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Two held for thrashing
cops in Ghaziabad
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Two held for thrashing
cops in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Two men
were arrested on Thursday for
allegedly thrashing policemen at
Loni Border police station. The
incident occurred on Thursday
when the accused also
reportedly tore down their
uniforms. Police said the two
accused had first damaged an
auto rickshaw and thrashed its
driver in an inebriated condition,
and when cops tried to
intervened, they assaulted them
also. Someone recorded the
incident on his mobile phone and
shared the video on social
media platforms. In the over
two-minute video clip, four
policemen could be seen trying
to overpower the two men who
were hurling abuse on them.

The accused have been
identified as Deepak and Amit,
both daily wagers and residents
of Loni Border area. The
incident took place around 12am
on Thursday. SP (Rural) AK
Maurya said, “The accused
were heavily drunk and under
its influence had damaged the
autorickshaw of one Ahmad
Hasan. They also clashed with
locals who tried to stop them
from breaking the vehicle’s
windshield. In this regard, an
report was lodged against the
accused by Hasan under IPC
sections 323,504, 506 and 427.”
“However, the duo did not stop
there, and started abusing the
sub-inspector and two home
guards who tried to arrest them.
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EDITORIAL

Amritsar disaster

avoidable tragedy

The ghastly Dasara disaster at Amritsar that has left 59
people dead is a harsh reminder, if any were needed, that
government departments have not yet taken official protocols
for safety at mass gatherings seriously. In the aftermath of
the entirely preventable carnage, in which spectators
crowding a railway track to watch burning of effigies were
mowed down by a train, there is a frantic effort to pin
responsibility on agencies and individuals, and, deplorably,
to exploit public anger for political ends. What happened at
Joda Phatak in Amritsar points to the basic failure of the
district administration and the police, which should have
ensured law and order. If the organisers of the event had
obtained a no-objection certificate from the police, as reports
suggest, what role did the law enforcement machinery play
in crowd control? On the other hand, the Municipal
Corporation in Amritsar has tried to distance itself, claiming
that its permission was not sought, although almost everyone
in the city knew it was taking place. The magisterial inquiry
ordered by the Punjab government should examine the
actions of the revenue authorities and the police in organising
the event, and whether rules were ignored to favour the
organisers who claimed proximity to some politicians.

Major religious festivals in India are often overshadowed
by deadly incidents such as stampedes and fires, ranging
from the terrible toll of 249 deaths at the Chamunda Devi
temple stampede in Jodhpur in 2008, to the railway station
stampede during the Kumbh Mela at Allahabad five years
later in which 36 people died. The National Disaster
Management Authority has responded to these horrors by
creating a guide for State governments and local bodies,
laying down a clear protocol to be followed for mass
gatherings and festivals. Whether this was followed by the
Amritsar authorities in the planning of the Dasara celebrations
is one of the questions that must be addressed. There should
be a transformation of the way such events are organised,
with a lead agency in each State and district empowered to
issue instructions, and in turn be accountable for public safety.
More broadly, there is a serious deficit of common spaces
in cities, towns and villages to conduct spectacular events
safely. This is incongruous in a populous country with a
tradition of festivals and cultural gatherings. The Punjab
government, wiser after the fact, says it will draw up
guidelines for the future. At Amritsar, trespass on the track
was the prime reason for the accident. A campaign to educate
the public that railway tracks cannot be treated as commons,
and vigorous enforcement, will reduce the probability of such
incidents. The Railways must identify hazard spots for train
movement in heavily built-up areas and prevent trespass by
barricading them. A culture of safety can take root if
governments imbibe it first.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Gun goes off at district collectorate, triggers panic

NOIDA: There was panic on the district collectorate campus
on Tuesday afternoon after the gun of a person who had come
to apply for a fresh arms licence went off accidentally. The
bullet reportedly whizzed past a woman. People on the premises
fled for cover and no one was injured. A police team reached
the spot but the man whose gun had gone off managed to flee.
Police found a used .32 bore cartridge from the spot and have
started an investigation.
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Doctors warned as chemists allege
some selling medicines to patients

