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Finish Hindon civilian terminal
work in January: DM GZB

GHAZIABAD: The district
magistrate of Ghaziabad has
instructed all stakeholders,
including Airports Authority of
India, public works department
and Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation, to complete the
construction of the civilian
terminal at Hindon air base by
January 15. District magistrate
Ritu Maheshwari, who
reviewed the work on
Saturday, held a meeting with
officials of various authorities.
The terminal is being built by
Airports Authority of India
under Regional Connectivity
Scheme. “In the meeting, AAI

officials informed us that they
have already placed orders for
steel frames and structures for
the terminal. These material
are supposed to arrive by
December 15. It will then take
another month to complete the
work,” said Maheshwari. The
terminal building will come up
in an area of 3,500 square
metres. It will be air-
conditioned, pre-engineered or
pre-fabricated structure and
not a porta cabin. The terminal
will have a peak capacity to
handle 300 passengers per
hour (150 departing and as
many arriving).
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access to the servers.

EDITORIAL

Offline Aadhaar identification
a welcome addition

Following a Supreme Court verdict earlier which curtailed
use of Aadhaar biometric data as an identifier by private
companies, UIDAI began working on offline alternatives
which are consistent with the judgment. The essence of the
solution is that the verification should not “ping” Aadhaar
servers. A positive development in this context is that Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), the banking regulator, and government
are in talks to finalise an offline Aadhaar authentication.
Once it’s ready it adds to the basket of options financial
intermediaries have in both opening accounts and expanding
the range of products offered to people entering the formal
financial system for the first time.

Aadhaar has over time become the most widespread pan-
India identifier. Therefore, migrant workers are not
inconvenienced by not having an identifier issued by the state
where they reside. However, biometrics require careful
handling on account of the problems of identity theft and the
earlier system where private firms with varying standards
piggybacked on a government biometric database was
problematic. The events after the apex court judgment show
that some of the fears about enhancing the overall security
standard for India’s biometric database were overblown.
There were alternatives available. On balance, the talks
between government and RBI must be welcomed as it shows
that the basket of identifiers in India’s financial inclusion
programme can include Aadhaar without giving everyone

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

87 guards on strike, jewellery worth
Rs 10 lakh stolen from society in Noida

NOIDA: Jewellery
worth Rs 10 lakh was
stolen from a flat in
Amrapali Silicon City
in Sector 76 where its
87 guards have struck
work over delay in salaries.
The theft, allegedly by a
labourer working in the
society, took place around
2.30pm when both the
occupants of the flat Arjun
Singh and his wife Garima
were away at work. Apart
from the jewellery, the burglar
also took Rs 16,000 in cash.
Police said the flat, situated on
the 15th floor of Tower Q,
belongs to Singh, who works
with a hotel of Gurgaon. His
wife Garima (29) works with
a private company in Sector
61. “The burglar entered the
flat after breaking the
bathroom window glass
through the service shaft. He
might have got in there from
the staircase window,” he
said. “When Garima returned
from office around 5.30pm,
she opened the door and found

the rooms
rummaged. The
burglar took away
both ornaments and
cash,” Singh added.
Although there are
more than 90 cameras
installed in the housing society,
there is none on the 15th floor,
where Singh’s flat is located.
But in footage from a camera
installed by a resident on the
14th floor, a “suspicious” man
can be seen getting up the
stairs. “We have handed over
the footage to police,” Singh
said. The guards of the
housing society have been on
a strike for the past few days.
“At the time of theft, guards
were on a strike due to a delay
in their salary. The guards
have not been paid for the last
few months. So, they have not
been keeping track of who is
entering the society and
exiting it,” a police officer
said. Circle officer Swetabh
Pandey said a complaint had
been registered against
unknown persons.
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Lotus buyers brace for crisis, plan to approach high court

