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Broker found dead near
Crossings police outpost
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Cricket stadium on track,
funds won’t queer pitch

GHAZIABAD: The UP
Cricket Association (UPCA)
on Thursday agreed to
Ghaziabad Development
Authority’s (GDA) demand
for funds to build India’s largest
international cricket stadium in
the city. This comes two days
after TBC reported that the
stadium proposal had stalled
due to a funds stalemate
between the cricket body and
GDA. According to the
understanding, the association
will mortgage a portion of the
stadium’s land, worth Rs 7.5
crore, following which GDA

will approve the map. Work on
the stadium is expected to start
by January 15, officials said.
Another bone of contention
was floor area ratio (FAR).
The association has been
demanding enhanced FAR on
which the development
authority has been dragging its
feet. “After CAG raised
objection to GDA not charging
Rs 7.5 crore acquisition fee
from UPCA, we had to keep
the stadium’s map approval in
abeyance,” said Kanchan
Verma, vice-chairperson,
GDA.
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EDITORIAL

Onion price slump sharpens PM?
Narendra Modi’s election stakes

Onion prices have a long and layered relationship with
Indian politics, having played a role in shaping election
results since 1980.Usually governments squirm (and
opposition parties rejoice) when the price of the staple is
too high for consumers; this time around with a few state
poll results due Tuesday and general elections around the
corner the problem is the opposite : Prices received by
onion farmers are distressingly low. A grower in
Maharashtra recently made news when he sent all the
money he received for his produce apaltry 1,064 rupees
for 750 kilos to the prime minister’s charitable fund as a
mark of protest. A growing disenchantment with the
falteringprofitability of farming has emerged as a political
variable. But how much of a risk does it pose to the
government? One state election where that question may
get answered is Madhya Pradesh. This central Indian
state,ruled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party, has a high dependence on agriculture.This
goesbeyond rice and wheat, the two cereals that have been
the focusof India’s food self-sufficiency drive, to
includesoybean, mustard, cotton, lentils and, of course,
onion.

The core of New Delhi’s rural support program is so-called
minimum support prices, or MSPs—but these aren’t paid
on every crop or to every farmer. New Delhi, on average,
buys 26 percent of the country’s annual wheat cultivation
and 28 percent of its paddy outputfor its own granaries,
but the figure for mustard is 4 percent and in onion, there
are no federal government purchases. State administrations
have instead attempted to compensate growers on their
own when onion prices collapse and farmer suicides
becomes politicallyembarrassing; but their resources are
too limited to make a dent.

Similarly, a government-appointed committee found out that
in only 6 percent of India’s farmers have gained from selling
wheat and paddy directly to a state procurement agency,
meaning the vast majority aren’t even involved in the MSP
system. Stateprocurement of wheatisheavily concentrated
inPunjab andHaryana; those two northern states, as well
asthe southeastern Andhra Pradesh, account for the bulk
of government-sponsored ricepurchases. For most farmers
and most produce,the MSP — and its lofty goal of giving
farmers a 50 percent margin on their cost of production —
is an empty slogan. Even the Indian central bank got it
wrong when it read a significant bumpin MSPannounced
for 14crops in July as a harbinger of higher inflation post
their autumn harvest. The program doesn’t cover enough
of the market to have such a dramatic effect. With market
prices below state-procurement prices by as much as half
in some instances, the bigger risk now is of disappointing
rural demand.There has to be a better way to make the
economies work.The state can’t be apurchaser of an ever-
expanding set of commoditiesit can’t stock or sell, and
politicians can’t forever be seeking rural votes by
promisingfiscally expensive debt waivers. Opposition
leader Rahul Gandhi has promised to waive loans of
farmers in arid northwestern Rajasthan a state exit polls
suggest his Congress Party may wrest from Modi’s BJP
in Tuesday’s count within 10 days of forminggovernment.
He has made similar promises to voters in Madhya Pradesh,
and its neigboring state of Chhattisgarh.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Hospital cleaning staffer
starts hunger strike over pay

NOIDA: Failing to get their
concerns heard despite a
seven-day long strike, one of
the housekeeping staffers at
the district hospital has
started a hunger strike,
causing chaos at the facility.
Anokhi Lal (45), who is one
of the oldest staff members,
has decided to spearhead
their mission and said he
would fast unto death. “I
have been working at the
district hospital for the past
eight years. I have four
children and two of them are
studying. One of my
daughters has started
working at a beauty parlour
due to our financial condition.

