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Ghaziabad Development
Authority seeks expert help
to decongest key areas in city

GZB: The Ghaziabad
Development Authority has
asked the Central Road
Research Institute (CRRI) to
prepare a comprehensive
mobility plan for three busy
stretches in the city. A letter in
this regard has been written by
the GDA vice-chairperson to
CRRI, officials said. The
stretches identified by the GDA
as traffic-snarl prone are from
Ghanta Ghar to Bhatia More on
GT Road, Modinagar along NH-
58 and Indirapuram. Apart from
this, the GDA has sought a
feasibility report from CRRI for

amulti-level parking near Swarn
Jyanti Park in Indirapuram
within one week. The GDA had
recently signed a memorandum
of understanding with CRRI for
creating a comprehensive
mobility plan for
the entire city. Officials said it
had been agreed that a short and
long-term plan aimed at
decongesting the city’s roads
would be prepared along with
suggestions on changing the
road design at busy
intersections. “The CRRIThad to
submitacomprehensive mobility
plan in nine months.
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EDITORIAL

India’s economy returns
to its growth pattern

The Indian economy has recovered from the disruptions
caused by the invalidation of high value currency notes in
November 2016 (demonetisation) and the implementation
of the unified Goods and Services Tax in July 2017. The
benefits of the first can be debated and so, hypothetical as
the exercise may be, one can’t help wondering where the
economy would have been without it. The second was
necessary, and has definite medium- and long-term benefits.
The numbers released on February 28 by the Central
Statistics Office show that key macroeconomic indicators
are back (well, almost back) to where they were in late
2016. For instance, the growth in Gross Value Added or
GVA was 6.7% in the three months ended December 31,
up from 6.2% in the preceding three months. It is inching
closer to the 7.2% growth seen in the three months ended
30 September 2016. Similarly, the manufacturing sector (the
worst hit by the implementation of GST) grew 8.1% in the
three months ended December 31, up from 6.9% in the
preceding three months.

The numbers, and the return of growth, were expected. The
Indian economy grew by 7.2% in the three months ended
December (GDP), beating analyst estimates of 7%. Since
January, high-frequency data (data measured and released
every month, such as sales or various products), have shown
that the Indian economy is back to its growing ways. Earnings
of Indian companies for the three months ended December
show the same trend and the fastest growth in a year. The
most heartening thing about the latest data is that investment
growth is back. Gross fixed capital formation grew at 12%
in the three months ended December, up from just under
7% in the preceding three months. Investment growth (or
demand) and consumption growth are the two big pillars of
GDP growth. The worrying thing for India is that the
government is running out of tinder (its fiscal deficit at the
end of December was almost 114% of the full year number)
,which means its ability on both the consumption and the
investment side of the equation will now be limited, and
private consumption growth is slowing.

Still, barring an oil-price shock, and despite the strange case
of Indian exports (which should be growing strongly but
aren’t), it is evident that the Indian economy, which will end
March as a $2.6 trillion dollar one, is back where it was
ahead of demonetisation. That we should be celebrating a
7.2% growth is a reflection of how bad the past 15 months
have been. If things stay the same on all fronts, we can look
forward to a better 2018-19 and 2019-20.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar
Bhargava

Girl’s body found with injury marks

NOIDA: A 15-year-old girl was found dead at her
rentedaccommaodation in Sector 33 on Saturday. The deceased,
Kallo, had injury marks on her throat and is suspected to have
been strangulated. The police suspect the role of her family
members behind the alleged murder. The victim lived with her
family members in a shanti. Her father Dalveer is a sanitation
worker with Noida Authority. Akhilesh Tripathi, SHO, Sector
24 police station, said that on Saturday evening that the police
had received information that a young girl was dead. “A police
team reached the spot and took the body in custody and launched

an investigation into the matter,” he said.
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Ghaziabad couple found dead in bathroom after Holi party

