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Cong names 5 candidates
in NCR after pact with SP

Ghaziabad: Barely a few
hours after Congress and
Samajwadi Party formally
announced a pre-poll tie-up in
Lucknow on Sunday, the
former released a list of 41
candidates for the first and
second phase of the assembly
elections in UP. The list
contains the names of
candidates for four assembly
seats of Ghaziabad district
apart from that of Dadri in
Gautam Budh Nagar district.
On January 20, the SP had
announced the names of
candidates for all eight
assembly seats in GB Nagar
and Ghaziabad. On Sunday,
Congress office-bearers said
that a pact was reached with
the SPto withdraw the latter’s
candidates from five seats in
NCR. On Saturday, after SP
declared candidates for GB
Nagar and Ghaziabad, its
candidate from Dadri, Raj
Kumar Bhati (52), had recused

himself from contesting the
polls on health grounds. In
Ghaziabad district, the party
had announced candidates for
Loni, Ghaziabad, Sahibabad
and Muradnagar. “SPwill issue
letters to the Election
Commission as well as to the
returning officers of the four
assembly seats in Ghaziabad
district that it has withdrawn
the candidates it had fielded
from these four constituencies.
SP will also not allot the
party’s election symbol to
these candidates. The seat-
sharing has been worked out
after deliberations with the SP
brass,” AICC secretary in-
charge of UP, Naseeb Singh.
From Sahibabad seat, the party
has fielded Amarpal Sharma.
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Law student jumps to death
from second floor of GN hostel

NOIDA: A 20-year-old law
student allegedly committed
suicide by jumping off the
second floor of a private hostel
in Greater Noida on Sunday
night. The deceased has been
identified as Akash Aggarwal,
a second-year LLB student of
Lloyd Law College in
Knowledge Park. He was
staying in Aryan Hostel outside
the college campus. According
to police, the students residing
in the hostel rushed out of their
rooms on Sunday night after
hearing a loud thud and found
Akash lying in a pool of blood
on the ground. They
immediately informed the
police and took him to a private
hospital, where he was
declared brought dead. A team
of policemen reached the
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hostel and recovered Akash’s
phone from his room. No
suicide note was found from
the spot. However, the college
management has filed a
complaint in this regard at the
Knowledge Park police station.
“We are questioning the hostel
staff and other students. We
have informed Akash’s family
members who reside in
Allahabad. “The body has been
sent for post-mortem and the
reportis awaited,” said Manish
Sharma, SHO of Knowledge
Park police station.
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Underpass at Noida Sector 60 faces 6-month delay

NOIDA: The Rs 60-crore
underpass project near Uflex
intersection in Sector 60 will
keep you waiting at least six
more months before you can
hope to get a signal-free ride.
It was supposed to be
inaugurated by December
2016, but now it appears the
facility will be readied only by
June 2017. However, to
provide relief to commuters, a
new diversion on the road is
slated to open in the next
fortnight, while the existing
diversion will be removed by
March this year. Once
complete, the 650m-long
flyover with three lanes on
each carriageway,is expected
to provide signal-free
connectivity between Delhi,
Noida and Ghaziabad.
According to Noida Authority

Noida needs 7 8 % Voter turnout: DM

NOIDA: District magistrate
NP Singh on Sunday met the
representatives of several
RWAs in the city at the
Federation of Noida Residents
Welfare Associations office in
Sector 52 and apprised them
on the election-related
measures and preparations for
the upcoming Vidhan Sabha
polls. Singh maintained that
compared to less literate
districts like Saharanpur,
Shamli and Moradabad, which
recorded 70% voter turnout in

the past, the more literate
Gautam Budh Nagar and
Noida have recorded only 55
to 58% voter turnout. “This
has to change to a mininum

turnout of 78%. To ensure
increased voter turnout, a slew

of measures have been taken
by the district administration
under the guidelines of the
Election Commission (EC),”
Singh said. This include regular
camps in the district for new
voter registrations and
correction in voterslists and the
inauguration of mVoter app by
the EC, which will be
operational from Monday.
“Voters can enter their voter
card number in the app, which
will then display their polling
booth details,” Singh said.

officials, work on the facility
is currently about 65%
complete. “We faced a delay
of about a month, when the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
stopped all construction work
to rein in air pollution post
Diwali,” said P K Garg, project
engineer, Noida Authority.
“Other hindrances being faced
include the under-construction
Metro track extention between
City Center in Sector 32 and
Sector 62, near NH-24. A
Ganga Jal water line also had
to be shifted from the area,
causing further deferment,”
he explained.Garg further told
TBC that as the viaduct for
the Metro line has to be raised,
the underpass project is
unlikely to be completed
before June 2017. “To reduce
congestion, we plan to

remove the diversion near
Mamura crossing,” Garg said.
“This barricading at the
centre of Mamura Chowk has
added to the commuters’ woes
but will be removed within the
next 15-20 days. To further
smooth traffic in the area, we
will allow traffic to move in
all four directions at the
crossing by March,” he
promised. Once everything is
in place, commute on the 15-
km route from Ashram in
Delhi via Delhi-Noida-Direct
(DND) Flyway, Atta
underpass and towards
Chijarsi link to NH-24 will be
a breeze. Along with this, a
6.5km elevated road, starting
from Sector 28 and ending at
Sector 61 near Uflex
intersection, is already under
construction.

