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After alliance, SP may give
Noida seat to Congress

Noida: The Election
Commission’s decision to let
Akhilesh Yadav use
Samajwadi Party’s official
‘cycle’ symbol was greeted
with jubilation by its cadre
in Gautam Budh Nagar torn
by the feud in the first
family. But the prospect of
an imminent alliance with
Congress is already turning
many smiling faces glum. That
is because of speculation that
the Noida seat may not see a
Samajwadi candidate at all and
could be handed over to
Congress.  Particularly
concerned are the young faces
of Samajwadi Party, who were
rooting for Akhilesh even
when they were removed
from posts of different youth
organisations by Shivpal Yadav.
The possibility of not having
their own candidate to
campaign for at all is not
something they are looking
forward to. In 2012, the SP
had not done well in NCR

despite its impressive
performance across the state
that saw Akhilesh storm to
power in Lucknow. SPdid not
win any of the eight assembly
seats in Gautam Budh Nagar
and Ghaziabad in 2012. But
neither did Congress. Yet, it
could be handed the seat
because of the BJP factor. A
senior SP functionary, known
to be a Shivpal-baiter, the
Noida seat would be given to
Congress as BJP would give a
tough fight to any opponent.
Mahesh Sharma, now a Union
minister, had won the Noida
seat in 2012 before going on
to fight the Lok Sabha
election. Vimla Batham won
the seat in the 2014 bypoll.
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EDITORIAL

To win Uttar Pradesh,

Akhilesh Yadav will need
balance on the cycle

The family feud in the Samajwadi Party (SP) has taken a
decisive turn with the Election Commission of India
awarding the cycle symbol to Akhilesh Yadav. It’s a tilting
of scales that gives the young chief minister a huge boost
on the campaign trail ahead of next month’s assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh. Not only does it cement his
place as the man to beat in the polls, it helps him sidestep
anti-incumbency without having to give up the emotional
connect and the organisational support that the SP brings
with it as a key player in the state for more than two
decades.

By winning a pitched battle with his uncles, other forces
within the party, and most significantly, his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Akhilesh can now shed the
perception that he was a weak chief minister and
showcase himself as an agent of development and change.
As he now stitches together a pre-poll alliance, notably
with the Congress, in order to keep the BJP in check on
the back of the demonetisation decision and its decisive
victory in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, Akhilesh has got
a greater say at the negotiating table. The “cycle” has
given him a better chance of controlling the core Yadav-
Muslim vote-bank, which the SP controls, and at the same
time, of reaching out to undecided voters who are
unaffected by traditional caste equations. Though the
pitched UP election battleground may have become
relatively easier for Akhilesh to negotiate, it will by no
means be easy. The fact that his supporters have started
putting up posters of father and son together shows that
the young chief minister does not want to be seen as a
usurper. He knows it is in his best interest to not alienate
Mulayam loyalists in the hinterland, where his father
continues to hold sway. Any sign of weakness or frailty
on the SP’s part will be a sign to voters, particularly
Muslims who usually swing en masse against the BJP,
that Akhilesh may not be the winning horse. This could
lead to a shift in votes towards the Bahujan Samaj Party,
led by Mayawati, who already commands a sizeable
portion of UP’s Dalit votes. Akhilesh will, therefore, have
to strike a fine balance — taking the party along,
portraying an image of strength and renewal, and making
sure his social engineering remains intact. He has
succeeded so far in making the elections about himself.
With the right wheels under him, he will be looking to
remain in the driver’s seat. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Will do surgical strikes again if needed: Army chief

NEW DELHI: Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat today
again asserted that the surgical
strikes+ across the Line of
Control (LoC) into Pakistan
can be repeated if the "situation
warrants". "Surgical strikes
were a demonstration of what
we can do if situation
warrants. Will do it again if
needed," said Rawat at a press
conference in Delhi.
Addressing his first press
conference after taking over as
Army Chief+ , Gen Rawat
said, "In the recent time the

ceasefire violations have come
down but if not then, we may
resort for such surgical strikes
again." "Infiltration attempts
are being regularly made, the
day before yesterday two
terrorists were killed along the
Line of Control in Poonch
(Jammu and Kashmir),"
Rawat said. However, "with
synergised efforts of security
forces, we have been able to
bring the situation under control
in Jammu and Kashmir," Gen
Rawat added. Explaining the
possibility of more surgical

strikes, the army chief said that
at the first place we should
understand why were the
strikes conducted in
September last year. "The
motive behind surgical strike
needs to be understood...if we
don't get the correct message
from the other side, if we see
that infiltration is being
encouraged then it (surgical
strike) must be conducted
again," he stressed.
Commenting on the broader
issue of security challenges
faced by the country.
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‘FAR increase 1s llIlJllSt means to earn money’

