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Ghaziabad: Gold chain looted at
gun point in broad dayligh

GHAZIABAD: An account
manager of a private firm was
looted of his gold chain at
gunpoint by two bike borne
miscreants while he was wait-
ing for his nephew's school
bus at the bus stop at around
7 am in Gagan Enclave, Kot-
wali area of Ghaziabad. The
victim has been identified as
Pankaj Singh (32), who is a
resident of Gagan Enclave
in Kotwali, Ghaziabad. Ac-
cording to the police, the
man had gone to drop his son
and his brother's son to their
school bus stop around 7 am
which is just a few meters
away from his house. "After
his son left and when he was
waiting for his nephew's bus,
two men on a bike came close
to him and the pillion rider
pulled out a country made
pistol and pointed it at his ab-

domen," said Lakshmi Singh
Chauhan. The victim who
was with his young nephew
got extremely scared. There
were not much people around
to help him as well, so when
the miscreants asked for his
gold chain, he handed it over,
added Chauhan. However,
soon after the incident, the
victim informed the police
and an FIR was filed against
unknown miscreants in Kot-
wali Police Station. Further
investigation in the matter is
on and the police is trying to
trace the armed assailants.
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Editorial

Modi in Europe: India
must capitalise on the
ongoing shifts in the
global order

Embarking on his latest foreign tour, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is visiting Germany, Spain, Russia and
France over the next few days. The tour comes at a
time when the global order is undergoing fundamental
shifts. Populist sentiment is surging in Western countries,
triggering dramatic political change. This includes
Europe, currently dealing with the aftermath of Brexit and
a new US administration that wants EU member nations
to shoulder greater responsibilities for their defence. In
fact, German Chancellor Angela Merkel recently said
that Europe could no longer completely depend on others
a reference to the US and UK and needed to fight for its
own destiny.

Such a reordering of Europe and the world presents
opportunities as well as threats for India. For example,
Brexit opens up the possibility of a mutually beneficial
India-UK free trade deal that wouldn’t have happened
under the aegis of the old EU. Similarly, Brexit indirectly
puts pressure on EU to get its own long-delayed trade
agreement with India up and running. Meanwhile, US
President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart
President Vladimir Putin have a good chance of working
out a US-Russia modus vivendi. This would be beneficial
for India and Modi must attempt to nudge both powers
in this direction. That said, it would also be welcome if
the US continues to provide leadership in areas such as
climate change. Trump refused to commit to the 2015
Paris climate accord at the recent G7 summit and may
decide to pull America out. American leadership receding
here would only see China fill the vacuum — not a very
appealing proposition given that climate change must be
taken seriously and China mostly works against India at
international fora. In short, Indian diplomacy needs to
be extremely agile in a world that is being unmade and
remade again.

Institutional Equities, India’s top four IT firms and US-
based Cognizant Technology Solutions Corp.

BY- Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Schoolgirl on two-wheeler dies in
Indirapuram hit-and-run

GHAZIABAD: A 16-year-
old schoolgirl was killed in a
hit-and-run accident in Gha-
ziabad while returning home
with a friend on her scooter
from school on Tuesday. The
girl, Vanshika, was a student
of Class XII in Ralli Interna-
tional School in Niti
Khand 3, Indira-
puram. The ac-
cident happened

around  1lam
near  Mangal
Chowk, a few
metres  away
from the main gate of
Lane 2 of Niti Khand 1
where it connects with the
main road. According to the
police, Vanshika, who lives
with her family in Gyan Khand
2, was driving the scooter with
her classmate, Lata, riding pil-
lion. According to locals at
Mangal Chowk, the vehicle
that caused the accident looked
like an Alto car. Manish, who
works in a lawyer's chamber in
Niti Khand 1 close to the ac-

cident spot, told TBC the girl
lay unconscious near the cycle
track along the main road even
as the vehicle sped away. "The
girl had fallen to her left and
probably crashed her head
against a concrete stub as the
scooter rammed into the cycle
track after be-

ing hit from
behind. She had suffered
minor abrasions on her hands
and legs and was unconscious.
We didn't think at that point of
time that she could have died.
We failed to find her iden-
tity card or the contact details
of her parents in her bag. We
called up her school instead
and rushed her to the nearby
Avantika Hospital in an auto,"
Manish said, adding, "Neither
of the girls was wearing a hel-

