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Editorial
G-20: Hope for the world

The G20 declaration and its focus on multilateralism offers
hope for developing countries that international financial
institutions will be reformed and that more cognisance will
be paid to global debt vulnerabilities.

Leaders of the world’s leading economies metin New Delhi
at the weekend to discuss a range of issues from the green
development pact for a sustainable future to accelerating
progress on the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

These are crucial discussions for a new world order and
those countries that represent the developing or emerging
world stressed that there must be more balance, especially
with how decisions are taken by international financial
institutions, which historically have operated in a manner
that benefited unilateral decision-making and developed
nations.

The G20 declaration also recognises that developing
countries must have a role to play in shaping the future
through industrialisation, innovation and technology.
Financing mechanisms thatare balanced and fair are crucial
to the growth of these economies and the hopes and
aspirations of their citizens.

The declaration underscores the need for enhancing
representation and elevating the voices of developing
countriesin decision-makingininternational economicand
financial institutions to make for more effective, credible,
accountable and legitimate institutions.

Like the BRICS Summit declaration, the G20 reiterated its
commitment to a strong, quota-based and adequately
resourced International Monetary Fund (IMF) with the bloc
committed to revisiting the IMF adequacy of quotas to be
concluded by December 15.

Theseareallindicators thatthere is commitmenttoaddress
global challenges and to focus on addressing the
development needs of low- and middle-income countries.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Sanatan Dharma is ‘Rashtriya’
religion of Bharat: Yogi

Indore: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday said Sanatan
Dharma is the “Rashtriya”
(national) religion” of Bharat.
Against the backdrop of con-
troversial comments on
Sanatan Dharma by DMK
leader Udhayanidhi Stalin,
Adityanath said it was unfor-
tunate that some people living
in India are still insulting the
Sanatan Dharma which has
been attacked since ancient times.
“Sanatan Dharma is the Rashtriya dharma
(national religion) of Bharat. No one can
question its perpetuity,” the UP chief min-
ister said at the unveiling ceremony of
Dhwajstambh (flagstaft) at Nath temple in
Indore.Like Sanatan Dharma which has
been facing attacks since ancient times, the
existence and reality of God too has been
questioned.

“It is unfortunate that even today many
people living in Bharat are humiliating
Sanatan Dharma. They do not miss any op-
portunity to attack Indian values, ideals and
principles,” Adityanath said.

“Even Ravan had also tried to attack the re-
ality of God but what was the result? Ravan
was destroyed by his ego,” he said.

DMK leader and Tamil Nadu minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin recently caused a storm

after he claimed Sanatan
Dharma is against social jus-
tice and that it should be erad-
icated.

Likening Sanatan Dharma to
coronavirus, malaria and
dengue, Udhayanidhi Stalin
— the son of Chief Minister
Stalin — said such things
should not be opposed but de-
stroyed. A Raja, another
DMK leader, likened Sanatan
Dharma to diseases such as
leprosy. A former minister during the UPA
regime, Raja also said Udhayanidhi Stalin’s
remark was soft.

Adityanath said Mughal ruler Babar had
tried to demolish the temple of Lord Ram
in Ayodhya, but a grand temple is being
constructed at Ram Janmabhoomi after 500
years. He said “Hindu” is not a religious
word but it is a cultural identity of Indians.
“Unfortunately, some people have tried to
bring the Hindu identity within a narrow
ambit”. Amid a political debate over
“Bharat vs India”, the BJP leader said the
country has been addressed as Bharat since
ancient times and its citizens have been
called “Hindus”.

“When Muslims from India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh go to Mecca for performing
Haj, they are addressed as Hindus in Saudi
Arabia,” he said.

Uttar Pradesh to ease
burden on pupils

Lucknow: The UP govern-
ment has instructed the ed-
ucation  department to
change school schedules
under the new education
policy to ease the burden on
students. There will be only
29 hours of teaching in a
week in state schools and
classes will be held for five
to five hours thirty minutes
from Monday to Friday and
only two to two and a half
hours on Saturdays, as sug-
gested in the New Educa-
tion Policy.

“According to the new Na-
tional Education Policy,
there will be only 29 hours
of teaching a week in state
schools.,” a statement from
the Information and Public
Relations, Department said.
Similarly, the maximum
time limit for classes for
general subjects will be re-
duced from 45 to 35 min-
utes, while classes for major
subjects will be held for 50
minutes.

UP is implementing various
new initiatives envisaged in
the New Education Policy
in basic, secondary, and
higher educa tional institu-
tions.

(520 showcases India’s growing power

Dr. C Bajpayee

India’s G20 presidency is the culmi-
nation of a year of milestones. The
country has become the fourth to land
on the moon, surpassed China as the
world’s most populous country and
overtaken the UK as the world’s fifth-
largest economy.

To a degree, India’s G20 presidency
can be regarded as a historic moment,
announcing its confirmation as a
major global power.

But the summit will also serve to il-
lustrate the many challenges India
faces in realizing its commitment to
‘strategic autonomy’ in its foreign pol-
icy. New Delhi has attempted to use
the G20 to draw attention to domestic
policy priorities where it has made (or
is seeking to make) strides.

This year’s G20 can be seen as a
‘green summit’ as India promotes sev-
eral climate policy initiatives includ-
ing an International Biofuels Alliance,
‘Mission LiFe’ (which advocates the
concept of a circular economy) and
green hydrogen standards. India is
also calling for reforms to multilateral
development banks to facilitate green
financing.

New Delhi is seeking to leverage
progress in the development of India’s
digital welfare state (through such ini-

»

e 'l

tiatives as the Aadhar card and United
Payments Interface) to create a multi-
lateral funding body at the G20 to fa-
cilitate digital public infrastructure
(DPI). This comes within the context
of broader efforts to create smart, sus-
tainable and resilient urban infrastruc-
ture. Ultimately, these initiatives aim
to frame India as the preeminent voice
of the Global South.

Further to this aim, New Delhi hosted
125 countries earlier this year as part
of its Voice of Global South Summit
and it is advocating full G20 member-
ship for the African Union (AU).
Nine guest countries have also been
invited to the summit, including
emerging economies like Egypt and

Nigeria and countries in India’s neigh-
bourhood including Bangladesh and
Mauritius.

Bigger challenges

However, India’s G20 presidency can
also be seen as a microcosm of the
broader challenges facing the coun-
try’s foreign policy.

New Delhi’s longstanding commit-
ment to ‘strategic autonomy’ or
‘omni-alignment’ is being put to the
test amid the breakdown in relations
between major powers

New Delhi’s longstanding commit-
ment to ‘strategic autonomy’ or
‘omni-alignment’ is being put to the
test amid the breakdown in relations
between major powers, including Rus-
sia and the West, and growing fissures
in the US-China relationship.
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s deci-
sion not to attend has become a
‘spoiler’ to the summit proceedings,
while it has been difficult to address
the Ukraine conflict in the summit
communiqué, with Beijing and
Moscow more resistant than they were
last year.

Ukrainian Presidency Zelenskyy has
also not been invited to the summit, il-
lustrating New Delhi’s insistence that
the G20 return to its roots on eco-
nomic issues.
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