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Forensic lab, fifth in UP,
set up for...
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Clinging on to car roof, man
driven around for 6 km in road
rage incident in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad : A purchase
manager of a Gurugram
export house had a close shave
when he was allegedly driven
around on the roof of a car for
around six kilometres near
Sahibabad on Thursday
evening. Stating that the man
who drove him around has
been arrested, the police said
the incident was the result of
a road rage case, when the
victim had tried to stop the
accused’s car after it hit his car.
The incident was captured on
mobile phones by onlookers
who chased the Zen Estilo car
the accused was driving with
the victim 35-year-old Rajesh
Diwan, aresident of Pitampura
in Delhi clinging on to the roof
of the car while holding on to

the front windows. Police said
the accused, Bhuwan Kumar
Sharma (30), works as a legal
practitioner and is a resident of
Raj Nagar Extension.
According to Diwan, the
incident took place around 7pm
on Thursday. Recalling his near
death experience, he claimed,
“I had come to Ghaziabad to
meet a friend and was waiting
at a traffic signal in Sahibabad.
The accused arrived in his car
and banged my Swift Dzire
from the rear. The accused
started to reverse and flee.
When I came out of the car and
tried to stop him, he abused me
and fled. I then decided to give
chase, and soon, near Raj
Nagar Extension, I overtook his

29

car.
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On PM Modi’s visit to Japan

Ever since they institutionalised annual summit-level
meetings in 2006, India and Japan have held a closely aligned
world-view. Prime Minister Narendra Modi now heads to
Japan for meetings with his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo
Abe, and they are expected to take stock of all the challenges
they face, notably with regard to the U.S. and China.
President Donald Trump’s recent actions on trade tariffs,
sanctions against Iran and Russia, as well as the U.S.’s exit
from several multilateral and security regimes are impacting
both countries in different ways. For India, the impact is
more direct, as the economy has been hurt by new American
tariffs, review of its GSP (trading) status, and restrictions
on visas for professionals. Moreover, possible U.S. sanctions
over Indian engagement with Iran as well as defence
purchases from Russia pose a looming challenge. For Japan
too, U.S. trade tariffs are a concern and Washington’s exit
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership is corralling Southeast
Asian countries into a free trade regime under Chinese
domination. In addition, the U.S.’s on-again, off-again nuclear
negotiations with North Korea are keeping Tokyo on
tenterhooks. India and Japan must closely cooperate on how
to manage these challenges from the U.S. while maintaining
their growing security ties with Washington, as members of
the trilateral and quadrilateral formations in the Indo-Pacific.
The other common concern is managing an increasingly
influential China. Mr. Abe will meet Mr. Modi a day after
he returns from a visit to Beijing, the first by a Japanese
Prime Minister in seven years. Mr. Modi has re-engaged
Beijing through multiple meetings with President Xi Jinping
this year. The Prime Ministers are bound to compare notes
on the way forward with their common neighbour, especially
on building and financing alternatives to China’s Belt and
Road projects for countries along the “Asia-Africa growth
corridor”.

On the bilateral front, there are several loose ends that Mr.
Modi and Mr. Abe will work to tie up. The Shinkansen bullet
train project has gathered speed, with the Japan International
Cooperation Agency releasing the first tranche of 75,500
crore recently. But it could still run into delays over land
acquisition issues. India and Japan have stepped up military
exchanges, and will begin negotiations on a landmark
acquisition and cross-servicing logistics agreement.
However, there has been little movement on the pending
purchase of ShinMaywa US-2 amphibian aircraft. And while
Japanese investment has grown several-fold in India, trade
figures are lower than levels five years ago. None of these
issues is insurmountable, and the larger concerns of how to
navigate uncharted and stormy geopolitical terrain, while
maintaining strong positions on the international rules-based
order, are likely to dominate Mr. Modi’s visit.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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HDFC Bank finds 68 used fake
papers for job, on a branch manager