NOIDA: Taking cognisance of
complaints from the chemists’
association, the drug licencing
authority (DLA) of Meerut
division has warned doctors
operating out of private clinics/
nursing homes in the six
districts under its jurisdiction
against selling medicines under
the garb of ‘dispensing
medicines.” The order issued
on October 16 directs the drug
inspectors of all the six districts
under the commissionerate—
Gautam Budh Nagar,
Ghaziabad, Baghpat, Hapur,
Bulandshahr and Meerut—to
warn such doctors running the
clinics with the help of Indian
Medical Association (IMA) to
ensure that in case they were
selling medicines, they should
duly take a licence from the

drug department for retail sale
of medicines. However, such
a licence cannot be taken in
Noida as the rules of Noida
Authority do not permit sale of
medicines from residential
areas and a no-objection
certificate (NOC) for the
same is given only to a proper
medical store. The chemists’
association had complained
that under the garb of
‘dispensing medicines,” doctors
running their private clinics and
nursing homes had been selling
medicines to patients, with

Air quality dips to
‘very poor’ in Noida

NOIDA: The city has
emerged as one of the most
polluted cities in India as the
air quality deteriorated to ‘very
poor’ category on Saturday.
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control
Board officials claimed that
Gautam Budh Nagar had not
been able to adequately
implement all anti-pollution
steps like road cleaning due to
lack of infrastructure. The
district also awaits the
installation of three ambient air
quality monitoring machines, to
be set up at the district
magistrate’s bungalow in
Sector 27, another at 70x

sectors and at Noida
Extension. Additionally, a new
proposal sent to the state
government by the district
administration had suggested
setting up of similar machines
at five strategic locations
including Dadri, Jewar airport
and Kasna to measure air
quality index. The three
additional AQI machines are at
the final stages of assembly,
officials claimed. However, they
were not sure whether these
would be set up before Diwali,
which is only two weeks away.
“The machines are ready and
will be installed soon.

some doing so even without a
bill. The order further directs
that in case the required
licence is not taken by such
clinics, a suitable action under
the drugs act be initiated
against the clinic/nursing
homes in question. The
chemists’ association of
Gautam Budh Nagar had
written to the DLA on October
11 complaining that a number
of quacks and doctors
operating in the district were
“selling medicines” under the
garb of ‘dispensing medicines’
to patients. Under Schedule K
of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, ‘dispensing medicines’ to
one’s patientis allowed. The rule
says that a doctor can
“dispense” the medicine that he
prescribes to his patient for free.

Noida : Conmen
used net calls to
trap foreigners

NOIDA: A day after a
resident of Shahdara in Delhi,
who once worked with a
Gurgaon-based BPO and
later started a sham operation
in Sector 63, Noida, was
arrested for allegedly
cheating hundreds of citizens
of Canada and other
countries, cops have found
that the accused and his
accomplices were using the
X-lite Softphone app for
calling up the foreigners via
VoIP (Voice over Internet
Protocol). The software
allowed them to mask their
calls.

Noida okays Rs 100cr to link power stns, expand lines

NOIDA: In an effort to
ensure that there are no
trippings or outages, the
Noida Authority has
sanctioned Rs 100 crore to
expand electricity lines in
various sectors and also to
interlink different power
stations in its area. The
interlinking of sub-stations will
ensure that even if there is a
technical glitch in one line, the
power supply will remain
uninterrupted due to
connection from another line.
The interlinking will be done
between power stations

Sector 63 E to Sector 63 G,
Sector 79 to Sector 117,
Sector 8 to Sector 25, Sector
58 to Sector 56 and Sector 11
to Sector 56. R K Mishra,
additional chief executive
officer, Noida Authority, said
the Uttar Pradesh Power
Transmission Corporation
Limited (UPPTCL) is
developing an 400 kV sub-
station in Sector 148 and
another 220 kV sub-station
near Botanical Garden in
Sector 38-A. The Authority
has already started expanding
33kV power lines from these

two stations to sectors like 83,
82,93,142,137,153, 108, etc.
The Authority has sanctioned
Rs 89.67 crore for expanding
the new lines and Rs 10.86
lakh for interlinking the sub-
stations. The officials are also
upgrading the existing
transmission and distribution
infrastructure and expedite
grievance redressals. They
are also identifying grey areas
where instances of avoidable
tripping are reported in
industrial, commercial and
residential areas to take
corrective measures.
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Noida's shady call centres
pop up on radar of Interpol

NOIDA: Technical mistakes on
the part of private dealers,
involved in data-feeding in the
transport department’s server,
has become a headache for
vehicle-owners who are facing
problems in licence renewal.
Thanks to clerical mistakes in the
data entry process, two people
are driving vehicles on the same
driving  licencenumber.
According to transport
department officials, complaints
of this kind have been coming at
the ARTO office on a monthly
basis. The mistakes are especially
hurting the commercial vehicle

