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15-year-old falls off terrace
trying to avert ...
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YuvaVahinidistrict leader
held for Diwali day firing

Ghaziabad: The district president
of the Hindu Yuva Vahini was
arrested on Thursday evening in
connection with an FIR lodged
against him in October last year
afteravideo purportedly showing
him firing a few shots in the air
during Diwali became viral on
social media. Jitendra Tyagi was
subsequently released from the
police stationitself onasurety that
he would be presentwhenever the
courtsummoned him. Forafew
days after Diwali, a video
purportedly showing Tyagi and his
childrenfiring shots inthe airwas
being widely circulated on the
social media. The police had taken
suo motu cognisance of the video
and registered an FIR against
Tyagi under Sections 25/3and 29

of the Arms Act. The Hindu
Vahini leader was since declared
anabsconder in police records. It
was only when Tyagi arrived at
the Sihani Gate police station on
Thursday evening to mediate
between two groups who had
clashed over some issue that he
was arrested. “As the offence
attracted lessthan seven yearsin
jail, he was released from the
police station itself. Tyagi was
released onabond under Section
170 (2) (to appear before the
magjistrate asand when required)
of the CrPC after a notice was
issued to himunder Section41 (1)
(arresting an accused involved in
a cognisable office without
warrant by police) of the CrPC,”
apolice officer said.
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Towards 2019

on Congress plenary

As president of the Congress, Rahul Gandhi seems to be taking
onamore aggressive avatar, attacking the BJP for its divisive
ideology and its failings on the governance front. But at the
Congress plenary in Delhi, he had little to say by way of
presenting an alternative vision, other than claiming for his party
the space given up by the BJP. Most of his speech was a tirade
against the party and its two main leaders, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah. Mr. Modi was
linked to corruption with a reference to the bank scam, and Mr.
Shah to murder with a reference to the Sohrabuddin encounter
killing. To the BJP’s quest for absolute power, Mr. Gandhi posited
the Congress’s fight for truth. He contrasted the BJP’s
commitment to an organisation (the RSS) with the Congress’s
voice for the entire nation. But mere aggression is not enough
and such words will ring inevitably hollow in the absence of a
clear and granular action plan. Even the resolutions passed at
the plenary had little use for particulars. The party’s economic
resolution faintly echoed Karl Marx’s eleventh thesis on
Feuerbach: “We have heard the clamour for change. It is now
time for change.” There was no point beyond this. The resolution
onagriculture, employmentand poverty alleviation seemed more
like a budget proposal, the highlight being a 5% cess on the
richest 1% to help the poor. The party is clearly seeking the
middle ground: equal economic opportunities for all without,
however, instilling the fear of tax terrorism or overbearing
regulation. So, fostering of business confidence and rewarding
of risk-taking were mentioned in the same breath as promoting
employment and security. The relevance of the public sector in
critical areas such as defence, transportation and financial
services was noted, while resolving to win back economic
freedom for India’s entrepreneurs. Couched in such vague
generalities, there is little to separate the Congress’s policies
from those of the BJP.

If the economic resolution took the middle path, the political
resolution was open-ended with a call for a “pragmatic approach
of working with like-minded parties and evolving acommon
workable programme to defeat the BJP-RSS in 2019”. Although
the Congress will undoubtedly be the single largest party inany
anti-BJP alliance, it will have to play the role of a very junior
partner in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. In States such as Gujarat
and Karnataka where it is a dominant party, it needs the help of
smaller allies. Besides allies, the party will need post-poll backing
from the Left, however reduced in numbers, to piece together
a coalition against the BJP. Acommon workable programme
will thus have to be forged with parties with very different
orientations. In this context, the vague generalisations are
understandable, but will they find favour with voters?

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Hrithik Roshan playsNoidamountainesr
ArjunVajpaii in acommeraal

Noida-based mountaineer Arjun
Vajpai is preparing for his
second attempt at India’'s
highest mountain peak
Kanchenjunga, which he will
attempt to scale next month.

