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In rush to shift Pratap
Vihar landfill...
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CBSE cancels Ghaziabad
school’s affiliation

GHAZIABAD: The Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has withdrawn
provisional affiliation of Holy
Angel’s Public School in Kavi
Nagar for flouting norms of
affiliation and examination,
with immediate effect. As per
the notice served by CBSE’s
assistant secretary (affiliation),
the number of students enrolled
for the 2018 boards, and
subsequent registration for the
following year, was of a higher
extent and not in proportion
with the required infrastructure
of the school. CBSE’s
committee carried out an audit

Hed T At e a4
CENTRAL BOARD OF SECOMDARY EDUCATION

of the school in January this
year, and reported that there
were only two sections from
classes 9th-12th each. There
were 320 students in Class 9th
and 400 in 11th for the
academic session 2017-18, but
the infrastructure was not in
consonance with the number
of students, which is a
violation. Students registered
for board exams in 2019 will
be allowed to appear.
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EDITORIAL

Case for abolishing
anti-profiteering arm

The National Anti-Profiteering Authority’s (NAA) move to
slap a penalty of Rs 380 crore on Hindustan Unilever Ltd
(HUL) for alleged failure to pass on to consumers the lower
incidence of GST on its products is irrational. It takes away
from India’s claim to be working to improve ease of doing
business. NAA’s arbitrariness makes a case for its abolition.

The GST Council had recommended rate reductions — from
28% to 18% and 18% to 12% — on a variety of goods on
November 10, 2017. And industry was mandated to lower
rates from the midnight of November 14,2017, in four days’
time. This is not logistically feasible for products already out
in the market: no one can recall millions of units of shampoo,
toothpaste, soap, etc, to reprint packaging to reflect new tax
rates and prices. During the time it took to print fresh
packaging material with revised prices, HUL took the decision
to raise the selling price to the distributor and offer the
government the excess so recovered, instead of lowering
the price charged to the distributor and creating the possibility
of retail networks profiteering from a lower bulk price while
the printed MRP reflected the unrevised, higher tax rate.
The company has now been penalised for enriching the
exchequer, instead of letting traders profiteer. NAA has
faulted HUL for not effecting uniform price cuts on stock-
keeping units (SKUs) jargon for the pack sizes without
looking at the net effect of the pricing changes. Profiteering
would mean making extra money, not varying the SKU size
for pricing convenience. On what basis has the NAA
determined that price changes on some SKUs alone are
valid? Such arbitrariness strengthens the case for abolishing
the NAA, and leaving things to the Competition Commission
of India to handle any unfair trade practice.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

14 injured in Noida blaze, lanes
too narrow for fire tenders

NOIDA: At least 14 people
were injured in the fire which
broke out in a house in Noida’s
Behlolpur village on Sunday
night. With police and fire
tenders arriving almost an hour
late late at the spot, it was the
villagers who turned saviours
for the three families and
tenants sleeping in the three-
storeyed house. The
occupants, who were caught
unaware by the fire, have been
badly injured, with two of them
in a critical condition. While
two of the injured persons have
been admitted to Safdarjung
hospital in Delhi, four of them
have been admitted to the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of
Kailash Hospital. The injured
persons include Inderpal, his
wife Renu, their son Sonu (15),
Inderpal’s brother Bhupinder,
two children Ravi (10) and

Prince (11), and tenants
Yoginder, Bhairav, Gaurav,
Abhishek and Kuldeep.
Inderpal’s brothers Tejveer
and Gajender, as well as
Tejveer’s wife Shashi,
suffered minor injuries. While
Inderpal — an executive in a
private company — was
staying on the ground floor
with his wife and son, the
families of the other two
brothers were staying on the
third and fourth floors. Rooms
on the second floor had been
rented out. Tejveer told TBC
that fire was caused due to a
short circuit and spread in
minutes due to the three
motorcycles parked on the
ground floor. “The bikes caught
fire soon after the short circuit
around 10.30pm on Sunday,
but we were unaware as we
had fallen asleep.
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Controversy erupts over
waste pile-up in Nithari
NOIDA: The ongoing strike by
house-keeping staff has led to
another controversy, with
locals from Nithari village
objecting to garbage strewn
inside and outside the premises
of district hospital. Some locals
who had gathered to offer
prayers in a small area
opposite the district early
intervention centre (DEIC) on
Tuesday objected to the
garbage strewn around the
dustbin kept outside a small
gate where the idols of their
village deity and Lord Shiva
are placed. According to them,
the idols have been present
ever since the villagers gave
up their land for the hospital
building.

