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Ghaziabad sends CRPC notice to

private school over

GHAZIABAD: The Gha- =Y
ziabad administration has
taken the unprecedented
step of invoking the Crim-
inal Procedure Code to
send a notice to a private
school over its decision
to hike fees. It has cited
the possibility of a law-
and-order breakdown, as
a result of persistent pro-
tests by a group of parents, to
issue the notice and has asked
the school management to ap-
pear before the Loni subdivi-
sional magistrate if it decides
not to roll back the hiked fees.
Fee hike protests have erupted
across NCR over the past cou-
ple of months, including one
in Gurgaon earlier this month
that saw nearly 1,000 parents
come together for a march, but
the drastic step taken by the
Ghaziabad administration has

fee hike protests

come as a surprise. The notice,
sent to Salwan Public School
in Tronica City, was issued by
the sub-divisional magistrate
of Loni under Section 133 of
the CrPC, which empowers the
administration to act against an
“unlawful obstruction or nui-
sance” in a public place. Offi-
cials said the notice came in the
wake of continuous unlawful
obstructions and protests held
outside the school gates as well
as at the tehsil office by protest-
ing parents.
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Editorial

Lines of defence for using EVMs

In the face of extreme and unreasonable complaints against
Electronic Voting Machines by a number of political parties,
the Election Commission perhaps had no choice but to have
the working of the machines corroborated by a paper audit
trail. To have such a facility ready for all constituencies by
the 2019 Lok Sabha election is expensive (an estimated 3,174
crore) and also unnecessary (paper trails are at best required in
a few constituencies to corroborate results). Its request to the
Law Ministry to release funds for the procurement of voter-
verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) machines for the 2019
Lok Sabha election should be interpreted in this context. As
many as 16 lakh VVPAT machines will be required and only
an urgent release of funds will allow the machines to be ready
in time for 2019. It was possible for the EC to brush off the
complaints from the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Aam Aadmi
Party following their defeat in Uttar Pradesh and Punjab re-
spectively, but it clearly became increasingly difficult for it
to ignore the clutch of parties that joined the chorus, some
demanding a return to paper ballots.

The EC has repeatedly assured voters that there are enough
procedural and technical safeguards to prevent large-scale
tampering or manipulation of EVMs. Since 2006, elections
have witnessed the use of upgraded EVMs Model 2 machines,
with security features such as dynamic coding of key codes on
ballot units and their transfer as messages to the control unit in
an encrypted manner. EVMs feature encoded software that is
burnt one-time on to programmable chips, enabling them to be
used as stand-alone machines rather than computer-connected
units, thus preventing any hacking by remote devices. Model
3 machines produced after 2013 have additional features such
as tamper detection. The EC has laid down procedural rules
of locking and storing EVMs before and after polling, besides
functional checks and tests in the presence of representatives
of political parties. The addition of the VVPAT machine to the
process is to allow for cross-checking of EVM results through
a paper audit, completing another layer of accountability to
the indigenously produced machines (only the microchip is
manufactured outside the country with the machine language
embedded on it). Contrary to glib claims about tampering,
studies show the introduction of EVMs has resulted in a
drastic reduction in electoral fraud (rigging, stuffing of ballot
boxes, etc.) and allowed for greater voter participation. Since
reverting to the older paper ballot system will be regressive,
the only option in the face of the protests is to have a back-up
in the form of a paper trail something that will hopefully put a
quietus to the controversy.

BY- Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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accused Rajesh Jolly dies

NOIDA: Three days after 45-
year-old businessman Rajesh
Jolly was shifted to Safdurjung
hospital in Delhi from Kailash
Hospital in Noida, where he
was being treated for his skull
injuries, he lost his battle with
life on Monday. Jolly was
accused of killing his business
partner’s wife and son and
injuring three others.According
to police, after going on a
killing spree on April 11, Jolly
had allegedly tried to take his
own life by inflicting a grievous
wound on his skull with a
chisel.The reason for Jolly’s
death was not disclosed by the
hospital authorities. “Only after
a post-mortem is conducted on
the deceased will we be able to
ascertain the cause of death,”
said an official of Safdurjung
hospital.Noida police told TBC
that after Jolly’s death, the
case has become more difficult
to crack. “Jolly was the only
accused in the case and he has
expired,” said Gaurav Grover,