Noida: The residents have
upped the ante against the
proposed increase in floor
area ratio (FAR) of builder
plots by the Noida Authority,
saying the increase not only
amounts to contravention of
the already declared Master
Plan 2021-2031, but is also
an unjust means to earn
money. In a letter to Noida
Authority CEO Deepak
Agarwal on Monday, the
Confederation of NCR
Residents Welfare
Associations (CONRWA)
said builders have already
flouted many rules with
regard to FAR in connivance
with the Authority in
constructing  housing
societies, which include

disregard to fire safety

measures as well as
generating  additional
population density as against
the original master plan. “The
proposed increase in FAR of
builder plots is absolutely
baseless because it’s against
Master Plan 2021-2031. The
master plan was dcrawn up
considering residential,
commercial, group housing
and industrial plot area, as
well as population density,

BJPf{ields Congress turncoats
in Jewar, Muradnagar

Noida/Ghaziabad: The BJP
on Monday announced its
candidates for six assembly
constituencies in
Ghaziabadand Gautam Budh
Nagardistricts while keeping
a suspense in Noida and
Sahibabad seats where the
names of two candidates are
doing the rounds — Vimla
Batham and Pankaj Singh
respectively. While Vimla
Batham is the sitting MLA
from Noida, Pankaj Singh is
the son of Union home
minister Rajnath Singh. The
party’s central election
committee released a list of
149 names for the UP polls
on Monday. The list
contained the names of
candidates for Loni,
Ghaziabad, Muradnagar and
Modinagar of Ghaziabad
apart from Dadri and Jewar
of Gautam Budh Nagar.
Congress turncoat Thakur
Dhirendra Singh, who had
joined BJP on January 8, has
been given a ticket from
Jewar assembly seat of
Gautam Budh Nagar district.
Singh, who is from Rabupura
village and was reportedly
close to Congress vice-
president Rahul Gandhi,
joined BJP after spending
nearly three decades with
Congress. Singh had shot to
limelight during the land
acquisition crisis in Bhatta
Parsaul in 2011 when Gandhi

rode pillion on his motorcycle
to reach the strife-torn
villages that had been barred
from entry by the police and
administration. He had
contested the 2012 assembly
polls from Jewar on a
Congress ticket but lost to
BSP’s Vedram Bhati by a
margin of 9,500 votes. In
Muradnagar in Ghaziabad,
the BJP again fielded a
Congress turncoat, Ajit Pal
Tyagi (44), who had joined
the BJP in December last
year. The party has dumped
Brijpal Teotia, who was its
candidate in the 2012
assembly polls. Tyagi was
with Congress for nearly two
years and was party general
secretary in UP. His father,
Rajpal Tyagi, had been a six-
time MLA from Muradnagar
having won the seat twice as
an Independent and twice on
Congress ticket and one time
each on SP and BSP tickets.
Tejpal Nagar, BJP’s Dadri
candidate, is the principal of
Sant Vinoba Bhave Inter
College in Greater Noida.
Nagar, who had joined the BSP
in 2007, had quit the party in
2014 and joined the BJP.

infrastructure, road width,
and open and green lands. It
should be changed only
under special circumstances
necessitated by public
interest,” CONRWA
president. Jain said
increasing FAR merely to
earn money is totally wrong
as the Authority already has
a strong financial base.
“Instead, it should seek
repayment of loans provided
to other government
agencies. This money
belongs to the residents of
Noida. The existing high
population density of the city
has already created problems
like traffic jams, pollution,
encroachments and lack of
parking space,” he said.