Christmas
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Giriraj’s programme ‘denied’ permission

NOIDA: The district
administration on Tuesday
‘refused’ to give permission to
Union minister Giriraj Singh to
sit in for a dharna demanding
population control at the city
magistrate’s office in Sector
19. The minister later
addressed media persons in
Sector 31. The minister was
scheduled to participate in a
programme organised by
Jansankhya  Samadhan
Foundation as chief guest. He
said the foundation had
submitted a memorandum to
the President with signatures of
nearly 125 MPs for a law on
population control. “Population
control is a must for India’s
development. But some people

rush, new

traffic plan cause snarls

NOIDA: Traffic police has
extended the barriers on the
stretch from Film City to
DLF Mall of India, in order
to segregate vehicles coming
from Delhi towards the mall
on the Maharaja Agrasen
Marg. While the move was
aimed at curbing wrong-side
driving, the Christmas rush
and breakdown of a DTC bus
led to snarls on the Marg on
Tuesday. Because of jersey
barriers installed between
Sector 16A and Film City
flyover, commuters coming
down the flyover who
wanted to go to the Mall of
India were unable to directly
take the route and instead
had to travel ahead to take
a U-turn and return to the

Property deeds to go online
in Noida from January 1

NOIDA: All work related to
registration or transfer of
residential property and
similar services can only be
done online from January 1,
the Noida Authority has
decided. Until now, people
had the option of executing
such work manually.
Officials said the move
would  bring  more
transparency and efficiency
at workplace. Rajesh Kumar
Singh, OSD to the Noida
Authority, said online
services were launched in
November.

Film City-Sector 18
carriageway. Due to heavy
flow of traffic from the
Delhi-Noida route, vehicles
lined up till the Film City
area. On the opposite
carriageway, traffic was at
a standstill. Between Spm
and 8 pm, traffic remained
slow on the Shashi Chowk-
Logix Mall route too, with
many commuters lining up
on the road. There were
snarls on Botanical Garden-
TGIP Mall road also.

with vested interest usually
associate population control
with a particular religion and
community,” he said. The
minister said the government
should make a law for
population control or the country
will face a “civil war” in coming
days. India’s population is
nearing China’s population and
in coming days it will exceed.
He said India has world’s 18%
population but only 2% land and
the underground water level is
decreasing.

Power supply
restored on wrong
line, worker dies

NOIDA: A 36-year-old
labourer died after an official
at the sub-station allegedly
switched on the panel he was
working on, triggering
protests outside Sector 62
sub-station on Sunday.
Naushad Ansari (36), a
resident of Araria in Bihar,
who had recently started
working at a site opposite the
Sector 58 police chowki
where cabling work was
going on, died due to the
negligence of the power
officials. According to
Naushad’s nephew Sultan,
the contractor under whom
he had been working, had
recently taken the tender for
cable work in the area
around Khoda.

Couple sell ganja outside
schools, held with 2 others

NOIDA: A woman-run
marijuana packing factory
was busted and three of her
accomplices were also
arrested in Sector 18 on
Monday morning. The
arrested persons also used to
sell marijuana outside
schools, colleges and other
public places. Police said
Hema and her husband
Sanjay, a resident of
Tikamgarh in Madhya
Pradesh, were the kingpin of
the gang. They also have a

11-month-old son who has
also been sent to jail along
with Hema. The other
arrested accomplices have
been identified as Papu Shah,
a resident of Sector 9 in
Noida and Sajid alias Shahid
from Dankaur in Greater
Noida. Police said the gang
was given “protection” by a
senior journalist in Noida,
who is currently absconding.
The gang members smuggled
the weed from Ghaziabad and
Bihar.
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Shop owner, son held for
thrashing 13-year-old helper

