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3 cleaners choke to death
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Finmin approves GZB metro
DPR, but funds crunch stay

GHAZIABAD: The Union
finance ministry has approved
the revised detailed project
report (DPR) for the Dilshad
Garden-New Bus Stand metro
project, officials said. The
approval will pave the way for
an early release of the Centre’s
share of Rs 402.40 crore which
is hanging fire since last year.
“We have been informed that
the finance ministry has given
its consent to the revised DPR
of Rs 2,210 crore for Dilshad
Garden-New Bus Stand metro
project, which will facilitate the
early release of Centre’s fund
which is Rs 402.40 crore,” VN
Singh, chief engineer,

Ghaziabad Development
Authority, told TBC. “The
project now awaits the Union
cabinet’s approval after which
the funds will be released,” he
added. The Dilshad Garden-
New Bus Stand metro project
is facing funds crunch as the
departments and agencies
concerned have not
contributed their share
completely.
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EDITORIAL

Legalising gambling can
help generate jobs, revenue

Since the enforcement agencies have been unable to curb
the spread of illegal gambling in the country, the Law
Commission of India has recommended that the government
should consider legalising gambling and betting as a regulated
activity. In 2016, while examining the Justice RM Lodha
panel’s recommendations on legalising betting in sport,
triggered by allegations of match-fixing in the Indian Premier
League, the Supreme Court had mandated the commission
to examine the subject. The commission’s report, submitted
to the government last week, suggests changes in law to
regulate gambling and betting. One of the recommendations
says that in keeping with the changing times, the State should
re-examine the ban on gambling . “With the advent of online
gambling and the anonymity it ensures, gambling and betting
activities have acquired a global presence. It has, therefore,
become more challenging for countries to monitor or curb
these activities,” says the report. The observation is not too
different from what American economist Gary Becker, a
Nobel Laureate, once said: “I favour allowing online
gambling, given the weak arguments against it, the common
human desire to gamble, and also that addictive aspects of
gambling are greatly exaggerated.” In the State of Bombay
vs RMD Chamarbaugwalla case in 1957, the Supreme Court
had observed that even the legendary Kautilya, celebrated
for his strategical acumen, wasn’t averse to the State earning
revenue from gambling.

For the record, gambling is illegal in India. India’s gaming
laws are governed by the Public Gambling Act, 1867, in
which any agreement based on a wager (or chance) is termed
as void. Allowing betting or gambling will entail amending
the provisions of the Act. But large-scale illegal betting
continues regardless, in the process, depriving the State of
revenue-earning opportunities. A good option could be to
legalise, regulate and tax the resultant income. This might
help curb illegal syndicates. Regulation of the sector also
makes sense if one considers the extent of illegal gambling
in the country. In a report on the subject in 2013, the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
had said there was an informal Rs 300,000 crore annual
betting industry in India.

Recommending linking the betting amount with the player’s
PAN?card and Aadhaar card, the law panel has also asked
the government to modify the foreign direct investment (FDI)
policy to allow FDI in the casino and online gaming industry.
Even as India continues to follow an antiquated British-era
statute, the UK itself is among the countries that legalised
gambling and betting decades ago. Apart from revenue,
legalising and regulating the gambling sector could also help
generate valuable employment. The regulated gambling
industry in the United Kingdom, for instance, hires more
than 100,000 people. Japan , which has the largest national
betting market in the world, allows betting on horse racing,
cycling, motorbike racing and boat racing. In India, too,
central and state governments can earn millions of rupees
in revenue from taxes on gambling.Still, despite the clear
potential for revenue, any such move for deregulation must
be carried out while ensuring that the vulnerable sections of
society are protected. A robust regulatory framework
governing the sector will ensure that people do not fall prey
to the excesses of gambling.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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UP govt panel asks NBCC to complete half-
finished flats in Noida’s 4 big projects