All homes should have CCTV
cameras, says SP Akash tomar

Ghaziabad: The new Ghazi-
abad SP (City), Akash Tomar,
would like to see a CCTV
camera at every doorstep in the
city to cut the crime rate. To-
mar made the suggestion to all
residents in a letter, titled 'Ap-
peal’, which he sent to various
RWAs and the media. Tomar
has urged residents to start
thinking of options to protect
their homes through technol-
ogy, which is no longer per-
tinent only to businesses and
commercial ventures. He said
CCTV has a high deterrence
value. Speaking to TBC, To-
mar said, "When I was work-
ing in Bareilly, there was a spe-
cific case in which members of
an entire family were killed.

most. "It acts as a psychologi-
cal deterrence to them and also
provides indisputable evidence
to the police in the event of any
untoward incident." He listed
other benefits of the cameras
such as identifying anyone rec-
ceing houses with wrong mo-
tives or identifying those who
steal vehicles parked outside
the houses.

met at the time of the accident.
However, there was a helmet
hanging from a clip on the
scooter." A representative from
the school reached Avantika
Hospital and later contacted
Vanshika's family. Doctors at
Avantika Hospital told TBC
that Vanshika had been
brought dead. "We
performed  an
ECG upon her
" but there was
no pulse. There
were no grave ex-
ternal injuries on her.
She probably died
from a brain hemor-
rhage," a hospital
spokesperson  said.  Family
members of Vanshika were not
available for comments. TBC
found their first-floor apartment
in Gyan Khand 2 locked from
outside. some special function at
the school on Tuesday for which
there was no bus, and therefore,
they went by a scooter," Niti
Khand police outpost in-charge
Anil Yadav said.
Ghaziabad topper wants to
be UN diplomat

GHAZIABAD: When CBSE
Class 12 results were an-
nounced, Ghaziabad topper
Anubhav Aggarwal, a student
of DPSG school who scored
99.2%, went dumbstruck as he
saw his results. "I was taken
by surprise but then I realised
this is for real. I am getting so
much attention since the morn-
ing," he told TBC. Anubhav,
who got a perfect 100 in Politi-
cal Science and Hindustani Vo-
cals wanted the perfect score in
History too, his favourite sub-
ject, he confided.

Rashly driven car Kkills man outside his flat

GHAZIABAD: A 33-year-old ers. "We went for a short drive

We never block roads: Parents
protesting at DND against fee hike

private company executive was
killed outside his apartment in
Ghaziabad when a speeding
car hit him in the early hours
of Sunday. The car was driven
by Amit Singh, a resident of
Amroha. He was arrested and
sent to judicial custody. Mohit
Chatwal, a resident of Ajnara
Integriti apartments in Raj
Nagar Extension, was working
with a Delhi-based event and
execution firm as operations
manager. He was seeing off his
brothers-in-law, Anil (22) and
Pankaj (23) with his brother
Gaurav (35) when the incident
took place. Mohit and his wife,
Sangeeta, lived in the society in
a flat with Gaurav, who works
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in a telecom firm in Okhla.
The incident took place just
in front of the society around
12.15am on Sunday. Anil and
Pankaj, who also sustained
minor injuries in the accident,
were returning to their home in
Govindpuri of Delhi after hav-
ing dinner with the two broth-

in my car, a Hyundai Eon, after
dinner. After returning from
the drive, we exited the car
and were chatting outside Gate
No. 4 of the society. A speed-
ing Swift Dzire suddenly came
from behind and hit Mohit,
Anil and Pankaj. I was stand-
ing on the other side of the car.
The Dzire crashed into my car,
which turned turtle. It then
ploughed into a road divider.
Soon, residents from nearby
societies gathered at the spot,"
Gaurav told TBC. The crowd
caught hold of the driver of the
Dzire, while the injured were
taken to a nearby hospital. The
driver was later handed over to
the police.