442 plots on

offer in Noida

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
is planning to launch a
residential plot allotment
scheme for which the
applications will be accepted
from November 13 to 28. The
Authority has also called a
meeting on October 24 to
discuss the issue. Rajesh
Kumar Singh, officer on
special duty at the Authority,
said there were some plots in
sectors 12,31,33,44,47, 48,
49,51, 52, 55 and others that
could be allotted. There are 264
plots measuring up to 200sqm
each and 178 plots of over
200sqm. Some plots have been
reserved for members of the
Scheduled Caste/Tribe, Noida
Authority employees, etc.

owners whose earnings depend
on the vehicles. Bus driver
Malkhan Singh from Agrahas a
bizarre case. The commercial
DL holderhas been running pillar
to post after  the
licenceauthorities in Agra denied
renewal ofhis licencestating that
another vehicle holder belonging
to Gautam Budh Nagar had been
running his vehicle on the same
DL number. Having made
multiple visits from Agrato Noida,
Singh is struggling to get the
correct details updated in the
transport  department’s
software.

RERA asks Noida
buyers to give plan
to finish project

GREATER NOIDA: In a
first, the Greater Noida bench
of Uttar Pradesh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (UP-
Rera) has asked around 700
homebuyers of Subhkamna
Tech Home to come up with a
financial plan to complete the
housing project in Sector 137.
Sold in 2011, the Tech Home
project was due for completion
and handover in 2014. The
bench on Tuesday gave the
homebuyers 10 days to make
their own financial plan to
complete the project and submit
the same to Rera for approval.

Trigger-happy leader
of robbery gang caught

NEW DELHI: The kingpin of
a gang of snatchers and
robbers active in Delhi-NCR
was arrested from north-east
Delhi’s Babarpur. The
accused, Satender alias Baba,
has allegedly killed four people
during robberies and has
amassed property worth
approximately Rs one crore in
Noida, Sahibabad and
Gokulpuri. Due to his
organised syndicate, Delhi
Police booked him under the
MCOCA as well. DCP
(northeast) Atul Kumar
Thakur said that Satender was

From Ghaziabad railway station,

GHAZIABAD: History
lessons need not be confined to
the four walls of a classroom or
museum. Ifyouhave alittle time
at hand before catching a train
from Ghaziabad railway station,
you could journey back in time
to 1857. Long gone are the spit-
stained walls of the railway
station here. Altogether 25-30
art students and members of an
NGO have worked for two years
to transform these walls into
pages from the first war of
independence. As the sepoy
mutiny broke out in Meerut in
1857 and spread across the
country, a small force of Indian
soldiers in what is now

Boy playing cricket dies at NH-24
widening site as barrier falls on him

GHAZIABAD: A 12-year-old
boy was crushed under a
cement barrier at an under-
construction portion of NH-24
under Khoda police station on
Saturday morning while he
was playing cricket with his
two friends. The boy, identified
as Ishtekhar, was rushed to
Max Hospital in Vaishali, but
was declared dead on arrival.
On the basis of his uncle’s
complaint, an FIR has been
registered for causing death
due to negligence. The boy’s
mother, Jahana Khatun, and
elder sister Zainab, work at a
factory in Noida’s Sector 128.
His father, Amzad Ali, had died

two years ago due to a health-
related problem. Ishtekhar’s
uncle Riyaz Ali said, “The
accident took place around
8.30 am on Saturday. He was
playing cricket with his friends
at the road side on NH-24. The
mishap took place when he
was trying to find the ball under
the cement barrier which was
not kept properly. It had fallen
on his upper portion of the
body.” Ajay, Ishtekhar’s
neighbour in Lok Priya Vihar
in Khoda, said, “The other
boys present at the spot
spotted a crane and requested
its driver to help them in
rescuing Ishtekhar.