New Delhi: A high-powered
committee set up by the Uttar
Pradesh government has
asked state-owned National
Buildings Construction
Corporation (NBCC) to
explore the possibility of
buying vacant flats in the
much-delayed housing
projects in Noida or find a
suitable business model for
the sale of these apartments
to complete the projects,
some of which have been in

the pipeline for as long as 13
years. To begin with, the
panel, headed by Union
housing secretary D S
Mishra, will take up the
stalled projects of four
beleaguered real estate
players — Unitech, Amrapali,
Jaypee Group and The 3C
Company — in the Delhi
suburb, where thousands of
homebuyers are awaiting
possession, sources told TBC.
Some of the projects of

These GN youths spend their
weekends cleaning up village ponds

GREATER NOIDA: At a
time when the groundwater
table in Gautam Budh Nagar is
depleting at a rate of one metre
every year, residents of a little
known village in Greater
Noida are setting an example
by rejuvenating existing ponds
in their hamlet and neighbouring
areas. Apart from ponds in
their own Dabra village, the
group has cleaned up
waterbodies in Kalpura,
Salempur and Shahid Sarovar
over the past one year. “Ours
is an informal group, [ usually
announce a plan on social media
platforms and people gather on
their own to clean up the ponds.
There is no money involved. In
fact, people who volunteer
bring their own instruments to
clean up the ponds,” Ramveer

Tanwar, an engineer by
profession, told TBC. Their
movement started with one
local pond in Dabra a year ago,
and it was soon replicated by
local boys for other ponds. “I
started it, but soon found a lot
of young people wanting to
spend their weekend in such
volunteer work,” Tanwar
added. Residents say they
clean up hyacinth and garbage
from the surface of'a pond with
filtration methods using nets.
They also clean the boundary
of the ponds before planting
saplings on the fringes to protect
the outline of the waterbodies.
“Due to a lack of garbage
disposal facilities in the village,
lots of people have been
dumping their waste in the

pond.

Amrapali Group as well as
Jaypee Infratech are also
facing insolvency action. The
committee has also instructed
NBCC to find options for
optimum use of the vacant
land parcels in these projects
to expedite their completion.
The government-owned
‘navaratna’ company has
been asked to conduct a joint
survey of sites along with the
authorities concerned and
report the findings.

2 more held in Noida
after shootouts,
both hitin leg

NOIDA: Two criminals were
arrested in separate shootouts
in Noida Sector 62 and
Bisrakh area on Thursday
morning. In the first case, a
35-year-old  criminal,
identified as Sanjay Kumar,
was arrested during a routine
check near D-Park. Pankaj
Rai, the SHO of Sector 58
police station, said: “A suspect
reached the spot on a
motorcycle. Police signalled
him to stop for checking but
he tried to flee after opening
fire at the police team.” The
police fired retaliatory shots
and hit Sanjay in the leg. A
countrymade gun , two
cartridges and a stolen
motorcycle were recovered
from his possession.

Boy who killed mother, sister clears Class X, gets Rs 25,000

NOIDA: A 16-year-old boy
who had murdered his mother
and sister in their Noida
Extension apartment last
December has cleared his
CBSE Class X exam from the
correction home he is lodged in.
The boy had received a
scolding from his mother one
evening, as he often did
because of his poor academic
performance, and late that night
attacked her and his sister with
a pizza cutter and cricket bat
as they slept. He received 255
marks out of 500, top-scoring
in Hindi (72), followed by
foundation of IT (56), social
science (50), English (44) and
Science (33). In the process, he
also secured a rewards of Rs
25,000 from the UP
government. The juvenile is

among around 50 other inmates
lodged in different correction
homes who passed their class
X and XII examinations in the
first or second divisions this
year. The department of
women and child welfare is
giving the cash rewards Rs
51,000 for those securing first
division and Rs 25,000 for the
next level. Aneet Baghel,
advocate and member of the
Juvenile Justice Board, said two
juvenile inmates of the Noida
home had appeared in the
examination. “The boy accused
of killing his mother and sister
had got permission to appear in
the exam this year. The other
17-year old inmate, who
appeared for the Class XII
exam, got firstdivision,” he said.
The boy was detained four days

after his mother (42) and sister
(12) were found murdered at
their 4-BHK flat on December
6. He took Rs 1.5 lakh cash
from his house, locked the door
from outside, took the lift to the
basement and managed to get
out of his society unnoticed. He
took a taxi to New Delhi
railway station. Four days later,
after he made a call to his father,
and police team tracked him
down to Varanasi and brought
him to Noida. “He said he was
sorry for what had happened.
The observation home
provided him facilities for
studies and also held
counselling sessions,” said an
official at the correction home.
Baghel said there are 140
inmates at the Noida
correction home at present.
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3 cleaners choke to death inside sewage collection tank