NOIDA/GURUGRAM: The
arrest of three directors of 3C
company for Rs 191 crore funds
diversion has set alarm bells
ringing among buyers of the
company’s incomplete projects in
Noida and Gurugram. None of
the 3C company’s ‘Lotus’brand
projects is complete except Lotus
Espacia, which itself is facing
complaints from buyers over
shoddy construction. The three
directors— Nirmal Singh, Vidur
Bhardwaj and Supreet Singh
were arrested by Delhi Police
on Saturday on the basis of an
FIR lodged by buyers of Lotus
300, a luxury residential project
in Sector 168, Noida. The

buyers of the project are now
worried about its further
construction and delivery. “We
are planning to file an FIR at the
Delhi high court on behalf of all
Lotus buyers. Since money has
been siphoned off from almost
all projects, there has to be a
mechanism to hand over the
completed projects to buyers
under legal supervision,” said
Lalit Khanna, a buyer at Lotus
Greenopolis, Gurugram. The
other projects of the group
which are in a limbo are Lotus
Panache, Lotus Boulevard and
Lotus Zing in Noida. In
Gurugram, Lotus Greenopolis
and Lotus Woodview also

Cameras spur huge jump
in Noida traffic fines

NOIDA: The number of traffic
challans issued in Noida until
November this year has seen an
almost five times rise from 1.2
lakh in the corresponding period
last year, riding on speeding and
wrong-side driving. The traffic
police have, however, attributed
the rise to the e-challan system
and installation of cameras and
speed devices on expressways
that have made it almost
impossible for violators to
escape without being tracked
down. While 1.24 lakh challans
were issued in total in the first
11 months of last year, the
corresponding period this year
saw almost 5.4 lakh cases. The
reasons for being fined have
also seen a change. Riding
without helmets topped the list
last year, while this year, it has

been speeding and wrong-side
driving. The traffic police have
issued over 1.7 lakh challans for
speeding this year, up from only
14,452 last year an almost 12
time rise. Similarly, wrong-side
driving has attracted as many
as 74,510 challans this year as
against only 6,467 last year. The
figures reveal the ground
situation on the roads. In
neighbouring Delhi, 3.4 lakh
people were fined for driving on
the wrong side since January
this year. Sources in the traffic
police said the whopping rise in
the number of challans and
fines would act as a deterrent
for violators in Noida and
Greater Noida, who feel free
to press the accelerator and
take the wrong lane to save a
few minutes.

remain incomplete. However,
the projects in Gurugram have
been promoted in partnership
with Orris. Another project,
Lotus City, also with Orris,
proposed along the Yamuna
Expressway, has not started yet.
According to PSP Legal, the
legal representative of all Lotus
buyers, the financial mishandling
has affected at least 8,000
families. According to lawyers
at PSP Legal, even as the
builders are facing police inquiry
on the basis of a complaint filed
by a Lotus 300 buyer, complaints
from buyers of other residential
projects are pending with the
Delhi Police.

PG owner fined
Rs 1 lakh for
dumping garbage

GNOIDA: The Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) has levied
aRs 1 lakh fine on the owner of
a PG accommodation for
dumping garbage in Sector Alfa
2 of Greater Noida. The violator
has been asked to pay the fine
within a week, failing which
action will be taken against him.
On Thursday, a morning walker,
Harendra Bhati, spotted a man
emptying a sack of garbage on
apavement in Sector Alfa2. “He
stopped his scooter and started
emptying the sack on the
pavement,” Bhati said. He said
some strays started hovering
around the garbage and the
entire area was stinking. The
man apparently told Bhati he
worked for a nearby PG
accommodation.

Wedding called off, duo drink poison

GHAZIABAD: A 19-year-
old girl and a youth consumed
poison inside a hotel room in
Kotwali on Friday after their
arranged marriage was called
off following a dispute between
the two families allegedly over
dowry. The girl, Pooja Singh,
a resident of Shakarpur in
Delhi, died while the 25-year-
old man, Subodh Kant, a
resident of Sihani, is battling for
life at Yashoda Hospital. SP
(city) Shlok Kumar said the
two had consumed sulphas, a
poisonous substance, in their
room in Shubham Hotel near
Ghaziabad railway station

where they had checked in
around 1.30am on Friday. The
girl’s parents have accused the
youth’s family of demanding a
hefty dowry and later calling
off the marriage when they
could not meet their demands.
Subodh’s family has denied the
allegation. Pooja’s father
Yadhuveer Singh, who sets up
garment stalls in weekly
markets in Delhi, said he
would lodge a complaint with
police against Subodh’s family
members. However, no police
complaint was lodged till late
on Friday evening. Subodh’s
father Trilok Chand refuted the

allegation of dowry, saying it
was the girl’s family who had
called off the marriage
because of “personal
reasons”. Sources said the
families of Pooja and Subodh
had met through a common
friend in April this year and
decided in the first week of
July to go ahead with the
marriage. An engagement
ceremony was held in mid-
April. But, within a month, the
marriage was reportedly put
off for November 19 and
eventually called off. Pooja
and Subodh, however, kept
meeting each other.
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Ghaziabad hotel suicide bid: Youth too dies