GHAZIABAD: Hours after
extended Holi celebrations with
family and neighbours, an
executive at a cellular services
company and his wife, who
worked with an MNC, were
mysteriously found dead in the
bathroom of their Indirapuram
flat on Friday. Police are
clueless on how the couple
died. The postmortem report
puts the cause of death as
“uncertain”. The two were
found naked, with strips of
tablets to treat blood pressure
strewn near the bodies, police
said. “Their viscera have been
preserved for now and will be
sent for forensic tests in Agra,”
said Sachin Malik, the SHO of
Indirapuram. The police are
yet to receive any written
complaint. Neeraj Singhania,
38, a deputy general manager

with Matrix Cellular
(International) Services
Limited, and his wife Ruchi, 35,
who worked with a US-based
IT company in Noida, lived
with his parents, younger
brother and sister in a 3BHK
flat in Indirapuram’s Gyan
Khand 1. They have a five-
year-old daughter. The police
said the couple had celebrated
Holi through the day on the
roof of their flat and returned
around 6pm. When they did not
respond to repeated knocks on
the door around 9.30pm,
Neeraj’s younger brother

Two youths nabbed after
shootout in Dadri

GREATER NOIDA: Two
persons were arrested after a
shootoutin Dadri on Friday
night. The arrested have been
identified as Shoaib (24), an
original resident of Kalyanpuri
in Delhi, and Sameer (22), a
resident of Kavi Nagar in
Ghaziabad. Around 11.30pm,
the police received a tip-off
about the movement of two
criminals on a bike in Nagla
Nainsukh village. “A police
team reached the spot and
started checking all vehicles.
When they signalled the two
persons on a bike to stop, they

tried to speed away after
opening fire at the police team.
The cops retaliated and the two
got injured in their left legs.

looked through a slit in the
window and found his sister-
in-law’s leg protruding from the
bathroom. Sensing something
amiss, the family broke open
the door. “They found the
couple lying on the floor of the
bathroom without any clothes.
An ambulance was called and
they were rushed to a private
hospital, where they were
declared dead on arrival. Their
bodies, however, did not have
any injury marks,” said Rakesh
Kumar Mishra, the circle
officer of Indirapuram.
“Ruchi’s parents, too, had
come from Vaishali to
celebrate Holi in the
Indirapuram flat. The birthday
of Neeraj’s father Prem
Prakash Singhania and the
marriage anniversary of his
parents-in-law fall on March 2.

The family had gathered to
celebrate the occasion,”
Mishra added. Police sources
said the celebrations had
started early in the morning for
the Singhanias. A roof-top
party was organised and
attended by relatives as well
as neighbours. Abhishek Das,
one of the neighbours, said:
“Around 9.45pm, I saw an
ambulance parked in front of
our building. I rushed
downstairs and saw Neeraj
being taken on the stretcher
and paramedics giving CPR
(cardiopulmonary
resuscitation) to Ruchi. I
heard a doctor tell the family
that the two were already dead
and it was up to them to take
them to the hospital. Neeraj’s
family decided to go to the
hospital.”
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Complaint against
us false: Jaypee
Infratech Limited

NOIDA: Jaypee Infratech
Limited on Monday issued a
statement claiming that the
complaint filed against its
officials by an individual was not
based on facts. The
management also approached
Noida Authority for relief. The
company told the Authority that
some individuals were giving
false police complaints as part
of their efforts to grab parcel of
land and in the process maligning
the image of company. “On
March 3, once again they tried
to grab the land, for
which Noida Authority had given
an affidavit in Allahabad high
court that the land transferred
to JIL was from within the
acquired land of Noida
Authority.

No admit card, 94 students left in lurch in GZB

GHAZIABAD: Scores of
Class X and XII students along
with their parents on Sunday
staged a protest at a school in
Kavi Nagar over
“cancellation” of their
registration by the CBSE
ahead of the board exams,
which starts from March 5.
The students alleged that as the
schools where they are
actually enrolled do not offer
Class X and XII, their
registration for the CBSE
examination has been done
through Holy Angel’s Public
School by their respective
school management through
an “internal” agreement. But,