Noida: On the pleasantly over-
cast but busy morning yesterday,
on Monday, commuters passing
through the DND on their way
to work faced traffic blockages
due to a protest at the toll gates.
About 250 parents from Noida
had assembled there to peaceful-
ly protest the private schools' fee
hike. Starting from 8am, parents
from Noida, Greater Noida and
Ghaziabad, part of the United
Parents Forum, raised slogans,
carried banners and formed a
human chain on the Noida side.
"We've been meeting govern-
ment officials for the past two
months. This one is our seventh

JSTOP SCHOOL
FEE LOOT

protest,” 1d Ruchi Gupta, a par—
ent. Earlier this month, a seven-
year-old boy lost his life waiting
in an ambulance because a Noida
homebuyers' protest had blocked
traffic, causing a jam. The incident
had sparked discussions among
parents in this group as well, we
were told.
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38 students from Gautam Budh Nagar

and Ghaziabad bag top 10 spots

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: As
CBSE announced Class 12
resultson Sunday, 38 students
from Gautam Budh Nagar
and Ghaziabad brought glory
to the two districts by secur-
ing top 10 positions in Deh-
radun region. As many as
102,729 students from 1,016
schools in the region ap-
peared for Class 12 CBSE
exams this year. While na-
tional topper Raksha Gopal,
who scored 498 marks out of
a total of 500, is a student of
Amity International School
in Sector 44 of Noida; the
second topper in the region,
Amogha G S, is a student of
Amity International School,
Vasundhara Sector 6, Ghazi-
abad. "I want to pursue textile
designing and have applied in
the National Institute of De-
sign (NID), Ahmedabad. I
love painting and that's how
designing comes naturally
to me," Amogha told TBC.
Meanwhile, the region saw

girls outperforming boys by
recording a pass percentage
of 82.29% as compared to
68.66% for boys. Last year,
the pass percentage of girls
was 83.96 % while it was
69.97 % for boys. The region
also saw a dip in pass from
75.27% last year to 73.96
% this year. Pertinently, the
overall national pass percent-
age this year (87.50%) has
also dipped by 1.03% as com-
pared to last year (88.58%).
Out of the 38 students, 23
girls and 15 boys from the
two districts, have secured
the top 10 positions in the
region. While six students
from the two districts bagged
the fifth spot with 492 marks,
eight students secured the
sixth spot with 491 marks.

Gaur Green City resi-
dents meet legislator

—

GHAZIABAD: Residents
Gaur Green City, a residen-
tial society in Indirapuram,
held a meeting with Sahib-
abad MLA Sunil Sharma on
Sunday over civic issues. The
issues discussed included il-
legal garbage dumps, lack
of Ganga water supply, en-
croachment and overflowing
sewers. Increasing pollution
from eateries near the society,
along with the absence of an
open play area in the vicinity,
were also brought up in the
meeting, which was attended
by MLA Sharma, Gaur Green
City RWA members and oth-
er residents. Malay Mazum-
dar, general secretary of Gaur
Green City RWA, said: "The
stink from a garbage dump
near Kala Patthar underpass
has made it difficult for resi-
dents to live in the society.

Tinderbox GZB factory gutted in massive fire

GHAZIABAD: A tricycle
factory-cum-godown
gutted in a massive fire that
broke out in Site 4 Indus-
trial Area, Sahibabad at 8am
on Friday. Though over 80
workers are employed in the
factory, only one was in the
building when the fire broke
out. He was unhurt. The
blaze started at 'Siddh Tri-
cycle Industry, 49/61' after
a worker, Raju, switched on
the main electricity supply on
the ground floor that resulted
in a sudden explosion in the
basement. The fire complete-
ly destroyed the raw plastic
material, metal frames, nine
manufacturing units and oil
drums along with the roof and
furniture kept in the building.

was

"The loss is

it will take time to recover
from it," said the nephew of
the owner, who did not wish to
be named. Fire officials, how-
ever, blamed factory owner
Anil Kachru for not invest-
ing in fire safety equipment,
presuming that a fire tragedy
would never happen there.
"The area around the build-
ing is completely covered in
metal sheets and fabric when
it should be open. This is il-
legal. They have also created