However, bardy amonthbefore &

the 25-year-old setsout onthe
expedition; his preparations
received ashotinthearm from
an unexpected source —
Bollywood sar Hrithik Roshan.
A soft drink brand recreated
Arjun’s 2012 attempt at
summiting Mt Cho Oyu aspart
of its ‘Risk Takers of India
campaign, in an ad where
Hrithik played Arjun. In 2012,

during hisfirst attempt at Cho
Oyu,Arjunfdlill duringthedimb
and was left paralysed and
hanging on for dear life. He
eventually did conquer the
mountainfour yearslaer inwhat
he described as ‘a very
emationally satisfyingmoment’.
The ad, released earlier this
month, recreatesArjun’ssecond

Mandiesof dectrocution

GHAZIABAD: A 26-year-
old man, working as a cab
driver with an online
transportation network
company (Uber), diedof
electrocution on Sunday
eveningwhilecleaning hiscar
using a vacuum cleaner.
According to an uncle of the
deceased, hisnephew suffered
electric shock after he failed
to detect that the cable of the
vacuum cleaner had been
chewed by rats at several
places. Thevictim, identified
asRajesh Ral, was rushed to
a nearby hospital, but was
declared brought dead by the
treating doctors. Theincident
took place at Rai’s house
located at Rahul Vihar Phase

1 on Sunday around 5 pm.
“Rajesh, whowasworkingin
a private firm earlier, has
started his cab service some
timeago. Hewascleaningthe
vehiclein front of hishouse,
whilehiselder brother Rakesh
wasdtting nearby. Suddenly he
noticed that his brother was
frothing at the mouth, and
asked hismother to switch of f
thedectricboard,” saidLdlan
Kumar Rai, Rajesh’'smaterna
uncle.“However, shecould not
understand it and Rakesh
rushed insdeand removed the
plug from the el ectric socket.
Raeshfell tothegroundinan
UNCONSCious state as soon as
the plug wasremoved fromthe
dectric board.

attempt at the pesk with Hrithik
playing theyoung mountaine.
Arjunsaystheactor reached out
tohimbeforethe TV Cwasshot
andthetwohad acoupleof chats
where they shared anecdotes
from their lives, with Hrithik
taking keen interest in Arjun’s
journey so far. “It is a great
pleasure for me that Hrithik
agreedtoplay meinthead. We
had a couple of chats and we
shared storiesfromour lives. He
wasniceenoughtotakeinterest
inmy journey and waskeento
hear about how | feltwhen| was
up there (during the Cho Oyu
ascentin2012),” saysArjun.
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Protest after meat found
drewnin Ghaziabad fidds

GZB: Meat srewninafiddin
Vijay Nagar areain Ghaziabad
created avolatile Situation as
severd right-wing organisations
saged aprotest clamingit was
beef. Policerushed to the spot
todefusetension. They seized
the packet of meat, which
would now be sent to a
laboratory in Mathura to
ascertainitskind. Membersof
the Bajrang Daland Gau
Raksha Hindu Dal staged a
protest outsidetheloca police
station and handed over a
complaint. They damedtheact
wasamed a goking communal
tension during the ongoing

ChaitraNavratri festival. The
police said a case would be
registered under relevant
sections of the Uttar Pradesh
Prevention of Cow Slaughter
Act. According to the police,
themeat ontheMilitary Ground
was found around 9.30am by
some locals, who, in turn,
informed the right-wing
organisations. “ Therewasaso
a packet containing 2-3kg of
meat. The areais surrounded
by cattle sheds. A policeteam
immediately went to the spot
andsaizedthemesat,” sad SHO
(Vijay Nagar) Naresh Kumar
Sngh.

Noheadway inBHEL officar murder case,

Noidapoliceto meet family

NOIDA: Almost two weeks
after the BHEL DyGM was
shot dead near a drain in
Sector 105inNoida, policeare
struggling for clues despite
multiple agenciesworking to
crack the high-profile case.
Whileit hascometo thelight
that Amit Pandey (41) was
most likely shot at using a
country-madepistol, policeare
probing a personal enmity
angleand also that thekilling
might betheresult of afailed
robbery. According to the
police, it hasalready quizzed
asmany as20local criminals
whose movement is being
monitored. However, the