GURUGRAM: One of India’s
largest private banks, HDFC
Bank, has filed a police
complaint against a Gurgaon-
based consultancy firm that
allegedly used forged
documents to place 68
candidates in various positions,
from assistant manager to
branch manager, with the bank
over two years. The racket was
exposed during a reference
check of an employee,
Geetanjali Bagga, by the bank
in February. According to the
bank’s police complaint, Bagga
joined HDFC Bank as an
assistant manager in October
2017. During the reference
check in February 2018, it came

to light that she had been
supported by Adeco
Consultancy during the
recruitment process and had
submitted forged salary slips,
experience certificates and
other documents. Bagga, during
an internal investigation,
revealed she had paid around
Rs 60,000 to Amit Choudhary,
who runs the agency. The bank
subsequently opened an
investigation into other
candidates who had been
placed through Adeco and
found 68 employees had
submitted forged documents in
the past couple of years while
joining HDFC Bank. Out of the
68, around 51 were employees

of the bank when the
investigation was being
conducted. One of them
revealed the agency was run by
Amit and his friend Satyendra
Pal. Other than Adeco, some
documents also used the names
Lotus Consultancy and Aspire
Consultancy. Satyendra, who
was the manager of HDFC
Bank’s Noida Sector 135
branch, told the bank,
according to the police
complaint, that he had himself
paid Rs 1.45 lakh to Adeco for
his selection. After joining the
bank, he used to train
candidates for interviews with
the bank and helped them in
clearing online tests.

Farmers against Wave project to protest daily

Greater Noida: Villagers of
Kacheda, who have been
protesting against a Wave
Group housing project over
additional compensation, said
they would hold daily agitations
outside Surajpur police lines
and would garner support from
neighbouring villages. On
Monday, 70 villagers flocked to
the police lines and demanded
they be arrested too.
Altogether 84 villagers were
arrested on Friday and
Saturday for refusing to hand
over to the developer land they
had sold in 2012. Two more
villagers were arrested on
Monday. A local Samajwadi
Party leader, Atul Pradhan,
who was on his way from
Meerut to meet the villagers,

was also arrested with four of
his accomplices. The farmers
of Kachera in Greater Noida
have refused to hand over land
for the Wave City housing
project, demanding 64% of the
amount already paid to them
as additional compensation.
They had moved the Allahabad
high court, which quashed their

appeal. The villagers have
grown crops on the land
earmarked for the project.
Trouble erupted last week
when workers of the builder
sought to start construction
work and allegedly drove
excavators on the field. “We
have been farming on our land
since 2005.

Two fall to death from 14th floor as scaffolding collapses

NOIDA: Two workers in
their 20s fell to death from the
14th floor of an under-
construction building of an
ATS condominium in Sector
132 after the scaffolding that
was supporting them gave
way. ATS said a wall at the
site had collapsed at the base
of the scaffolding, making its
foundation weak and causing
it to fall. The two labourers
who fell to their death were
identified as Murtaza (26) and
Sunny (20), both from Malda
district of West Bengal. The
accident triggered a protest by
around 200 labourers working

at Bouquet, who beat up some
officials of the company after
accusing them of not providing
them adequate safety gear.
No police complaint has been
registered yet. Labourers
present at the site said the
accident happened around
10.15am, but their version
differed from that of ATS.
They said a portion of a
concrete column came off the
main structure of the building
and fell on the scaffolding,
triggering the collapse. “The
iron bars holding the columns
and beams together had not
been interlocked properly.

Though they had been bolted,
the lock was not strong
enough. Engineers and
contractors are to blame for
this,” said Shahbuddin, a
labourer at the project site.
Hansraj Bhadouria, station
house officer of Expressway
police station, said police got
a call about the accident
around 10.30am. “We took
both labourers to Jaypee
Hospital in Sector 128, where
doctors declared them dead
on arrival. They are
saying something had fallen
on the scaffolding and it gave
way.
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‘Solvers’ among 7 arrested for
impersonating in railway exams

NOIDA: The Special Task
Force of UP Police on Friday
arrested seven members of a
gang, which used to send
“solvers” to online railway
recruitment exam in place of
actual candidates, from Noida’s
Sector 62 area. According to
STF officers, Sumit Pehlwan,
Vikrant, Naveen Malik, Sunny,
Sujeet, Sanjeet and Gajendra
used to morph photographs of
candidates in application forms.
Three of them used to appear
in exam centres as “solvers” as
well. Sujeet was the
mastermind of the gang which
provided “services” in
Chandigarh, Patiala, Sonipat