City Park to have Ghaziabad’s
biggest open gym

Ghaziabad: The GDA is all
set to develop Ghaziabad's
biggest open air gymnasium
in City Park in Raj Nagar in
an area spanning 1,000 sq m
at a tentative cost of about Rs
16 lakh. "We already have six
small scale open air gymnasi-
ums that have been set up in
parks and green belts across
the city . Hundreds of resi-
dents are regularly visiting
these gyms to stay fit," said
Gobind Singh, horticulture-
in-charge, GDA. These open
gyms are located in Swarn Jy-
anti Park and in green belt in

Indirapuram, Ambedkar Park
in Vaishali, RML Park in Ra-
jender Nagar, Central Park in
Rajender Nagar and in Nehru
Stadium in Nehru Nagar. "As
far as the proposed gym in
City Park is concerned, there
are plans to develop it on PPP
model but that is something
which is yet to be decided,"
says Singh.

a makeshift roof structure on
the terrace, which is again a
violation of commercial spac-
es," said A R Sharma, chief
fire officer. The firefighting
continued till 1pm, while a
minor fire was still being con-
tained in the basement when
this report was filed. The
basement is divided into sev-
eral smaller pockets by metal
sheets where the machines
were kept to produce plastic
material used to construct the
tricycles, which should not
be used for any other purpose
other than storage, said a fire
official. As many as 15 fire-
tenders were rushed to the
spot from Sahibabad, Vaish-
ali and Kotwali stations and
from Noida as well.

College student shot at, SUV
snatched in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 2l-year-
old student was shot at and
critically injured by three
armed assailants on Satur-
day night in Ghaziabad who
fled with his SUV. The vic-
tim, Shubham Pandey, son
of a Ghaziabad-based trans-
porter, is a first-year PGDBM
student in IMS College off
NH-24. The crime happened
at around 9:30pm on Satur-
day on Meerut Road, less
than a kilometer away from
Shubham's house in B block
of Nandgram. Two of Shub-
ham's friends, Harshool and
Shivam Sharma, also stu-
dents, were there with him at
the time of the attack. The as-
sailants, who had arrived on a
scooty, left it behind and fled
with the SUV, a white-co-
loured Hyundai Creta. Shub-
ham is admitted to the ICU
of Yashoda Hospital in Nehru
Nagar following a surgery,
where his condition is stated
to be critical. An FIR has

been registered at Sihani Gate
police station on the basis of
a complaint filed by Shub-
ham's father, Ravindra Pan-
dey. "Shubham was taking
rest at home due to headache
when Harshool and Shivam
called him out from outside
our house. He peeped over
the balcony and rushed down-
stairs to meet them. Nearly 20
minutes later, Harshool called
me on my cellphone saying
that Shubham had been shot
at by some men who fled with
the SUV. I asked him to rush
Shubham immediately to the
nearest hospital. Harshool
took him to hospital in an auto
while we reached there soon
in a neighbour's car. Harshool
narrated the entire sequence
of events to us later," Pandey
said. Harshool and Shivam
are residents of Nandgram
too. Shubham was driving the
SUV, which is registered in
the name of his mother, Arti
Pandey.

Schools under Ghaziabad Development
Authority lens over safety norms

GHAZIABAD: The Gha-
ziabad Development
Authority(GDA) is conduct-
ing a survey of all schools
across six zones in the city
for the safety measures taken
by them following a recent
complaint by the All School
Parents Association(ASPA).
The complaint had pointed
out that in violation of Su-
preme Court orders, primary
wing classes of some schools
were allegedly being held in
the basement some others had
allegedly installed mobile
towers atop school buildings.
The GDA intends to crack
down on schools found flout-

ing safety guidelines and will

issue notices to them after the
survey. Dayanand Prasad, of-
ficer on special duty, GDA,
said, "As of now we are in the
process of carrying out a sur-
vey of schools flouting safety
norms and by next week we
will get a complete picture on
the number of erring schools
after which we will issue no-
tices."