80-year-old woman kllled astaX| hltstruck InGzb

Ghaziabad: An 80-year-old
woman was killed and her
hushandwascriticdly injuredon
Wednesday when aprivatetaxi
in which they were travelling,
spunout of control and rammed
atruck. Theaccident took place
near the Old Railway Station
around 3.30amwhenthewoman,
identified asParvati Rethore, was
travellingdongwith her family
to their home in Loni. The
womean'shushand, Tunday Singh
Rathore (85) hasbeen admitted
toan|CU of Guru Teg Bahadur
Hospital in Delhi, where his
conditionissadtobecriticd. The
octogenariancouplehadreturned
to Ghaziabad viaanexpresstrain
from Etawah, thelr nativetown,
around 12.30am. Thecouplewas

accompanied by their sonRgjiv
Singh Rathore (35), achef ina
hotd in Goa, and daughter-in-law
Neema Rathore (32). Three
grandchildrenof thecoupleaso
accompaniedthem. “Wefailed
tofindany publictrangporttotake
us home. After searching for
more than acouple of hours, a
cabagreedtodrop ushome. We
had hardly begunour journey in
the taxi, when its driver lost
control and begantowobble He
rammed thetaxi againgt atruck

that waspassing dongtheroad.
| won't be able to say if the
driver was drunk or not. My
wife, mother, father and ason
were seated intherear seat and
they borethe entire brunt of the
crash,” Rgivtold TBC. Locds
gathered at theaccident spot and
informed the police. They then
rushed theinjured personstothe
district hospita in Ghaziabad
where Parvati died while
receiving thetreatment. Onthe
basisof acomplaint lodged by
Parvati’s family, an FIR has
been lodged against the
unknown truck driver under
sections304A (causing degth by
negligence) and 279 (rash
driving) of the|PC at Kotwali
policedation.

victim's family has said that
there seemsto be no headway
inthe case. From the gun-shot
wound, police has deciphered
that thebullet used to shoot the
Pandey was most probably
shot froma.315 factory-made
rifleor acountry-madepistol.
Pandey was shot in the back
with the bullet piercing his
body which came out fromthe
front alittle above the heart,
resulting in his death on the
night of March 7. His body
was found near a drain
running parallel tothe service
lane of Sector 105. “The
bullet has been shot from a
.315 borerifle or a country-

made pistol. It is being
suspected that it can most
likely beacountry-madepistol
becauseriflesare not usually
used in such crimes,” said a
source. With even senior
police officersadmitting that
thereiscurrently nothing very
congtructive pointing towards
the involvement of any one
single person or gang, they
will quiz thefamily members
inthe coming week.

15-year-old fdls off terrace trying to
avert monkey attack in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 15-year-
old boy fell from the terrace
of afour-storied building in
ShipraSun City inIndirgpuram
while trying to save himself
from a monkey on Friday
evening. Ashish Nayak, aclass
IX student of JKG
International School,
Indirapuram, has been
admitted totheintensivecare
unit of aprivate hospital ina
critical state. The boy has
reportedly suffered multiple
fractures and injuries on his
head. Theincident took place
around 6 pm on Friday. Aarti
Badyan, president of the Shipra
Sun City Resident Welfare
Association phase Il, said,

= 1 e—
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"Theboy livesinphasell the
resdentia colony and had gone
tomeet hisfriendswholivein
the phase I. Ashish and his
friends were playing on the
terrace of the building.
Suddenly, a monkey came
there and started chasing
them. The boy ran and fell
through the shaft of the
buildingtothegroundfloor. His
body was spotted by a CISF
personne Sushil who had gone
thereto hissenior’shouse.”
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Airvery poor, only Ghaziabad more polluted than Gurugram in NCR

GURUGRAM: The
PM2.5concentration in the city
has doubled in the past 48
hours, making Gurugram the
second most polluted city in
NCR on Wednesday. The
PM2.5 concentration was 100
micrograms per cubic metre on
Monday but increased to 211
on Tuesday and 175 on
Wednesday. On Wednesday,
Ghaziabad became the most-
polluted city in NCR with an
air quality (AQI) index of 331,
which falls under the ‘very
poor’ category. The AQI in
Gurugram was recorded at 309
which also falls under the
‘very poor’ category. On the
other hand, Delhi, Faridabad

and Noida reported AQI
indices of 231, 247 and 252
which fall in the ‘poor’
category. According to the
officials of Haryana State
Pollution Control Board
(HSPCB), decrease in wind
speed and a relatively cloudy
sky have led to an increase in
the PM2.5 concentration. “The
wind speed has reduced