GHAZIABAD: Three
persons died of suspected
asphyxiation inside the tank of
a sewage treatment plant’s
pumping station where they
had descended to clean
garbage on Sunday, prompting
the district administration to
order an inquiry. While one of
the cleaners, engaged with a
private company maintaining
the pumping station and the
plant, collapsed and fell into the
accumulated sludge, two
others died trying to rescue
him. While two of the
deceased have been identified
as Roshan Lal (45), a cleaner,
and Mahesh (28), a pump
operator, the identity of the

RWA body seeks
voice in Noida board

NOIDA: Federation of
Noida Residents Welfare
Association (FONRWA) has
written a letter to the UP
government seeking its
representation in Noida
Authority. NP Singh,
FONRWA president, said that
he has written a letter to
Anoop Chandra Pandey, chief
secretary, UP government,
stating at least two
FORNWA office bearers be
associated with the Authority.
“As an organization, we
represent the entire population
of Noida. We are keen to
assist the Authority
effectively in the execution of
policies for the betterment of
the residents,” he said.

third person, a local youth, was
yet to be established. All three
dead bodies have been sent for
autopsies after they were
fished out by an NDRF team.
The pumping station in Loni is
located around 1.5km away
from the 68-MLD sewage

treatment plant (STP) in Ved
Vihar. The sewage disposed
from various colonies of Loni
accumulate at the pumping
station, from where it is filtered
and transported to the STP
through underground pipelines.
The STP and the pumping
station are owned by the UP
Jal Nigam but maintained by a
private agency, Envirocon
Engineering Company. The
accident took place around
9.30am when Roshan and
Mahesh were engaged in
maintenance work. Roshan
had descended around 50 feet
into the tank with a vertical
steel ladder affixed to one of
its walls. “He had tied a rope

around his waist and the loose
end was in our hands. H

shouted he was having
difficulty breathing. After a
while, he untied the rope and
started climbing the ladder. But
soon, he began shivering and
collapsed into the knee-deep
sludge,” said Sunil Sharma, a
third worker who was above
the tank. “Without wasting
time, Mahesh descended the
ladder with the rope in his
hand. He didn’t even bother to
take off his clothes. He was
trying to recover Roshan’s
body when he, too, collapsed
into the sludge,” he added.
Within minutes, a crowd had
gathered around the tank.

Two shoot

vendor, held

GHAZIABAD: Two persons
were arrested on Thursday for
accidentally shooting a farmer-
cum-vegetable vendor on the
evening of July 3 in Loni. The
accused were fighting over an
issue with a third person and
ina fit of rage one of them fired
a bullet at him, but it instead
hit the vegetable vendor,
Mordhwaj who succumbed to
his injuries on his way to the
hospital. The two have been
identified as Tanveer Kasana
and Manish, both residents of
Mandala in Loni. They have
been booked under sections
302,301 and 307 of the IPC.

BA student among four held for robbing Ghaziabad techie

GHAZIABAD: A 25-year-
old student of Subharti
University in Meerut was
arrested along with his three
accomplices on Sunday for
allegedly robbing a software
engineer at his house in
Ghaziabad The robbery had
taken place in the rented
apartment of the engineer,
Vishwa Munjal (30), on June
30. Munjal, who works with
HCL Technologies, lives alone
in the flat in K-Block of
Sector 23 in Sanjay Nagar.
According to the police,
Deepak Chauhan, works as a
part-time courier delivery boy
with DTDC in Noida Sector
80 and is a second-year BA
student in Meerut. The rented

flat in which the robbery took
place had been occupied by
Deepak’s childhood friend,
Ravi Raj, around three years
ago before he vacated it.
Police said Deepak had
known the flat-owner, Manish
Kumar, who lives in Greater
Noida, through his friend Ravi
Raj. “Ataround 10pm on June
30, aman knocked on my door
saying he wanted to deliver a