GHAZIABAD: An
automobile repair shop owner
and his son were arrested late
on Monday night for beating
up a 13-year-old helper for not
fixing the tyre puncture
properly. The boy was also
made to stand like a rooster.
After a passerby made a video
clip of the act and forwarded
it to the police after which the
accused was arrested. The
shop owner, Shree Bhagwan,
and his son Sandeep, residents
of Ashok Nagar in Sihani Gate
area, have been booked under
Section 75 (cruelty to child) of
the Juvenile Justice Act, which

Father-son found dead
in Ghaziabad field

GHAZIABAD: A father-son
duo was murdered in Niwadi
area of Ghaziabad on Sunday
allegedly over a land dispute in
their family. The victims have
been identified as Preetam
Singh (70) and his son Subash
(35). Police suspect the
murders were committed by
Singh’s younger son Bablu
over family dispute. He is
currently absconding. Police
said, throats of the two men
had been slit with a sharp-
edged weapon. “Investigations
have revealed that Bablu had
been living separately from his
father Preetam Singh and his
family and had a dispute with
his father over land,” SP (rural)
Arvind Maurya said.

Where’s traffic
asks Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration has written to
the Ghaziabad Development
Authority, expressing concern
over the delay on the part of
the Central Road Research
Institute in submitting a traffic
mobility plan for the city. The
CRRI, says it has submitted a
mobility plan for only
Indirapuram and Modinagar as
GDA is yet to release funds for
the entire project. “The CRRI,
which was roped in by GDA
in February, was expected to
submit traffic mobility plan,
suggesting short and long-term
measures aimed to decongest
the city. But barring
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is punishable with jail upto three
years or with a fine of Rs 1
lakh or both. The FIR was
lodged on the basis of the
complaint filed by sub-
inspector Krishan Kumar, who
conducted a raid at the shop in
Nehru Nagar on Monday night,
said Sanjay Kumar Pandey,
SHO of Sihani Gate police
station.

Senior citizen held
for molesting 8-

year-old
GHAZIABAD: A 75-year-
old man, a resident of a
highrise society in
Indirapuram, has been
arrested for molesting an
eight-year-old girl inside the
society’s lift on Monday
afternoon. The Class III
student was accompanied by
her 11-year-old friend who
also gave a statement
against the accused. The
girl’s father told police said
that the elderly man had
molested his daughter three-
four times in the past as
well, but the girl did not
complain out of fear.

Carbon factory allowed to
start operations again

GHAZIABAD: After being
closed down for nearly two
months, the Central Pollution
Control Board’s (CPCB)
chairman and Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board’s
appellate committee have
given Continental Carbon
permission to resume
operations in its Ghaziabad
factory. The carbon black
manufacturing multinational
company was closed down
on simultaneous orders of
CPCB and UPPCB in
November for flouting
pollution control norms. AP
Abraham, senior general

In rush to shift Pratap Vihar landfill,
Ghaziabad plans waste centres in wards

GHAZIABAD: Racing
against time to stop waste
dumping at the Pratap Vihar
landfill site by January 15 as per
the order given by the NGT
panel on solid waste
management, the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC)
convened an emergency board
meeting on Monday. With
around 100 councillors, the
mayor and the municipal
commissioner present at the full-
house meeting, the GMC board
passed several orders to ensure
compliance with the directive.
“As the situation stands now, the
Galand landfill site is not a
feasible option for the dumping
of civic waste. We needed out-

mobility plan?
administration

Indirapuram and Modinagar,
CRRI has so far not submitted
the plan,” said DM Ritu
Maheshwari. “A letter in this
regard has been written to
GDA to prevail upon CRRI to
submit the plan at the earliest,”
she added. When asked about
the delay, a CRRI official said
the GDA has still not released
second instalment of the funds,
which has held up the work.

of-the-box solutions,” said C P
Singh, municipal commissioner.
The corporation has decided to
set up one waste segregation or
collection centre for every 5-10
wards. “Civic waste collected
from wards will be segregated
at these centres for dry and wet
waste. Dry waste like wood,
glass and metal will be sold off
for reuse. We hope to reduce
civic waste by 70%. The
remaining 30% of wet or