BTech student ends life in GZB

Ghaziabad: A 20-year-old
engineering student allegedly
hanged himself to death in his
rented accommodation in
Ghaziabad on Wednesday. The
youth, identified by police as
Sudhanshu, has left behind a
suicide note in which he has
claimed to have taken the
extreme step for not living up to
the expectations of his parents
and family. Sudhanshu was a
second year BTech student of
AKG Engineering College in
Ghaziabad. He used to liveina
rented accommaodation with his
46-year-old mother in Akash
Nagar in the Masuri area. Police
said a memo about the death of
Sudhanshu was sent to Masuri
police station from MMG

Hospital where he had been
admitted. As per the memo,
Sudhanshu was taken to the
hospital at around12.30 amon
Thursday. Police conducted a
post-mortem on Thursday
before handing it over to his
family. No case has been
registered so far. “In the suicide
note, Sudhanshu has written that
he had taken the decision out of
his own volition. He claims to
have failed to live up to the
expectation of his parents.

slightly, making it difficult for
dust particles to disperse and
leading to arise in the level of
particulate matter. We have
seen the same scenario in other
cities of NCR. The pollution
levels have increased across
NCR over the past 48 hours.
In Gurugram, however, it has
been worse,” said an official
of HSPCB. Experts, on the
other hand, blamed
construction on arterial roads
for the sudden rise in
concentration of particulate
matter. “There is no check on
construction work on private
land plots. Additionally, the
authorities are flouting all
norms to build underpasses and

widen roads in the city. There
are several ways to control
pollution at construction sites
such as regular sprinkling on
site, putting up metal barriers
and using vaccum cleaning.
However, nothing is being done
by the authorities,” said Vivek
Kamboj from Haryali, an
environmental NGO.
According to the Met
department, the wind speed is
expected to rise in next two
days. “We are expecting wind
speed to go up in the next two
days so we can expect
dispersal of particulate matter.
It might result in bringing down
the air pollution. We might see
cloudy sky and thunderstorm.

Four vending zone sites
earmarked in Indirapuram

Ghaziabad: The GDA has
identified four locations in
Indirapuram to set up vending
zones to accommodate
hawkers and vendors that at
present encroach upon streets
and roads in the township. The
list of these four vending zones
was presented in a meeting
held by DM Ritu Maheshwari
on Thursday to figure out
means to rid the city from the
clutches of encroachers.
According to the GDA, 1,000
street vendors have been
identified for whom alternate
space will be provided within
the township. “Though we
have identified 1,000 vendors

we have identified space that
can accommodate over 1,100
vendors. Four vacant parcels
of land in Indirapuram will be
used for setting up the vending
zones,” GDA executive
engineer H L Singh told TBC.
The green belt in Shakti Khand
4, running parallel to the
Hindon Canal, which had
recently been cleared of
illegally operating banquet halls
and farm houses is one of the
four locations set up for
vending zones. An 800 sgm
plot of land near Shanti Gopal
Hospital in Ahimsa Khand 2 is
another plot identified for a
vending zone.

Civilian flights from Hindon likely in June

Ghaziabad: The proposal to
start civilian flight operations
from Hindon air force station
under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
has got afillip with the district
administration claiming to
have resolved its dispute with
farmers over land in
Sikandarpur village. Officials
said the farmers had agreed
to the new lease rate offered
to them and the administration
had planned development of
the infrastructure required for
flight operations to start. “A
new lease rate of Rs 200 per
sgm every year was offered
to the farmers. Of the total 43
farmers, 39, who own