GHAZIABAD: A
23-year-old man,
who had taken
poison pill along
with a woman he
intended to marry, died of multi-
organ failure on Saturday. The
woman, Pooja Singh, had died
on Friday while Subodh Kant,
the youth, was battling for life
in hospital. The two had
decided to commit suicide
apparently after their families
called off their marriage
allegedly over dowry. Pooja’s
family had accused Sobodh’s
parents of demanding a hefty
dowry, an allegation they had
contested. The two had
checked into a hotel near
Ghaziabad railway station

Trader claims
robbery, cops in doubt

GHAZIABAD: A trader has
alleged he was robbed of Rs
50,000 and his motorcycle by
bike-borne assailants in
Muradnagar area of Ghaziabad
on Monday. The trader,
Indrapal Chaudhary, has alleged
that he was travelling from
home in Dheda to his bakery in
Muradnagar when he was
robbed at gunpoint. Chaudhary
has submitted a police
complaint regarding the
robbery. The cops have,
however, questioned the
robbery claim after a
preliminary inquiry. The alleged
robbery took place around
7.30am on a culvert near
the Indian Ordnance
Factory.

around 1.30am on

Friday and
consumed
sulphas, a

poisonous
substance. Jai Karan Singh,
the SHO of Kotwali police
station, said an inquiry would
be done if any complaint is
received. Neither the girl’s
parents nor Subodh’s has
lodged any police complaint so
far. Sources said the families
of Pooja and Subodh had met
through a common friend in
April this year and decided in
the first week of July to go
ahead with the marriage. But
the wedding was reportedly put
off for November 19 and
eventually called off.

Samajwadi Party seeks
inquiry into Noida
police encounters
GNOIDA: The Samajwadi
Party has demanded an inquiry
into all encounters that took
place in Noida in the recent
past, including the 23 shootouts
in November. In a press
conference in Dadri on Friday,
local functionaries of the party
also said they would hold a
protest outside Dadri police
station on December 4 against
the alleged police excess.
Citing arecent case, they said
the cops detained two scrap
dealers Irfan and Aashik from
Rampur market in Dadri. The
two were later framed in fake
robbery cases along with three
other men.

19-year-old jumps from fourth
floor after tiff with fiance

GHAZIABAD: A 19-year-old
girl suffered injuries after a fall
from the fourth floor of a
residential society in Bapudham
on Wednesday. The girl’s
mother said she jumped after
she had an argument with her
21-year-old fiancé. No police
complaint has been filed in the
matter. Shalu, a student of
Class XI, has been admitted to
aprivate hospital in Kavi Nagar,
where she is said to be out of
danger. Her family said her
marriage has been fixed to her
boyfriend, Anand, a resident of
Matiala village, after an
agreement between the two

Now monthly medical check-up for sanitation workers in Noida

NOIDA: Unhealthy working
condition of over 4,000
contractual sanitation workers
has finally been noticed by
Noida Authority. On Thursday,
it announced monthly health
check-ups for these workers.

The  National  Safai
Karamchari Ayog has been
also demanding the

implementation of the 7th Pay
Commission, a "baraat ghar"
for the Valmiki community and
salary at par with Greater
Noida workers (Rs 11,000
instead of existing Rs 10,000)
for these sanitation workers.
“We had been demanding all
these issues since long and in
this regard our national
chairman Manohar Bhailal
Jhala and UP Safai Ayog

Bylaws to be tweaked in Ghaziabad
to allow alterations in houses

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority has decided to relax
building bylaws governing the
setback rules, which will allow
local residents to make minor
alterations in their houses. Ithas
also approved conversion of the
proposed multi-level parking at
Rajnagar District Centre into a
mechanised parking with a PPP
model being brought in for its
construction. These were
among the 45 proposals
approved at the board meeting
of Ghaziabad Development
Authority on Friday. Out of the
45 proposals, 37 were passed
without any changes while six
were  approved  with

modifications. The remaining
were rejected. “The building
bylaws prohibit any kind of
changes in the houses
constructed by the GDA.
However, over a time, it was
realised that minor alterations
were required due to growing
population. The new decision
will benefit thousands of
residents who have been living
in these buildings for years but
were barred from undertaking
renovations that did not
conform to building bylaws,”
said Kanchan Verma, vice-
chairperson, GDA. For the
multi-level parking, the GDA
had unsuccessfully invited
tenders.

