys and girls, which
concluded here at Gymnasium
Hall, University of Jammu on

Saturday.
Director Youth Services and
Sports, Subash  Chander

Chibber presided over the
medal ceremony, while FA
&CAO YSS/TE, Yasir Sharief
was the chief guest on the
occasion. The dignitaries were
accompanied by a galaxy of
officers of the Department of
Youth Services and Sports.

The budding Judokas
drawn from across 30
States/UTs/ Units of the

country showed stellar in
showcasingtheir Judo skills. On
Saturday in Under-14 boys -50
kg category, J&K's Rashid Hilal
Beigh clinched silver medal as
he lost to Ramavath Tharun of
Telangana in the final bout,
who bagged gold medal in this
category. The bronze medal
went to Abhay Yadav of
Maharashtra and Ashwin A of
Tamil Nadu.

In girls Under-14 -44 kg,
Anjum Akthar of Jammu and
Kashmir won silver, while the
gold medal was bagged by

India, Australia ready to script
hauntlng chapter at finals

Ahmedaba. Come tomorrow,
two things will be a guarantee.
Should India lay claim to the
World Cup, the joy will be
deafeningas will be the silence if
Australiapoop's the host's party.
And, no other team might be
better equipped to disappoint
the Indian fans, considering the
number of trophies in their
cabinet assembled over the
period of time. The glimpse of
which was there to see during
their narrow semifinal victory
over South Africa at the iconic
Eden Gardens on Thursday.

But several hours before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
presents the coveted trophy to
one of the winning captains, the
skies above the stadium named
after him will witness an
aerobatic display to showcase
India's soft power ahead of
general elections, where he is
seeking re-election next year.

Asprofessionals, none of this
will disturb Team India's
winning-spree in this World Cup
as they have won all their 10
matches leading up to the
finals.There have been great
scripts over the last few weeks -
the giant-killing instincts of
Afghanistan and Netherlands,
the fall of England, Virat Kohli's
50th ODI century, and Angelo
Mathews' timed-out dismissal

among others These fascinating
storylines will not fade away, but
one debate is fast fading away is
the future of ODI cricket. For

sure, looking at the fans
throngingto the stadiuminhuge
numbers, the cricket experts and
ICC officials will not give the ODI
format a ditch. For fans, these
issues hardly bothers them, but
what bothers them the most is
that India is just a game away
from lifting the coveted cup,
which many believe it is theirs.
Kapil Dev and Mahindra Singh
Dhoni had done previously, and
they will be here tomorrow to
witness Rohit joining the elite
club if India play to their
potential. India captain himself
has givenarollicking start, while
Virathasamassed 711 runsatan
average of 100 plus,a World Cup
record to cherish.

He has been the bedrock for
India in this event, and is a

symbol of New India, Wthh is
assertive and non-servile.

He has passed 8 fifties in his
last 10 innings, and he would not
like to letdown his staunchest of
fanstomorrow. India's spinners,
Ravindra Jadeja and Kuldeep
Yadav have been on song, but it
is Mohammad Shami who has
hogged all the headlines. In only
six games, he has a haul of 23
wickets including a record
seven-for in the semifinals
against New Zealand at the
Wankhede.

Australia's chances may rest
on a day-off for all these Indian
stars, and yet they realise that
they are a unit closest enough to
beat India in 2003 World Cup
finals. However, they know the
margin of error is very thin and
plugging that will be their only
chance to break billions of
hearts, and script an haunting
chapter.

Khuventhem Monica Devi of

Manipur. The bronze went to
Ayush S of Uttar Pradesh and
Daksha Naik of Maharashtra.
J&K's Aisha Hassan along with
Rinku Gurgur of Rajasthan
claimed bronze medal in U-14
girls -44 kg category. Taniya
Das of Tripura won gold and
Charanjot Kour of Chandigarh
claimed Silver.

On Friday, in boys U-14 -40
kg, Garv Tokas of Delhi bagged
gold, while Sheikh Mohammad
Shraim of Jammu and Kashmir
won silver medal. Jatin
Kashyap of Uttar Pradesh and
Varneet Singh of Punjab
claimed bronze medals in this
category.

Inboys U-14 -35 kg, Shivam
of Uttar Pradesh bagged gold,
while Soumya Sain of Rajasthan
clinched silver. The bronze
medal in this category went to
Kartik of Uttarakhand and Isan
of Chhattisgarh.Inboys Under-
14 -45 kg, Satish Dangi of
Rajasthan  clinched gold,
Krishan Kumar Mal of Vidhya

Bharti bagged silver and the
bronze medal went to Yash of
Haryana and Sachin of
Chandigarh.

Though, all the committees
framed for smooth conduct of
67th National School Games in
the discipline of Judo U-14 boys
and girls did a great job in
making the event a grand
success, yet the Coaches of J&K
team headed by the Chief
Coach- Varinder Sharma and
other Coaches including
Raman Sharma, Rajive Kumar,
Sanjay Khajuria and Rohit
Sadhotra did an excellent job
with J&K team and also in
facilitating the participating
players and the officials at the
venue. They worked day-inand
day-out for making the event a
grand success.

The efforts of technical
officials from Jammu and
Kashmir Sports Council namely
Suraj Bhan Singh, Arshi Nad
and Ritika Slathia were also
worth appreciation during the
competitions.

Startups have akey role in
India’s journey to become
3rd largest economy: CEA

Thiruvananthapuram. Startups
play a paramount role in India
achieving its ambitious
developmental aspirations and
becoming the third largest
economy in a few years, said Dr V
Anantha Nageswaran, Chief
Economic Advisor to Government
of India.

Delivering the Leadership Talk
at the Huddle Global 2023 of
Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM)
here on Saturday before the three-
day flagship event drew to a close,
Dr. Anantha Nageswaran also said
tier-2 and tier-3 cities of the
country including Kerala capital
are emerging as  startup
powerhouses leveraging the
improvementin infrastructure and
government’s supportive policies.
“Asall of youknow very well we are
the fifthlargesteconomy on course
to becoming the third largest
economy in a few years. [ will say
7-in-7 is the buzz slogan, that is 7
trillion USD economy in seven
years. Seven trillion USD economy
size by 2030 is possible if India
maintains its present growth
trajectory, and in that journey,
startup entrepreneurs are going to
play an important role”, Dr
Anantha Nageswaran said. He also
noted that Kerala’s startup
journey has been an inspiring one
with KSUM catalysing its

establishmentin 2006 to promote
change that propelled the state
into the forefront of the global
startup arena. The active
participation of startups in India
in developing business models on
the foundation of expanding
physical and digital infrastructure
will continue to generate
efficiency, revenue, and economic
returns for the country, he said.
“The culture of entrepreneurship
and innovation is one pandemic
thatIndia would like to experience
continuously. It must spread,” Dr
Anantha Nageswaran said. “The
last decade has seen an
exceptional transformation in the
startup landscape in India, which
has emerged as the third largest
ecosystem globally, with over 1.12
lakh startups presently
recognized by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) across 763
districts. Among them, more than
110 are unicorns with a total
valuation of around USD 350
billion”, he said.
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