26,000sgqm of land, have
agreed to the rate and they
have signed the consent
document,” said Prem Ranjan
Singh, SDM (Sadar). “The
remaining four farmers, who
own less than 10,000sgm of
land, have also agreed in-
principle to the new lease
rate. We hope to get their
consent in writing soon,” he
added. The total land required

for the project is around
42,000sgm, of which nearly
36,000sgm is owned by 43
farmers and the remaining is
with the housing board. “The
housing board has also agreed
to the new lease rate and is
ready to part with its land for
the project,” Singh said. With
the land dispute resolved, the
administration is now focusing
on infrastructure
development. “The Airports
Authority of Indiawill develop
the terminal while the work
for developing the approach
road leading to the terminal
has been handed over to the
PWD,” said Singh. A 700m
stretch between Bhowpura

and Sikandarpur will be
broadened from 6 to 9 metres
while another 650 metres of
road leading to the terminal
will be developed by the
PWD. “At present, the PWD
is busy preparing the DPR for
the road,” said Singh. If all
goes according to plan, civilian
flights might begin operations
at the Hindon station by June-
end, he said. The electricity
department will install five
transformers of 100KVA
each in the area. “The GMC
has been entrusted with the
responsibility of installing
street lights along the road
leading to the terminal,” said
Singh.
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Waste burning on govt land In
Ghaziabad pollutes air, FIR filed

Ghaziabad: An FIR was
registered on Wednesday
against unidentified persons for
allegedly burning garbage in
the open in Vasundhara Sector
7. The case was registered at
Indirapuram police station on
the basis of a complaint lodged
by city-based environmental
activist Vikrant Sharma.
Sharma registered the
complaint after he noticed
smoke billowing from garbage
seton fire ona plot of land just
behind Indirapuram police
station in Vasundhara. The plot
belongs to UP Housing &

Development Board and the
fire was sighted at around 5
pm. “I noticed a huge cloud of
smoke in the air while
travelling to Ghaziabad from
Delhi. I followed the smoke
and its source was found in the
garbage strewn over the
vacant plot of land. Setting
garbage on fire is also a
violation of the orders of the

Two landfills identified to
turn waste to energy

Ghaziabad: The district
administration has identified two
plots where it could dump its
civic waste. There are plans to
develop waste-to-energy plants
at these two sites Galand and
Mohammadpur Amad Baghpat
and the administration, GDA
and GMC are preparing a DPR.
“We’ve identified 35 acres of
land in Galand and another 21
acres in Mohammadpur Amad
Baghpat in Modinagar which
will be developed as landfill
site,” said C P Singh, municipal
commissioner. “The two
patches of land identified would
not only serve as landfill sites

but waste dumped here will be
used in generating power. The
agencies have hired a private
firm to prepare the DPR.”
Singh further said that
Mohammadpur Amad Baghpat
will serve as a landfill for civic
waste generated from areas
such as Muradnagar,
Modinagar and Mohan Nagar
while the Galand site will cater
to solid waste generated in the
areas under GDA’s control and
four zones under GMC,
including Pratap Vihar,
Kavinagar, city and Vasundhara
zones. The city generates over
1,200 tonnes of solid waste daily.

National Green Tribunal,”
Sharmatold TBC. A Dial 100
police SUV reached the spot
as soon as Sharma called up
the control room. The fire was
doused with the help of
sprinklers and a fire brigade.
The FIR has been registered
under section 278 (making
atmosphere noxious to health)
of IPC. “We tried to ascertain
the identity of the person who
had set fire to the garbage but
have failed so far. The area will
be kept under vigilance in order
to avoid future instances of
fire,” said a police officer.
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Techie orders phone, gets marble instead

GHAZIABAD: A41-year-old
IT professional, aresident of Sun
Tower, Shipra Sun City,
Indirapuram, on Saturday got the
shock of his life when he
received a piece of stone inplace
of a smartphone which he had
ordered through e-retail portal
Amazon two days back. The
man subsequently lodged a
complaint with the police, even
as he approached a consumer
forum with the issue. Subhajit
Sarkar, a technology specialist
with NIIT technologies in
Greater Noida, had ordered the
mobile phoneworthRs19,9900n
March 15 as a surprise gift for
his wife Anindita. However,
when the delivery boy landed at

his doorstep on Saturday moming,
his hopes of seeing the astonished
face of his wife after receiving
the gift were dashed. Sensing
something amiss while receiving
the package, Sarkar asked the
delivery boy to open the box just
as he started to film the entire
proceeding on his phone. “The
packet was not properly sealed.
The outside brown box was
wrapped in a black tape, which
did not look authentic atall. The
plastic wrapper of the maobile
phone was also missing. There
was a stone in the upper shelf of
the mobile phone box, while
mobile charger and earphone
were present in the lower
compartment,” Sarkar said.

