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Fee hike: Parents seek

panel report

Ghaziabad: More than 150
parents held a four-hour long
symbolic strike outside the office
of district magistrate, Ministhy
S, on Sunday and demanded
that a three-member district
committee's recent report over
the fee hike issue should be made
public. The protesting parents
also complained that the district
administration has passed the
buck to the state government
over the issue. Navneesh Rana,
one of the protesters, said the
parents wanted an assurance that
the schools in the district would
not charge the hiked fees before
the state government comes up
with a decision. "The report and
its findings should have been
made public. We were waiting
from May 11 hoping that our
problems will be resolved by the
administration. This has left us
more confused instead," he said.
The three-member investigation
panel had shared a report over

the fee hike issue with the
administration on May 11
following relentless protests by
parents. Meanwhile, Ministhy S,
district magistrate of Ghaziabad
told TBC that she had repeatedly
reminded the parents that she
had already raised the issue with
CBSE and the chief minister's
office. "If the state government
is already looking into the
policy loopholes, independent
decisions cannot be taken in
different districts. The only other
way for parents is to approach
the court of law," she asserted.
Seema Tyagi, one of the leading
protesters, said that Sunday's
protest was only symbolic in
nature and the parents are ready
to expand their protest if they do
not get a satisfactory response.
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Editorial

Goldshines: onreducing
India’s demand for gold

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s long-drawn-out effort to tackle
the desire for gold does not seem to be bearing fruit. India’s gold
imports witnessed a huge jump in April, increasing threefold
to $3.85 billion from $1.23 billion in April 2016. In March,
the jump driven by jewellery demand was even higher as gold
imports stood at $4.17 billion, compared to $974 million a year
earlier. This suggests that Indian demand for gold is robust and
that policymakers will have to continue worrying about its impact
on the country’s trade deficit for a long time to come. The trade
deficit in April was $13.2 billion, the highest since November
2014, compared to $4.8 billion in the year-earlier period. The
20% increase in exports to $25 billion was overcome by a 49%
increase in imports, which stood at $38 billion. The jump in gold
demand is particularly significant given the many steps taken to
reduce it in recent years. For instance, the demonetisation of high-
value currency notes last November coincided with India’s gold
demand dropping to a seven-year low of 675 tonnes during 2016,
according to the World Gold Council. Earlier, as part of his efforts
to push Indians to decrease their gold purchases, Mr. Modi had
introduced the gold monetisation scheme that aimed to reduce
gold imports by using deposits to increase domestic supply. But,
as of early 2017, the amount of gold that had been deposited under
the scheme was less than 1% of overall gold demand in 2016.

It is no secret that Indians tend to favour gold over other income-
generating financial assets. This has, for a long time, led to
concerns about savings being wasted on a dormant metal instead
of being invested in productive business activities. While such
concerns may be valid, policymakers would do well by first
tackling the issues that have explained the average Indian’s
preference for gold. The metal’s predominant utility as a hedge
against inflation, which protects the average investor lacking
sophisticated financial acumen from a depreciating rupee, cannot
be ignored. Ironically, the Centre’s sudden demonetisation
decision has possibly undermined confidence in the rupee as a
store of value, adding to the yellow metal’s attractiveness. Capital
conservation is an important reason for investment in gold by
Indian households. Gold’s lure cannot be explained only as a
reserve for illicit wealth or tax evasion. Access to better and more
formal financial market instruments remains a pipe dream for the
majority in a country where talk of financial inclusion remains at
the level of opening a basic bank account. Any significant strides
on this front will require structural reform of the financial sector
that encourages more competition to spur financial innovation
and access. Until such time, gold is likely to remain a favourite
asset, with gold imports adversely impacting India’s external

trade balance.
BY- Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

NGT asks five-star hotels to seek CGWA

School owner held for raping daughter

GHAZIABAD: A 45-year-
old school owner was arrested
on Sunday for sexually ex-
ploiting his daughter for the
past seven years in Ghaziabad.
The crime came to light after
his 20-year-old daughter sub-
mitted a written complaint to
police on Sunday. The wom-
an, a first year BA student
of IGNOU, also submitted a
video clip to police along with
the complaint. Police said the
clip had been candidly filmed
by the woman when her father
had been forcing himself upon
her recently. The accused has
been identified as Kishor Ku-
mar Jha. He owns an English-
medium school in Preet Vihar
area in Lal Quan where he
also teaches Mathematics,
said police. Jha also has an
18-year-old son who studies
in a college in Ghaziabad. Ac-
cording to police, the family
belongs to Darbhanga district
of Bihar and came to Ghazi-
abad nearly 15 years ago. The
woman told police that her
father used to beat her if she
resisted his attempts to rape.