22-year-old Kkills self
in Sector 71 house

NOIDA: A 22-year-old youth
committed suicide by hanging
himself from the ceiling fan of
his house in Sai Apartment,
Sector 71 on Thursday. The
youth, identified as
Deepanshu, was originally
from Kanpur. Cops found a
suicide note on the spot though
the reason behind taking the
extreme step remains unclear.
According to police,
Deepanshu worked at a
private company in Sector 63
and was staying in the
apartment with his elder
brother Monu and his wife for
the past one year. “The
neighbour informed police and
Monu, who was at work at that
time,” an officer said.

b i
..
and Noida exam centres.
Rajkumar Mishra, DSP, Noida
STF, said the gang used to send
“solvers” to exam centres in
place of real candidates to take
the ‘Group D’ examination for
selection in railways. He added
that a diary had been recovered
from the arrested persons and
it revealed that the gang had
taken Rs 2 crore from 200
students.

Forensic lab, fifth in UP, set up for Noida, Ghaziabad cases

GREATER NOIDA: The
Allahabad high court has
ordered a CBI inquiry into the
death of 29-year-old Guddi,
who was allegedly beaten and
tortured by her parents-in-laws
for Rs 5 lakh and a Scorpio.
The central agency has been
given two months’ time to file
its report in the case. In an
order issued on October 29, a
bench comprising Justice Bala
Krishna Narayana and Justice
Ravindra Nath Kakkar also
pulled up the police for a lax
inquiry after the cops claimed
that the woman died a natural
death. The order came on a
writ petition filed by Guddi’s
father, who alleged that his
daughter was mentally and

physically tortured by her in-
laws for dowry. The father also
claimed that he had brought
her to his Kot village house in
an unconscious state on May
8 this year and admitted her to
a hospital in Gautam Budh
Nagar’s Badlapur area, where
she succumbed to her injuries
on May 13. J P Singh,
petitioner’s counsel, told TBC
that the court raised serious
questions on the investigation
report, wherein the police gave
a wrong name to the woman
and claimed that she died a
natural death. “The police had
recorded a statement of a
doctor from Swaroop Hospital
who stated that the patient,
named Kajal, was suffering

Near-complete Ghaziabad metro may miss Nov deadline

GHAZIABAD: The rising
pollution level in Ghaziabad could
soon cast a cloud on the nearly
complete Dilshad Garden-New
Bus Stand metro project, the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) fears. If
construction continues without
any hindrance, the project is
likely to see the light of day in
mid-November. The
apprehension came against the
backdrop of the Noida and
Ghaziabad administrations
imposing a blanket ban on all
private construction activities in
the twin cities till November 10.
On Monday, the air quality in
Ghaziabad remained in the
‘severe’ zone for the third
straight day. Officials in the

Ghaziabad administration,
however, said they would be
compelled to extend the ban on
all construction activities if the
air quality remained “severe”
over the next few days. Apart
from two metro projects, the
NH-24 is being widened in
Ghaziabad. GDA vice-
chairperson Kanchan Verma
said the agency was looking for
ways where the metro project
could be exempted from a
possible construction ban in
future. “We are already looking

1.8 lakh old vehicles face SC ban in Noida, Ghaziabad

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: The
transport authorities have their
task cut out for them in Noida
and Ghaziabad in the wake of
the Supreme Court’s order on
Monday, prohibiting the plying of
15-year-old petrol and 10-year-
old diesel vehicles in the National
Capital Region (NCR).
Currently, a total of 1.81 lakh
such ‘polluting’ vehicles are
registered in Noida and
Ghaziabad. The authorities said
they would comply with the
apex court’s directive that
requires transport departments
to impound old vehicles if found
plying in Delhi-NCR. Moreover,
the three-judge bench, while
reiterating the NGT’s earlier
orders, also asked authorities

concerned to prepare lists of
such old vehicles and publish
them on the websites of Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
and the transport departments of
NCR. Available data suggests
1,29,825 old vehicles, including
both petrol and diesel-run, are
currently plying in Ghaziabad
alone, while there are 51,745
such vehicles in Gautam Budh
Nagar. Ofthe 1.29 lakh vehicles,
1,11,730 petrol-run vehicles are
older than 15 years and 18,095
diesel-run vehicles are aged
over 10 years in Ghaziabad
district. Similarly, in Gautam
Budh Nagar, the number of
vehicles that should go offroads
1s 39,709 (petrol) and 12,036
(diesel), respectively. The