Fake job racket that lured people with ads busted

GHAZIABAD: Ten people
were arrested as the police
busted a fake job racket on
Wednesday. The racket re-
portedly had its network
spread across several states
including Rajasthan, Del-
hi, Odisha, UP and Bihar.
According to the police,
members of the racket used
newspaper advertisements to
lure unemployed youths and
promised them sales jobs.
The gang used to run a firm
known as Sai Herbal Prod-
ucts in Indirapuram, Noida
and Sahibabad. "They would
ask applicants to deposit
small amounts of money into

their accounts as processin
fees. The amounts applicants
would be asked to deposit
ranged from Rs 2,500 to Rs
3,000. Subsequently, the ap-
plicants would be asked to
travel to different cities at
their own cost for training and
to contact their local offices
there. These offices would
engage the applicants in
door-to-door sale of various
local products. After a few

days, they would be asked to
go back to their hometowns
and wait for call letters which
would never arrive," a senior
police officer said. The police
said most of the applicants
who were duped by the gang
never complained because
the amounts of money they
lost were small. The men
were arrested by the Gha-
ziabad police at three loca-
tions Indirapuram, Sahib-
abad and Sector 51 in Noida
on Wednesday. "Following
questioning of the arrested
persons, some of them con-
fessed to having been duped
by the gang in the past.
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50-year-old rape con-
vict dies in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 50-year-
old rape convict lodged in
Dasna jail died at the dis-
trict hospital of Ghaziabad
on Tuesday where he had
been referred for treatment
after he fell sick. The con-
vict, Shamshad, suddenly
fell unconscious inside the
barracks around 10am on
Tuesday. Doctors at the jail
hospital, where he was first
taken, failed to revive him.
He was then referred to the
district hospital. Doctors
suspect Shamshad died of
a cardiac arrest. "Shamshad
had no previous history of
medical illness. He was a
well-behaved inmate. Af-
ter he fell unconscious, we
conducted enquiries in the
barracks to find out if Sham-
shad was injured in a fight,

if at all, with any of the in-
mates. The inmates have de-
nied any fight having hap-
pened inside the barracks,"
jail superintendent SP Ya-
dav told TBC. According to
jail officials, DIG (Prisons) V
K Shekhar also conducted an
inquiry into the circumstanc-
es that led to Shamshad's
death. Officials said there
was no foul play. Shamshad's
body has been sent for a post-
mortem. He was in Dasna jail
since August 22, 2016.

Sales tax department peon ac-
cused of rape in Ghazmbad

GHAZIABAD: An 18-year-
old peon has allegedly raped
a 10-year-old girl studying in
Class IV in a private school
in Ghaziabad. The accused,
Amit Kashyap, who used to
live as a tenant in the house
of the girl's maternal grand-
father, works as a peon in
the sales tax department. The
crime occurred on May 18.
An FIR was registered against
Amit at the Sahibabad police
station on May 21 under IPC
Section 376 (rape) and rel-
evant sections of the POCSO
Act, 2012. Amit and his fam-
ily members have been at large
since May 21. The girl has been
living with her mother, who
works in a private firm, in the
house of her maternal grandfa-
ther, ever since the death of her
father two years ago. Accord-

Now, builders may have to deposit
40% for allotment

NOIDA: The three develop-
ment authorities of Gautam
Budh Nagar are likely to
revise their land allotment
policy soon with builders
being asked deposit 40% of
the cost at the time of allot-
ment instead of 10%. The
proposal is likely to be ap-
proved in the forthcoming
board meetings of Noida
Authority, Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority and Yamuna
Expressway  Industrial
Development  Author-
ity to be held on June 2, 5
and 9 respectively. Accord-
ing to the experts, the land
allotment policy, which
was revised in 2009, is the
cause of the builder-buyer
impasse seen today. Before
the land allotment policy
was revised in 2009, the al-
lottees, who were allotted
land in the three areas of
Noida, Greater Noida and