She was also threatened
with dire consequences if
she ever divulged about
the sexual exploitation.
"The woman told us that
she recently confided in
her friends after being
overcome with a sense of
guilt. The mother of one
of her friends provided
her counselling and egged
upon her to go to the po-
lice against her father.
She subsequently filmed
a video and presented it
as evidence. We will send
the video for tests to ascertain
its veracity," said SHO, Kavi
Nagar, Hemant Rai. A medical
examination was conducted
on the woman on Sunday, the
results of which are awaited.
An FIR has been registered
against the accused in Kavi
Nagar police station under
sections 376 (rape) and 323
(voluntarily causing hurt) of
IPC apart from relevant sec-
tions of Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012. A local
court in Ghaziabad sent the

accused to judicial custody.
Investigations, said police,
are underway to ascertain if
the woman's mother, a home-
maker, was complicit with her
husband in the crime. "We are
enquiring from family mem-
bers as to why the woman
did not confide in her mother
all these years and preferred
to talk to her friends instead.
We are also trying to ascertain
whether her mother preferred
to keep quiet about the inci-
dent or tried to hush it up af-
ter she confided in her," added
Rai.

First day of house testing time for many

LUCKNOW: The first ses-
sion of the 16th assembly in
Uttar Pradesh on Monday
will be a major test of their
parliamentary skills of all the
key faces. Those who will be
observed by political pundits
include governor Ram Naik,
Speaker Hridaya Narain Dixit,
leader of the House and chief
minister Aditya Nath Yogi
and the joint leader of the
Samajwadi Party legislature
party Akhilesh Yadav. Though
none of them is new to poli-
tics, they have all donned
new caps in new roles and
their skills would be tested
tomorrow. Naik though has
already passed one test get-
ting a new protocol for him-
self. The Samajwadi Party
government had declined to

permission for extracting groundwater

AGRA: The National Green
Tribunal on Monday directed
four five-star hotels of Agra to
get approval from the Central
Ground Water Authority to ex-
tract groundwater and submit
a report within two weeks. The
court was hearing a petition filed
in September 2015 by a Delhi-
based environmentalist Shailesh
Singh against six luxury hotels
here for allegedly drawing mil-
lions of litres of ground water
illegally as well as installing
tube wells without permission.
The petitioner said the CGWA
could not grant NOC given over
exploitation of the natural re-

source. According to a recent
report, out of 75 districts of Uttar
Pradesh, 34 are "overexploited"
for groundwater with Shamli
and Pratapgarh districts topping
the list with 140% groundwater
exploitation rate, followed by
Saharanpur (132%), Firozabad
(117%) and Agra (113%). Talk-
ing to TBC, Singh said, "The tri-
bunal has asked the four luxury
hotels to get no objection cer-
tificate from the CGWA. Earlier,
CGWA has submitted a report in
the tribunal and stated that all the
hotels are in the over exploited
zone and it has rejected their ap-
plications in the past except for

one. We will challenge CGWA in
court if it gives permission to ho-
tels in future." Last year in Sep-
tember, the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), where the petition
seeking heavy penalty on these
hotels for damaging the environ-
ment is filed, had ordered UP
Pollution Control Board (UP-
PCB) officials to inspect five-
stars and submit a report. Singh
has filed a case against six luxury
hotel of Agra, including Oberoi,
Jaypee Palace, Mansingh Palace,
Radisson Blue, for drawing mil-
lions of liters of groundwater il-
legally as well as installing tube
wells without permission.