additional superintendent
of police, Noida. “Since the
incident on night of April 11,
he did not regain consciousness
and we were unable to record
his statement. We are continuing
to check his call details and
peruse CCTV footage of his
residential society and in the
vicinity of the crime scene,”
Grover explained.”If we find
anything suspicious, we will
investigate further, if not, then
a Final Report will be filed
and the case will be closed,”
he added. Jolly was accused
of shooting dead his business
partner Ajay Khurana’s wife
and son, and grievously
wounding a domestic help with
a sharp knife in Noida’s Sector
39 residential colony during a
manic attack over a suspected
money feud.He was captured
from Khurana’s home with a
bleeding head, from an alleged
deep self-inflicted gash. Rajesh
Jolly is survived by his 12-year-
old son and wife.

Pan masala firm owner held for Rs 57 crore tax evasion

NOIDA : The central excise
commissionerate in Noida on
Sunday arrested the owner of a
pan masala manufacturing com-
pany in Greater Noida for Rs 57
crore tax evasion. The business-
man, Manoj Kumar Arora (48),
of Poorva Pan Masala Pvt Ltd,
was arrested under Section 13
of Central Excise Act, 1944 and
sent to 15 days judicial custody.
According to Devendra Mish-
ra, chief excise commissioner,
Meerut zone, Poorva Pan Masa-
la Pvt Ltd manufactures pan
masala and scented tobacco in
Greater Noida. The company
had obtained registration under
Central Excise Act for manu-
facturing the products from the
premises of Plot No. 59, Udyog
Kendra-II, Ecotech-III, Greater
Noida in February 2016. How-
ever, Arora soon reported to
the excise department that they
could not start production on the

premises due to a major fire. He
claimed that the fire was caused
due to short circuit and that the
entire raw material purchased
was destroyed. Meanwhile, he
dissociated himself from the
company and included two per-
sons namely P N Mishra and
Shailesh Tripathi as directors.
However, he continued to con-
trol the affairs of the company
as advisor-cum-authorised sig-
natory.Excise officials said the
tobacco product manufacturer
makes a declaration regard-
ing the number of packing ma-
chines installed in the factory on
the basis of which monthly duty
determined per machine is paid.
However, Arora did not make
any tax payment, declaring that
there was no production in the
company.The excise officials,
however, received information
that Arora was operating the
same business from other prem-

ises to evade taxes.The officials
found a ‘rent agreement’ dated
October 15, 2015 under which
Arora hired another premises
for a period of 36 months at Plot
No 48 in the same sector. As per
this ‘rent agreement’ the prem-
ises were taken on rent by Vr-
inda Tulsi Tea Pvt Ltd and was
signed by Arora in his capacity
as authorised signatory. It was
found that Arora is the director
of Vrinda Tulsi Tea Pvt. Ltd.
holding 99% shares. This com-
pany had no licence to manu-
facture tobacco or pan masala
products.During searches, the
officials found six packing ma-
chines in fully working condi-
tion, along with raw material,
packing material as well as fin-
ished goods ready for dispatch.
Interestingly, the place of pro-
duction on the finished goods
was found printed as at the pre-
vious factory address.
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Man climbs Ad pole in Loni to
proclaim his love, rescued by cops

GHAZIABAD: A 25-year old
youth, perhaps taking a cue
from Bollywood blockbuster
Sholay, climbed atop an adver-
tising unipole in Loni, threat-

ening ‘suicide’ as the fam-
ily members of the woman
he loved were opposing their
marriage. Unlike in the movie,
where the protagonist manages
to get the approval from the
heroine’s aunt, this youth was
pulled down by a rope tied to
his leg after an hour-long drama
amidst hundreds of onlookers
and was sent to jail. “I was at
my shop when I noticed a man
climbing the unipole which I
initially thought was from ad-
vertisement company,” said
Ramesh Chand, who owns a
kiosk in the area. “But soon he
started shouting, ‘I will jump
off if I am not allowed to marry

the girl I love’,” Chand added.
O P Chowdhary, SHO, Loni
police station, said, “Initially,
we requested him to come
down and even assured that his
grievances will be attended to,
but he remained adamant and
threatened to jump. He had cre-
ated quite a nuisance as a huge
crowd had gathered which was
affecting vehicular movement,
so we decided to act.” A huge
tarpaulin sheet was arranged
and spread under the unipole,
which was held by policemen
and and onlookers to ensure the
man on the police landed safely
ifhe jumped or fell. “I sent three
sturdy cops up the unipole and
soon some residents too joined
and with much difficulty tied a
rope around his leg and forced
him down,” said Chowdhary.
Later, he was whisked away in
a police van where he identified
himself as Haroon, a resident of
Delhi’s Seelampur. “He told us
that he loved a woman from the
neighbourhood and wanted to
marry her, but her parents were
opposed to the idea.