National Green Tribunal (NGT)
had prohibited diesel vehicles
older than 10 years and petrol
vehicles older than 15 years
from plying in Delhi-NCR in
April 2015, and then again in
July 2016. That such a
whopping number of old
vehicles are still found on roads
underlines the failure of the
authorities in implementing the
green tribunal’s earlier orders
in letter and spirit. Further,
sources revealed, the transport
departments had started issuing
no-objection certificates
(NOCs) to owners of old
vehicles soon after the NGT
orders, allowing them to use
their vehicles in other districts
of Uttar Pradesh.

for amiddle path through which
the Dilshad Garden-New Bus
Stand metro project could be
exempted from a possible ban,
should the administration decide
to extend it to all ongoing
projects,” said Verma. “As for
the project, major civil work is
already over. According to
DMRC, which is implementing
the project, work is going on at
metro stations. I don’t think this
should be as polluting as the
other projects” she added. The
GDA has asked DMRC to
ensure all green norms are
adhered to and there are no
violations. A fine of Rs 50,000
was imposed on DMRC by the
administration in September this
year for violating green norms.

from rectal cancer due to
which her life was in danger.
But the victim’s name is Guddi
and all her documents attest
that her name was not Kajal.
Also, the cops completely
ignored the visible injury marks
on her body,” said Singh. The
counsel further said the police
had informed the court that the
woman'’s viscera sample was
preserved. However, in spite
of several reminders, the
report is still awaited. Guddi
had married Rohit Bhadana, a
schoolteacher from Pali village
in Faridabad’s Sector 55, in
2011. She was allegedly beaten
up with a horsewhip and sharp
edged objects by a ‘tantrik’
hired by her in-laws.

Baby girl left
inside locked car,

fell unconscious

NOIDA: In a freak incident,
a 8-month-old baby girl fell
almost unconscious when she
was left unattended inside a
locked car parked outside a
market area here in Noida by
her parents, who left her for
some work. On Sunday, a
couple drove to Sector 110
Noida market and left their 8-
month-old daughter in the
locked car. The mother went
to apply mehendi for karwa
chauth, while the father went
for some shopping. After

sometime, the baby
felt suffocated and started
crying and soon fell
unconscious.

Panchayat member’s husband
found with bullet injuries

BAREILLEY On
Wednesday afternoon, 33-
year-old Mohammed Sartaj,
Najma Sartaj’s husband who
is a Zila Panchayat (ZP)
member from ward 16, was
found lying unconscious near
his brick kiln sustaining bullet
injuries. The incident occurred
in Sevapur village under
Asmauli police station in
Sambhal district. Police have
also recovered his licensed
pistol from the spot. On
getting the information, his
family members rushed to the
spot and took him the hospital
from where he was referred
to a higher facility in

Moradabad. At Moradabad
health facility, doctors found
his condition to be serious and
further referred him to Noida.
According to the police, Sartaj
owns a brick kiln in Sevapur
village. “As usual, on
Wednesday morning he had
arrived at his brick kiln along
with his nephew Arman. After
dropping him there, Arman
had left for the mosque. In the
afternoon, when Arman came
back to the kiln, he found him
missing and queried the
labourers about his uncle. “It
is yet to be cleared whether
Sartaj shot himself or he was
shot at by someone.
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Attempt to murder case against four men after their SUV hits BJP MLA’s car

AGRA: Four men were
booked under attempt to
murder charges on Friday after
the SUV in which three of them
were travelling hit the rear side
of the vehicle belonging to
Kanpur BJP MLA Vinod
Kumar Katiyar on Yamuna
expressway on Tuesday
afternoon. The accused have
been identified as Akash Dixit,
Rohit, Rajuand Lalit -- all under
30 years of age. Lalit is the
owner of the SUV and hails
from Noida, and the other three
are residents of Nehru garden
in Ghaziabad. Notably, Lalit
Sharma was neither driving the
SUV nor was in the vehicle
when the time accident took
place. The accused has been

booked under sections 307
(attempt to murder), 279 (rash
driving or riding on a public
way) and 427 (mischief causing
damage to the amount of fifty
rupees) of the Indian Penal
Code. According to police,
Lalit’s SUV hit the rear of
Vinod Kumar Katiyar’s vehicle
around 1:30 pm on Tuesday,
near Khandauli Yamuna
Expressway toll plaza. Akash
Dixit was driving the SUV
when it his the BIP MLA's car.
Katiyar, who is MLA from
Bhognipur in Kanpur Dehat
district, was returning to his
Noida home. His driver and
guard were in the vehicle when
the accident happened .
Speaking to TBC, Prashant