Can’t do night duty, says doctor, resigns

NOIDA: Migsun , earlier
known as Mahaluxmi group,
has announced an investment
of Rs 500 crore in a housing
project in Greater Noida. The
company’s managing director,
Yash Miglani, said the firm will
develop 1,250 flats in 24,000
square meter land, near the
upcoming Wipro metro station
in Greater Noida. The
apartments would be priced
between Rs 15- 40 lakh and
the construction work will start
next week. “We will invest
about Rs 500 crore to develop
an affordable housing project,
Migsun Vilaasa, in Greater
Noida. We have already sold
around 900 flats in 12 days,”
Miglani told TBC. The
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developer has promised to
deliver the flats in 36 months.
The project site is 3km away
from Pari Chowk. “The price
for 2-BHK and 3-BHK flats
would start from Rs 16 lakh
and Rs 26 lakh respectively,”
Miglani said. The investment
would be funded through
internal accruals and advances
from customers. The
developer said the land for the
project was acquired two

months ago. Partha Sarthi Sen
Sharma, who took over as
CEO of Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority on June 23, said he
has received information about
the developer’s plan for a
housing society. In April this
year, Migsun had announced a
low cost housing project in
Ghaziabad with an investment
of around Rs1,000 crore. The
company would develop 3,000
flats under the central
government’s  scheme,
Affordable Housing in
Partnership (AHP) Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. In 2014,
Mahaluxmi Group was
renamed to Migsun, giving a
modern outlook.

marriage reception card for
my landlord Manish Kumar.
He called Manish Kumar
from his mobile phone and
informed that he was leaving
a card behind. I accepted the
card and the man went away.
Around 30 minutes later, two
other men came back and
asked to be let inside to
discuss some property related
issue pertaining to my
landlord. One of the men
asked for water. When I
returned with a water bottle,
both had entered inside and
locked the door. They
pointed a gun at my forehead
and tied my hands and feet
with cello tape. They
dumped me in the bedroom

and ransacked the entire
house. They escaped with my
debit cards and credit cards
as well as a HP Elite laptop
and an iPhone 6. They also
took the keys of 120 car but
later abandoned it on the main
road,” Munjal told TBC.
According to police, the men
abandoned the car because
they could not find it easy to
drive with a chain that had
been locked around one of'its
wheels by Munjal. The debit
and credit cards, which had
not been used by the robbers,
were also later found dumped
near an ATM. Neighbours
entered the flat and untied
Munjal after he cried for
help.

Man booked for trying
to ‘get rid of” 13 strays

GHAZIABAD: A 66-year-old
retired vice-president of a
private firm has been booked
by Ghaziabad police for
allegedly trying to getrid of 13
stray dogs from a gated
residential colony in Sanjay
Nagar. However, Sudhir
Dhamija, also a local RWA
member, has refuted the
allegation. Police said on
Friday that an FIR was
registered against Dhamija on
Thursday evening under
Section 11 of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act,
1960, on the basis of a
complaint by animal rights

organisation, People for
Animals, that got the
information from a local
resident. As per Section 11 of
PCA Act, abandoning any
animal for any reason can land
one in prison for up to three
months. According to the
complainant, Babusha
Chaudhary, a local resident
and a member of PFA,
“Around 11 am on July 1, the
13 dogs of the society were
tied up in plastic sacks on
Dhamija’s order. I fortunately
spotted them while the dogs
were being put in a pick-up
van.
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VIP movement likely to cause traffic chaos in
Noida; commuters advised to avoid DND

GHAZIABAD:  Three
persons died of suspected
asphyxiation inside the tank of
a sewage treatment plant’s
pumping station where they
had descended to clean
garbage on Sunday, prompting
the district administration to
order an inquiry. While one of
the cleaners, engaged with a
private company maintaining
the pumping station and the
plant, collapsed and fell into the
accumulated sludge, two
others died trying to rescue
him. While two of the
deceased have been identified

as Roshan Lal (45), a cleaner,
and Mahesh (28), a pump
operator, the identity of the
third person, a local youth, was
yet to be established. All three
dead bodies have been sent for
autopsies after they were
fished out by an NDRF team.
The pumping station in Loni is
located around 1.5km away
from the 68-MLD sewage
treatment plant (STP) in Ved
Vihar. The sewage disposed
from various colonies of Loni
accumulate at the pumping
station, from where it is filtered
and transported to the STP