Kanawani rape and murder case:
Main accused held in Bihar

GHAZIABAD: The main
accused in the rape and murder
of a five-year-old child was
arrested on Monday. Afroze,
who has been on the run for
17 days, was arrested from
Bihar’s Khagaria district on
the charge of stealing a three-
wheeler, said the police. His
accomplice Ramashish Yadav
was arrested on April 4. P K
Tripathi, SHO of Indirapuram
police station, said, “We have
received confirmation from our
Bihar counterparts that Afroze
is the prime accused for raping
and killing a 5-year old girl in
Kanwani on March 31. He was
arrested by officers of Parbatta
police station in Khagaria
district, Bihar for vehicle theft.”

Tripathi further said, “Our team
has been camping in the area for
the last 17 days to nab Afroze
and were informed of the arrest.
When they reached the police
station they confirmed Afroze’s
identity.” On March 31, Yadav
and Afroze lured the -child
using wafers and juice they had
bought to an under-construction
building barely 300 metres away
from her home. Later that night
the child’s body was discovered
from the building. According
to the police, she was gang-
raped by the two men who later
strangled her.The girl’s father
said Afroz and Yadav were close
friends. “Afroz was my tenant
and had vacated my house two
days before the crime.

Gangster held after
shootout, cop injured

GHAZIABAD: A dreaded
gangster with a reward of Rs
50,000 on his head was arrested
by police after an exchange of
fire in Raiespur village in the
early hours of Monday. His ac-
complice has also been nabbed.
While 27-year-old Sumit Jat was
wanted in about a dozen cases of
murder, extortion and arms act in
Meerut and Ghaziabad, his ac-

complice Ashu Chadda (20) has
seven cases registered against
him, cops said. According to po-
lice, 39 rounds were fired during
the shootout in which a cop sus-
tained a bullet injury in his hand.
A carbine, two pistols, a 12 bore
rifle, a country-made gun and a
huge quantity of cartridges have
been recovered from the pos-
session of the duo. Photos of 11
cops, who were working on his
cases, were also found in Sum-
it’s mobile phone. Narrating
the sequence of events, police
said they received a tip-off that
Sumit and Ashu will be coming
to Raiespur in a Nissan Terrano
and accordingly a team had laid
a trap.

20-day pause on ‘annual charges’ by GZB schools

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration of Ghazia-
badimposed a temporary
freeze on imposition of ‘an-
nual charges’ by 15 private
schools on Tuesday. The
freeze, a stopgap measure to
break the impasse between
parents and managements
of the schools, has been im-
posed for a period of 20 days.
However, the freeze order has
come at a time when a majority
of the parents in most schools of
Ghaziabad have already depos-
ited the annual charges along
with tuition fees. The freeze
means those parents who are
yet to pay the annual charges
will not be required to pay as of
now. The meeting was held with
a three-member committee of
administrative officials compris-
ing ADM (finance & revenue)
Rajesh Yadav; district basic
education officer Lalji Yadav;
and district inspector of schools
Raj Singh Yadav. The panel had
been formed by district magis-
trate Nidhi Kesarwani on April
12 to mediate between parents
and school authorities over the
fee-hike issue. Representatives

of the 15 schools against whom
complaints had been received
from parents were present dur-
ing the meeting. ADM (F & R)
Rajesh Yadav said the freeze
would be imposed only on these
15 schools against whom com-
plaints had been received. “Dur-
ing the freeze period, parents
have been asked to deposit fees
according to the old structures in
their respective schools. We have
asked schools to not deny re-
admission to any student during
this period,” he said. According
to school managements, it is not
possible to waive or roll back an-
nual charges at this point of time
because maintenance contracts
for various facilities including
airconditioners, RO water fil-
ters, security agencies, CCTV
systems, physical science labo-