Mall takes off cameras,
traders protest

GHAZIABAD: Shop owners
of an Indirapuram-based mall
met police officers on Monday
and demanded that an FIR be
lodged  against  the
management for allegedly
dismantling and taking away
32 CCTV cameras from its
premises. The shop owners of
Harsha City Mall in Shakti
Khand 2 claimed that they had
installed the CCTV cameras at
a cost of Rs 1.5 lakh just two
months ago to keep tab on
vehicle-lifting and theft cases
from the premises. Earlier in
the day, the shopkeepers also
protested outside the premises
of the mall alleging police
inaction on their complaint.

kitchen waste will be dumped
at the Galand site for the time
being, where we have 19 acres
of land at present,” said
councillor Rajender Tyagi. A
total of 32 acres of land is
required for the purpose. In the
meantime, the GMC will be on
the lookout for low-lying areas
within municipal limits for
developing a sanitary landfill
site, where waste is isolated
from the environment until it is
safe. “We will have to
concentrate on developing a
sanitary landfill site. Segregated
waste will be dumped and
levelled, and enzymes will be
sprinkled on it to ensure
degradation.

manager of Continental
Carbon India Ltd (CCIL),
said, “The CPCB on
November 5 and UPPCB on
November 3 had issued
closure notices on the
grounds that we were not
complying with pollution
norms. We had challenged
the decisions with CPCB
chairman and UPPCB’s
appellate committee and got
reprieve.” CCIL had
contended before the
appellate committee that
UPPCB decided to close
down the industry without
even hearing it out.

Raped in 2016,
harassed near home

GHAZIABAD: Two men
were arrested on Sunday for
allegedly harassing a minor
girl while she was returning
home from tuitions. The girl,
a l6-year-old, had earlier
been raped in Bulandshahr in
2016. The girl and her 35-
year-old mother had
allegedly been gang-raped
by a dozen men off a
highway near Dostpur
village in July 2016 after
being dragged out of a car.
Police said the girl was
returning home on her
scooter after tuitions in
Noida around 5.30pm on
Saturday when three men on
a bike stopped her.

Stray bites kid playing cricket in society

GHAZIABAD: A 12-year-old
boy was bitten by a stray dog
while playing cricket in the
playground of Crossings
Republik’s GH-7 residential
society on Tuesday afternoon.
The society’s RWA said there
were over 100 stray dogs who
roam around in the society and
despite numerous complaints to
the civic bodies and the NGO,
People for Animals, no step
has been taken. Vaivashwat
Tripathi, a student of Class VI,
was playing with his friends
when he was bitten on his left
thigh around 1pm. “The kids
ran for cover after my son was
mauled. More than 15 such
cases have taken place in the
society in the past few months.

The authorities are not doing
anything about it,” said Vishal
Pandit, the boy’s father. He
added that such cases are not
only instilling fear among
residents, but putting monetary
burden on victims. “Apart from
anti-rabies vaccines, doctors
also recommend a serum
treatment which is costly,” he
added. In June this year, a
group of residents from the
same society had taken out a
candle march against stray dog
menace. Residents had
written a letter to district
authorities, including district
magistrate and municipal
corporation commissioner,
alleging a rise in stray dog
attacks.
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Engineer objects to burning garbage in open, thrashed

GHAZIABAD: A 35-year-
old engineer with a Singapore-
based MNC was thrashed
allegedly by three men after he
objected to open burning of
garbage in his neighbourhood
in Ghaziabad. The victim,
Mohit Garg, had complained
that smoke emanating from the
garbage was entering his flat,
making breathing difficult for
him, apart from putting the
neighbourhood at the risk of a
fire. The crime on December
12 was caught on a CCTV
camera. A case was registered
at Sahibabad police station on
Garg’s complaint following
which two of the accused,
Shaukeen and Irshad, were

arrested but were later

released on bail. On
Wednesday, police conducted
an inquiry again after Garg
complained that the duo had
been threatening him after
being released on bail. He had
lodged the second complaint
with senior police officers
during tehsil diwas on
Tuesday. Garg lives with his
wife, Parul, a lawyer, and two
daughters in a third-floor flat