%‘ i/f
A

member Manju Daler met
authority officials on the matter
and presented our cause,” said
Ravindra Pradhan, state
president Safai Majdoor Garib
Uthhan Union and
representative of contractual
workers in Noida. According
to Pradhan while decisions on
extending benefits of 7 Pay
Commission, separate baraat
ghars for Valmiki community
inJ J Colony sector 50, Barola
village sector 49, Sorkha village
sector 115 and Parthala
Khanjarpur village in sector

Noida fines Rs 2.5 lakh
on five companies for
flouting green norms

NOIDA: The Public Health
Department Noida Authority
levied a fine of Rs 2.5 lakh on
five private companies for
lack of sanitation redress and
garbage dumped by them in
sectors 125, 126, 127, 128
and 138. “We carried out a
survey or all these sectors on
Thursday and garbage
dumped in many places across
45 metre wide road near these
sectors as well as unclean
roads of the sectors. Hence
we issued fines ranging from
Rs 50000 to a lakh on the five
companies operating in these
sectors,” said S K Gupta,
deputy general manager,
public health DN A.

122 and salary at par with
Greater Noida contractual
workers were yet to be
addressed, the Noida authority
agreed to monthly check ups
of these workers beginning
December next month. “We
have sent a letter to chief
medical superintendent (CMS)
of the district hospital to set up
a medical camp for these
workers on a monthly basis
beginning December 5,” said
Rajesh Kumar Singh, OSD
Noida Authority. On extending
benefits of 7 Pay Commission
demand, Singh maintained that
while the service is applicable
to all workers enrolled with
Noida authority, the same
cannot be provided to
contractual workers.

families. Anand works as an
RO water bottle supplier.
Vikrama, the girl’s mother, said
the two were friends in school
and have known each other for
several years now. He was not
answering Shalu’s phone calls
for the past few days, she said.
“When Anand’s parents
approached us with a marriage
proposal for Shalu, we readily
agreed and decided to get them
married next year. I do not
what transpired between them
on Wednesday. Shalu jumped
from the balcony of our fourth-
floor flat on Wednesday night
while we were inside.

Car hits divider on
Yamuna expressway
after tyre burst, one dies

NOIDA: A 32-year-old man
died and another person was
seriously injured after a tyre of
the vehicle he was travelling
in burst on the Yamuna
Expressway in Rabupura in
Greater Noida on Friday
around 9.30pm. The victim has
been identified as Umesh
Yadav and the injured person
is Girish (33), both from Delhi.
Police said both of them were
going to Khurja from Delhi
with eight other relatives in a
Maruti Suzuki Eeco to attend
a wedding on Friday night.
According to police, the
vehicle was travelling at a high
speed due to which the tyre of
the car burst.

Single-window system in GDA
to keep a tab on complaints

GHAZIABAD: In an effort to
bring transparency and
accountability in its functioning,
the Ghaziabad Development
Authority has decided to
introduce a single-window
system to accept complaints
from the general public. The
system is also aimed at reducing
the interface between the public
and the clerical staff of GDA
to the bare minimum.
According to sources, a new
software is being introduced in
the GDA office which will help
the public to get their work done
without going from one
department to another, often
preceded by endless follow-

ups. The single-window system
will admit the public grievances
under four heads property,
engineering, enforcement and
miscellaneous. “Counters have
been opened at the reception
wherein the public, as per their
nature of work, shall approach
the respective counter and get
their work listed in the system
which will then be forwarded
to the respective department,”
said Kanchan Verma, vice-
chairperson, GDA. “Each work
generated in the system has
been assigned a time period
under which the concerned
department will have to wrap
up the work.
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GDA knocks down cycle tracks to widen roads

GHAZIABAD: A project by
the Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) to widen a
busy stretch in Indirapuram to
ease traffic snarls has eaten
into tracks meant for cyclists
and early morning joggers built
during the Akhilesh Yadav
regime. The development
authority is currently working to
widen a 4.5km stretch running
parallel to Green Valley from
Shani Dev Mandir on CISF
Road till NH-24 near Khoda.
Six junctions have been
identified along the stretch
where roads will be widened at
least 50m etres on either side
to ease flow of vehicular
traffic. But in the process, the