Village famous for
twins attracts people

GHAZIABAD: Famous for
twins Ator Nagla village in
Ghaziabad , is now attracting
people from outside. Many
families have contacted the
residents of the village and
have expressed their desire to
stay there in order to have
twins. Village dweller and
RWA general secretary
Pramod Dhankad said they
have received calls from some
people who wish to visit the
village. He said people first
learnt about the history of the
village and then confirmed if
reports that the village had

many sets of twins was true.
Then they talked about their
wish to settle there. Pramod
said such people have been
asked to come to the village and
contact the residents. He
added they would be helpful to
those who wish to settle in the
village. The people of the
village have even received
calls from engineers and
businessmen. Most people
belong to different areas of
western UP. Pramod said
these people want to rent a
home where they can stay with
the family.

through underground pipelines.
The STP and the pumping
station are owned by the UP
Jal Nigam but maintained by a
private agency, Envirocon
Engineering Company. The
accident took place around
9.30am when Roshan and
Mahesh were engaged in
maintenance work. Roshan
had descended around 50 feet
into the tank with a vertical
steel ladder affixed to one of
its walls. “He had tied a rope
around his waist and the loose
end was in our hands. He
shouted he was having

Two fall

difficulty breathing. After a
while, he untied the rope and
started climbing the ladder. But
soon, he began shivering and
collapsed into the knee-deep
sludge,” said Sunil Sharma, a
third worker who was above
the tank. “Without wasting
time, Mahesh descended the
ladder with the rope in his
hand. He didn’t even bother to
take off his clothes. He was
trying to recover Roshan’s
body when he, too, collapsed
into the sludge,” he added.
Within minutes, a crowd had
gathered around the tank.

7 floors

through Iift shatft, dle

GREATER NOIDA: Two
labourers died after falling from
the seventh floor of an under-
construction building in
Bisrakh on Saturday. The
labourers Sajid (22) and
Javed (27) who belonged to
Katihar of Bihar, were
working on the seventh floor
of the residential building
project, when they fell into a
shaft where an elevator was
meant to be installed. The
elevator was yet to be
installed. No protective
covering or warning sign was
placed near the shaft.
Akhilesh Tripathi, Bisrakh

Vz

station officer, told TBC that
an information was received
about the deaths around 2 pm
and a team was sent to the
spot. Both the youths had died
on spot and their bodies were
taken to the Sector 94
mortuary for postmortem. “We
have received no complaint
from anyone so far,” he said.

AC buses to cover all trans-Hindon townships, go up to Modinagar

GHAZIABAD: The public
transport system in
Ghaziabad city is likely to get
a boost by the year-end, with
the UP government planning
to introduce 100 air-
conditioned low-floor buses
that will run on electricity.
Ghaziabad is among seven
cities across the state where
electric buses will ply by the
year-end. The other cities are
Lucknow, Varanasi, Kanpur,
Agra, Allahabad and
Gorakhpur. At present,
Ghaziabad lacks a proper city
bus service, unlike Delhi or
Noida. Commuters who find
the existing metro route
between Anand Vihar and
Vaishali difficult to access
have to depend on

overcrowded auto-rickshaws
and private buses to travel.
The electric buses in the city
will be maintained and
operated by the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation, which
is the nodal agency for the
project. Officials in the
municipal corporation said
they had sent a draft route
map identifying the proposed
stops to the urban transport
directorate earlier this week.
The directorate had, through
a letter on June 28, informed
the civic body that it would
provide 100 electric buses for
Ghaziabad city. The officials
said the cost of the buses
would be met from funds the
UP government receives
under the Centre’s Atal

Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation
scheme. Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath had during his visit
to Ghaziabad on June 25 given
an approval for the electric
buses. Sources said the
government was expected to
soon form a special purpose
vehicle among various
agencies at the district level,
including the UP State Road
Transport Corporation
(UPSRTC), for implementing
the bus service. “Major route
maps, depots where charging
infrastructure for the buses
can be installed, proposed
stops and the status of
availability of power for the
buses have been sent to the
urban transport directorate.