Three more air
quality machines to
ready by January

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) will start installing
three new ambient air-quality
monitoring machines in Noida
and Greater Noida from
Monday. This will take the
total number of such machines
to six. The installation of these
machines, which have been
imported in parts, is likely to be
over by the end of December
and readings will start in
January. These will be installed
at Balak Inter College near
Greater Noida West, at the
UPPCB office at Sector 1 and
on a Noida Authority plot in
Sector 116 to cover the 7x
sectors. “The location at
Sector 116 has been chosen to
cover the 7x sectors, where
new apartments have come up
recently.

The other is not studying.
How can we feed our
children with a salary of
merely Rs 6,000?” he said.
The monthly salary of the
housekeeping staff, who
were getting about Rs 12,700,
was reduced to Rs 7,613. A
chaos followed at the hospital
when the workers on strike
tried to stop the workers from
the Super Speciality
Paediatric Hospital & Post
Graduate Teaching Institute
(SSPHPGT]I) from cleaning
the hospital on Thursday
morning. As the protest
intensified, the authorities of
the district hospital called
police.

RWA S to test sanitation,
upkeep plan

NOIDA: In a pilot project, 10
sectors have been shortlisted
by the Federation of Noida
Residents Welfare
Associations (FONRWA) to
carry out horticulture and
sanitation work for a trial period
of three months. Under the
project, one set of five sectors
(35,20,11,34 and 51) will carry
out all horticulture-related work,
while a second set of sectors
(47,49, 51-C, D and F blocks),
52 and sector 66) will
undertake the job of sanitation
upkeep. In each of these
sectors, the RWA federation
has offered to carry out the job
by charging 75% of the cost of
what the Authority currently
pays to private contractors.

Jumping signal: 900 in Noida
to lose licence for three months

NOIDA: Traffic police have
recommended suspending for
three months the driving
licences 0of 900 Noida residents
for jumping signals. All these
traffic offences were recorded
in August and September this
year. Of these 900, the
transport department issued
notices to 638 violators on
Friday, giving them a week’s
time to hand over their
licences. The others had been
issued notices before that.
Should the notices be ignored,
parking attendants and traffic
cops will be authorised to seize
these vehicles both registration
number and the violator’s
name are on the list if they are
spotted. The list will be shared
with parking personnel too,
officials said. “Under the
guidelines of the Supreme

Final inspection for Aqua Line
nod as it eyes Xmas launch

NOIDA: The commissioner of
metro rail safety (CMRS) will
inspect the 29.7km Aqua Line
from December 11 to 13 for the
final certification needed to start
commercial operations on the
corridor that is likely to be
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Christmas
day. The Noida Metro Rail
Corporation (NMRC) has been
expecting an inspection by
CMRS S K Pathak for the past

one month. The final inspection
includes exhaustive checks and
re-checks on different public
safety mechanisms, including
security system, alarms,
emergency stops, and entries
and exits at all 21 stations of
the corridor. Earlier, in the first
phase of the checks, the deputy
CMRS had conducted a full trial
of the metro line along with a
two-day test of the rakes that
will run along the entire corridor.

Court committee on road
safety, names of violators
involved jumping a traffic signal
have been shared with the
department. The committee
has directed that licences can
be suspended in case a
commuter indulges in violations
like jumping a signal, drunken
driving, speeding and wrong-
side driving,” SP (traffic) Anil
Jha said. ARTO (enforcement)
Himesh Tiwari said that he had
received the list and the
department would suspend the
licences for three months.