GDA has had to remove cycle
and walking tracks that had
been laid in 2014. The stretch
that is being widened remains
congested, particularly during
rush hours, as it is the main road
through which vehicles enter
Indirapuram from Delhi,
Vaishali, Vasundhara and
Kaushambi. What adds to the
daily snarls are haphazard
parking of vehicles along the
road. On Tuesday, TBC

Man sent to 10 years in jail
for Killing pregnant wife

GHAZIABAD: A 40-year-
old daily wager was
sentenced to 10 years of
imprisonment on Thursday for
murdering his pregnant wife
in 2008. The district court also
imposed a fine of Rs 10,000
on him. On August 28, 2008,
Shaukeen had stabbed his
eight-month-pregnant wife,
Sitara, with a knife at her
sister’s house. Sitara, who
was in her 20s, had later
succumbed to her injuries. He
has two children from another
marriage. Additional district
government counsel Vidya
Bhushan Sharma said, “An
FIR had been filed after the

woman’s brother Sahid filed a
police complaint against
Shaukeen. Shaukeen used to
quarrel with Sitara frequently
and had divorced her two
weeks before the murder.
After the divorce, Sitara had
shifted to her sister’s house in
Masuri. On the day of the
crime, Shaukeen had come to
meet Sitara with his brother-
in-law Fareed. An argument
broke out between them and
Shaukeen stabbed her before
fleeing from the spot.” Sharma
said seven witnesses were
produced by the prosecution,
out of which three had
witnessed the murder.

conducted a recce of the entire
stretch and found bollards and
kerb stones of the tracks broken
in at least six locations. The
tracks were found damaged at
the junctions in front of roads
leading to Abhay Khand 2 and
3, Gyan Khand 4, near the gate
of Section 4 of Green Valley,
opposite the road leading to
Shakti Khand 2 and near
Velankanni Matha Church. The
GDA said it would mark lanes
connecting the tracks that
hadn’t been removed. “Of the
six junctions chosen for
widening the road, work is
complete on two. The junctions
in front of St Thomas and St
Francis schools have already

been widened. Roads are being
widened by 50 metres on either
side. Kerb stones and bollards
that lie within 50 metres of the
centre of each crossing are
being shifted. Lanes will be
marked on the road surface in
place of the stones to connect
these cycle tracks at these
points,” GDA executive
engineer Manvendra Singh said.
Leaders of the Samajwadi
Party, in whose regime the
tracks had been built, accused
the GDA targeting projects built
by them. “The BIJP-led
government is after political
vendetta, and has been
undermining our projects since
coming to power.

DGM ‘“didn’t pay’ Rs 41k
for sweets, court orders FIR

NOIDA: An anti-corruption
court in Meerut has ordered an
FIR to be filed against a deputy
general manager of Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) and his
personal secretary for allegedly
taking sweets worth Rs 41,000
from a shop for Diwali and
leaving without making a
payment. The court order came
onacomplaint filed by Lokendra
Singh Bhati, the owner of
Badami Sweets in Arihant
Greens. Bhati alleged that on
November2, PK Kaushik, deputy
general manager (projects) of
GNIDA, and his personal
secretary Rakesh Sharma had

visited the outlet at night. “We
served them tea and snacks as

they are known to us. They
ordered sweets worth Rs 41,000
and stacked the packets in their
car. When we asked for
payment, they threatened to ruin
our business and left the spot,”
he said in the complaint. Kaushik
has refuted the allegations, saying
the complaint had been lodged
with an ulterior motive.

NH24 widening to be completed in a single phase on CPCB order

GHAZIABAD: The
deadlines set up by National
Highways Authority of India
to open stretches of Delhi-
Meerut Expressway to
vehicular traffic in a stage-
wise manner have been
changed as the Central
Pollution Control Board has
applied brakes on the project.
In a communication on
November 20, the CPCB had
directed the NHAI to focus
on completion of all under-
construction stretches with
bituminous topping to prevent
loose soil from causing
pollution. In October, NHAI
had embarked on a plan to
open one-km stretches of the
widened portion of the

