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Editorial
BJP’s south block

[tis an established fact that it will extremely difficult for
BJP to solely bank on Hindi heartland. South India
accounts for about a fifth of Lok Sabha seats i.e. 130 out
ofatotal of 543 seats. As per current status, the southern
states’ breakup includes 28 seats in Karnataka, 25 in
Andhra Pradesh, 17 in Telangana, 39 in Tamil Nadu, 20
in Kerala, and one in the Union territory of Puducherry.
Inthe 2014 Lok Sabha election, the BJP won 21 seats from
this pool of 130 and increased its tally to 29 in the 2019
polls. The vast majority of these victories for the BJP came
from Karnataka— 18in2004,19in2009,17in 2014 and
25in 2019 but this crucial state has been snatched by
Congress party which will try to exploit assembly polls
victory in Lok Sabha elections.

Political observers do not rule out the latent reason of
Sanatan Dharma controversy intentionally started by
chief minister, M.K. Stalin’s son Udhayanidhi Stalin who
favored its eradication as it divides society on the basis
of caste and religion. Central and state BJP leader had
vehemently condoned Udhayanidhiand expected strong
reaction from TN AIADMK leaders who preferred to be
silent which had infuriated high command. But
AIADMK'’s survival will depend upon the issues like
Sanatan Dharama which may in consonance with anti-
Hindi mindset of Southern people. Nothingis impossible
in politics hence AIADMK may also hope against hope to
have alliance with Congress by offering 20 out of 39
seats? But chances may not be very bright as CM, Stlain
enjoys personal close rapport with Rahul and Sonia
Gandhi who have been working in tandem. The BJP this
time is finding it difficult to gain in southern states. The
walkaway of AIADMK has made it more difficult for the
saffron party to get some seats. Karnataka, where BJP
gained in last election, is posing stiff challenges for it, as
itis the home state of Cong Prez Mallikarjun Kharge.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Yogi govt plans to make Krishi

kumbh a global event

TBC News

LUCKNOW: Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has decided
to organise the second edition
of Krishi Kumbh (agriculture
fair) in the coming December.
The earlier edition, a first-of-
its-kind, was held in 2018, a
year after the BJP government
came to power in Uttar
Pradesh.

According to a government of-
ficial, the aim is to make farm-
ers from across the country
and the world familiar with the
state’s agriculture and its prac-
tices and enhance their techni-
cal awareness, new
agricultural technologies and
innovations.

New farming and agricultural
practices in various countries,
including Japan, Israel, Ger-
many and the US, will also be
displayed and taught. The dis-
cussions will be held on chal-
lenges related to cow-based
natural farming, climate
change preparedness, encour-
agement for sustainable agri-
culture, entrepreneurship
based on FPOs, cost reduction
in farming, and efforts to in-
crease the contribution of the
agriculture sector in making
the state a one trillion dollar
economy.

Various agriculture techniques

through lectures, demonstra-
tions and agricultural exhibi-

tions will be showcased.
Recently, at a meeting
presided over by Adiyanath, it
was decided to make possible
participation of two lakh farm-
ers in the fare. He has also in-
structed authorities to invite
esteemed national and interna-
tional agricultural companies
and organisations, agricultural
universities, agricultural sci-
ence centres, and progressive
farmers to the event.

In the first Krishi Kumbh, over
300 companies and organisa-
tions took part and the event
generated revenue of around
Rs 2 crore. The event will be
organised at the Indian Sugar-
cane Research Institute in
Lucknow.

Sanatana Dharma only religion,
rest all sects: Yogi Adityanath

TBC News

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday

emphasised the significance of

Sanatana Dharma, stating that
it is the only religion and the
rest of all are sects and meth-
ods of worship.

Speaking at the ‘Shrimad
Bhagwat Katha Gyan Yagya’
event, Yogi Adityanath said,
‘Sanatana Dharma is the only
religion, the rest are all sects
and methods of worship.
Sanatan is the religion of hu-
manity and if it is attacked
then there will be a crisis for
humanity across the globe’.
Addressing the people, the
Chief Minister underlined the
importance of having an open
mindset to truly grasp the
essence of Shrimad Bhagwat.
Yogi Adityanath also said that
narrow-minded perspectives
struggle to encompass the
vastness of its teachings.