accord the new protocol to
Naik. However, this is Naik's
victory outside the House. In-
side, he has to walk through
another test—his determina-
tion to read the full speech
while addressing the joint ses-
sion. Unlike governors in the
past, who themselves were
not much interested in read-
ing their entire speech and
would abandon it mid-way
declaring that the speech may
be deemed read out, the octo-
genarian Naik is enthusiastic
and determined to read the
full 50-page speech about pro-
grammes of all departments.
What makes it more chal-
lenging is that opposition par-
ties are in a mood to disrupt
when he is speaking. Naik's
other test will be whether the

Speaker tables his objection
through a message before the
Assembly to the election of
leader of opposition Ram Go-
vind Chaudhary as illegal. The
outgoing Speaker had already
lost the election had named
Chaudhary as the leader of the
House, something Naik had
strongly objected to. It is to be
seen whether Dixit would read
out Naik's objections or ignore
it .If Dixit tables it, it may en-
rage the Samajwadi Party. The
first session of the House will
also be a test for Dixit him-
self. Though an expert in par-
liamentary affairs, his skills
would be tested in running the
House with an Opposition up
in arms. Another thing crucial-
ly watched will be CM Yogi's
oratorical skills.

UP bride made to strip after
skin disease rumours

KANPUR: A woman was al-
legedly forced to strip in front
of the women of her groom's
family in Uttar Pradesh's Ma-
hoba district on account of a
rumour that she was suffer-
ing from leukoderma, which
causes white patches on the
skin. The groom, Jai Hind,
who was to marry Teeja, re-
fused to go ahead with the
ceremony after one of his
relatives told him that the
bride was suffering from the
skin condition. Hind's fam-
ily also created a ruckus at
the venue, and the issue was
resolved after Teeja's father
dragged the groom's fam-

ily to the police station. Po-
lice convened a panchayat,
wherein elders from both
sides concluded that the wed-
ding would take place, but
only after it was ascertained
that Teeja did not have the
disease. The bride was then
taken to a small room at the
police station, where she was
stripped by the groom's aunts
and cousins. After the rumour
was determined to be false,
Hind's family, accompanied
by some policemen, returned
to the wedding venue, where
the marriage was solemnised.
Hind has since apologised to
the girl's family.
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High tension for visitors as power lines tower over

popular parks in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Over 15 high
voltage transmission tow-
ers located right inside two
popular parks in Indirapuram
- Green Park and Children's
Park - are more than just an
eyesore to anyone visiting the
two places. They are potential
threats to visitors, especially
children, as the parks often
brim with people from near-
by residential areas. Spread
over 16.5 acres, the two parks
were formally commissioned
by Ghaziabad Development
Authority in December last
year following frequent com-
plaints of waterlogging in the
area from residents of nearby
Indian Revenue Service (IRS)
society. "There used to be
a swamp in the area where
the parks have now been set
up, with sewage overflowing
from Khoda on the other side
of NH-24. The stagnant water
not only filled the area with an
unbearable stench, but it also
made the residents vulnerable

Massive fire

to vector-borne diseases. So,
GDA took the initiative to set
up the parks," horticulture of-
ficer, GDA, SP Shishodia, told
TBC. However, the UP Power
Transmission Corporation
Limited (UPPTCL) already
had two transmission corri-
dors, running parallel to each
other, installed in the same
area nearly 20 years ago. As
the parks were meant to beau-
tify the green belt, the project
did not require the approval
of the GDA board. Former
GDA vice-chairman Santosh
Yadav sanctioned Rs 3.5 crore
for the two parks in 2015.
Soil, to fill the swamp trench
- which GDA engineers say
was around 3.5 meters deep -
was provided free-of-cost by
the DMRC from construction
sites of Dilshad Garden-New
Bus Stand Metro corridor. The
GDA also mooted the idea of
introducing an artificial lake
in Green Park by tweaking the
original plan as enough soil

breaks out

in chemical factory

GHAZIABAD: A mas-
sive fire erupted in a
chemical factory in
Bulandshahr Indus-
trial Areain Kavi Nagar
around 10pm on Sun-
day. While no casual-
ties were reported, the
blaze destroyed goods
worth lakhs of rupees,
according to estimates.
As many as 15 fire ten-
ders were rushed to the
spot from Kotwali and
Sahibabad fire stations.
However, the cause behind
the fire could not be ascer-
tained. "We have not been
able to go inside the fac-
tory gate so far. We cannot

ascertain any details about
the factory," said Sanjeev
Sharma, fire station officer,
Kotwali Fire Station. When
the last reports came in,
the fire-fighting was still in
progress.