highway to divert traffic
through it. This decision was
taken to avoid constant traffic
snarls that are being reported
from the highway due to
ongoing construction work
and vehicle movement through
broken road dividers. NHAI
had commenced construction
on stretches totalling nearly
24-km  along  either
carriageways of the 19.3-km
section of the highway from
UP Gate to Dasna in
Ghaziabad. According to
NHAI officials, the work flow
has now been altered to fully
complete the exposed 22-km
stretch of road with
bituminous topping. “We have
received conditional approval

from the CPCB to carry out
construction work along the
highway. Stretches that have
already been taken up for
construction will be
completed first in accordance
with the CPCB directive
before we begin work on
fresh stretches. Till now, we
have covered 7.5 km of the
stretch with bituminous
topping. We have set a target
of December 15 to complete
half of the 24-km stretch that
has been lying exposed with
loose soil. By March next
year, we expect to cover the
entire 24-km stretch with
bitumen. After that we will
seek fresh permission from
the CPCB to undertake

construction work on new
stretches,” said NHAI project
director R P Singh. Officials
said that nearly 250 to 300
metres of road stretches on
an average are being covered
with bitumen daily. The
section from UP Gate to Vijay
Nagar is expected to be
formally commissioned in
March. To end traffic jams at
UP Gate, which is the starting
point of the second section of
the highway in Ghaziabad,
NHAI plans to fully open the
bridge at the Hindon Cut
Canal widening work on
which is already underway in
March. “The CPCB has not
directed wus to stop
concretisation works.
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Student’s father threatened
to use a gun, says principal

GHAZIABAD: The principal
of Ingraham Polytechnic
Institute in Raj Nagar has filed
a police complaint against the
father of a 20-year-old woman
student for allegedly creating a
ruckus inside the premises of
the institute and threatened to
open fire. The institute had
stopped the student from
entering the premises after she
reported late for class on
November 22. Principal J N
Upadhyay said, “In order to
inculcate discipline among the
students, a rule has been made
to stop them from entering the
campus after a set time. On

Police to identify
‘snatching spots’ in
Ghaziabad

GZB: Police have decided to
identify spots across the city
where more than five cases
of chain and mobile phone
snatchings have been
reported in the past. SSP
Upendra Kumar Agrawal said
officers had been directed to
compile data of such cases
over the past five years. Cops
in police response vehicles
(PRVs) would also be trained
in proper documentation of
snatching incidents. The SSP
said the spots would be
surveyed and then plotted on the
Google map for better policing.
An internal assessment by the
police reveals that maximum
cases of chain.

November 22, the student was
late by 20 minutes so the women
staff at the gate stopped her
from entering the campus. The
student then called her parents
to the institute.” “The student’s
father misbehaved with me as
well as with other teachers in
front of the students. He used
foul language and threatened of
getting us vanished from the city.
The student and her mother tried
to pacify him, but he even
misbehaved with them. After
sometime, he left the place with
his wife after she apologized to
us on his behalf,” the principal
added.

Youth held for
raping 8-year-old

GHAZIABAD: A 22-year-
old man was arrested on
Tuesday night for allegedly
raping an eight-year-old-girl
in Kavi Nagar. The girl, a
daughter of a labourer, had
gone to a temple when the
accused, Bablu, who lived in
the neighbourhood, took her
to an abandoned area and
raped her. Police said the
father and uncle of the girl
caught Bablu and brought
him to the police station. The
complainant, who hails from
Chhatarpur district in
Madhya Pradesh, has been
living with his family in a
hutment in Kavi Nagar.

Rapid Rail hits land hurdle in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: The ambitious
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) project has hit a land
acquisition hurdle, with farmers
of three villages demanding
enhanced compensation and
jobs to part with their land for
developing a depot at Duhai in
Modipuram. The district
administration’s eff-orts to
mediate between the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), which
is implementing the project, and
the farmers have remained
unsuccessful so far. NCRTC
needs some 94 hectares of land
for developing the rapid rail
depot in Duhai. Madan Kumar,

Robbers strike at temple and chemist
shop in Ghazmbad ﬂee with cash boxes

GHAZIABAD: A pharmacy
located in Indirapuram was
robbed of Rs 1 lakh cash early
Wednesday. The entire theft
was captured in the CCTV
camera installed in the
pharmacy. The owner of the
shop, Vikas Garg, said that the
robbers had fled with the cash
box. “I received a call from a
police response vehicle (PRV)
around 4.20 am which was
making rounds in the area. The
cops asked me whether I had
forgotten to lock the shutter of
my shop—Payal medical shop -
located in Shakti Khand 1. I
immediately rushed to my shop
and found the cash box missing
from the counter,” said Garg.