Now, fake NGO and call centre
busted in N01da, 13 held

NOIDA: City police busted yet
another fake call centre and an
NGO and arrested 13 people,
including five women, from
their offices in Sector 2. The
gang used to dupe people on
the pretext of providing jobs
and seeking donations for the
needy. In the past one month,
police have busted some six
fake call centres and arrested
as many as 68 people. On
Tuesday, a fake call centre
operating out of a building in
Sector 6, barely a few metres
away from the offices of SP
(city) and Noida Authority,
was busted and 18 youths
belonging to Delhi, Odisha,
Bihar and UP were arrested.
The latest raid on the fake call

centre and the NGO operating
out of a building in Sector 2
came on a tip-off. “The
accused were running an
NGO, named We Care
Foundation, on the ground floor
and a call centre called
‘Careerstreet.com’ on the first
floor of the same building,” said
Manoj Kumar Pant, SHO of
Sector 20 police station. “They
would dupe people by seeking
donations to help the needy in
the name of the NGO.

Tyagi, station house officer of
Khandauli said, “An FIR was
lodged based on the written
complaint of the MLA. Section
307 of IPC, mentioned in the
FIR, would be revoked if the
probe finds that it was just an
accident.” Talking to TBC over
phone, Vinod Kumar Katiyar
said, “The occupants of the
SUV attempted to kill me as it
was speeding around 150 kmph.
My SUV was standing at the
toll plaza when it was from the
rear. Though neither [ nor my
staff suffered any injury, it
seemed that the occupants of
the other SUV had the intention
to kill me.” Akash Dixit, Rohit
and Raju suffered minor injuries
in the accident and were taken

to hospital. They were sent to
jail after producing in court.
However, according to sources,
the three are being kept in the
police lock-up since Tuesday.
Sources claim that they are
being asked to coughup Rs 1.25
lakh as damages to the MLA.
Refuting the allegations,
Khandauli SHO Prashant Tyagi
said, “The injured are admitted
in hospital and not kept in
police lock-up.” Circle officer
Atul Kumar Sonkar of
Etampur said, “A police team
is probing the incident. No
accused has been detained.
On Friday, the three accused
were sent to 14 days remand
after getting court’s
permission.”

UP to start acquiring
Jewar land for airport

NOIDA: The UP government
on Tuesday issued a
notification for the acquisition
of 1,239 hectares of land for the
Jewar international airport
project. This means the process
of land acquisition can now
formally begin. The quantum of
land notified by the government
is only for the first phase of the
airport. The rest will be
acquired later. Surya Pal
Gangwar, special secretary in
the civil aviation department,
said the notification would be
published in the official gazette,
two daily newspapers and in
panchayat buildings so that it
can have a wider reach. Land
owners will be given two

months to give feedback and
suggestions, if any. During this
period, no farmer can sell or
buy land earmarked in the
notification. The notification
followed the consent of 70% of
land owners and its approval in
a social impact assessment
(SIA) report. Officials said the
notification that would be
shared with the villagers will
have detailed information on the
nature of the project, reasons
necessitating the displacement
of the affected persons, and a
summary of the SIA report.
Jewar SDM Prasun Dwivedi
said, “We have been
continuously working for this
project.

Noida OKSs freehold, owners to get full rights over homes

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
on Thursday approved
conversion of all leasehold
property in the city to freehold,
agreeing to a long-standing
demand from home and land-
owners who can now look
forward to full ownership
rights. The decision taken at
the 195th board meeting, will
need approval from the UP
government before it comes
into effect. Once it does, the
state — in this case, Noida
Authority — will cease to be
the lessor of all residential
property in Noida. As a result,
sale of plots, houses and flats
can happen without a no-