was not available
to fill the trench.
Finally, the parks
were  inaugurated
in December last
year right under the
transmission corri-
dors. While a 220-
kV transmission
line carries cables
from the substation
located in Noida
near UP Gate, an-
other 132-kV line
carries cables from
the substation lo-
cated in Sector 62 of Noida.
Both the transmission lines are
meant for power supply to Noi-
da. "We have to keep a close
watch on the kids whenever
we come to the park. There are
chances of electrocution from
the towers. We have heard of
mishaps in parks in Delhi due
to unattended electric cables,"
said Smita Pathak, a frequent
visitor. The parks were teem-
ing with people when TBC

paid a visit on Saturday morn-
ing. Green Park, which has
many joyrides, is the larger and
more crowded among the two.
A boating facility within an ar-
tificial pond, an eatery, a rabbit
nesting enclosure and an open-
air gym are among the facili-
ties available here. "The Noida
division of the power trans-
mission corporation is respon-
sible for maintenance of both
the lines. The transmission
lines do not provide electricity

to Ghaziabad. The lines are lo-
cated at a height of more than
15 meters from the ground and
chances of accidents are rare.
The transmission lines are
equipped with the latest tech-
nology that ensures immediate
disruption of supply in case of
a fault," said Yatendra Kumar,
superintending engineer, UP-
PTCL, Ghaziabad. "The time
taken for automatic disruption
of supply following a fault is
less than 25 milliseconds.

Protest, counter protest held over flea market

GHAZIABAD: Two separate
protests, one supporting and
the other opposing the flea
market in Navyug Market,
were held here on Sunday. The
members of Navyug Market,
including the shopkeepers,
and the residents claimed that
the weekly flea market blocks
the vehicular movement in
the area. The vendors, on the
other hand, cried foul against
the ban imposed on them
for the past two months. In
the wake of the agitation,
several markets including the
Navyug Market, Navyug Mini
Market, Sihani Gate Vyapar

Mandal, = Navyug  Market
Extension Bihari Nagarand
even Chandrapuri  Market

remained closed. According to
the members of Navyug Market
Vyapar Mandal, the Sunday
flee market, considered to be

Kanpur police to be headed by
DIG rank IPS officer now

LUCKNOW: Kanpur police
will now be under deputy in-
spector general rank IPS of-
ficer. In the fresh set of trans-
fers which was undertaken by
Yogi Adityanath government
on Sunday, DIG Sonia Singh
was posted as SSP Kan-
pur. On deputation in Uttar
Pradesh, Sonia is from Naga-
land cadre and got selected in
the services in 2003. Akash
Kulhary, has been shifted as
Bareli SSP from Kanpur. SSP
Bareilly Jogendra Kumar has
been shifted as SP Morad-
abad PTC now. A total of 31
IPS were transferred late on

Sunday and SPs of 15 districts
were changed. Among other
important changes, ADG Avi-
nash Chandra was placed as
IG Kanpur zone and his pre-
decessor Zaki Ahmed was
shifted to recruitment board.
Similarly IG EOW Deepak
Ratan was made DIG Varanasi
range. Jawahar has been sent
as DIG Jhansi range. Gonda
SP Sudheer Singh was trans-
ferred to Ambedkar Nagar
while SP Umesh Kumar Singh
who was posted in PAC has
been made chief of Gonda po-
lice now. 2009 batch officer
Atul Sharma has been made