Most projects on
time, unipoles to
be removed

Noida: A slew of upcoming
projects, including the three
Metro corridors, were
reviewed by Rama Raman,
chairperson of Noida
Authority, on Monday. While
the 3.9 km track connecting
Noida with Delhi is likely to
be operational in March this
year after the assembly
elections, the other two tracks
— Sector 32 to 62 and Noida
to Greater Noida — are likely
to be commissioned as per
schedule of March 2018,
officials said. Nearly 20
infrastructure projects were
also reviewed. This included
the widening of the bridge
flanks along the Shahdara
drain and elevated road.
Satisfied with the progress of
the projects, he directed
officials to chart out road
maps and implement them to
complete the projects. He
came down heavily on
officials regarding the slow
progress of two important
projects—Sector 18 multi-
level parking and parallel
bridge across the Yamuna
near Kalindi Kunj. Raman has
also directed officials to
expedite the Noida Habitat
Centre. The management for
the newly constructed
international stadium and the
old age home will also
be put into place in the next
15 days.

Chetan Sharma, CONRWA
secretary general, said that
once approved, the FAR of
any builder/group housing
plot should not be increased
as it has a ripple effect on the
agreed plan for the allottees.
“If the FAR 1is increased,
builders will construct
additional floors over the
existing towers. This will
increase the load on existing
buildings, which was not
considered while preparing
the infrastructure plan
initially,” Sharma said. In
case the builder develops a
new tower after the change,
it will affect the open area
ratio of the plot and increase
the population density, he
added.
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CBlIfiles FIR in Rs
225 crore Air India
software

procurement 'scam’
NEW DELHI: The CBI has
registered a case against
unknown officials of Air
India, German firm SAPAG
and global computer major
IBM in connection with
alleged irregularities in
procurement of software
worth Rs 225 crore by the
national carrier in 2011. The
agency has registered the
case on the recommendation
of the Central Vigilance
Commission which found
prima facie procedural
irregularities in the
procurement of the software,
CBI sources said.

No substance in BSF jawan's complaint about
poor quality food, home ministry tells PMO

NEW DELHI: The Union
home ministry has in a report
to the Prime Minister's Office
on Friday said it has found no
substance in the complaint by
a BSF jawan+ that poor
quality rations were given to
security personnel posted
along the border. The home
ministry has asserted that
"there was no widespread
discontent" in constabulary
over food. In the report, the
home ministry conveyed to
the PMO that there was no
shortage of rations at any post
in paramilitary forces and
quality check is being
conducted regularly. A video

by BSF jawan Tej Bahadur
Yadav complaining about the
quality of food had gone viral,
triggerred a flurry of
reactions. The PMO had
sought a detailed factual
report+ on the incident. The
PMO has been told that
"there is no widespread
discontent in constabulary
over food in any paramilitary
force", official sources said.
The PMO has also been told
that the BSF has maintained
that there was no shortage of
rations at any post and
security personnel deployed
along the border never
complained about food.

As cabinet picks diverge from Donald Trump,
he encourages them to 'be themselves'

WASHINGTON: Any
apprehensions about
dissonance, rift, mixed

messages, and crossed signals
in a forthcoming Trump
cabinet were allayed by the
President-elect on Friday
after he asked his nominees
to feel free to express
themselves. "All of my
Cabinet nominee are looking
good and doing a great job. |
want them to be themselves
and express their own
thoughts, not mine!" Trump
declared in a tweet, after
some of his cabinet picks took
positions during confirmation
hearings this week that ran
contrary to the views he

expressed during the
presidential campaign and
after. Among them were
Secretary of State nominee
Rex Tillerson, who said he
believes intelligence reports
that Russia was involved in
cyber attacks designed to
influence the US elections, a
view that Trump has accepted
reluctantly and feebly.
Tillerson also said he opposed
a potential ban on Muslims
coming into the US and any
type of Muslim registry, a
hardline position Trump
expressed during his
presidential campaign while
occasionally throwing in
caveats.
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Expelled, BSP MLA clalms Maya sought Rs 8cr for ticket

Ghaziabad: A day after his
expulsion from BSP, its
Sahihabad MLA Amarpal
Sharma claimed party chief
Mayawati had demanded Rs
8 crore from him to contest
from the seat again. Sharma
also declared he would now
fight the polls as a Congress
candidate, saying he had
reached out to the party for a
ticket and had been
immediately accommodated.
Congress confirmed Sharma
had joined but did not say if he
would be the party’s candidate
from Sahibabad. Sharma
made the allegations against
Mayawati in public, at a news
conference he called at his
Rajendra Nagar office on
Tuesday, that was attended by
a loyal band of supporters.
Bribes from candidates, he

claimed, were the only subject
discussed at BSP meetings.
Sharma alleged BSP chief
Mayawati had asked him to
pay Rs 8 crore in return for a
confirmed nomination from
Sahibabad three months ago,
and the amount later came
down to Rs 5 crore following
negotiations with party general
secretary Naseemuddin
Siddiqui. “They had cancelled
my ticket three months ago
and for the following month
they put pressure on me to pay
up the amount. They