Ghaziabad unsuccessfully tried
to defend the Hindon area from
the British. Glimpses from that
war have also found a place in
the corridors of the railway
station. The Ghaziabad railway
station that one sees now was
originally a dormitory with 120
rooms and pointed arches. It
was built in 1740 by the then
wazir, Ghazi-ud-din, who
named the area Ghaziuddin
Nagar. After the railway lines
were laid and trains started

Two on way to rob
fuel station held

NOIDA: Two persons, who
were on way to rob a fuel
station, were arrested after a
shootout near Sector Sigma 4
in Kasna on Saturday. Their
accomplice is still absconding.
Police claimed that they had
thwarted a major robbery
attempt of Rs 50 lakh. The two
men have been identified as
Yogesh and Pramod, both
belonging to Rabupura village
in Greater Noida. “The
robbers were intercepted by a
police team just before the
filling station. When gestured
to stop for checking, the two
opened fire on the police and
tried to flee, prompting the team
to retaliate.

you can now travel back to 1857

operations, the area was
renamed Ghaziabad. Around 30
volunteer painters from various
art schools have collaborated
with CS Dishaa Foundation to
transform the walls and arches
of the station. Named Mission
Butterfly, the project is part of
My Clean India initiative. With
young coordinator Khusboo
leading the way, art students
Rishi, Neelam, Dipti and
several others have depicted
the roles of Mangal Pandey,
Tantia Tope, Bahadur Shah
Zafar, Rani Laxmi Bai,
Kunwar Singh, Nana Sahab and
Begum Hazrat Mahal on the
15ft high arches and walls.

arrested along with his
associate Deepak. Both were
on the run after shooting at
public in Babarpur on August
27 during a snatching bid.
Police said they had been
tracking him and arrested him
on Sunday after he was spotted
using a car of his associate.
Cops said that Satender has
been active on the crime scene
since 1998 when he murdered
a businessman in Gokulpuri
while robbing him. Since then,
he has been found involved in
more than a dozen cases of
robbery and snatching.

Noida : Six smugglers
nabbed with 7kg
marijuana in Sector 9

NOIDA: A six-member gang
involved in smuggling
marijuana was busted in Sector
9 on Sunday. Nearly 7kg of the
drug was seized from their
possession. The accused have
been identified as Virendra and
Arun, residents of Sector 22,
and Vikky, Arun, Chameli and
Pramila, who live in Sector 8.
Cops said they got a tip-off on
Saturday that the four men
would meet the women to
deliver a consignment of
marijuana in Sector 9. The
men had 6.7kg of marijuana
with them. “After the tip-off,
apolice team was deployed to
the spot. Around 3.30pm on
Saturday,

Noida to hire 450 security
personnel from private agency

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
is looking for a private security
agency that can provide 450
security personnel for its
various offices, residences and
other establishments. As per the
tender floated by the Authority,
332 skilled guards, 106 gunmen
and 12 supervisors are needed,
who will work in rotational shift.
However, their services will be
for only one year. The security
personnel should be skilled
persons as per the Private
Security Agency Regulation
Act and they should be
between 18 and 65 years of
age. The agency has to provide
monthly salary at par or higher

than the minimum wage, to the
security personnel as per the
Minimum Wages Act, 1948.
The Authority said that the
security agency should also
provide proper dress, canes,
whistle and torch to all guards.
The security personnel should
be physically fit, and the should
be taller than 160 cm and
women more than 150 cm. The
security agency should also get
amedical fitness certificate for
all the personnel before being
deployed in Noida. The
applicant shall provide
certificate by a registered
medical practitioner at the time
of deployment.
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Guard on whom man fell from highrise dies

GHAZIABAD: A day aftera
youth and a woman friend
jumped off a highrise
apartment in Raj Nagar
Extension, the security guard
on whom one of them fell from
the 15th floor, succumbed to his
injuries. The guard, Devender
Singh (30), died at Narendra
Mohan Hospital around
4.30pm on Sunday. The two
who committed suicide—Jyoti
Thakur (20) and Vishal
Sharma (28)—had jumped
from an unfinished flat on the
15th floor of Laurel Next
apartment located inside River
Heights society complex on
Saturday around 3.30 pm.