ratories, computers and electri-
cals have already been paid. J K
Gaur of the Ghaziabad chapter
of Independent Schools Federa-
tion of India, said that more than
90% of the parents had no objec-
tion to the annual charges. “They
have already made the payments
of annual charges because they
want all facilities to be in order.
Only a section of parents are
disgruntled over the payments.
However, we will extend all
cooperation to the district ad-
ministration following the order.
Parents should understand that
annual charges go into mainte-
nance and operation of various
facilities,” Gaur said.Parents,
who have been undertaking pro-
tests over the issue of fee hikes,
have cited various government
and judicial orders to push forth
their point. They have demanded
the implementation of an order
issued by the Lucknow bench of
Allahabad high court in 2007,
which contains various direc-
tions over fee hikes. They have
also cited a state government
order of October 2016 that con-
tains norms and guidelines for
annual fee hikes.

UP government names Mirzapur
DM Kanchan Verma GDA chief

Kanchan
Verma, a 2005-batch IAS
officer, has been appointed
the new vice-chairman of
Ghaziabad Development
Authority(GDA) in a bureau-
cratic reshuffle of 41 officers
across the state. She will take
over as the GDA chief after
Vijay Kumar Yadav. Yadav
who was relieved of his post
after the reshuffle and has
been kept on the wait list.

GHAZIABAD:

At present, Verma is posted
as the district magistrate
of Mirzapur. An alumna of
JNU, she has also served
as the collector of Balram-
pur and Sant Ravidas Nagar
districts in the past. Verma’s
tenure as the GDA chief will
be her second stint in NCR.
She was the chief develop-
ment officer of GB Nagar in
2008-09. According to GDA
sources, Verma is known for
her work at the grassroots
level in various positions that
she has held across UP and
earned the recognition of the
central government as well
as international organisa-

tions. During her tenure as the
district magistrate of Fatehpur
in 2013, Verma undertook the
gargantuan task of reviving the
dead rivulet, Sasur Khaderi-2,
and its origin, the Thithora
lake. The project involved
removal of encroachments
to maintain water flow and
construction of check dams
for irrigation. The successful
implementation of this project
earned her the Prime Minis-
ter’s Award for Excellence in
Public Administration for the
year 2013-14. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi conferred the
award on her in Delhi in April
2015.

Ola, Uber drivers might go off road to-
morrow to protest agalnst ‘low fares’

GHAZIABAD: Commuters in
Delhi-NCR may face hardship
in hiring taxis on Tuesday as the
drivers of two app- based cab
aggregators Ola and Uber have
threatened to go off roads for a
day against “low fares”. This is
the second round of strike called
by the drivers. They had gone
on strike in February too, which
had lasted 13 days, causing in-
convenience to commuters in
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad, Gur-
gaon and Faridabad.The strike
might hit private transport ser-
vice in Delhi and other neigh-
bouring cities as some groups of
tourist taxi providers, autorick-
shaw union, as per agitating
Sarvodaya Drivers’ Association,

- (U\ um- ]
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have extended their support
to it.The Association, which
claims to represent around 1.25
lakh app-based taxis in the the
Delhi-NCR, demands that fares
be increased from existing Rs 6
per km to around 20 per km.It
also demands abolition of 25
per cent commission the driv-

ers are charged by companies.
Ravi Rathore, vice-president of

the Sarvodaya Drivers’ Associa-
tion, said drivers will take out a
protest march against the Delhi
government which, he alleged,
is not intervening to resolve the
issue.”The protest march will be
taken out from Majnu-ka-Tila
to the CM’s residence in North
Delhi’s Civil Lines area. There
is anger among drivers that the
government is not intervening
in raising their issues with Ola
and Uber,” Rathore said.He said
the association has called for the
one-day strike in favour of the
demands and if companies and
government do not pay heed,
they will go on an indefinite
strike.According to the associa-
tion.
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‘Non-NCERT
extra burden for parents’

