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Editorial

Stand on Israel-Hamas war

India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has belatedly re-
iterated India’s position in favour of the two-state solution to
the Israel-Palestine conflict. Having kept quiet for four long
days, Indian diplomacy seemingly rose from slumber to say,
“Our policy in this regard has been long-standing and consis-
tent. India has always advocated the resumption of direct ne-
gotiations towards establishing a sovereign, independent, and
viable State of Palestine living within secure and recognised
borders, side by side at peace with Israel.”

The clarification of the Indian position on the war perhaps
was prompted by two factors — unease among West Asian
Muslim countries, some of them newfound allies of the
Narendra Modi government, and the possibility of the anger
in the domestic Muslim population boiling over. It is nonethe-
less a much-needed damage control exercise.

This came after Modi’s tweet expressing unequivocal support
for Israel in its war effort and its amplification on social media
by those Indians who idolise Israel.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has, for example, at-
tacked the statement of the Congress Working Committee on
the Israel-Hamas conflict for being soft on terrorism.

The CWC statement says, “...The CWC reiterates its long-
standing support for the rights of the Palestinian people to
land, self-government and to live with dignity and respect.
The CWC calls for an immediate cease-fire and for negotia-
tions to begin on all outstanding issues including the impera-
tive issues that have given rise to the present conflict.
”Predictably this has led to accusations that the Congress is
pandering to ‘vote bank politics’.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted, “Con-
gress’s resolution has striking similarities with statements of
Pakistan & Taliban. All 3 do not condemn Hamas, do not de-
plore terror attacks on Israel, and are silent on hostages -
women & children.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Zee Media and Rotary International join
forces for Global Mindcare Conclave

TBC News

In commemoration of World Mental Health Day, Zee Media
Corporation has partnered with Rotary International (District
3012, Rotary Club of Delhi North), the Cosmos Institute of
Mental Health & Behavioral Sciences (CIMBS), New Delhi,
and the World Federation for Mental Health (WFMH) to host
the inaugural Global Mindcare Conclave on 10th October 2023.
The event resonated as a pivotal global advocacy for mental
health rights while also focusing on addressing India's pressing
mental health challenges.

The Global Mindcare conclave was inaugurated by former Chief
Justice of India Shri UU Lalit, along with Shri Abhay Ojha,
CEO Zee Media, Dr. Lalit Khanna Immediate Past District Gov-
ernor, Rotary, and Dr. Sunil Mittal, Vice President of WFMH,
addressed the theme of this year's World Mental Health Day,
‘Mental Health is a Universal Human Right’. This conclave was
a platform for different mental health stakeholders, including
healthcare professionals, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), caregivers, and people with experience with mental
health disorders, to have in-depth discussions about overcoming
barriers, forming partnerships within the mental health sector,
and exploring advancements in mental healthcare.

Mental health statistics: Dr. Sunil Mittal underscored the gravity
of the situation, stating that nearly 1 Billion individuals world-
wide grapple with mental disorders, with 20 crore individuals
residing in India. Notably, the National Mental Health Survey
(2015-2016) unveiled that one in every sixth Indian requires
mental health support, demanding immediate innovative inter-
ventions.

Wide range of mental health topics: The conclave hosted eight
informative sessions, encompassing a wide spectrum of mental
health topics. These sessions included a global and Indian per-
spective on mental health rights, discussions on mental health
law and policy, and an exploration of advancements in mental
healthcare.

UP ranks 10th nationally
for 2nd time in sex ratio

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh has
demonstrated its commitment
to fostering gender equality by
consistently securing the 10th
position in the nation for the
second consecutive census
cycle.