Three new fly-
overs on Outer
Rlng Road

NEW DELHI: To ensure
smooth traffic movement
on Outer Ring Road, a key
route taken by people from
Noida, Faridabad and south
Delhi going to IGI Airport,
PWD plans to construct
three new flyovers span-
ning a 7-km stretch between
Modi Mill and IIT Delhi.
Two of them will be half
flyovers.
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YEIDA, had to deposit 30%
of the land cost with the
authorities. However, after
the revision of the policy by
the state gov-
w‘e‘\_ps.'tt’la D'E‘p
9{0
0,

o

mfn Ty d

%

property and 5% towards
allotment in the three ar-
eas. As per sources, while
Noida Authority is likely to
approve a 40% deposit for
all land allotment, YEIDA
and Greater Noida Author-
ity could give its nod for

a 30% deposit. The two-
» vyear holiday enjoyed
¥ by the allottees is also
likely to be done away
with. Once approved,
developers will have to
pay 10% at the time of
registration and another
30% at the time allotment of
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a$|ﬂ o iF\]EﬁQU property in Noida. In YEI-

ernment, builders who were
allotted land had to pay only
10% and were even offered
a two-year moratorium,
during which they did not
pay anything to the authori-
ties. Currently, developers
have to pay a mere 5% at
the time of registration of

DA, it will be 10% at regis-
tration and 20% for allotment.
Further relief in the form of re-
vising interest rates charged on
installments is also in the off-
ing. YEIDA is likely to reduce
interest rates on instalments it
receives from allottees against
property bought from them by
1.35% taking it to 10.5%.

ing to the police, Amit's father,
who worked as a driver in the
sales tax department in Ghazi-
abad, also used to live on rent
on the ground floor of the two-
storey house. However, his
father died of jaundice in his
hometown, Lucknow, around a
year ago. Amit shifted to Gha-
ziabad from Lucknow around
two months ago along with his
mother and 11-year-old brother.
"On May 21 the girl complained
to her mother about pain in her
lower abdomen. She was taken
to a doctor who diagnosed that
she had been sexually assault-
ed.," said ASP Anoop Singh.

Mobile surveillance
throws up a blank
in Jewar probe

JEWAR: Six days after
the ambush in Jewar where
a man was killed and four
women 'raped’, the police
have not been able to gath-
er any concrete lead in the
case. The officials said they
scanned hundreds of mobile
phonesthrough electronic
surveillance at the time of the
crime, but did not find any
suspicious calls. The officials
said it seems the criminals
had not used mobile phones
to evade electronic surveil-
lance. The victims had told
police that the criminals had
robbed their three phones.
These phones were put on
electronic surveillance but
they have not been switched
on since then. Police suspect
the crime was committed
by some professional crimi-
nals as they have left little
evidences behind them. The
police are now depending on
manual surveillance to solve
the case.

Boy thrashed for blowing whistle
on paper leak

NOIDA: A 19-year old
student, Vinay Saini, was
thrashed by a group of
seven for allegedly inform-
ing the school management
about a question paper leak
in a government school in
Noida. Saini, a resident of
Chauda village in Noida's
Sector 12, is in Class XI in
Government Inter College,
Sector 12. Saini said that
he was taken by a group of
seven people to a deserted
location in Sector 33 and
thrashed on Monday. "Seven
youths on three bikes came

to the spot and surrounded
me when I was going to the
market on a scooter. When I
asked them why they were
doing this to me, they said it
was because I had informed
the school management
about leak of the physics in-
ternal examination paper in

February," Saini said. Saini
said that one of the youths
injured him by smashing a
glass bottle on his head. "The
other youths also thrashed
me ," he said. Saini later in-
formed his family members,
who took him to the hospital,
and registered an FIR at the
Sector 24 police station. Saini
said that on February 18, he
was to appear in the physics
examination in the school.
When he reached the school
gate, he found some youths
talking about the question pa-
per having leaked.
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Nigerian group in Greater Noida asks fellow Nigeri-
ans to not 'loiter','dress decently'....or leave!