Bijnaur SP and Ajay Sahani
was moved out from west UP
district as SP Azamgarh. Pro-
motee IPS Anil Kumar Singh
has been posted as Barabanki
SP while Vaibhav Krishna has
been transferred to Etawah.
Amethi SP  Anees Ansari
has been moved to Mahoba
while woman IPS officer of
2010 batch Poonam will now
be Amethi SP. VK Mishra
has been made SP Mathura,
Sanjeev Tyagi will be SP Au-
raiya, Santosh Singh will be
SP Chandauli, Rajiv Malhotra
has been placed as SP Deoria,
Vipin Tada will be SP Rampur.

the largest of its
kind in NCR,
has been a cause
of concern for

a long time.
Speaking to
TBC, Rajeev

Sharma,
president,
Navyug Market
Vyapar Mandal
and former
councillor of the
area said, "More
than 2,000 makeshift shops in
the flea market leave no space
for vehicles. The market is
being held since 1997. It's
not just the local vendors but
vendors hailing from Deoband,
Bijnor, Meerut, Hapur,
Muzaffarnagar and Delhi sell
their stuff here." He added
by saying, "They set up this
market on at least 15 roads all

)

over the area, and very recently
they even occupied the service
lane behind the residential
flats. Once, a man died in an
ambulance due to a traffic jam
caused by the Sunday Market
vendors." The shopkeepers
further complained that the
weekly flea market also raises
security concerns as the area
has 27 banks, 20 ATMs, four
currency chests of banks.

Kejriwal to tour each assembly
seat, meet party volunteers to
re-energise cadre at grass roots

Delhi : In an effort to restruc-
ture and re-energise the party
cadre at the grass roots, Delhi
chief minister and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national convener
Arvind Kejriwal will soon visit
all 70 assembly segments and
engage with workers. Kejriwal
on Sunday night announced
the decision at the party’s state-
level meet convened to launch
the ‘mera booth, sabse maj-
boot’ initiative. “All mandal
adhyaksh (polling station in-
charge) should appoint kshetri-
ya adhyaksha (booth in-charge)
over the next 10 days. Will visit

and meet party workers in each
assembly...I can cover 3-4 as-
sembly seats in a day,” Kejri-
wal told addressing the gather-
ing. He spoke about a host of
issues, including corruption al-
legations levelled against him,
his cabinet colleagues and party
funding. The party that caught
the imagination of people due
to its “alternative’ brand of poli-
tics and electoral success in a
short span of four years has wit-
nessed a dip in its fortunes over
the past few months, with its
fallout raising questions even
over its future and existence.
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Pollution notice to genset users

GHAZIABAD:
The UP Pol-
lution Control
Board (UPPCB)
on Tuesday is-
sued notices to
several housing
societies and
market com-
plexes in Trans-
Hindon areas
asking them to
raise the chim-
ney heights
of diesel-run
gensets, so that
toxic exhaust fumes do
not directly enter houses
or roads. Directions have
also been issued to install
acoustic enclosures around
gensets to curb noise pol-
lution. The notices contain
guidelines for the use of
heavy-duty gensets in the
city. The majority of notic-
es have been issued in Indi-
rapuram, Vaishali, Vasund-

hara and Kaushambi, where
the UPPCB recently con-
ducted a survey to ascertain
if genset usage norms were
being properly followed.
"Those who do not follow
the directions will be penal-
ised," UPPCB regional of-
ficer, Paras Nath, told TBC.
Usage of gensets has gone
up considerably in Ghazi-
abad over the past fortnight
due to frequent power cuts.

Israel can aid Uttar Pradesh in cleaning
Ganga: Envoy Daniel Carmon

LUCKNOW: Israel to-
day evinced interest in
providing assistance to
Uttar Pradesh in its im-
plementation of 'Namami
Gange Programme' - the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment's ambitious pro-

gramme to clean and re-
juvenate the river Ganga.
Israel's Ambassador to
India Daniel Carmon who
met Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
at the latter's official resi-
dence here also expressed
Israel's desire to cooper-
ate with the state in vari-
"Uttar

given

ous other sectors.
Pradesh may be
assistance by Israel on
the Namami Gange Pro-
gramme of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that has
been started for rejuvena-

tion of Ganga," said Car-

of
bilateral ties with India is

mon.