UPI app user loses
Rs 6.8 lakh from

his bank account

NOIDA: A resident of Sector
12 has alleged that he was
cheated of Rs 6.80 lakh
through the UPI app. A
complaint has been lodged at
Sector 20 police station that
has been referred to the cyber
cell. According to 30-year-old
Mohan Lal, the amount was
transferred from his SBI
savings account through the
UPI app by hackers in the past
two months.
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Stuck at the gates, waiting for funds: Why
Ghaziabad metro won’t start in December

GHAZIABAD: The Dilshad
Garden-New Bus Stand metro
route is unlikely to start
functioning before January or
February 2019 because of
several roadblocks that the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
is facing, prime among them is
an approval to the project from
the Union cabinet that will
pave the way for the Centre’s
share of Rs 329 crore. The
route was earlier expected to
be flagged off on December
25. Work on it gained
momentum after the UP
government sought to know
from the Ghaziabad
Development Authority
(GDA) the progress of work

Tree-felling
permited, residents
step in, stop it

NOIDA: Residents of Sector
137 stopped workers of the
Noida Authority from cutting
down two neem and a sheesham
tree that are obstructing traffic.
However, four neem trees had
already been felled by the time
the residents raised the objection.
The workers had permission
from the forest department to cut
seven trees in total. The
Authority said they had decided
to remove the trees after
repeated complaints that they
stood in the middle of the road
and had caused a number of
accidents. The residents said
that cutting the trees was not the
solution.
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and vice-chairperson Kanchan
Verma assured them the
project would be completed by
the end of this month. TBC
visited the New Bus Stand
station and spoke to officials
on how the work was
progressing on the ground.
“Work on the ticket counter is
well in place while escalators
and lifts have been installed.
The foot overbridge, too, is
being installed,” an official
said.

Police fail to trace
girl, villagers protest

Noida: People of a Greater
Noida village surrounded the
Dadri police station on
Saturday after a body was
found in the village lake. On
Wednesday, a 17-year-old girl
had left her house for tuition
classes, but had been missing
since. The family had lodged
a complaint at Dadri police
station on December 6. The
family of the girl have accused
police of inaction in tracing her.
“We got to know that a girl’s
body was found in a lake in
Khatna. This enraged the
locals and we reached the

Dadri police station,” said
Raman, one of the
protesters.

Noida to use NSA to deny
call centre cons bail

Noida: The  district
administration is planning to
charge operators of fake call
centres in Noida under
provisions of the National
Security Act. Sham call centres
have mushroomed in the city
over the past few months and
spread their tentacles in the
US and European countries.
District magistrate BN Singh
made the announcement on the
sidelines of a news conference
held to inform that the NSA
had been slapped against Anil
Bhati, a member of the Sundar
Bhati gang, for allegedly plotting
the murder of BJP leader Shiv
Kumar Yadav and his two

Broker found dead near Crossings police outpost

GHAZIABAD: A 28-year-
old property dealer was found
dead with a bullet injury on the
forehead behind a bush 200
metres from the police
outpost at Crossings
Republik. The deceased,
Ashwani Sharma, was a
resident of Chipiyana and ran
an office in the same locality
along with his younger brother
Mohit (25). One of Ashwani’s
friends said that he had called
him up under the influence of
alcohol on Thursday night and
told him he would commit
suicide. Police, too, said
preliminary investigation
pointed to a suicide.
Ashwani’s family, however,
refused to buy the argument,

Relatives raid police station in Ghaziabad,
free 22-year-old held for harassing woman

GHAZIABAD: Relatives ofa
22-year-old man, who was jailed
for allegedly harassing a woman,
barged into Tronica City police
station late on Monday night and
freed him after the cops on duty
did not allow them to offer the
accused fish and liquor. The
dozen-odd relatives of Rahul, a
resident of Khyala in Delhi, also
thrashed a constable with rods
and sticks, broke furniture,
ransacked the police station and
fled before reinforcements could
arrive. Till Wednesday evening,
seven persons had been
arrested for the ruckus. Rahul,
whom his relatives had freed, is
untraceable. Devi Pal, the

constable hit with rods and sticks,
suffered injuries to the head and
upper part of the body. He said
he had picked up a wireless set
to call for additional force but
the attackers broke it before
pouncing on him. Police said
Rahul had come to Ghaziabad
on Monday evening to meet a
friend near Signature City. He
was picked up by a police patrol
van after a woman accused him
of harassing her and brought to
Tronica City police station
before midnight. Rahul had also
threatened relatives of the
woman with dire consequences
when they opposed his lewd
comments.

pointing out that there were a
few glasses and a liquor bottle
in his car that was parked at
some distance. The property
dealer’s wallet and his mobile
phone were also found at the
spot, which potentially rules
put any attempt at robbery.
Ashwani’s uncle Ramesh
Sharma alleged murder and
raised a few questions for the
police. “Itis surely a case of
murder, but the perpetrators