Ghaziabad to supply treated
sewage water to factories

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation (GMC) is working
on a plan to supply treated
sewage water to industries so
they do not resort to extracting
water from below the ground
illegally. A private company has
prepared a detailed project
report (DPR) for setting up a
tertiary sewage water
treatment plant at the GMC’s
two plants in Dundehera and
Indirapuram. The DPR has
been placed before a GMC
board for approval. Once the
plan is approved by the state
government, it can be
implemented. “There are ten

industrial belts across
Ghaziabad. Even though
Ghaziabad comes under ‘dark
zone’ and the NGT and Central
Ground Water Board have
banned extraction of ground
water, especially for non-
potable use, industries across
the city have been illegally
harnessing ground water,” said
Anand Tripathi, executive
engineer in the water works
department. “We have come up
with a plan where we intend to
treat waste water in our plants
in Indirapuram and Dundehera
and transport it to industries
through a well-connected
pipeline network,” he added.

in Gauri Palace housing society
in Shalimar Garden Extension
I. Shaukeen and Irshad run a
grocery store opposite a
vacant plot of land near the
housing society. On December
12, Garg was assaulted on
reaching home after dropping
his seven-year-old daughter for
her classes in Arwachin Bal
Bharati School in Vivek Vihar
of Delhi. “Parul had
accompanied me to the school
too. As soon as we parked our
110 car in front of the society,
we noticed a huge pile of
garbage set on fire in the
vacant plot by Irshad’s
mother. Parul hurried upstairs
to make breakfast so that I

could go for a scheduled
conference call to my head
office in Singapore at 8 am. |
stayed downstairs and tried
persuading Irshad’s mother,
who is over 70 years old, to
douse the fire. I told her the
smoke was unbearable and it
could lead to a fire in the plot.
However, she lost her temper,”
Garg told TBC. Irshad, his
brother Shaukeen and his son
Sameer barged towards Garg
and roughed him up after
catching hold of his shirt collar.
The men desisted only after
residents of the housing society
intervened. “They were
released on bail in the evening
itself.

CM to launch 25 infrastructural
projects in Ghaziabad on DEC 23

GHAZIABAD: A day ahead
of chief minister Yogi
Adityanath’s visit to Ghaziabad,
the entire machinery was on an
overdrive on Saturday, giving
final touches to the preparations.
The chief minister is expected
to either inaugurate or lay
foundation stones for nearly 25
projects in the district worth Rs
325 crore. As per the itinerary,
the CM will arrive at Hindon air
base at around 12.45 pm on
Sunday and from there he will
take a chopper to reach Patla
village where he will unveil the
statue of former prime minister
Chaudhary Charan Singh. He
will all also launch many welfare
schemes including a degree

~T B _--_‘

college in Modinagar. He is
scheduled to take a chopper
from Patla at 1.35 pm from
where he will reach CISF ground
in Indirapuram to participate in
aprogramme at Ramlila Ground
in Indirapuram’s Shakti Khand.
According to officials, he will lay
the foundation stone for a
political training institute in Raj
Nagar Extension which will
come up a cost of Rs 168 crore.

Companies not accountable, Noida says on namaz notice

NOIDA: The Noida
administration on Tuesday
distanced itself from a notice
sent by a police officer that
warned 23 companies of penal
action if their Muslim
employees congregated at a
park for Friday prayers, but
insisted permission from the
government was needed for
any religious gathering at a
public place, citing a 2009
Supreme Court order. The
notice’s overreach put the
administration in a spot as the
Yogi Adityanath government is
banking on the Noida-Greater
Noida-Yamuna Expressway
region to attract investment
worth thousands of crores to
the state. Only last Sunday, at

apublic meeting in Ghaziabad’s
Indirapuram, Yogi promised
UP will see investments of Rs
1 lakh crore in January 2019.
But with Sector 58 SHO
Pankaj Rai’s missive to the
companies eliciting angry
reactions, district magistrate B
N Singh and police chief Ajay
Pal Sharma went into damage-
control at a joint press
conference, saying companies
would not be held liable. “I
reiterate that the companies
and business houses are not