These need to be approved by
the state government. Route
maps and bus stops in trans-
Hindon areas, including
Indirapuram, Vaishali,
Vasundhara and Kaushambi,
have been identified. The bus
service will also be available
to areas as far as Modinagar
, Loni and Pilakhuwa,”
Ghaziabad municipal
commissioner Chandra
Prakash Singh said. Sources
said Ghaziabad had been
included on the list of seven
cities for electric buses
because of sustained pushing
by local MP Gen. VK Singh.
“Route maps need to be
designed in a manner that will
make the city bus service a
financially sustainable model.
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GDA starts razing illegal extensions
of houses eatlng 1nt0 road space

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority has been carrying out
a campaign to demolish illegal
ramps outside homes that not
only block drains but also
encroach on public roads.
Roadside encroachment is a
prevalent problem in the city,
particularly in Indirapuram
where residents tend to extend
the gates of their houses by
constructing ramps to make
space for parking cars. Forthe
past few months, the GDA has
been carrying outa drive to clear
roads in colonies of illegal ramps,
which have been choking drains

and eating into roads. According
to a rough estimate, the
development agency plans to
demolish around 1,600 ramps in
aphased manner. “GDA vice-
chairperson Ritu Maheshwari
had surveyed the Indirapuram
township about two months ago
and expressed displeasure over
residents constructing ramps
outside their gates. They not

Woman spends hours at Noida
mall, then jumps to death

NOIDA: A 25-year-old girl
allegedly committed suicide by
jumping from the third floor of
the Great India Place (TGIP)
mall in Noida on Saturday
afternoon. According to police,
Shivani belongs to Aligarh but
had been staying in a rented
accommodation in Noida’s
Barola village in Sector 49. She
jumped from near the handrail
behind near a store around 3:00
pm, causing panic among the
mall visitors. Shivani was
moving ‘suspiciously’ around
the glass barricade on Friday
too when an alert guard asked
her to move away She has left
a suicide note which said that

she was upset over her friend’s
relationship with another girl.
As the visitors and mall
employees gathered at the
spot, security staff carried her
body in a dupatta and took her
to the Kailash hospital in Sector
27. An employee posted at one
of the stores opposite to the
spot told TBC that he saw
Shivani sitting outside the
Reliance store since 12:30 pm.
“I saw a girl in pink T-shirt
sitting there quietly. She did not
go here and there. It seems
she was searching for an
opportunity to jump,” the
employee said on condition of
anonymity.

only eat away spaces for roads
but are also the prime reason
behind clogging of drains,” said
VN Singh, officer on special
duty at the GDA. “She had
ordered the enforcement and
engineering wing to carry out a
drive to free roads and footpaths
of illegal ramps. We have been
carrying out the drive since
then,” Singh added. The GDA
official said that in March alone,
about 500 ramps outside houses
in Niti Khand 3 had been
demolished. “We permit
residents to construct ramps
from their gates up to three
feet.

Dog bite? Ghaziabad's Bhairav
temple offers 'divine' remedy

GHAZIABAD: A 55-year-old
temple priest was arrested on
Sunday for allegedly raping a
60-year-old woman in Patel
Nagar. The woman, who lives
with her 70-year-old husband
in a slum, was allegedly raped
when she had visited the priest
to seek a cure for a skin
ailment. The woman’s
husband said, “My wife has
been suffering from a skin
disease for the past 15 days
and has been under immense
pain. Some of our neighbours
told us the priest could help us.
We went to the temple around
11.30am to meet him. He took

my wife inside a room and
asked me to wait outside. After
a short while, I heard my wife
shouting for help.” Soon, a
crowd gathered around the
spot and caught hold of the
priest, Surendra Singh. A police
team reached the spot and
took the priest along with them.
SHO Sanjay Kumar Pandey
said, “An FIR has been
registered under Section 376 of
the IPC against the accused.