Parents tortured and sold 10-yr-old, many raped her

GHAZIABAD: A10-year-old
girl was sold multiple times by
her elderly father and
stepmotherto many unidentified
men in the past four years, all of
whom raped her. The girl, who
used to stay with her 60-year-
old father and 25-year-old
stepmother in Loni, was found
loitering near the railway station
in Jaipur in December last year
and was handed over to child
welfare committee in
Ghaziabad by its counterpart in
Jaipur. On Tuesday, the CWC
wrote to the police to filean FIR
against the girl’s parents. The
girl, who is under the constant
watch of the CWC, and being
given periodic counselling, has

Principal and two teachers booked for
abetment to sumde of N0|da student

NOIDA: Two teachers and
principal of a private schoolhave
been booked for abetment to
suicide and criminal intimidation
after a Class X student hanged
herself in her Noida home on
Tuesday evening. Social Science
teacher Rajiv Sehgal, science
teacher Neeraj Anand and
principal of Ahlcon School,
Mayur Vihar, Dharmendra
Goyal have been booked under
Sections 306 and 506 of IPC.
The student Ekisha Sah had
allegedly committed suicide in
the evening at around 6 PM
when her family members were
away. Raghav Shah, Ekisha’s
father, said that the two

teachers deliberately failed the
student in the two papers. “The
class IX results were declared
on March 16. My daughter was
givenonly 27 and 17 marks in
Science and Social sciences.
The two teachers had also
threatened that she would be
failed in re-examination too,” he
said. Raghav Sah also accused
the two teachers for mental and
physical harassment. “They
used to touch my daughter

inappropriately. Ekisha had
complained to us earlier. We
initially ignored it believing
teachers are revered and they
would not do this. We had gone
to meet the school principal 3-4
times but he did not meet us,”
he said. The school principal
Dharmendra Goyal on
Wednesday morning held a
press conference in Delhi and
denied the allegations. “The
student was given marks based
on her answer-sheet. The
allegation of harassment is not
true,” he said. He added that the
student’s family had not
complained to the management
about the issue.

many burn injuries on her thighs
and legs which, according to her,
were inflicted by her father using
ahotiron rod. The minor, who
narrated the sordid tale of torture
she underwent for several years,
also revealed that her father had
stolen many children from
railway stations and sold them
in far-flung areas. Her father, a
butcher, had remarried after the
death of her mother. “The girl
has suffered a number of
atrocities at the hands of her

parents and is in a state of
shock. The girl’s sufferings
increased manifold after her
father, a butcher, got married
for the second time four years
ago. She was beaten at home
if she made any mistake in
doing household work like
cooking and cleaning. Many
times, boiling tea was thrown
on her,” said Shalini Singh, a
CWC member. “The girl’s
stepmother sold her to a man,
who in turn gave her to some
other person after keeping her
forawhile. In this manner, she
was moved from one place to
another. The girl told us that she
had been to Kolkata,
Chandigarh, Jodhpur and Delhi
among other places.

BTech student goes missing

from Vaishali

GHAZIABAD: A20-year-old
BTech student, a resident of
Meerut, went missing from
Vaishali metro station on
Monday night. A missing
person’s complaint was
registered at Indirapurampolice
station and amanhunt has been
launched to trace Maaz Khan,
a first-year student at ITS
Engineering College in Greater
Noida. Maaz’s family lives in
Meerut’s Humayun Nagar. On
Monday afternoon, Maaz, who
was going to Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia to meet his father, an
electrician with an automobile
company, left home with his
brother and mother to board the

flight from IGI Airportin Delhi.
Maaz’s elder brother Izhar
Khan said, “The flight was
scheduled to take off at 7 pm.
As we were getting late due to
atraffic jam, we dropped Maaz
off at Vaishali metro station.
However, my brother could not
make itto the airport on time and
informed us that he was
returning. He told us he was
taking the metro and would meet
us at Mohan Nagar Crossing.
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