liable for employees’ religious
beliefs and prayers. The
district administration will talk
to the companies and clear the
doubts, if any,” he said, adding,
an application for permission to
offer Friday prayers at the
Sector 58 park was filed two
weeks ago and was still under
consideration when the SHO
chose to send the notices. The
DM also claimed Rai’s notice
only concerned a Noida
Authority park in Sector 58,
which had in recent weeks
seen a big jump in the
number of people offering
namaz, and not the entire
city. Though Rai was ticked
off for not informing higher
officials before sending the

notice to the companies,
Singh said the SHO had
acted with “bonafide”, and
not “malafide”, intentions.
The park in question is
located in Sector 58 (A
block) and namaz is being
offered there for years. Of
late, police said, the size of
the gathering had swollen to
500. However, Adil Rashid,
who is involved in organizing
Friday prayers at the park,
differed. He said earlier this
month, a man wearing a
saffron scarf had visited the
prayer site and made videos
with his mobile phone. “He
disturbed the prayers and
threatened us to shut the
namaz practice.
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200 illegal colonies on fresh list of
Ghaziabad Development Authority

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Development Authority has sent
a revised list of 200 illegal or
unauthorised colonies in the
district to the stamp and
registration department to stop
their registration. In the original
list, there were 321 colonies, out
of which the names of 121
colonies were subsequently
removed due to wrong addresses
orambiguous mention of places
or other details. “The GDA,
which sent the revised list, has
struck off 121 colonies. As a
result, only 200 colonies remain
in the list which are, as of now,
could be termed illegal and
unauthorised,” said the official.

Investment board okays
Ghaziabad metro,
Centre nod soon

GHAZIABAD: The Public
Investment Board (PIB) on
Wednesday gave its in-
principle approval for the
Dilshad Garden-New Bus
Adda metro project.
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) vice-
chairperson Kanchan Verma
said the approval came after
PIB expressed satisfaction
over the project presentation
made by Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)
officials at a meeting. “The
PIB was satisfied with the
presentation made by
DMRC for its Dilshad
Garden-New Bus Adda
metro project.

- : S | .
He, however, added that the
GDA has been asked to rework
on the omitted colonies so that in
future it could be assimilated in
the final list. The GDA, on other
hand, claimed that since the list
of illegal colonies is vast and
spread across eight zones, it will
be needing some time to do
away with the inaccuracies in
terms of details of the omitted
colonies.

Kaushambi’s

Ghaziabad seeks 32
acres for waste plant

GHAZIABAD: Faced with
the prospects of non-availability
of Pratap Vihar landfill site after
January 15 due to the orders of
the NGT panel on solid waste
management, the municipal
commissioner has written to
the Ghaziabad Development
Authority to make land
available at Galand soon for the
landfill. So far, the GDA has
managed to lay hands only on
18 acres of land in Galand out
of total 32 acres required for
the purpose. The GDA, under
the integrated residential
township project policy, is
supposed to get the land from
a consortium of builders.

parking mess

Ghaziabad constable
booked for robbery

GHAZIABAD: An FIR has
been registered against a
constable posted with a police
response vehicle (PRV) on a
complaint by a BJP Yuva
Morcha city vice-president for
robbery, attempt to murder,
criminal intimidation and other
serious charges on Thursday.
The complainant, Monu Tyagi,
aresident of Jagriti Vihar, said
that while he was passing by
Sanjay Nagar police outpost
around 3pm on Tursday, he
saw two groups arguing. The
BJP leader claimed he
intervened as he knew the
people quarrelling among

may end as 5

contractor licences cancelled 1, a .