"Strengthening

one of the priorities of the
the
envoy said. On his part,
Adityanath said that the
state government was in-

Israeli government,"

terested in using Israel's
expertise in development
of agriculture, irrigation,
horticulture, energy, sci-
ence and technology, smart
cities and other sectors.
The chief minister told the
visiting envoy that owing
to the depleting ground
water, many regions
have been declared dark

zones in the state.

FIR against those crossing safety
limit in Ganga Canal

GHAZIABAD: The
district magistrate has
directed installation
of safety barricades at
the bathing ghat of the
Ganga Canal in Murad-
nagar after an inspec-
tion on Tuesday. The
DM, Ministhy S, also
said that people must
be booked for going be-
yond the safety limits in
the canal. The inspection
was conducted at the
spot in the backdrop of
recent cases where people
drowned in the canal. Ministhy
S ordered the irrigation depart-
ment to undertake desilting
work of the canal bank. The de-
partment has also been directed
to install poles at a safe distance
inside the waters and link them
with chains. Boards cautioning
visitors not to venture beyond
the safe limits will also be in-

stalled in the canal. A team of
officials had accompanied the
DM during the inspection. Di-
rections have been issued to reg-
ister FIRs against those trying to
venture beyond the safe limits in
the canal. The police have also
been directed to station a team
of cops at the location to keep a
vigil on those trying to go into
deep waters.

Manoj Prabhakar resigns
as UP Ranji Chief Coach

LUCKNOW: Uttar
Pradesh Ranji Tro-
phy team chief coach
Manoj  Prabhakar
has tendered his
resignation from his
post, citing personal
reason. The contract
of former India all-
rounder Prabhakar
was for a maximum
period of two years,
but he resigned af-
ter completing one
year. "Last year in-
ternational cricketer Manoj
Prabhakar was roped in as
coach for UP's Ranji team.
His contract was for a maxi-
mum period of two years, but
before his contract is over,
Prabhakar tendered his res-
ignation," UPCA secretary
Yudhvir Singh told PTI from
Meerut. Singh said that Prab-
hakar cited 'personal reasons'
for his resignation. Before
Prabhkar, international fast

bowler Venkatesh Prasad was
the coach of UP Ranji team,
but the team did not show any
remarkable perfromance dur-
ing his stint. Singh informed
that UPCA will hold a meet-
ing in June to pick a new

coach. State-level players
and those of international re-
pute are being considered for
this post. Uttar Pradesh had
a forgettable outing last sea-
son, finishing at the seventh
place in Group A.

Unlike Rahul Gandhi, I cannot turn my back on Amethi: Smriti Irani

NEW DELHI: Mocking
Rahul Gandhi, BJP leader
Smriti Irani today said un-
like him, she cannot turn
her back on the people of
Amethi from where she
unsuccessfully contested

the 2014 Lok Sabha polls |

against the Congress vice
president. "Three years
ago I had promised the
people of Amethi that I
would not turn my back,
Rahul Gandhi might do that.
And in last three years I
have been in constant touch
with them and communicat-
ing with the people there,"
Irani said. She further said

BJP performed well in the
Gandhis' traditional bastion
as the party won 4 out of 5
assembly seats there. Irani,
who had contested the 2014
Lok Sabha election from
Amethi which she lost to
Gandhi, was speaking to a
TV channel. Replying to a

question on the closure
of Rahul Gandhi's of-
fice in Amethi, Irani
| said his office was run-
ning on the land which
was allocated for a
guest house attached
to a hospital. "People
had many times com-
plained to the district
administration but no
action was taken as the then
Chief Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav had blocked it. But after
his government was gone,
the same administration
said it should be closed,"
she said. Replying to anoth-
er question, Union Textiles

Minister Irani said, "We all
eagerly wait for him (Gan-
dhi) to speak and I would
like to request him to please
organise a debate with me
on any issue". Speaking on
the issue of women's secu-
rity, she said that the Cen-
tre has taken many steps on
the matter but there is a lot to
be done.bench said. It should
also report about the damage
caused to the environment in
the nearby villages, quantum of
money required for restoration
and also state the loss of revenue
to the state government in terms
of minerals and revenue within
four weeks, the bench said.
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Will benefit from rows in Samajwadi Party,
win local polls: Congress