Teen raped by father for
two years, pregnant

NOIDA: A 45-year-old man
was arrested from Sector 15
on Friday for allegedly
drugging and raping his 15-
year-old daughter for two
years and impregnating her.
The girl and her mother filed a
complaint on Thursday, two
days after they found out that
the girl was two months
pregnant. The accused is a
native of West Bengal and had
been living in the city with his
family for last eight years. He
works as a labourer. “The
accused would also threaten
and beat the mother and
daughter,” said Manoj Pant,
SHO of Sector 20 police station.

tried to make it look like
suicide. I don’t know who this
friend is who is claiming to
have got a call from him. If
he wanted to end his life or
was frustrated with anything,
why did he not share anything
with Mohit or any other
relative? Ashwani had last
spoken to my daughter-in-law
around 7.30pm and enquired
about our well-being. He had
left office around 6pm on
Thursday, but did not return
home,” Sharma added. He
also stressed that at least two
more persons would have
accompanied Ashwani in the
car as there were three empty
glasses on the seat and a
liquor bottle.

guards. He said the repeated
incidents of call centres getting
busted in Noida was “tarnishing
the image of the country”. “The
district administration is taking
strict action against them
(operators of fake call centres).
We are planning to charge them
under the NSA,” Singh said.
Charges under NSA mean the
accused will not be able to
apply for bail. The menace of
fake call centres in Noida has
assumed such massive
proportions that a team from the
FBI and Canadian police flew
down to the city and appealed
to SSP Ajay Pal Sharma to rein
themin.

Can all Noida homes
have independent
meters in 3 months?
It’s a tough road

Noida: The state
government’s decision to
provide electricity connection
to a flat owner directly in an
apartment complex may have
brought relief to lakhs of
residents of highrise societies
in the twin cities, but the
UPERC March 31 deadline
poses amajor challenge to the
power discom that faces a
mammoth task for conversion
from single to multi-point
connections. There are about
250 residential projects in
Noida and 204 in Greater
Noida and GNoida (west).

GDA says 95% of road repairs are
complete. This is what it looks like

Ghaziabad: Stretches of roads
across several parts of
Ghaziabad, including
Indirapuram and Raj Nagar,
are riddled with potholes even
though the Ghaziabad
Development Authority
(GDA) claims to have repaired
95% of these stretches. The
GDA had recently carried out
drive to make 160km of roads
under its jurisdiction “pothole-
free”. “We had embarked on
this drive over the past few
months. We have restored a
number of uneven roads and
even built one. In total, we have
either repaired or laid 160km
of roads in the city. This

Tk ;

includes 26 stretches of 67km
in Indirapuram and 41km in
Madhuban-Bapudham. The
city now has over 95% of
pothole-free roads,” said VN
Singh, chief engineer at the
GDA. A drive down Mangal
Bazar Chowk in Indirapuram,
however, tells a different tale.
In Nyay Khand and Shakti
Khand, some stretches are
filled with craters.
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Grades, e-courts and conciliation forums on UP-RERA’s to-do list

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar
Pradesh  Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (UP-
RERA) which came into effect
in the state last year is evolving
itself to suit to needs of home
buyers and promoters alike. In
Ghaziabad Development
Authority’s  awareness
workshop on RERA which was
held on Saturday, UP-RERA
secretary Abrar Ahmed gave
a glimpse of what RERA will
offer in days to come. In the
workshop which was attended
by home buyers and promoter’s
representatives, Abrar sought
to bring clarity on RERA and
said that it is committed to
protect the interest of home
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buyers in the state. In its effort
to add more teeth to RERA
Abrar said that authority is in
the process of introducing
grading system of promoters
and their projects. “Based on
the kind of work done by any
promoters we will award
grades to their projects so that
a prospective home buyer

before investing in that project
will have a before hand

SC: Amrapali promoters, top
officials should be prosecuted

NEW DELHI: Tightening the
noose around the promoters,
directors, statutory auditor and
chief financial officer of the
Amrapali Group, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday said they
should be prosecuted for
criminal breach of trust and
cheating thousands of
homebuyers and sought their
response. A bench of Justices
Arun Mishra and U U Lalit
said diverting hard earned
money of homebuyers for
expanding the business of the
Group and for personal
benefits of company’s officials
amounts to criminal breach of
trust and directed them to file
response on why they should