GHAZIABAD: Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation
(GMC) has terminated the
parking contracts of five
vendors operating in
Kaushambi. The termination
comes after the National
Green Tribunal (NGT)
ordered the authorities to take
steps to reduce pollution and
traffic congestion in the area
earlier this year. The
Kaushambi Apartments
Welfare Association
(KARWA) had approached
the green tribunal with a
petition against parking in
Kaushambi, claiming that
parking along the stretch from

45-year-old engineer charred to
death in car in Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA: A 45-
year-old man’s charred body
was found in a burnt Ford
Ikon near DPS Society in
Kasna, Greater Noida, on
Tuesday morning. Cops said
the man was identified as
Pawan Dhiman, an engineer
at an IT firm, who was on
his way home after a night
shift when the 10-year-old
diesel car caught fire,
probably due to a short
circuit, around 5am. No
complaint has been filed yet.
Pawan, originally from Una
district of Himachal Pradesh,
was a resident of Sector Pi
1, Greater Noida. He is

survived by his wife Reeta
Kumari and a 15-year-old
son. “We received
information around 5.15am
from a group of joggers who
spotted the burning vehicle
with a man sitting in it.
Following this, a team of
firefighters reached the spot
and controlled the fire, after
which the body was taken
out. The car was locked
from inside,” said Ramphal
Singh, SHO, Kasna police
station. Singh added that the
man was identified by his
family members by the
button of the blazer that he
was wearing.

Yashoda Hospital to
Kaushambi township is
contributing to traffic
congestion and air pollution in
the area as the service road
and footpaths have been
encroached by parking
vendors. The GMC has also
written to the district
magistrate, SSP and the SHO
concerned, telling them that
parking on the stretch will be
illegal from now on and action
should be taken against
violators. The corporation also
requested them to clear the
entire stretch of encroachers
and parked vehicles. “The 1.2-
km stretch from Yashoda

Entrepreneurs ask
for designated, clean
spots for workers
who offer namaz

Noida-based entrepreneurs
have suggested that the district
administration and Noida
Authority consider a specific
spot for Muslim employees to
offer their daily and Friday
namaz which does not cause
any hindrance to others. “A
significant number of workers
in Noida’s factories is
Muslims. Due to lack of a
designated or available clean
area, they end up offering their
prayers in the middle of the
roads. We believe that for any
community, offering prayers
should be in a clean and
peaceful place.

been completely taken over by
parking vendors. They have
encroached on the service
road, the footpath and
sometimes even parts of the
road,” said KARWA president
Vinay Mittal. “In our petition
filed with NGT over air and
noise pollution in Kaushambi,
we had highlighted how these
parking areas have become a
cause for frequent jams, which
lead to increased vehicular
pollution.

themselves and got the matter
settled. But constable Jitendra
Baliyan allegedly started
misbehaving with him and even
beat him up. “The constable
wanted to extract money from
the two groups, so he became
infuriated when I resolved the
matter,” he said. “He started
abusing me and when I
objected to it, he pushed me
inside the police outpost. He
banged my head against the
wall and pushed me to the
ground. He continued beating
me for some time and later
threated to shoot me if he saw
me again.

Two missing from
Ghaziabad school
since Wednesday

GHAZIABAD: Two teenage
students of a boarding school in
Sihani Gate area have been
reported missing from the school
premises since Wednesday
evening. The principal of
Maharshi Dayanand Sanskrit
Gurukul, Dinesh Shukla, has
lodged a missing person’s
complaint at Sihani Gate police
station on Friday. He also
distributed pamphlets with the
pictures of Bittu and Rahul, both
aged around 16 years. Bittu, a
resident of Sikrod village, and
Rahul, who is from Indirapuram,
were last seen on Wednesday
evening strolling on the
playground.

Ghaziabad Development Authority
ready to fund new bridge over Hindon

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) has
decided to fund the
construction of a new bridge
over the Hindon river, with
the state public works
department (PWD) washing
its hands off the project more
than a year after the old
structure was declared
unsafe and closed to traffic
after its pillars developed
cracks. “Since the PWD has
declined to bear the cost of
construction of the new bridge
over the Hindon river, it is up
to the GDA now to bear the
cost,” Kanchan Verma, vice

chairperson, GDA, told TBC.
“The estimated cost of
construction of the bridge
after demolishing the existing
one is Rs 18 crore and it will
be the UP State Bridge
Corporation which will be
doing it,” she added. But
barring the new one, which
connects Vasundhara via an
overbridge, the other two are
narrow and witness frequent
traffic snarls.
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