BSP and

LUCKNOW: Trouble in the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and the Samajwadi Party
(SP) may give a boost to the
ailing Congress party gear-
ing up for civic polls in Uttar
Pradesh, state Congress lead-
ers believe. The party hopes
that it will be able to regain
the support of Brahmins and
Muslims, who had together
scripted its electoral sucess till
the late eighties in the state. In
the recent asssembly elections
in UP, the Congress won only
seven seats, recording one of
its worst performances ever.
But party leaders are confident
that it will make its presence
felt in the elections to 14 mu-
nicipal corporations, headed
by mayors. The election pro-

cess will be completed by the
first week of July. UP Con-
gress leaders are eying three
important mayoral elections
in Lucknow, because it is the
state capital, Varanasi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
parliamentary  constituency,
and Gorakhpur, which is chief
miniser Yogi Adityanath's
bastion. "We are confident of
staging a surprise in the urban
local body polls,” UP Con-
gress  spokesperson  Ashok
Singh said. "If the party man-
ages to wrest Lucknow, Vara-
nasi and Gorakhpur from the
BJP in the mayoral elections,
it will exponentially boost the
morale of Congress workers,
and at the same time strength-
en the party in the urban ar-

No political patronage to criminals, says
UP CM Yogi Adityanath

GREATER NOIDA: LUC-
KNOW: No one will be allowed
to commit crime in political pa-
tronage in Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath to-
day said. "Everyone in the state
knows that there is improvement
in law and order," he said while
replying to a question raised by
SP member Nitin Agarwaldur-
ing the Question Hour. "No one
will be allowed to commit crime
in political patronage in the state
and those committing crime will
be treated as criminals. There
will be no discrimination," he
said. On being asked by BSP
Legislature Party leader Lalji
Verma about number of incidents
of murder, rape, dacoity and loot
in the past two months, he said,
"Give us one year. You might
not accept here due to political
reasons but you and your fam-
ily must be feeling the change."
However, dissatisfied with the
reply, the BSP members staged
a walkout. SP Legislature Party
leader Ram Govind Chowdhury,

however, alleged that there was
spurt in the number of crimes
after the BJP came to power.
"When a child has polio after
birth its difficult to treat," Chow-
dhury said, pointing to bad law
and order after the BJP formed
government. He was countered
by Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Suresh Kumar Khanna, who
said that in the earlier regime
it was not polio but the entire
body was diseased and the pres-
ent government would treat it.
Chowdhury, while appreciating
Yogi for his efforts, alleged that
his ministers were not giving
correct replies to defame him
and staged a walkout with the SP
members.

eas of the state," he said. The
party has already started look-
ing for suitable candidates, es-
pecially young workers, who
could be the future face of the
party, he said. Party insiders
said the prospective candi-
dates included Viraj Das Gup-
ta, son of former senior party
leader Akhilesh Das Gupta,
and Shekhar Dixit, who joined
the Congress during the 2017
UP assembly election. Dixit
said, "I may contest the may-
oral elections, if former CM of
Delhi Sheila Dikshit jee tells
me to do so." Dikshit is among
those steering the party in UP.
Singh described Viraj as "the
best choice" for the Congress.
"He is the real torch bearer of
the legacy of his father who

Massive outages hit
Trans-Hindon GZB

as mercury soars
Ghaziabad: As the tem-
perature soared to 44 degree
Celsius on Monday, out-
ages spanning hours were
reported from Trans-Hindon
residential townships. In the
latter half of the day, several
areas in Indirapuram, in-
cluding Vaishali apart from
Shakti Khand, Gyan Khand
and Niti Khand, reeled un-
der long power cuts. Black-
outs were reported in some
residential areas in Indira-
puram when the last reports
came in. The power discom,
Paschimanchal Vidyut Vi-
taran Nigam Limited (PV-
VNL), attributed the outages
to tripping of transformers
and faults in feeder lines. A
breakdown in the 132-kV
Vaishali line was reported
during the day. "We are un-
dertaking rostering of power
supply as an emergency
measure. Our teams are
rectifying faults round the
clock.