objection certificate from it.
Noida was established in 1976
under the UP industrial Act
and the Noida Authority held
the title rights of all land under
it. It acquired land from
farmers and then made
allotments in various categories
like residential, industrial and
commercial for a 90-year
lease. Conversion to freehold
means the change in title
ownership, through a mutation,
will be applicable to all
residential properties, including
plotted ones, builder floors and
housing society flats. The
decision, said realtors’
association Credai, will have a

positive impact on the sluggish
real estate market in Noida.
But conversion charges are
also likely to be applicable
when one goes in for a
mutation. Noida’s officer on
special duty Santosh Kumar
said, “In leasehold property, the
Noida Authority is the owner.
In freehold, residents will have
ownership rights.” This means
the owner is free to use the
property for any purpose, in
accordance with local
regulations. The sale and
purchase of freehold property
also does not require consent
from the state, and hence,
means less paperwork.

Credai’s NCR president
Pankaj Bajaj said, “In freehold
property, no permissions or
transfer charges are payable
while selling. Typically, other
things remaining the same, a
freehold property will sell for
about 10-15% higher than a
leasehold property.” This is
attributed to the fact that a
freehold property is seen as
encumbrance-free. Bajaj,
however, cautioned that
aspects such as freehold
conversion charges and the
kind of residual controls that
Noida Authority keeps would
also have an impact on the
decision.
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Fresh U-turn created to unclog Kisan Chowk

NOIDA: Nearly a month after
the traffic police closed Kisan
Chowk for those travelling
from Surajpur-Tilapta side
towards NH-24, another
diversion has been put in place
for those going towards
Bisrakh side from the national
highway. This U-turn was
suggested by cops after their
previous experiments failed to
reduce congestion at Kisan
Chowk. Now, commuters
travelling from NH-24 and
Tigri roundabout will not be
able to take a right turn from
Kisan Chowk to travel towards
Bisrakh and Greater Noida
West directly. Instead, they will
have to travel to the new U-
turn created about 100 metres

Science park soon
for government

school students

NOIDA: The district
administration of Gautam Budh
Nagar is planning to develop a
science park for government
school students. After a review
meeting with 25 CSR partners,
the administration decided that
HCL foundation will develop
the park. District magistrate B
N Singh said the administration
has signed MoUs with private
companies to improve quality of
learning in government schools.
“These private companies are
supporting infrastructural
upgrade, construction of toilets,
installation of smart classes and
setting up of libraries and
science labs.

ahead of the Kisan Chowk to
continue travelling towards
their destinations. “Those
travelling towards Greater
Noida West and Noida will
now travel till the U-turn
constructed before Ek Murti
roundabout,” said SP (traffic)
Anil Jha. Jersey barriers were
put in place on Thursday
evening, catching commuters
by surprise. Arjun Singh, a
resident of Sector 123, said any
diversion should be made only

after due prior intimation to
commuters. “In case, a
diversion is being planned,
commuters should be informed
about the same beforehand.
Otherwise, it leads to chaos,”
he said. However, Sanjeev
Dixit, who stays in Homes in
Sector 121, said while traffic
movement was relatively
smooth after the driversion,
“the tendency of commuters
travelling on the wrong side to
avoid the cuts needs to be
checked by the police”. In
early September, the traffic
police had closed the direct
movement of vehicles from
Greater Noida West towards
NH-24 by placing barriers on
one part of the stretch.

For conversion to freehold, Noida
likely to follow Delhi’s model

NOIDA: A day after the
Noida Authority decided to
send a proposal for
conversion of all leasehold
property in the city to freehold,
officials said the modalities of
conversion would be similar to
that in Delhi Development
Authority. In Delhi, the DDA
offers online and offline
process for conversion. The
applicant is required to fill the
form and attach his or her
lease agreement and an
affidavit. The applicant has to
declare that no dues are
pending. The DDA examines
the application and executes
the process. After this, the
applicant has to visit the

stamps and registration
department to complete the
formalities of registration for
freehold property. The
conversion from leasehold to
freehold may take 45 days.
Noida’s chief architect
planner Satish Gaur said
though the Noida board had
approved the conversion, the
final decision would be taken
by the state government. “For
freehold property, the owners
must submit a one-time lease
rent, and the building’s
construction should be as per
the rules. The government
may decide certain conversion
fee for mutating leasehold
property to freehold,” he said.