Noida: It's been two months
since the death of a 17-year-
old student in Greater Noida
sparked off racial abuse and
violence against the Africans
living in that city. Multiple
incidents of attacks on the Ni-
gerians living in the area were
reported, and tension simmered
for weeks, with many Nigeri-
ans asking why they were ste-
reotyped in a particular manner
by Indians. However, it seems
the image they referred to is
more firmly ingrained in the
public mind than they think.
A few weeks ago, a meeting
was held at the SP's office in
Greater Noida, in the pres-
ence of then SP Sujata Singh,
between the RWAs of Greater
Noida, members of the Nige-
rian Citizens Welfare Associa-
tion (NICWA), and the police.
The agenda was to maintain

achieved a few weeks after
the brouhaha over the attacks
had died down, and to prevent
such incidents from recurring.
It was the Nigerian group that
came up with a proposal for
'guidelines' for the city's Ni-
gerians, which included things
to refrain from, like fighting,
violence, drug abuse, prosti-
tution and human trafficking.
However, also on the same list
of six bulleted points, which
Nigerians are not to do, are
'indecent dressing', 'loitering in
the area' and 'noise making at
odd hours'. The circular issued

Get green nod for facility expansion,
pollution control board tells Samsung

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh
pollution control board has
asked Samsung India to get
the necessary environmental
clearances for the ongoing
expansion activity at its Sec-
tor 83 factory. It has advised
the company to seek consent
at the earliest. The notice, is-
sued by the regional office of
the UPPCB, says the facility
must comply with clauses of
the Environment Protection
Act of 1986, according to
which any construction needs
prior environmental clear-
ance for air and water usage
and a 'consent to establish',
which are all parts of stan-
dard environment clearance
norms. Commenting on the
notice, UPPCB regional of-
ficer BB Awasthi said, "We
checked their nature of work.
It does not fall under the cat-
egory of a polluting industry.
However, they would need
consent for establishment of
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their new expansion activity.
We have notified the mat-
ter to our headquarters in
Lucknow and the matter is
being processed there. The
company has been asked to
produce their existing com-
pliance certifications with
us, and in case of expansion,
they would have to procure
the same for the coverage of
the new areas." The notice
was sent by the UPPCB re-
gional office on the basis of
a complaint from local en-
vironmental activist Vikrant
Tongad. "Environmental
clearances are a necessary
part of any fresh construction
or expansion,” Tongad said.
"We have started making an
audit of all commercial con-
structions that are flouting
these norms and will bring
them to the notice of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal."

by the Nigerian Citizens Wel-
fare Association (NICWA),
which lists the six points that
Nigerians in Greater Noida
are to refrain from When we
asked Charles Macben, vice
president, NICWA, about this
mixed list of 'offences’, he told
us, "There is no smoke without
fire. We don't want it (the back-
lash) to happen again. I thank
God that the UP Police, guided
by Sujata Singh, did everything
humanly possible to make sure
that this thing shouldn't happen
again. We had a meeting with
the RWAs and they told us that
these are the problems that
they were facing with all the
foreign students staying there.
We got a lot of questions from
Nigeria about why we allowed
these things to happen, why we
didn't do our job."

‘Online auction for fancy numbers
likely by June-end’

Noida: More than a year af-
ter the e-auction process for
fancy vehicle numbers got
the state cabinet's approval,
officials claimed that the ser-
vice is likely to be launched
by June-end, when the ruling
BJP government completes
100 days in power. The proj-
ect was developed by the
National Informatics Centre
(NIC), which then handed it
over to the transport depart-
ment in October last year.
The e-auction system aims
to end technical issues aris-
ing from online booking of
fancy numbers, as there is
often a rush for a particular
fancy number. The system
is already in place in Delhi
and Chandigarh. Transport
officials had earlier said the
service would be launched on

October 26 last year. Howev-
er, that did not happen. "The
e-auction of fancy numbers
is part of the 100-day plan of
the government. We hope it
will be launched soon," trans-
port commissioner K Ravin-
dra Naik told TBC. Trials were
conducted for the service in
Lucknow in October. Follow-
ing this, transport commission-
er had sent a proposal to the
principal secretary (transport),
seeking the go-ahead to launch
the service across the state.
However, sources said that it
took a lot of time to explain
the online biding process to the
higher officials.