BJP fields Sunil Sharma from SBD

GHAZIABAD: After a
week of suspense over its
candidates for the two seats of
Noida and Sahibabad, the BJP
on Sunday announced
candidates for both the seats.
While Pankaj Singh has been
named for Noida seat, Sunil
Sharma has been announced
as the candidate from
Sahibabad. Sharma had
contested the 2012 assembly
polls and lost to BSP’s
Amarpal Sharma by a margin
of 24,348 votes. The names of
candidates for the remaining

six seats of Gautam Budh
Nagar and Ghaziabad districts
was released by the party on
January 16. Earlier, home
minister Rajnath Singh’s son
Pankaj Singh’s name has been
doing rounds for Sahibabad
seat as well. On Sunday, BJP
finally settled for Singh in
Noida, a seat with its huge
share of urban educated voters
is considered as a BJP bastion.

UPElection 2017: Samajwadi Party stands to lose more after alliance with Congress

New Delhi : With complete
control over the Uttar Pradesh
government, the party and its
affairs, Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav now faces a crucial but
essential test of leadership —
scotching rebellion and
appeasing constituents. During
the intra-family and intra-party
conflict that dragged on for the
past six months, Akhilesh
managed to emerge the victor
with more than just a little help
and nudge from his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav. But
now the worthy son has to
handle whatever comes his
way — all by himself. After
the pre-election alliance with
the Congress was announced
on the evening of Sunday 22
January, the Samajwadi Party
camp was in a jubilant mood,
but the price for the accord has

to be paid more by the SP than
the Congress. The formula of
SP-298 and Congress-105,
arrived at after weeks of
closed door meetings
ultimately involving none less
than Priyanka Gandhi, is
starting to cause heartaches
within the party. The SP has
already released two lists of its
contestants, containing 268
names, and thus only 30 more
names are to be announced as
per the seat-sharing pact.
However, since it was not
revealed which 105 seats were
to be left for the Congress,
there is clamour among the SP
contestants whose names have
already been announced to
ensure that their names remain
on the list. The confirmation
and subsequent decision has to
be quick since the nomination

for the first phase of polling (11
February) ends on 24 January.
Already, the first few who
were denied tickets have left
the SP. These include veteran
Mulayam loyalist and former
minister Ambika Chaudhary
who joined the Bahujan Samaj
Party on 21 January. On the
same day, three more MLAs
— Ashish Yadav from Etah,
Rampal Yadav from Biswan
(Sitapur) and Ramveer Singh
from Jasrana (Firozabad)
resigned from the party. These
are likely to contest as Lok Dal
candidates.According to SP
sources, at least 40 names in
the existing SP list are likely to
be changed in the aftermath of
the seat identification and
adjustment with the Congress.
The exercise is already on and
the announcements could be

made latest by tomorrow. The
impact of the denial of party
ticket for a candidate whose
name figured on Akhilesh
Yadav’s list some days ago
can well be imagined.
According to the campaign
manager of a candidate in
Lucknow, it would mean more
than a year’s effort and
expenditure going waste. It
couldn’t always be possible to
ensure a ticket from another
party at the last moment, this
source admitted. Similarly,
many SP leaders including
ministers and legislators, who
owe their political identity to
Mulayam Singh Yadav, are
feeling jittery whether they are
in the election fray or not. Ever
since the Election Commission
ruled in favour of Akhilesh
Yadav for the party’s name and

symbol, the sense of
uneasiness among such people
has been growing. That was the
time when reports of Mulayam
Singh Yadav moving on to the
Lok Dal asiits president had also
surfaced, and it was hinted that
all Mulayam loyalists could
follow suit. However, Mulayam
has not opened his cards yet.
He skipped the SP manifesto
release function, preferring to
reach the venue after the
programme was over. He has
not yet confirmed whether, as
‘Patron’ of Samajwadi Party, he
will join the election campaign.
And he has also not yet given
any clear signal to his loyalists
on their future course of action.
The candidature of Aparna
Yadav from Lucknow
Cantonment constituency is
another case in point.
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