Uttar Pradesh’s journey to-
wards gender parity may not
be characterised as ‘remark-
able,” yet it is undeniably note-
worthy. As per a 2021 Press
Information Bureau report,
three districts -- Jaunpur, Aza-
mgarh, and Deoria --have re-
ported a surplus of women
over men, reflecting a signifi-
cant shift towards gender equi-
librium. Among them, Jaunpur
stands out with 1,024 women
for every 1,000 men, a testa-
ment to grassroots efforts in
promoting gender inclusivity.
Over the past two Census cy-
cles, U.P. has progressively
improved its sex ratio from
898 to 912 females per 1000
males. In this context, U.P.
outperforms states like Punjab,
Sikkim, and Jammu & Kash-
mir, and closely trails Bihar
and Gujarat, underlining its
commendable progress.

Uttar Pradesh’s overall child
sex ratio currently stands at
918 girls for every 1,000 boys,
signalling a steady and upward

"

trajectory in addressing gender
disparities. This encouraging
trend aligns with the state’s
comprehensive initiatives
aimed at empowering women
and promoting gender equity.
Puneet Mishra, deputy director
of the Women and Child De-
velopment department, attrib-
utes this positive shift to a
portfolio of empowerment
programs.

These encompass prenatal
care, awareness campaigns in
girls’ schools, and nutrition
schemes, among others.
While the state’s ranking may
appear stagnant, Mishra re-
mains  sanguine,  stating,
“Health and education are not
overnight transformations, but
we are confident that the next
Census will reveal further ad-
vancements in Uttar Pradesh’s
sex ratio.”

Beyond the improved sex

icant milestones in related in-
dicators, including education,
child marriages, and nutrition.

The  implementation  of
schemes such as “Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao” has contributed
to a decline in crimes against
women and child marriages,
while concurrently bolstering
girls’ school enrollments.

A member of the state com-
mission for the protection of
child rights acknowledges the
role of augmented safety and
confidence in nurturing these
positive changes.

They assert, “Safety and con-
fidence play a pivotal role in
an individual’s survival skills.
As awareness and protective
measures intensify, the sex
ratio will continue to ascend,
heralding a brighter future for
girls and women in Uttar
Pradesh.”

Govt. weighs giving small farmers

more cash s

New Delhi: The government
is weighing options to raise
the annual direct cash transfer
to small farmers to 8,000 ru-
pees ($96) from 6,000 rupees,
according to two officials fa-
miliar with the discussions,
who asked not to be identified
as the matter is still under con-
sideration.

The government is consider-
ing a plan to boost cash sup-
port to small farmers by a
third, allowing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ruling party
to shore up support from a key
voting bloc ahead of elections.
If approved, the plan would
cost the government an extra
200 billion rupees, according
to the people, on top of the 600
billion rupees budgeted for the
program in the current fiscal
year through March 2024.
Nanu Bhasin, a spokesperson
for the Finance Ministry, de-
clined to comment on the mat-
ter.

With some 65% of India’s 1.4
billion people living in rural
areas, farmers are a crucial
voting bloc for Modi, who is
seeking a rare third term in of-
fice in the upcoming election.
Though he remains a popular
leader, with 55% of voters
viewing him as favorable, is-

o X 10 e o

upport before polls

sues around rising inequality
and joblessness may pose a
challenge to him at the polls.
The global economy is re-
silient but limping The global
economy is resilient but limp-
ing

The government is trying to
bolster farmers’ income after
its inflation-control measures,
such as a ban on some rice ex-
ports, curbed rural incomes.
India has also recorded its
weakest monsoon rains in five
years, threatening this year’s
harvests of key crops.

Since the subsidy program
kicked off in December 2018,
Modi’s government has doled

4L AR e il

out 2.42 trillion rupees in total
to 110 million beneficiaries.
Officials are now discussing
relaxing rules to include more
farmers under the direct cash
transfer program, the people
said. A final decision on these
proposals have yet to be taken,
they said.
The government is also taking
other measures to support
poorer households, such as ex-
tending a free grains program
into next year and considering
subsidized loans for small
urban housing. Last week, the
cabinet approved an increase
in subsidies on liquefied petro-
leum gas, used for cooking.
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