Fear of monkeys keeps
families indoors in Gr Noida

GREATER NOIDA: It has
become quite troublesome for
the residents of Greater Noida
to bear the frequent attacks
by monkeys that they have
requested the Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority to deploy monkey
catchers as soon as possible.
In the past one week, two
women were attacked in their
houses in Sector Beta 1 area
by monkeys. Many children
and housewives, who often
become vulnerable during
school pick-up hours, have
stopped stepping out of their
homes. They complain of
monkeys roaming in groups of
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up to 10, both during day time
and night, entering homes and
often ripping clothes that
hang in the balconies.
Harinder Bhati, general
secretary of RWA of Sector
Beta 1 said, “Complaints
regularly come from sectors
Alpha, Gamma, Omicron etc.
Ifunchecked, we will soon be
dealing with a rising simian
population and menace
thereof.”

Footage from the CCTV
camera showed that two
masked men had entered the
shop after breaking its lock. “The
thieves had not only targeted my
shop but also an automobile
repair and spare parts shop
nearby but could not find any
cash there,” Garg added. In a
similar case of theft, a temple
located in Vasundhara’s Sector
3 was robbed of Rs 1.5 lakh
cash. The theft came to light

District hospital staff
go on strike again

NOIDA: The housekeeping
staff at the district hospital has
gone for a strike for the third
time in four months,
demanding an increase in
salaries promised to them in
keeping with the NCR wage
rules. The protesters
refrained from work for whole
of Saturday and have now
threatened a strike on
Monday too, when an NABH
team from Lucknow is slated
to come for a round of
inspection of the hospital. The
salary of 38 housekeeping
staffers had been reduced
from Rs 12,700 to Rs 7,613
when a new contractor took
over in August.

after the priests of Laxmi
Narayan Temple, Jugal Kishor
Tiwari and Ashok Mishra, woke
up in the morming and found the
lock of the iron donation box
broken. Nitin Chaudhary, one of
the members of the temple
committee, said that footage
from the CCTV camera
installed in the temple shows
two masked men entering the
temple premises at midnight. He
added that donations since
Diwali were lying inside the
box. Circle officer of
Indirapuram Ravi Kumar said,
“Incidents of burglaries
generally rise during the winter
season as visibility decreases
during night hours.

additional district magistrate
(land acquisition), told TBC on
Thursday that the farmers have
listed a slew of demands
ranging from enhanced
compensation for their land to
job for at least one family
member of each farmer. “The
farmers are yet to arrive at a
standard compensation rate for
94 acres of land that is to be
acquired. However, in a
meeting facilitated by the
districtadministration, they have
hinted at enhanced
compensation,” he said. “The
administration, which is playing
the role of a facilitator, will hold
more meetings to arrive at a
consensus.”

Cops may exhume
body of 17-day-old

GHAZIABAD: Police have
sought permission from the
district administration to exhume
the body of a 17-day-old baby
girl who was allegedly strangled
to death by her father on
November 24 and buried by her
family a day later. The
exhumation has been sought to
conduct an autopsy upon the
body to ascertain the cause of
death. The baby’s maternal
uncle had filed a complaint on
November 26 alleging her father,
Mehtab (32), a truck driver, of
strangulating her in his house in
Masuri as he wanted a son from
his wife Farhana (24). Police
said an FIR will be registered
only after an autopsy has been
conducted upon the body.

End to jams at UP Gate in
sight as NHAI prepares to start
work on flyover in January

GHAZIABAD: The National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) is likely to start the
construction work on the
proposed grade separator at UP
Gate from January 2019 to
prevent vehicular jams at the
point. The project has been
undertaken by the NHAI at the
behest of GDA to reduce jams
at the entry point of the Delhi-
Meerut Expressway in the
district. In June, GDA vice-
chairperson Ritu Maheshwari
had asked NHALI to devise a
plan to reduce jams at UP Gate
after the Hindon Elevated Road

was thrown open to vehicles in
April. The elevated road
directly connects Raj Nagar
Extension in Ghaziabad with
UP Gate in Delhi. Also, the
vehicles bound for Hindon

Elevated Road are
unnecessarily enmeshed with
vehicles bound to travel along
NH-24 at UP Gate on Delhi-
Ghaziabad border.
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