GHAZIABAD: More than 60
parents gathered outside Indira-
puram Public School in Pratap
Vihar on Sunday morning to de-
mand a rollback of fee hike, dis-
continuation of annual charges,
regularisation of NCERT books
and reduction in the admission
fee. The parents complained that
a lot of private schools, includ-
ing Indirapuram Public School,
have been prescribing books
by private publishers, instead
of NCERT books. The costs
of these course books is much
higher than that of the NCERT
books while the curriculum also
does not match, the protesters
said. Complaining that the pre-
scribed books are an additional
burden on the pocket, another
parent pleading anonymity, said,
“My daughter studies in Class 4.
The cost of purchasing NCERT

books an

o5 .

books is Rs 600-700, however,
I ended up paying Rs 4,800 for
books prescribed by school.”
The parents also claimed the
school has made it mandatory to
buy books and uniform from the
vendors at the school. “These
vendors charge much higher for
the uniform and books which
are available at a reasonable
price in other shops. ,” said Dil-
ip Mathur, a parent. Despite re-
peated attempts, TBC could not
contact principal Renu Sharma
for a comment.

Man shoots at cousin in

land dispute

GHAZIABAD: Aman shot
at and injured his cousin
brother over a land dis-
pute in Ambedkar
Colony area of
Ghaziabad  on
Saturday.  The
youth, identified
as Shiva (21),
was shot in his
abdomen by his
cousin  brother
Sachin (20), while
he had gone to a
nearby field for def-

ecation. The victim was rushed
to Yashoda Hospital, where his
condition remains critical.Police
said two brothers -- Rajpal and
Ravinder --were fighting over
a piece of land for many years.
“Recently, the court sent a no-
tice to Rajpal (Shiva’s father) to
vacate the house. Shiva was dis-

Vandalism as outfit denied
roadshow nod in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Twenty one
people belonging to a fringe
group, Hindu Raksha Dal, were
arrested on Sunday for alleg-
edly vandalising government
vehicles and manhandling po-
licemen after they were denied
permission to take out a road-
show in Ghaziabad.According
to police, the roadshow was in-
tended to celebrate Hanuman
Jayanti which was on April 11
and Ambedkar Jayanti which
was on April 14. The number
of vehicles brought for the
roadshow included nearly 120
motorcycles, 40 cars, two DIJ
vans and a number of tractor-
trolleys.A group of nearly 150
people assembled at Sikander-
pur Mod near Tulsi Niketan
police outpost in Sahibabad at
around 11 am. On the basis of
local intelligence inputs about
the group’s activities planned

on Sunday, the police and dis-

trict administration officials
also reached the spot and tried
to disperse the crowd.”Sunday
was no occasion to take out a
rally for Hanuman Jayanti or
Ambedkar Jayanti. We asked
them to take permission from
the administration before going
ahead with their meeting and
the rally. The group dispersed
saying their members would
either go to their local office
in Tulsi Niketan or to a local
bhandara. However, they began
a protest near their office shout-

Snatchers held in Kavi Nagar

GHAZIABAD: Two men in-
volved in numerous cases of
loot were arrested on Friday
night. The accused have been
identified as Shaukat (28), a
resident of Muzaffarnagar, and
Pawan (31), from Meerut.The
two accused had been commit-
ting robberies in Delhi-NCR
for a long time. “We were told
that the accused were seen close
to the HP petrol pump in Kavi
Nagar. We reached the spot
with additional police force and
caught hold of them when they
were trying to take a U-turn to-
wards the other side of the pet-
rol pump,” said Hemant Kumar
Rai, SHO of Kavi Nagar police
station.”When they saw us they
tried to make away on their bike

and dodged two of our con-
stables who tried to block their
way. One of them riding pillion
even tried to attack one of the
constables, but was nabbed,”
Rai said. Five gold chains, one
country-made pistol, one TVS
Apache bike and three live car-
tridges were seized from their
possession.The two accused
used to attack lone women while
they were on their morning
walks and rob them of their gold
chains, bangles and cellphones
at gunpoint. In a recent case, the
duo had attacked a woman who
was walking outside her house
with her young daughter in Kavi
Nagar.The accused used to keep
on changing gang members to
avoid police detection.