ISKCON to hold vedic
contest for school kids

NOIDA: ISKCON Noida is
organising an inter-school
competition titled ‘Vedic
Wisdom Contest’ at the temple
complex in Sector 33 from Jan
18-19. Nearly 500 students
from about 30 schools of
Noida, Greater Noida,
Indirapuram, Vaishali,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad and
Delhi will participate in the
competition. These include
Vishwa Bharti School (Noida,
Greater Noida) Ralli
International (Indirapuram),
Arwachin School
(Vasundhara), Bharti Public,
Kerala Education Society
(Delhi), Amity International,
Father Agnel, Khaitan
Marigold, Lotus Valley (Noida)
etc. Organised by
Bhaktivedanta Academy of
ISKCON Noida, the festival in
its 13th year is touted as a
festival of learning, creativity,
performing, music and

entertainment for the students.
“The aim of this event is to
imbibe rich values, cultural
knowledge and vedic wisdom
in the children,” said
Vamsidhar Dasco-president,
Bhaktivedanta Academy. The
students that’ll be in two age
groups i.e. junior and senior,
will participate in a variety of
events like creative hands,
quiz, writing skills, advanced
extempore, shloka recitations
and singing etc. “The idea
behind the contest
is the desire of Srila
Prabhupada, founder acharya
of ISKCON, to spread the
universal teachings of
Bhagavad Gita especially
amongst the children,” said
Buddhimanta Dasa, director,
Bhaktivedanta Academy. On
the occasion, winners will be
awarded trophies and prizes
along with certificates of
participation.

interpreted my reluctance to
pay the bribe for my seat as
my involvement with some
other political party,” Sharma
said. “Although I was working
with other party colleagues for
Mayawati’s birthday
celebrations, they falsely
accused me of staying aloof,”
he added. Sharma was
expelled by BSP for “anti-party
activities”. When this
correspondent approached
Siddiqui, he said, “BSP doesn’t
have a statement on this so far
and party president Mayawati
will throw light on the issue by
Wednesday evening.” Another
BSP functionary said, “Sharma
was basically interested in BJP
and was secretly willing to join
them. He would have
sabotaged our party’s chances
in the election. Hence,

appropriate action was
necessary against him.”
Sharma did not spare
Ghaziabad district BSP chief
Premchand Bharti either,
calling him “the most corrupt
person in the party and an SP
agent”. Asked about his
decision to join Congress,
Sharma said, “BJP is going
through a lot of internal unrest,
after people like Munna Pandit
and Mukesh Sharma lost their
tickets. I have joined Congress
after a certain negotiation. I
will fight the elections with all
my heart.” BSP to field
Siddique from Sahibabad?
Soon after Amarpal Sharma
joined Congress, sources in
BSP said a long-time member
of the party, Jalal-ud-din
Siddique, is likely to be fielded
from Sahibabad.

Delhi agency to fix
parking jinx in N01da

Noida: The residents of the
city could soon expect some
relief from rude and extorting
parking attendants and
contractors in the city. The
Noida Authority on Monday
decided to hand over the
parking management system in
the city to Delhi Integrated
Multi-Modal Transit System
Ltd (DIMTS) or similar
agencies with immediate
effect. Rama Raman,,
principal secretary (industries)
and chairperson of Noida
Authority, has directed officials
to immediately issue notices to
all parking contractors in
Noida. “After examining each
contract for legal clauses, we
will terminate the contracts,”
Deepak Agarwal, CEO, Noida
Authority, told TOI. “Legal
procedure will be followed and
contracts will be ended in an
organised manner so that no

one is inconvenienced,” he
said. Once DIMTS, a Delhi
government agency that
works on transport projects, is
appointed for the purpose,
parking facilities are set to get
streamlined on the lines of
parking being done in the
capital city, officials said.
According to officials, DIMTS
had conducted detailed surveys
of the city across residential,
institutional, industrial and
commercial sectors to draw up
the parking management plan
in January last year. “Once
finalised, a streamlined parking
management system will be in
place,” Raman said.