Vishal fell on Devender as the
latter was trying to help out
Jyoti, who jumped off first. The
family members of Jyoti and
Vishal claimed that they did not
have any knowledge about the
duo’s relationship. Jyoti, a
resident of Bhopura in
Sahibabad, worked as a
domestic help, while Vishal, a
resident of Noor Nagar in
Sihani Gate, was a carpenter.
Police have not received any

Six held for series of robberies

GHAZIABAD: A gang of six
men, allegedly involved in
several robberies in
Indirapuram and Delhi over the
past few months, was nabbed
on Saturday. The accused, who
are all in their mid-20s, allegedly
snatched mobile phones, wallets
and other valuables from
passers-by on busy streets at
gunpoint. Police said they have
recovered a.315 bore country-
made revolver and two stolen
motorcycles which were used
by the gang members to
commit the crimes. From
investigations so far, police
found that the men have been
involved in at least 14 cases of
robbery at gunpoint, registered
in Indirapuram police station in
2018 alone. The men have been

identified by police as Gullu,
Abihassan, Avishek, Rahul,
Sachin and Pradeep. They are
residents of Vasundhara,
Khoda and Prahaladgarhi areas
except Pradeep who was from
Kalyanpuri in Delhi. “These
men had created a terror of
sorts in Indirapuram over the
past few months. They have
confessed to have committed
seven incidents in Indirapuram
in the recent past. They used
to work in small groups of two
to three. A group would take to
the streets once every three to
four days. On a typical day they
would rob four to five people
before disappearing altogether
for the next few days,” said
Ghaziabad SP (City) Shlok
Kumar.

written complaint from anyone
so far. “She never told us
anything about Vishal. We do
not know for how long they
knew each other. It has come
asashock to us,” Jyoti’s father
Ashok Kumar said. He added
that Jyoti was third among her
sisters, and he was looking for
a groom for her in the past six
months. Vishal’s brother Ankit
too said he did not know
anything about Jyoti and his
brother’s relationship with her.
Circle officer II (city) Atish
Kumar Singh said, “Prima
facie, it looks like a case of
suicide. However, the
circumstances which forced

them to take this extreme step
are still not clear.” A scrutiny
of CCTV cameras installed in
the elevators revealed that
they entered the building
around 2pm through the
basement where no guard is
deputed. They alighted at 15th
floor. Just before getting off the
lift, they hugged each other
and then headed towards an
unfinished flat. They spent
around one-and-a-half hours
inside the flat and then
allegedly leapt from the
balcony. Devender’s friend
Abhimanyu said Devender had
been working at the complex
since September this year.

Greater Noida authority implements
NGT norms to curb pollutlon

GREATER NOIDA: Taking
cognisance of increasing smog
inthe region, the Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) CEO
Narendra Bhooshan issued
directives for graded response
action plan (GRAP) to curb
pollution in the region as per
National Green Tribunal’s
(NGT) guidelines to officials
from planning, health, projects,
horticulture and urban services
departments on Thursday. The
GNIDA directed officials to
make sure that no garbage
burning takes place in the region
and that all construction work
related processes such as
construction material, transport
and under construction building

must be well covered with
tarpaulin. “Anyone found
burning garbage especially near
landfill site will be penalised
heavily,” said Bhooshan who
adds that burning of leaves,
horticulture waste or compost in
urban areas is completely
prohibited. He also directed
sprinkling of water on roads and
automated/mechanical
sweeping of concrete roads with
special care of sprinkling water
onall kuchharoads in the region.

9-year-old glrl dles after falhng into open drain in GZB

GHAZIABAD: A nine-year-
old girl died after falling into a
12-foot partially-open drain
near a high-rise apartment in
Indirapuram on Friday night. A
rescue team of NDRF pulled
out her body after 13 hours.
According to sources, GDA
officials were late to provide
the drain's blueprint to the
rescuers, which delayed the
recovery of the body. Around
11pm on Friday, Priyanka, a
resident of Kanawani village,
her father and uncle took a
short-cut to reach home from
a Dussehra fair in Shakti
Khand. The route was dark and
Priyanka stepped on an iron
pipe over the drain, which runs

along the road, without noticing
a gap next to the pipe. She
slipped through the gap into the
drain near Pinnacle Tower in
Ahinsa Khand 2. Her father
Santosh, who is a peon with a
private company in Noida,
jumped into the drain too but
could not find her. Santosh told
TBC, "After the effigies had
been put on fire, a large number
of people rushed out of the fair
on the main road. We wanted
to avoid the crowd and took a

narrow road along Pinnacle
Tower. After Priyanka fell, 1
jumped into the drain too but
could not locate her." Santosh
was taken out of the drain by
passers-by and police were
informed about the matter.
Earthmovers were brought to
the spot but two hours of efforts
brought no success. Around
lam, NDRF was requested to
conduct the rescue operation.
A 12-member team of deep
divers was formed to locate the
girl but her body was only found
around 12.15pm on Saturday.
Shri Niwas, NDRF assistant
commandant, who led the
rescue team, said, ""We started
operations around 1.30am. The

drain was filled with muck up
to several feet, which posed a
hindrance for divers. One of
them had a narrow escape from
apointed object inside the drain.
The concrete slab over the
drain had to be cut at several
places to provide passage to
divers. The girl's body was
found 20 metres from the spot
where she had disappeared.”
Sources said that the GDA
officials only reached the spot
around 10am with a blueprint
of the drain. A member of the
NDRF team, who did not wish
to be identified, said that had
the team got the map in time,
the girl would have been found
earlier.
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Soot all over, residents
blame carbon factory