not be prosecuted for the
offence. The court said the
company was not permitted to
divert homebuyers’ money for
purposes other than building the
housing projects for them and
even temporary diversion of
funds amounts to criminal
breach of trust as held in the
Harshad Mehta case. It said
the company is allowed to
invest the profits earned after
completing the housing
projects to purchase properties
but it cannot use homebuyers’
money for the purpose. “The
money can be used only for
construction of housing
projects, How can you use it
for purchasing shares.

knowledge of the reputation of
the promoters, that way the will
have the advantage of choosing
projects and promoters with
good grades” said Abrar
Ahmed, secretary, UP-RERA.
The grading will be primarily
based on feedback of people
who ave been associated with
the project and how compliant
they the projects and promoters
are with the RERA rules.
Ahmed also said that e-courts
will be instituted for redresal of
home buyers complaints and
for that a mobile application will
be introduced shortly. “There
have been instances when it
becomes very difficult to track
individual cases/complaints

registered with RERA, so a
mobile App will be introduced
shortly so that complainants
could track the status of case
without bothering to visit
RERA office” said Abrar. The
secretary also informed till date
there are about 9000 complaints
registered with RERA and out
of which only 2500 have been
disposed. “Given the magnitude
of complaints we are faced
with the problem of timely
disposition of cases so we are
instituting conciliation forums
across states which will take
care of cases which could be
solved amicably, this way it will
take some of the loads off our
back’ said Ahmed.

Rename Ghaziabad Agrasen
Nagar: MP to Yogi Adityanath

Ghaziabad: Following the
UP government’s approval
to change the name of
Allahabad to Prayagraj,
BJP Rajya Sabha MP Anil
Agarwal has written to
chief minister demanding
that Ghaziabad be renamed
Maharaja Agrasen Nagar.
The demand to rename
Ghaziabad has been raised
at a time when Yogi has
ruffled feathers demanding
a name change for
Hyderabad. Speaking at a
rally in Hyderabad on
December 2, the CM had
proposed that the BJP
would rename Hyderabad
to Bhagya Nagar if elected

to power in the state.
“Ghaziabad had been
named after Ghazi-ud-din,
who had Mughal
connections. However, in
the past few decades,
Agarwals have become
numerically significant in
Ghaziabad. So, we have
therefore demanded that
Ghaziabad be henceforth
named after Maharaj
Agrasen who is the
founding father of the
Vaishya Samaj,”
Agarwal, who wrote to Yogi
on Nov 29, said. The district
was carved out of
Meerut on November 14,
1976.

Paytm plot hatched in a Delhi hotel, cops tell Court

NOIDA: Sonia Dhawan and
the other accused in the Paytm
extortion case had hatched the
conspiracy to blackmail the
company’s founder, Vijay
Shekhar Sharma, over a series
of meetings in a Delhi hotel,
police have informed court. It
was in a hotel room that Sonia,
a former vice-president of
Paytm, her husband Rupak
Jain and a former Paytm
employee Devender Kumar
would instruct the fourth
accused, Rohit Chomal, on
how to make the extortion calls
and what to tell Sharma. Rohit,
whose arrest has been stayed
by the Allahabad high court for
lack of evidence, had even

blurted out the names of Sonia
and the others during one of
his calls, the police told the
court. Noida police on
Saturday claimed to have
provided some incriminating
evidence against the accused
ina 250-page chargesheet that
it submitted in court. “We have
charged the accused under

IPC sections 381 (theft by
clerk or servant of property in
possession of master), 384
(punishment for extortion), 386
(extortion by putting a person
in fear of death or grievous
hurt), 420 (cheating and
dishonestly inducing delivery of
property), 408 (criminal breach
of trust by clerk or servant),
120 B (punishment of criminal
conspiracy) and Section 66 of
the IT Act, 2008,” an officer
said. The chargesheet was
filed in less than two months.
Manoj Pant, the SHO of
Sector 20 police station and
investigating officer in the case,
said their probe had revealed
that the accused would talk to

each other over phone and
discuss their plan for hours at
a stretch. “They would meet
ata hotel in Delhi to hatch the
conspiracy. We have access to
call details of the accused,
which reveal that they would
also discuss their plan over the
phone. During one of the
extortion calls, Rohit Chomal
had even mentioned the names
of Sonia, Rupak and
Devender. We have submitted
this recording in court. This will
act as evidence against Rohit
Chomal, whose arrest have
been stayed by the court,” he
said. “The police have made a
strong case against them in
court,” he added.
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NBCC, Kotak Investment among 4
shortlisted bidders for Jaypee Infra