Yogi Adityanath's statement
came amid the ongoing con-
troversy over Tamil Nadu
minister and MK Stalin's son
Udhayanidhi's "eradicate
Sanatan Dharma" remarks.
While speaking at an event
last month, Udhayanidhi

stoked a row with his anti-

Sanatana Dharma remarks that
led to a heated debate across
the country, especially with
the BJP targeting him over the
issue.

Udhayanidhi compared
Sanatana ~ Dharma  with
'dengue' and 'malaria’ and said
that it should not just be op-
posed, but 'eradicated'. Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin even claimed
that Sanatana Dharma was
against social justice and
equality.

Speaking at the Digvijay Nath
Smriti Auditorium of the tem-
ple in Gorakhpur, Adityanath,
who is also the Goraksh-
peethadhishwar, stressed the
importance of having an open
mindset to understand the
essence of Shrimad Bhagwat.

"Narrow-minded perspectives
struggle to comprehend its
vastness," he added.
Adityanath told the devotees
that the Bhagwad Katha teach-
ings they listened to for seven
days would bring positive
changes in their lives.

He reminded everyone that the
"story of Bhagwat is bound-
less and cannot be confined to
specific days or hours".

"It flows endlessly, and devo-
tees continuously absorb its
essence into their lives," the
chief minister said.

The Gorakshpeethadhishwar
also expressed pride in being
an Indian and said that it is a
rarity to be born in India and
even rarer to be born as a
human. Sanatan dharma can
not be taken as a granted.

NewsClick’s alleged links to China

On Tuesday (Oct 3), around
500 personnel of Delhi Police
raided over 100 locations in
the National Capital Region
(NCR) and Mumbai linked to
web news portal NewsClick
and its journalists.
NewsClick, founded in 2009,
is known for severely criticis-
ing the Narendra Modi-led
government of the ruling BJP.
News agency PTI reported
that police seized laptops and
mobile phones of some of the
journalists. NewsClick editor-
in-chief Prabir Purkayastha
and journalists Abhisar Shar -
ma and Urmilesh were among
those targeted in the raids.

So far, Prabir Purkayastha and
Amit Chakraborty, a share-
holder in the company, have
been arrested by police under
the anti-terror Unlawful Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
As per a report by PTI, the
journalists were handed over a
list of 25 questions, related to
farmers' protests against the
Modi government and Delhi’s
Shaheen Bagh protests against
the citizenship law.

The action against NewsClick
comes months after a damning
New York Times report which
revealed that the web portal
was linked to a China-backed
media machine.
The report

alleged that

ihEVVScuc

NewsClick received millions

in funding from American bil-
lionaire Neville Roy Singham,
a close associate of the Chi-
nese government. The report
also highlighted some content
published by NewsClick,
aimed at pushing the narrative
generally peddled by Chinese
media and government.

For example, the portal pub-
lished a series of articles high-
lighting ‘China's steps to
contain the Covid-19 pan-
demic.” It also published a
video titled “China’s history
continues to inspire the work-
ing classes”. But the govern-
ment’s action against
NewsClick didn’t start after
the New York Times report.
India’s financial watchdog En-
forcement Directorate (ED)

had begun investigating for-
eign funding of NewsClick in
2021 itself.

According to media reports,
ED’s investigation revealed
that NewsClick received $4.56
million (INR 38 crore) in for-
eign funding over a period of
three years.

The funds were then allegedly
distributed to several contro-
versial journalists, including
Gautam Navlakha and associ-
ates of Teesta Setalvad.

A search was carried out by
the ED at the offices of PPK
Newsclick Studio and its asso-
ciated entities and their Direc-
tors and shareholders (ten
entities) located in Delhi NCR

under the Prevention of
Money  Laundering  Act
(PMLA).
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