GHAZIABAD: Residents of
Crossings Republik no longer
wake up to bright sunny
mornings. The sky is not to
blame, their window panes
are. The residents have been
complaining that black soot
have been accumulating in
window panes, balconies and
every corner of their houses
because of pollutants emitted
from a factory of the
Continental Carbon India Ltd
(CCIL) in the vicinity. “For
the past fortnight, we have
been seeing black soot all
over the place in our
township every morning. It is

Resident thrashed
by guard

Noida: A 26-year-old resident
of Eros Sampoornam in Sector
2 was thrashed by six security
guards of the society on
Saturday over the entry of iron
grill into the society. The
resident Dinesh Kaushik, who
works for an IT firm, has
recently shifted on the 11th
floor of the society. On
Saturday, he had ordered an
iron grill to be fitted in the
balcony of his flat. Dev
Mishra, a resident of the
society said an argument had
started between Kaushik and
Prashant, a security guard
posted at the gate of the
society, over the entry of the
iron grill.

everywhere on the terrace
floor, window panes, curtains
and the walls,” said Vikas
Kamboj, a resident. “Just
imagine. This is the air our
children are breathing and
the problem is going to
worsen in the days to come
when winter sets in,” he
added. Many residents took
to social networking sites to
highlight the problem and
posted photos. “We have
lodged a complaint on the ‘jan
sunvhai’ portal and apprised
the administration of the
problem,” said Ravi Agarwal,
another resident.

Property registration
to go online,
commercial &
individual to get UID

NOIDA: In an effort to go
paperless and facilitate
online services, the Noida
Authority has made it
mandatory for all property
owners, both individuals and
commercial, to register their
property on its website from
November 1. The owners
will be allotted a Know Your
Allottee-Unique Identity
number (KYA-UID), which
will help them track their
property details and status
online. “I welcome this
move as its a step towards
more transparency,” said
Tiwari.

School rape investigator shifted

GREATER NOIDA: After
the Allahabad high court directed
the Gautam Budh Nagar SSP to
“personally monitor” the rape
case of a three-year-old child in
a Greater Noida school, the
investigating officer—a female
sub-inspector — has been
transferred to Bisrakh police
station. However, Bobesh
Dhiman will continue to handle
the case as of now, despite her
joining Bisrakh police station on
Tuesday, said Amit Srivastava,
circle officer, Greater Noida.
“The officer had sought the
transfer herself and the same
was a routine one,” Srivsatava
added. The three-year-old
nursery student was allegedly

Cops seek bigger cranes to tow away SUVs in Sector 18

NOIDA: Ilegal parking of
SUVs and luxury cars, aregular
phenomenon in Sector 18
market, will end in the near
future if the traffic police has
its way. It has asked the Noida
Authority to direct DLF, the
concessionaire handling the
parking in Sector 18, to use
bigger cranes to tow away
SUVs. Currently, only smaller
vehicles like WagonR, Alto etc
are towed away as no big
cranes are available. The traffic
police, which has only six
cranes for towing away
vehicles across Noida, has also
sought two big cranes for its
own use. According to traffic
police, less than 100 vehicles
get towed away in a day from

2,500 not on pension list, salaries
of department heads withheld

NOIDA: The district
magistrate of Gautam Budh
Nagar has directed that the
salaries of the chief treasury
officer and several other
senior officials be withheld until
2,500 government employees
are enrolled for Permanent
Retirement Account Number
(PRAN) under the New
Pension Scheme (NPS) of
2005. NPS is applicable for all
employees of central and state
government services, except
armed forces, and central
autonomous bodies who have
joined after January 1, 2004.
It is similar to PF accounts,
where around 10% of
employees’ salary is deposited

for retirement plan and a similar
amount is given by the
employer. District magistrate
BN Singh said he took the
decision to withhold the salaries
after finding that 2,500
employees had not yet been
enrolled for PRAN. “There are
some people who recently
joined government services.
There are others who have
come to Noida and Greater
Noida after getting transferred
from elsewhere. There are no
savings in their accounts under
NPS because they don’t have
PRAN. We have directed that
the salaries of
different department heads be
withheld.