NEW DELHI: State-owned
NBCC, Kotak Investment,
Singapore-based  Cube
Highways and Suraksha group
have been shortlisted as bidders
for debt-laden Jaypee Infratech,
according to aregulatory filing.
Jaypee Infratech is undergoing
insolvency proceedings in the
NCLT. L&T Infrastructure,
which was among the five
companies that had submitted
expression of interest (EOI),
was however excluded from
the final list, as per the
regulatory filing by Jaypee
Infratech. Sources had earlier
said that L&T would not be
considered for the bidding
process as the infrastructure

Noida’s first waste
treatment plant
inaugurated in Sector 54

NOIDA: A waste remediation
plant, claimed to be the first in
North-India, was inaugurated in
Noida Sector-54 on Sunday. The
plant can process 40 ton waste
per hourand clear Noida’s 2 lakh
ton waste legacy in coming days.
Noida Authority CEO Alok
Tandon inaugurated the plant
and said the facility will solve
Noida’s waste management
issue. Authority said this will also
improve Noida’s Swachh
Ranking in 2019. Tamil Nadu
based M/S Zigma Global
Environ Solutions Pvt Ltd which
has a joint venture with South
Korean firm - M/S
Forcebel Co.

major was only interested in
acquiring the 165-km long
Yamuna Expressway that
connects Delhi-Noida to Agra.
Jaypee Infratech’s interim
resolution professional (IRP)
Anuj Jain said in the filing that
the final list of companies for
participating in the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process
of Jaypee Infratech has been
prepared as per the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
regulations. Jain had in October
started a fresh initiative to revive
Jaypee Infratech on the National
Company Law Tribunal's
(NCLT) direction after lenders
rejected an over Rs 7,000 crore
bid of Suraksha group.

Car rams parked
truck on Noida
Expressway, 4 hurt

Noida: Four persons were
injured when a speeding car
they were travelling in rammed
into a stationary truck on the
Noida Expressway on
Wednesday morning. Police
said the four— Delhi residents
Arjun, Amit Kumar, Rajiv
Kumar and Shivam — were
headed for Greater Noida
when the accident took place
around 10am. “The car was
speeding and its driver could
not apply the brakes in time.
The car rammed the truck and
its front portion was badly
damaged. All four occupants
got trapped inside,” said a
police officer.

Ghaziabad stops house
registry in 321 illegal colonies

GHAZIABAD: Four persons
were arrested on Tuesday for
allegedly cheating people in the
name of getting them loans.
The arrests were made on the
basis of two FIRs registered
at Sihani Gate and Kavi Nagar
police stations. In both cases,
the accused, two of them
working with the sales
departments of two leading
private banks, assured the
victims a loan of Rs 50,000
would be reimbursed in their
names after they opened new
bank accounts. After the
victims gave them their
identity and address proof, the
accused opened the bank

‘NH-24 bypass, Ring Road Xing among busiest junctions’

NEW DELHI: The
intersections at NH-24 and
Bhairon Marg on Ring Road
and the IIT crossing on
Aurobindo Marg are the three
busiest junctions in south and
central Delhi, according to an
assessment of traffic flow
during morning and evening
peak hours. And the big culprit
of the congestion are the cars
and taxis. The traffic survey
of 20 major intersections has
brought out that the morning
peak hour traffic is maximum
around 20,000 passenger car
units (PCUs) at NH-24 bypass
and Ring Road Crossing. The
traffic flow during evening
peak hour is about 21,000.