ing slogans. A group surrounded
the Indirapuram SHO and man-
handled him and his uniform
was torn. Some members also
hit out at cops who were trying
to pacify the mob. Soon, stone-
pelting followed. I sustained an
injury on my ankle from a flying
stone,” additional city magis-
trate, Sunil Singh told TBC.Se-
nior officials including SP (city)
Salmantaj Patil and ADM (city)
Preeti Jaiswal rushed to the spot
with additional force when vio-
lence escalated and brought the
situation under control. Mild
force was used by cops to bring
the mob under control. Accord-
ing to police, a few officials
sustained minor injuries though
no one has been seriously in-
jured. During stone-pelting, the
windshield of a vehicle belong-
ing to ASP Anoop Singh was
smashed.

turbed
with this devel-
opment. On Sat-
urday night, after
dinner, Shiva got
into an argument with Sachin
(Ravinder’s son) which became
physical in nature. Soon after
the fight, when Shiva went to
the fields to relieve himself, Sa-
chin, shot him in his stomach
with a country-made pistol,”
said Hemant Kumar Rai, SHO,
Kavinagar police station.

Sahibabad MLA
promises police sta-

tion at Nit1 Khand

GHAZIABAD: In a meeting
held with the residents of Indira-
puram at Ashiana Upvan, Sahi-
babad MLA Sunil Sharmasaid he
would work towards setting up a
new police station in Niti Khand
apart from a new hospital and a
degree college in the trans-Hin-
don belt.”Indirapuram will soon
have its own police station in Niti
Khand,” said Sharma. However,
an illegal stone crusher near Ahi-
nsa Khand 2, a burning garbage
dump in nearby Pratap Vihar
and choked sewer lines were the
main issues discussed at the meet-
ing. Several other issues like the
Metro connectivity, a footover
bridge near Shanti Gopal Hospital
for Ahimsa Khand 2 residents and
the dilapidated condition of street-
lights were also discussed. The
MLA assured the residents that all
the issues pertaining to GDA will
be discussed in a tri-party meeting
between residents, senior officials
of GDA and the MLA himself.

Society removes board
barring foreigners,

GHAZIABAD: An objection-
able signboard debarring stu-
dents, bachelors and foreigners
from seeking rented accom-
modation has been removed
from Ajnara Gen X residential
societyin Crossings Republik-
following a report on the dis-
criminatory notice in TBC on
Thursday. The signboard, which
read, ‘Bachelors & Students,
Foreigners are not allowed as
Tenant in this society’, was re-
moved on Thursday afternoon,
according to residents. Con-
firming the development, Puja
Srivastava, a resident of Ajnara
Gen X, said, “The signboard

was indeed removed on the very
day the report was published
in TBC.” Srivastava, who was
president of the defunct RWA
of the society, said, “I am happy
that good sense finally prevailed
on those who had put up the
signboard at the entrance to the
society for the last one year or
$0.” Another resident, Pradeep
Singh, also confirmed that the
signboard has been removed.
But Singh had earlier written
an email to this correspondent
questioning the veracity of the
report published in TBC on
Thursday saying that the board
was on display.
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After seeking nod for buff, Dadri
family settles for chicken biryani

NOIDA: Meat was not allowed
to spoil a wedding party in Dadri
on Tuesday. Avoiding all con-
troversy, the family of a Muslim
bride served chicken biryani
to the ‘baraatis’ (groom’s pro-
cession) who had come from
Meerut to the bride’s place in
Rajjak Colony in Dadri.

The family did not slaughter buf-
falo as they had not got permis-
sion from the local administra-
tion. However, a plate of buffalo
meat was later served to the ba-
raatis who did not care much for
chicken. Nazar Mohammad, a
carpenter and resident of Rajjak
Colony, organised the wedding
of his daughter Gulistan with
Irshad on Tuesday afternoon. A
group of 30 baraatis came from
Meerut and stayed in a baraat
ghar in the neighbourhood. “We
did not sacrifice buffalo since
we did not get permission from

the district administration. We
bought chicken served it to the
baraatis,” said Noor Hasan, Gu-
listan’s maternal uncle. Nazar
Mohammad’s family has a buf-
falo in the house and was set to
sacrifice it on the occasion but
could not do so for want of per-
mission from the authorities.
Meanwhile, the Gautam Budh
Nagar Food Safety and Drugs
Administration (FSDA) on
Tuesday issued licences to 40
meat shops in the district. Ma-
hendra Srivastava, designated
officer for FSDA, Gautam Budh
Nagar, said 37 shops with annu-
al turnover of Rs 12 lakh have
been issued licences. “The three
other shops with less than Rs 12
lakh turnover have been given
registration. All these shops will
be operational at a designated
place in Sector 62. The place
had been identified by the Noida
Authority.