Day after, GDA clears road in Ahinsa Khand 2 Indirapuram

Ghaziabad: A day afterTBN
reported about the mess in
Ahinsa Khand 2 in
Indirapuram as water from the
drains was overflowing on the
road since Sunday, the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority swung into action
and cleaned the area on
Monday. A super sucker
machine, a jetting machine and

two dumping trucks were
deployed to clean the road of
overflowing drain water. The
task was overseen by a GDA
team. On Monday, members of

the Green Team, an association
of women residents of a dozen
housing societies in the area,
also barricaded footpaths
alongside the road with barbed
wires in order to prohibit
hawkers and vendors from
squatting. ““The dumping trucks
will collect the overflowing
water and dispose it
elsewhere. A team of officials

has been deputed to the spot.
They have been asked to
conduct the cleaning operation
smoothly,” executive engineer,
GDA, Chakresh Jain. On
Sunday, residents of several
housing societies had
complained to the GDA after
water from clogged drains
began overflowing onto the
Mall Road.
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Deadline for Metro line in
GZB extended to J une 2018

GHAZIABAD: The deadline
for the Dilshad Garden - New
Bus Stand Metro line project
covering 9.41km has been
extended by a year from June
2017 to June 2018.
Announcing the new deadline,
Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation(DMRC)
managing director Mangu
Singh said the construction
work was afoot on the project
and June 2017 was an
impossible deadline. “I don’t
know the exact figures but the
civil construction of the project
is 80-85% complete. It is due
for completion in June 2018,”
Singh said at a private function
of Sanskar Group of Colleges
at Ghaziabad. However, Vijay
Kumar Yadav, GDA vice-
chairman, told TOI that the
project would be completed by
November this year. “The
project has been pending for
long and was to be ready by
June 2017 but some work
remains to be done. So it will
be over by October or
November 2017,” Yadav
said.When asked about the
ongoing construction at Arthala

in Mohan Nagar, Ghaziabad,
despite a land issue with the
sales tax department, which
currently owns the land, Singh

said, “DMRC still doesn’t
possess the land but hopes for
an early solution.” Singh said
that DMRC had anticipated
land problems like this when it
began the construction here.
“That is why the viaduct we
are using here is independent
of the station. So we will
complete the Metro line
construction anyway,” Singh
said. “In the worst-case
scenario, if the land issue is not
resolved, we will bypass the
Arthala station and will still run
the Metro line,” he added. Out
of the total budget of Rs 2,210
crore for the construction of
the Metro line, the DMRC
chief said an estimated Rs 900
crore has been received while
Rs 1,310 crore is still pending.

GDA has paid Rs 590 crore.
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Woman gym trainer
accuses CRPF man

of harassment
Ghaziabad: A 27-year-old
female instructor employed at
a gym in Indirapuram has
alleged that she was being
harassed by two people,
including a CRPFinspector, for
many months. The complainant
approached Indirapuram police
station on Tuesday to file a
second FIR against her alleged
tormentors. Her earlier FIR
was filed on November 5 but
she alleged that she was forced
to approach the police yet again
as there was an ‘inexplicable’
delay on the part of the police
to act while her alleged
tormentors continued to harass
her. The police, on their part,
said since the case entailed
sending of an objectionable
remark to the woman’s
Facebook account it has been
referred to the cyber crime cell,
which is investigating the
matter.

www.tbcgzb.com

SMS TBAM to 57575 | 7

Crackdown on encroachers
of roads, 51dewalks

Noida: If you have made an
extension of your home
beyond the sanctioned plot,
then it is time for you to watch
out as the Noida Authority has
launched a ‘special drive’
against the illegal use of
sidewalks and roads in
residential sectors. The move
came on Tuesday after a
meeting was convened by
Rama Raman, UP principal
secretary (industries) and
chairperson of Noida
Authority, on Monday. Raman
directed officials to conduct a
15-day drive against such
encroachments. He ordered
action not only against
residents building
encroachments but also
against lax officials. According
to officials, teams headed by
project engineers, who are also
work-circle in-charges of
sectors, have been directed to
conduct survey of their
respective areas and remove
the encroachments by
residents. “Our engineers are
convening meetings with
representatives of RWAs and
apprising them of the