3-year-old drowns in drain

outside homei

GHAZIABAD: A
three-year-old boy
died after falling into
an open drain in
Loni’s Khanna Nagar on
Monday afternoon. Police said
the kid was playing outside his
home when he slipped into the
drain. He was fished out of the
muddy water after his mother
raised an alarm. The child was
first rushed to a private
hospital and then taken to GTB
Hospital in Delhi, where he
was declared dead on arrival.
No police complaint has been
filed so far. The deceased,
identified as Mohammad Saad,
used to live with his father

n Ghaziabad

Salim, an auto-
rickshaw driver,
mother Afsana, and
two elder siblings —
Sameer (6) and Aaliya (5).
Afsana said she had last seen
Saad playing with local kids but
could not find him after some
time. When she raised an
alarm, neighbours searched for
the child in nearby areas and
found him in the 4ft-deep
drain. The boy’s parents
refused to get an autopsy
done. Umesh Kumar Pandey,
the SHO of Loni police station,
said an inquiry would be
initiated if a complaint was
lodged in the matter.

PCU is
denominator for calculating
traffic flow. The survey

the common

conducted as part of
integrated transit corridor
development for Delhi PWD
also shows how 57% to 70%
share of the peak hour traffic
are cars and taxis. It’s no
different at IIT crossing on
Aurobindo Marg where
morning peak traffic is about
19,600 PCUs and 17,600 PCUs
at evening. Cars and taxis have

Samajwadi Party
leader held for TV
studio clash with rival

NOIDA: Samajwadi Party
spokesperson Anurag
Bhadauria was detained on a
complaint filed by BJP’s Gaurav
Bhatia in Noida on Saturday
after a row that began on the
sets of anational Hindi TV news
channel debate escalated into a
political confrontation. Bhatia
lodged a police complaint against
Bhaduria for assault. The two
were on the same panel during
a debate in the afternoon. With
Bhadauria being detained for
questioning, Samajwadi Party
workers surrounded Sector 20
police station, where the
complaint was lodged, in the
evening in protest.

54% share during morning and
60% during evening peak hours.
According to the survey, the
traffic mayhem is severe at
Ring Road-Bhairon Marg
where morning and evening
peak traffic is 17,000 PCUs
and 19,400 PCUs respectively.
These trends have pointed to
how despite high decibel
discussions to promote public
transport by experts and
politicians, little has been done
on the ground to encourage
people to shun their private
cars. It’s more acute on
stretches that connect the
neighbouring cities of Noida,
Ghaziabad, Gurgaon and
Faridabad.

i
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accounts in their names but did
not hand over passbooks and
ATM cards to them. Later, on
the basis of the bank account
and forged salary slips, the
accused took two loans of Rs
7 lakh each in the name of the
victims. The fraud came to light
after the bank called the
victims and asked them to
deposit the loan EMIs.

Broker death: Cops
probe ‘suicide call’ to
friend

GHAZIABAD: An FIR under
Section 302 (murder) was
registered against unidentified
persons in connection with the
death of a property dealer,
whose body was found with a
bullet injury to the head near
Crossings Republik police
outpost on Friday. Police said
a forensic team had collected
evidence from the spot and
further inquiry was being
conducted. The deceased,
Ashwani Sharma, was a
resident of Chipiyana Buzurg
and ran an office in the same
locality along with his younger
brother Mohit (25).

o

In GZB, four assault homeguard
for stopping vehicle, booked

GHAZIABAD: Four men
were booked on Monday for
allegedly thrashing a
homeguard who had stopped
their SUV for checking near
Thakurdwara flyover in
Ghaziabad. Though the
incident took place on Sunday,
the FIR was registered on the
basis of a mobile phone video
clip that was widely circulated
on social media a day later.
The accused, who are in their
mid-20s, have been identified
as Atul, Ajay, Nitin and Yogesh.
The latter is a resident of
Mandawali in Delhi while his
friends belong to Etawah
district in UP. Police said the

homeguard, Sanjay, who is in
his early-50s, had stopped the
SUV as it was taking a left turn
towards Hapur Road. “Sanjay
was on duty at the junction
when a wireless message
flashed that a Maruti Brezza
had rammed a vehicle on GT
Road and was speeding in the
direction of Thakurdwara
temple. Sanjay stopped the
vehicle for checking its
documents but the men
roughed him up in their bid to
escape. However, with the
help of other cops nearby, the
men were taken into custody,”
said the SHO of Kotwali police
station, Jai Karan Singh.
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