Prabhat Kumar appointed
Greater Noida, YEIDA Chairman

NOIDA: In the second round of
the reshuffle of 41 bureaucrats,
the Yogi Aditya Nath-led BJP
government has given the charge
of commissioner of Meerut
Range to Dr Prabhat Kumar, who
is currently posted as resident
commissioner Uttar Pradeshin
New Delhi. He takes over from
Alok Sinha, who was last week
transferred as UP principal sec-
retary (Industries) and Chairman
Noida Authority. Kumar has also
been given additional charge as
chairperson of the two Authori-
ties of GB Nagar, Greater Noida
and YEIDA. This post was being
held by senior IAS officer San-
jay Agarwal. For Kumar, who is
a 1985 batch officer, this is the
second stint in GB Nagar. He was
deputy CEO of Noida Authority
from January 1996 to April 1997.
During his tenure, he had spot-
ted faults in the corporate group
housing scheme which was an
open-ended scheme with no end-

ing date. He was a key witness to
a Noida land allotment scam that
took place between 1993-95 dur-
ing the tenure of senior IAS offi-
cer Neera Yadav and was termed
‘very important’ in the judgment
by a CBI court, which finally
sent the IAS officer and former
UP chief secretary, Yadav, to jail.
Kumar got a special mention in
the 73-page judgment passed by
CBI special judge A K Singh in
Ghaziabad. A gold medallist in
medicine, Kumar took over as
director general of civil avia-
tion in January 2014. Prior to
that, he was holding the charge
of joint secretary in the Union
ministry of civil aviation since
October 2012. He has done his
MBA from Australia and is a law
graduate from Delhi University.
He also holds a gold medal in
postgraduate diploma in envi-
ronmental law and management
from Indian Law Institute, New
Delhi.

Home Expo starts in
Greater Noida

Greater Noida: The sixth edi-
tion of Home Expo India 2017, a
business-to-business platform for
Indian furnishings, floorings and
textiles players, opened Tuesday
at India Expo Centre and Mart,
Greater Noida. The fair will be
held April 18-20. “Home Expo
India 2017 is a culmination of
Indian furnishings, floorings,
textiles, furniture, houseware and
decoratives show. It’s a leading
B2B fair where a wide range of
tableware, home textiles, kitch-
enware, bathroom accessories
are displayed by Indian export-
ers engaged in manufacturing

and exporting of these products,”
said Rakesh Kumar, executive
director, export promotion coun-
cil for handicrafts (EXPCH).
With an emphasis on the ‘Home
Total’ tag, the fair is being touted
as a benchmark event for house-
hold items. The major market for
the fair includes countries like
USA, Canada, European Union
- France, Italy, UK, Netherlands
in addition to UAE, Japan and
Switzerland. The handicrafts
exports during 2016-17 were
Rs 24530.25 crore with overall
13.79 % increase as compared to
last year.

YEIDA cancels 17 more projects

GREATER NOIDA: YEIDA
on Tuesday said it cancelled the
building plans of 17 projects in
its area. The plans were can-
celled after it came to light that
the five builders had not cleared
some objections raised by the
Authority regarding the build-
ing plans between 2014 and
2016. While 11 projects have
been initiated by the Jaypee
group, six other projects include
those launched by some leading
developers of the region. Ac-
cording to YEIDA officials, the
Jaypee group was given land in
lieu of the Yamuna Expressway
project between Greater Noida
and Agra, in keeping with a con-
cessionaire agreement, the other
builders have been allotted land
for group housing projects in
different areas of YEIDA. “The
Jaypee group was to construct

“The Jaypee group was to con-
struct across a part of that land in
sectors 22B, C, 25 and 19,” said
Arunvir Singh, CEO, YEIDA.
“The builder was to construct
residential units on some part of
land and commercial pockets in

other areas.