Effect of speeding on expressways? Accidents see huge rise in Noida

NOIDA: Increase in traffic
volume on the city’s roads due
to the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway and speeding
vehicles on this and other
expressways have been
blamed for the whopping
increase in accidents and
related fatalities as well as
injuries this year in Noida. In
2017, there were 1,043
accidents in the city whereas
3,163 accidents have been
recorded this year till August.
Similarly, the number of deaths
and injured persons in these
accidents were 423 and 892,
respectively, last year. On the
other hand, 1,364 persons have
died and 2,399 have been
injured in the past eight

Noida asks traders to take
‘green cracker’ pledge

NOIDA: The Noida
administration is yet to issue
licences to vendors for selling
crackers this year. The
administration on Wednesday
called a meeting with firecracker
vendors and asked them to take
apledge to follow the apex court
guidelines. The meeting was
also attended by members of
FONRWA and Noida
Entrepreneurship Association.
“They have been informed
about the environmental issues
and the Supreme Court order on
firecrackers. The vendors have
promised that they will only sell
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‘green crackers’,” said

Shailendra Mishra, Noida city
magistrate. Mishra said the UP
government’s direction on the
issue was expected by
Thursday. “We will go through
the government order and then
issue licences. But no licence
will be issued for firecrackers
other than green ones,” he
added. The administration plans
toissue 50 licences to vendors,
against last year’s 100. Sonu
Kumar, a vendor, said usually
licences are issued ten days in
advance. “We need to get
NOCs from the police, fire
department, and the
administration.

D
py

months. Comparing the data in
the years between 2014 and
2018 reveals that there has
been a 224% spike in
accidents between 2014 and
2018. Similarly, there has been
a 253% increase in related
fatalities. The data for 2018 is
for the period between
January and August and will
only go up till the end of this
year. Meanwhile, in
Ghaziabad, 329 people have
lost their lives in 822 accidents
till October this year. As many

NMRC to lease out space
in metro stations for
food kiosks

NOIDA: NMRC has
decided to lease out space in
at least three metro stations
for commercial outlets, food
stalls and other kioks.
NMRC officials said the
decision to offer space on
lease was part of a plan to
explore options of revenue
generation. The metro
stations that will have scope
for bigger outlets are Sector
51, 83 andl137. PD
Upadhyaya, executive
director of NMRC, said
space for outlets would be
leased out on the basis of
square metres. These outlets
can sell food, beverages, etc.

as 627 people were also injured
during this period. There were
only 714 accidents last year in
which 318 people had died. As
the road safety month
commenced on Thursday, the
data indicates that much more
needs to be done to bring down
these numbers. The number of
challans issued to the speeding
vehicles in Noida this year
shows that it is emerging to be
amajor problem. According to
traffic police, 1,62,347 of the
total 4,49,011 challans issued
from January to October 2018
have been for speeding. The
highway traffic management
system (HTMS) easily detects
traffic violations but a person
gets a challan after months and

there is no immediate action
against him/her. In May this
year, TBC had reported that
only 35,124 challans generated
till September 10, 2017, had
been sent to violators via post.
While one person had been
caught speeding by CCTV
cameras as many as 68 times
from February 2017 to
February 2018, another had
been caught speeding as many
as 72 times between August
2016 and February 2017.
Traffic police said that many
persons, who had their
vehicles registered at a
particular address, changed
their location and made it
difficult for them to recover
fines. “Intimation is an issue.

Noida to give cracker sales
licences, unlike Delhi, Gurugram

NOIDA: Sale of only ‘green’
crackers will be officially
allowed in Noida and Greater
Noida from November 4. This
was announced by the district
administration on Friday. No
licences have been issued in
Delhi and Gurugram. “‘Sale and
use of firecrackers will be
allowed in the twin cities on the
basis of the guidelines of
Supreme Court. All measures
will be taken to ensure absolute
compliance of the rules
specified by the court. Anyone
flouting the rules will be held in
contempt,” district magistrate
BN Singh said. The number of
firecracker sellers in the district

T

would be half the number
allowed to sell two years ago.
While the area for sale of
crackers will be decided by
Noida Authority, only 50% of
sellers who had applied in year
2016 will get permission this
year. School will need to
sensitize students on the usage
of crackers. Toxic crackers
which contain antimony, lithium,
mercury, arsenic, strontium
chromate are prohibited.
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