Still waiting for your Noida flat? NBCC may be saviour

NEW DELHI: A high-
powered committee set up
by the Uttar Pradesh
government has asked state-
owned National Buildings
Construction Corporation
(NBCC) to explore the
possibility of buying vacant
flats in the much-delayed
housing projects in Noida or
find a suitable business model
for the sale of these
apartments to complete the
projects, some of which have
been in the pipeline for as
long as 13 years. To begin
with, the panel, headed by
Union housing secretary D S
Mishra, will take up the
stalled projects of four
beleaguered real estate

Schools told to disclose fee structure by July 15

NOIDA: With parents
complaining about non-
compliance of the UP Self-
Financed Independent
Schools (Fee Regulation)
Ordinance 2018, the
additional chief secretary
(secondary education) has
directed that all such schools
ensure the ordinance is
followed and they disclose
their fee tructures on their
website or notice board by
July 15. Parents from NCR
schools who have been
protesting against the
“arbitrary fee hike” being
charged by most of the
private schools in the region
for over past two years have

complained that none of the
schools is following the
ordinance and not a single
school has issued revised
structures according to the
ordinance so far. Under the
ordinance, fee revision can
take place according to the
cumulative percentage index,
which would take into
consideration the average
increment of salary paid to
teachers and staff'in a school.
According to this, fee would
not increase by more than 7-
8 % annually. The base year
for calculation of increase fee
is 2015-16 and if parents
have paid more than what is
required, the extra amount

will have to be refunded.
Yatendra Kasana, president,
All Noida Schools Parents
Association (ANSPA) told
TBC that the association of
parents had complained to
additional chief secretary
Sanjay Agarwal about non
compliance of the ordinance.
“None of the schools is
abiding by the clauses of the
ordinance. Most of the
schools have not disclosed
the revised fee structure .”
he said. In Ghaziabad, at
least three schools have
issued revised fee structure
but all of them have
increased the fee rather than
decreasing.

players - Unitech , Amrapali,
Jaypee Group and The 3C
Company - in the Delhi
suburb, where thousands of
homebuyers are awaiting
possession, sources told TBC
. Some of the projects of
Amrapali Group as well as
Jaypee Infratech are also
facing insolvency action.
The committee has also
instructed NBCC to find
options for optimum use of
the vacant land parcels in
these projects to expedite
their completion. The
government-owned
'navaratna' company has
been asked to conduct a joint
survey of sites along with the
authorities concerned and

report the findings. In many
of the projects, builders have
virtually stopped construction
for as long as three-four
years and blamed the
government's policies for
delays, a stand that has been
rejected by home-buyers as
well as the government. In
addition, depressed market
conditions have reduced the
demand for flats and bank
funding has also choked.
With the projects running
years behind schedule,
buyers who had opted for
construction-linked payment
schedule have stopped
payments, accentuating the
cash flow problem for the
realtors.

1,200 flats to come up near Pari Chowk

NOIDA: Migsun , earlier
known as Mahaluxmi group, has
announced an investment of Rs
500 crore in a housing project in
Greater Noida. The company’s
managing director, Yash Miglani,
said the firm will develop 1,250
flats in 24,000 square meter land,
near the upcoming Wipro metro
station in Greater Noida. The
apartments would be priced
between Rs 15-40 lakh and the
construction work will start next
week. “We will invest about Rs
500 crore to develop an
affordable housing project,
Migsun Vilaasa, in Greater
Noida. We have already sold
around 900 flats in 12 days,”
Miglani told TBC. The

developer has promised to
deliver the flats in 36 months.
The project site is 3km away
from Pari Chowk. “The price
for 2-BHK and 3-BHK flats
would start from Rs 16 lakh and
Rs 26 lakh respectively,” Miglani
said. The investment would be
funded through internal accruals
and advances from customers.
The developer said the land for
the project was acquired two
months ago. Partha Sarthi Sen
Sharma, who took over as CEO
of Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority on June
23, said he has received
information about the
developer’s plan for a housing
society.
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