across a part of that land in sec-
tors 22B, C, 25 and 19,” said
Arunvir Singh, CEO, YEIDA.
“The builder was to construct
residential units on some part
of land and commercial pock-
ets in other areas. Though we
approved the layout plan of 11
projects, our planning depart-
ment raised some objections in
the building plan of the different
projects. These objections were
to be addressed by the builder
and plans should have been re-
submitted for approval. How-

ever, this was not done. This
came to light now and we have
cancelled the building plans,”
Singh explained. Singh said that
the problem was the same in the
case of the other five builders.
“They have also failed to ad-
dress the objections raised by
us. These projects are located
in sectors 19, 25, 22A and 22D.
No construction has been car-
ried out in any of the projects,”
he said. Last week YEIDA can-
celled the building plans of five
other projects of the Jaypee
group for ignoring similar ob-
jections raised by the Author-
ity. The developer had through
a press note on April 10, 2017
maintained that “the projects
were launched only after obtain-
ing the requisite approvals from
statutory authorities as per the
extant guidelines of that time.”

Noida: Unitech asked to submit
details of Homes in Sec 117

NOIDA: The Noida Authority-
has finally cracked the whip on
Unitech. On Tuesday, it asked
the real estate firm to submit an
audit report as well as a tower-
wise completion schedule of its
residential project in Sector 117
by May 5, after a face-to-face
meeting with representatives
of the developer and homebuy-
ers. Noida’s additional CEO
(ACEO) Shishir Singh, who at-
tended the meeting, told TBC
that Unitech has agreed to pro-
vide the tower-wise completion
schedule and the audit report
of the project, which will then
be communicated to nearly 800
homebuyers who were prom-
ised delivery by 2012. “The
builder will also have to pro-
vide a detailed financial plan of
how it intends to complete the
towers with its resources. It will
provide information to us about

how much money has been col-
lected from homebuyers for
each tower and how much it has
used till now for construction
so that the claims of buyers that
the builder has diverted funds
from this project elsewhere
can be cross-checked,” Singh
said. “We will also check the
complaints of buyers that they
are often harassed by bouncers
employed by the builder. Strict
action will be taken if the alle-
gations are found to be true,”
he said. According to Singh,
the developer has also been
asked to hold a meeting with
the buyers on April 23. “Many
buyers have demanded refund
of money where no construc-
tion has started. They are also
demanding penalty payment
from the builder due to delay
in possession. We have asked
Unitech to arrange a meeting

with the aggrieved buyers.”
“We are also exploring the idea
of asking builders to submit
their annual/half-yearly returns
in the form of how many flats
booked, how much money re-
ceived and how much work
completed,” the ACEO added.
According to Noida Authority
officials, about 2.88 lakh square
metres of land was allotted to
Unitech in April 2007. “The
builder has defaulted on all in-
stallments since 2009. So far, it
has deposited only Rs 226 crore
of the over Rs 900 crore owed
to the Authority,” Singh said.
“Unitech has also applied for
reprieve under the project set-
tlement policy initiated in De-
cember last year, that is aimed
at addressing the issues of the
realty sector in Noida, Greater
Noida and Yamuna Expressway
areas,” he added.

Twin cities hit by two-
hour outage

GREATER NOIDA/NOI-
DA: Residents of Greater
Noidaand sectors 62, 63, 66,
129 in Noida faced power
outagefor over two hours on
Tuesday. A technical fault in
the busbar (a part which car-
ries current) led to tripping of
power at 400 kV Pali substa-
tion which shut down for the
duration. “A technical prob-
lem occurred with the busbar
around 3:15 pm which led to
the shutdown of the protection
system. As a result, the 220kV

substation in R C Green and
132kV substation in Surajpur
did not get any supply lead-
ing to no supply in Greater
Noida from 3.15 to 4.40pm.
The fault was eventually fixed
and power supply restored in
the region after an hour and
35 minutes,” Sarnath Ganguly
general manager (operations)
Noida Power Company Limit-
ed (NPCL) told TBC. Because
of the partial shutdown at Pali,
Noida’s sectors 62, 63, 66, 129
and neighbouring areas were

also affected. “We have a 220
kV substation in Sector 62, a
132 kV substation in Sector
63, another 132 kV substa-
tion in sector 66 and a 220 kV
substation in Sector 129 - all
of these get their supply from
the Pali line hence, these sec-
tors were affected due to the
outage and had no power for
nearly two hours,” said Mukul
Singhal, superintending engi-
neer PVVNL who added that
such technical snags are com-
mon in summer months.
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