In Jewar, farmers sell produce at rock- bottom prices, or dump them

Jewar: A tractor-load of
tomatoes for Rs 20. All
vegetables at Re 1 a kg.
These are the rates at which
Gautam Budh Nagar farmers
are selling their harvest to
middlemen and retailers at the
sabzi mandi(weekly farmer’s
market) in Jewar. The
middlemen truck the produce
to faraway mandis, while the
small vendors cart their daily
buy to local markets. Like the
rest of India, here in Jewar,,
despite a good harvest, there
are no takers for the produce.
Distraught farmers blame the
market meltdown on
demonetisation. There’s a
glut, but procurement prices
have crashed over the last

two months. With cash flow
still disrupted, farmers are
selling at throw-away rates.
Local vendors on carts and
at roadside stalls are selling
vegetables at Rs 5-8 per kg.
“What we are picking up
from farmers is selling very
slowly. People are not buying
much. Most farmers are
selling produce at Rs 1-2 per
kg,” said Baleshwar, a
middleman. Jewar farmers
are selling produce in Palwal
in Haryana or Bulandshabhr,

with few bringing their
produce to the wholesale
market at the SEZ 11, Noida,
he added. Vendor Md Salim
said he has bought 50kg of
potatoes at Rs 250 from a
middleman. He has tomatoes,
potatoes, carrots and
seasonal fruits on his cart.
Over a week, he expected to
sell the potatoes at Rs 7/kg
and carrots at Rs 10/kg,
giving him an average profit
of Rs 2/kg of vegetables sold,
and an overall profit of Rs
300-500. Some farmers
claimed the crash will
continue affecting them for
several months, as winter is
when they make a clean
profit, which helps them tide

over the year’s uncertainties.
“We’re ruined. Some
farmers are so frustrated,
they’re dumping truckloads
of cabbages or tomatoes by
the roadside, or selling at
rock-bottom prices. Urad and
arhar dal growers haven’t
even recovered their
investment,” said Mahender
Singh, vice-president of
Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU)
and a resident of Jewar. “In
2015, we sold urad dal at Rs
10,000 per quintal. This year,
we sold at Rs 4,800. From Rs
9,000 per quintal last year,
arhar dal is down to Rs 3,500.
Sugarcane growers haven’t
received payments for four
months.

Noida’s Sector 18 : Eatery sealed for lack of hygiene

Noida: A restaurant in
Noida’s Sector 18 was
sealed on Monday after a
team from the food safety
and drug department
(FSDA), Lucknow,
conducted a raid in the eatery
for operating in “unhygienic

conditions.” According to
sources, a team from FSDA
raided the Top Breads
restaurant and another one on
the premises of Radisson Blu
Hotel, Sector 18. The team
led by FSDA additional
commissioner Pradeep

Kumar collected five samples
of food ingredients from Top
Breads and three from
Radisson Blu. The Top Breads
samples were found
‘unhygienic’. “The bread,
cream, butter and the base of
the cakes are being prepared

in unhygienic conditions
here,” Kumar said. Tarun
Chopra, owner of Top Breads,
told that the restaurant has
been operating for the past 19
years and the management
has applied online for a licence
from FSDA.

chairman’s decision to remove

encroachments,” Saumya
Srivastava, deputy CEO
(DCEO) of Noida Authority,
“RWAs have been given three
days to ask the residents to
remove the encroachments on
their own. If residents fail to
do that, we will take action,”
he said. Srivastava said the
work circle teams would
survey each sector of the city
to draw up a list of
encroachments installed by
residents on government land.
“The teams will prepare a list
of all spots where residents
have encroached on open
spaces or sidewalks around
their premises for constructing
ramps and for placing diesel
generator sets,” he said. He
said when the survey was
complete, the enforcement
department would begin
removing these encroachments
in the presence of

No-show on Day 1
of poll nomination

P

Ghaziabad: There was a
lukewarm beginning on
Tuesday to the nomination
filing process for the assembly
election in Ghaziabad and
Gautam Budh Nagar districts
with not even a single
candidate coming forward to
submit papers. The eight
assembly seats of GB Nagar
and Ghaziabad go to the polls
on February 11 along with 65
other constituencies of UP and
the nomination filing process
for contesting in these seats
will close on January 24.
District administration officials
in Ghaziabad said about two
dozen nomination forms in all
were procured from the
election office on Tuesday.
These forms were procured
from across the five assembly
constituencies.
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