FIR against 117 villagers for encroach-
ing Arthala lake

GHAZIABAD: Just a day
before the National Green
Tribunalis scheduled to hear
a case on restoration of wa-
terbodies in the district, the
Ghaziabad Municipal Cor-
poration on Tuesday lodged
an FIR against 117 individu-
als for usurping areas in and
around Arthala lake in Sa-
hibabad. In a recent hearing,
the NGT had taken a serious
view of the encroachments
and had sought personal ap-
pearance of principal sec-
retary, urban development.
This led to divisional com-
missioner, Meerut, Prabhat
Kumar visiting Ghaziabad
and directing officials to
book encroachers of water-
bodies under Goonda Act.
"The FIR has been lodged
under Section 420 of IPC
(cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of proper-
ty), 468 (forgery for purpose
of cheating) and under the

Fresh diversions to kick at Sector 24

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
is all set to start laying sewer
lines on the Chaura Raghu-
nathpur-Kendriya Vidyalaya-
Sector 24 police station stretch
from Tuesday and commuters
travelling on the route will
see two diversions in two
phases in the coming days.
Starting Tuesday morning, in
the first phase, the road from
National Fertilizers Limited
to Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV)
will remain closed for at least
five days till Saturday. After
the sewer lines are laid here,
the road from KV to Sector
24 police station will remain

closed for the next 10 days,
tentatively from Sunday. The
traffic police has planned a di-
version for the first phase and
a fresh advisory will be issued
when the work in the second
phase starts after five days.
"Those travelling from Chau-
ra Raghunathpur T-point to
ARTO office will have to take
a longer route to reach their
destination via the Somerville
T-point and Gijhore intersec-
tion. Similarly, commuters
travelling towards the Sector
24 police station will have to
travel to the Adobe intersec-
tion, from where they will pro-

ceed towards the KV," said the
advisory issued by the traffic
police. This may, however, in-
crease the pressure on the Gi-
jhore intersection as one por-
tion of the NTPC intersection
is already closed and those
approaching Sector 60, 62,
etc from City Centre, etc are
using the Gijhore intersection
already. One portion of the
NTPC intersection is closed
for laying of sewer lines too
and the work was supposed to
end in fifteen days. However,
sources have told TBC that the
spot would remain closed for
traffic at least till August.

provisions of Prevention of
Damage to Public Property
Act against 117 individuals
on the complaint of officials
of Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation," said Sudhir
Tyagi, SHO, Sahibabad po-
lice station. Additional mu-
nicipal commissioner D K
Sinha, meanwhile, said: "In
keeping with the directions
of divisional commissioner
at a meeting held recently,
we lodged an FIR in Sa-
hibabad police station and
in days to come more such
FIRs will be lodged against
encroachers of waterbodies
within municipal
Earlier in the day, district
magistrate Ministhy S held
a meeting of officials over
the issue in which it was
decided that the work on
43 ponds/waterbodies will
begin this week. Giving a
report on ponds and wa-

limits."

terbodies within municipal
limits, D K Sinha said that
out of total 112 ponds, there
are no encroachments on 40
ponds within its limits. The
GMC will commence work
on these ponds, he said. But
Sushil Raghav, on whose
petition NGT had given the
order, is not impressed with
administration's initiative.
"Arthala lake was originally
spread in an area of 2,03,000
sqm. Over the years, nearly
1,32,000 sqm of the lake
was usurped by villagers
from Arthala village and au-
thorities did nothing," said
Sushil Raghav, petitioner.
"In fact, there is a police post
and an overhead tank right
on Arthala lake. Now they
are lodging FIRs against vil-
lagers but there is no action
against government depart-
ments which are guilty of
encroachment," said Raghav.

Noida boards to meet on

homebuyers

NOIDA: The three develop-
ment authorities of Gautam
Budh Nagar -- Noida, Greater
Noida and Yamuna Express-
way -- will hold a meeting on
Tuesday to discuss the issues
between builders and home-
buyers affecting the three ar-
eas. According to officials,
the meeting has been called
following directions from the
state government. Officials
further said that the Local In-
telligence Unit (LIU) of the
district has shot off a report to
the state government warning
of a law and order situation

caused by the agitating home-
buyers. Hundreds of homebuy-
ers have been agitating against
long-delayed possession of
their homes by builders. Scores
of builders have defaulted on
their outstanding payments to
the three authorities resulting
in delayed handing over of
residential units.
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