was the last Congress mayor
of Lucknow. Viraj will also
take forward the legacy of his
grandfather and former UP
Chief Minister Babu Banarasi
Das," he said. The party be-
lieves the expulsion of senior
party leader Naseemuddin
Siddiquifrom the BSP and the
feud between former chief
minister Akhilesh Yadav and
his father would benefit the
Congress. Singh hinted that
Muslims might gradually drift
back to the Congress, and
stressed that Brahmins, who
had been traditional voters of
the Congress, were now get-
ting "disillusioned" with the
BJP and its policies. "This will
prove to be quite beneficial for
the party in the mayoral polls,

and will certainly give a new
lease of life to the party. The
combination of Brahmins and
Muslims will prove to be an
effective one," the UP Con-
gress spokesperson said. The
BJP shrugged off the Congress
claims. "By focussing only
on three municipal corpora-
tions — Lucknow, Varanasi
and Gorakhpur - the Congress
has already conceded defeat in
rest of the 11 municipal corpo-
rations," UP BJP spokesper-
son Manish Shukla said. The
people of UP, Shukla said, en-
dorsed the work being done by
the government of Adityanath.
"They will give another over-
whelming mandate to the BJP
in the urban local body elec-
tions," he said.

Customs dept seizes 6 gold
biscuits worth Rs 18.67 lakh

JAIPUR: Sleuths of cus-
tomsdepartment on Mon-
day seized foreign marked
six gold biscuits weigh-
ing 700 grams in total and
valued at nearly Rs 18.67
lakh at the Jaipur airport.
The passenger had con-
cealed the biscuits in three
batteries and arrived here
by Air Arabiaflight from
Sharjah in the morning.
According to the officials,
the customs had an input
on the passengers travel-
ling with gold and later
when he was frisked and
his baggage was scanned
properly the sleuths found
these biscuits concealed in
3 batteries. "This has been
a modus operandi and in
past two months we had
seized gold from the pas-
sengers in similar manner.
The passenger Moham-
mad Amir is a resident
of New Mandi in Muzaf-
farnagar, Uttar Pradesh,

who landed on Monday
morning. On Sunday, cus-
toms officials had seized
foreign currency including
15,075 Dirham and 2,400
Euros which is valued at Rs
4,43,858 in Indian currency
from a passenger who was
boarding an international
flight to Sharjah.

On Day 1 of UP House, Ram Naik faces opposition paper missiles

NOIDA: LUCKNOW: The
maiden session of the 17th
Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Sabha
started on a stormy note on
Monday as opposition mem-
bers led by Samajwadi Party
(SP) disrupted governor Ram
Naik's joint address to the
two Houses, throwing paper
missiles at him and shouting
slogans during his 35-minute
speech. However, an unde-
terred Naik (82) completed
his speech even as marshals
surrounded him and used
official files to deflect the
paper missiles hurled by op-
position members who had

trooped into the Well of the
House. They were demand-
ing that Naik's speech make
a mention of the 'deteriorat-
ing law and order situation'
in the state. Carrying ban-
ners and placards, the oppo-

sition disrupted the House
despite being outnumbered
by the treasury benches 78
against 325 MLAs. Since
it was a joint session, the
opposition's strength was
bolstered by 66 SP MLCs,

many of whom were seen
in action in the Well of the
House. Naik reminded the
legislators that the "whole
country was watching them"
as, for the first time, the pro-
ceedings of the House were
being aired live on Doordar-
shan. But his appeal didn't
cut much ice with the bel-
opposition mem-
Wearing the party's

ligerent
bers.
red cap, almost all the SP
MLAs and MLCs jumped
into the Well of the House
moments after Naik began
reading his speech. Some of
them hurled paper missiles

towards Naik's chair while
a few others, led by Irfan
Solanki, rushed menacingly
towards the governor but
were held back by the mar-
shals. Despite every effort
by the marshals, however, a
few paper missiles did land
on Naik's table. SP legisla-
tive party leader Akhilesh
Yadav watched from his seat
his legislators attacking the
governor. Political analysts
said though the UP assembly
had witnessed a free-for-all
in 1997, this kind of protest
during the governor's ad-
dress was unprecedented.
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