the market on an average. SP
(traffic) Anil Jha said while the
smaller cars had stopped
parking illegally, luxury cars and
SUVs continue to park in the
sector. “It is mostly only cars
like WagonR, Alto, etc, which
get towed away. However,
others like the BMW,
Mercedes, Altis, Innova, Creta,
Verna, etc don’t face any action
because the cranes being
operated cannot carry them,”
he said. Snce the vehicle
owners were aware that the

Scolded, 11-year-old
stages his kidnap,
seeks Rs 5 lakh

NOIDA: An 11-year-old boy
scolded by his father for taking
some money from the cash box
of their shop staged his own
kidnapping and called up his
family to demand Rs 5 lakh as
ransom. He was, however,
caught roaming in Bisrakh after
police traced the phone with
which he had called up his
father. Ishu Kashyap, a Class
VI student, said he wanted to
spend the money on himself. His
family said Ishu’s father had
scolded him after he tried to take
some money from the cash box
of their shop. On Monday, he left
home in Chhajarsi area saying
he was going to school.

crane wouldn’tbe able to carry
the car, they try to negotiate or
getaway by the time the crane
arrives, he said. The charges
for towing away a vehicle in
Sector 18 are recovered from
commuters, unlike in other
places. If one parks his carina
no-parking zone in Sector 18,
one has to pay Rs 900 as fine.
This fine includes Rs 500 which
is the penalty levied by the
traffic police and Rs 400 which
goes to the Noida Authority.
Last week, the traffic police
wrote to the Noida traffic cell
seeking directions for the DLF
group, which handles the
parking of the sector, to deploy
bigger cranes which are
capable of carrying such cars.

raped by a school employee on
the premises on July 12. TBC
had reported on Sunday that the
Allahabad HC directed the
Gautam Budh Nagar SSP to
personally monitor the case and
the 10 to conclude the
investigation and “submit a
police report before the court
preferably within a period of
four weeks”. The court’s ruling
came in the wake of a writ
petition by her parents. Police
had earlier booked the school
principal and class teacher under
Section 19 of the Prevention of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act, Section 503 of the IPC and
Section 75 of Juvenile
Justice Act.

Man killed while crossing
tracks in Ghaziabad

NEW DELHI: One person
was killed and three others were
injured when they were hit by a
train while crossing a closed
level crossing in Ghaziabad
Tuesday, a railway official said.
The incident happened at 8 am
when a group of four were
crossing the tracks even as the
level crossing was closed for
traffic. The four were hit by the
Dankor-Shakur Basti passenger
train at gate no 153A. "The
incident happened between
Ghaziabad and Chipyana. The
gate was closed and they were
trying to cross from beneath it.
All the injured are being treated
at Civil Hospital Ghaziabad,"
Northern Railway spokesperson
Deepak Kumar said.

Five months after radio executive’s death,
Noida’s open drains still not fenced

NOIDA/GREATER
NOIDA: Five months after the
death of a Radio Mirchi
executive, Tania Khanna, whose
Hyundai Verna had fallen into
an open drain near Sector 85
roundabout, the drain still
remains the same— uncovered
and without barricades or
fencing. This drain and nearly
24 open storm water drains that
run along major roads of the city
are all in the same state. On the
night of May 2, Tania’s Verna
had overturned and got stuck in
the drain as she navigated the
roundabout. Later the vehicle
had to be pulled out of the drain
using a crane. Her autopsy
reportrevealed that she died due

to “drowning”. According to
Tania’s younger brother Kunal,
the Noida Authority had said that
an order issued by the NGT in
2015 had barred covering of the
drains in Delhi. “At least the
drain’s boundary near the
roundabout could be raised or
there could be signage or a
parapet that helps to
differentiate the drain from the
road. Nothing has changed at the
spot and with the kind of attitude
of the authorities, it is not likely
to,” Kunal said. In fact, the
drains flowing from Sector 88-
83, Sector 76-122, Sector 62-
Mamura, etc abut the main
roads and have no fencing
around them.
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