UP farmer saves drowning Delhi cop, family after car plunges in canal

MEERUT: The heroic actions
of a farmer here saved the lives
of a Delhi police inspector, his
wife and son after their car
plunged into a canal on Tuesday
evening near a village. Mahesh
Chand Sharma, 50, an additional
sub inspector in Delhi Police, his
wife Savitri and son Rajat
Gautam were returning to
Ghaziabad from Sardhana, and
had taken the road adjacent to
the Upper Ganga canal, as ithad
less traffic. Near the village of
Rohta, while trying to avert a
collision with another vehicle, the
car fell into the canal and the three
passengers began to drown.
Balram Singh, 28, a farmer from
Patholi village nearby, was

passing the stretch on his
motorcycle when he witnessed
the car fall into the canal. He
immediately flagged down a
passing vehicle, which
fortunately had a length of rope
init, and jumped into the canal.
Singh told TBC on Wednesday:
“The car hit the wall of the canal
and plunged into the water. |
could see none of the three
people could swim, and the canal
is about 12 feet deep in that

stretch. So I jumped in with the
rope, which [ was lucky to find
in the car I flagged down. I |
made them catch hold of the rope
and pulled them back to the
bank.” Subhash Atri, station
officer of Rohta police station,
said, “The timely action of Singh
saved the life of the Delhi Police
officer and his family. Later, we
reached the spot and got the car
outwith the help ofacrane.” The
family of Sharma or the police
officer could not be contacted as
their phones got damaged by
water. On Wednesday, divisional
commissioner Prabhat Kumar
met Singh and praised his
exemplary actions which saved
the family.

when they approached Holy
Angel’s Public School to get
their admit cards, the school
management said they were
unaware of such an
agreement. Seema Tyagi,
president of Ghaziabad
Parents’ Association, said,
“The future of 94 students
studying in four different
schools of the city is at stake.
They have been left in the
lurch by both—the schools
where they are actually
enrolled and the Holy Angel’s
School.” Anurag Pandey, a
Class X student of Maharaja
Convent School, Vijay Nagar,
said: “Our school lied to us that

it has recognition till Class X.
Every time we raised a query
about our admit cards, the
school management told us
that we would get them at the
appropriate time. It was only
a few days back we were told
about the arrangement with
Holy Angel’s School..”
Siddharth Jain, owner of Holy
Angel’s Public School, refuted
the allegations. “These 94
students are not from my
school. I do not know why the
management of other schools
are taking my name. The
parents of the students do not
have any document to prove
that they are registered with us.”

Security guard beats up
resident in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 33-year-old
resident of a high-rise
apartment in Rajnagar
Extension was hit on the head
by a security guard posted
there on Sunday night over the
refusal of giving money for
buying alcohol. The victim,
Puneet Goyal, a share broker
and a resident of Gaur
Cascades society, was
standing at a distance from the
society’s main gate and talking
to one of his friends on Sunday
around 11.30 pm. Suddenly,
security guard Durgesh
Vashishtha, who was

apparently drunk, approached
them and inquired about the
reason why they were standing
there. He then demanded Rs
100 from each of them and an
argument between the two
sides ensued. Angered by the
refusal, he beat up Goyal using
astick, who immediately called
up the police. A non-cognizable
offence report (NCR) under
section 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) was
subsequently registered
on Monday and the accused
was produced before a
magistrate.
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GDA fined Rs 1 crore for raising EWS flat price ‘unilaterally’

GHAZIABAD: Fair trade
regulator Competition
Commission of India (CCI) on
Wednesday imposed a fine of
over Rs 1 crore on Ghaziabad
Development Authority
(GDA) for abuse of its
dominant position by
unilaterally raising the prices of
dwelling units under the
economically weaker section
(EWS) category in Pratap
Vihar housing scheme. The
matter dates back to 2008
when GDA floated its Pratap
Vihar EWS scheme. The price
of each dwelling unit under the
said scheme was initially fixed
at Rs 2 lakh, but in 2015 on
completion of the project, the

price of each unit was raised
to Rs 7 lakh. A beneficiary of
the scheme, Satyender Singh,
moved the CCI, alleging that
GDA acted in “an arbitrary and
unilateral manner” in raising
the price. In its order, the CCI
held that GDA acted in
contravention of Section
4(2)(a)(i) of the Competition
Act, 2002, which says ‘there
shall be an abuse of dominant
position if an enterprise,
directly or indirectly, imposes
unfair or discriminatory
condition in purchase or sale
of goods or services’. The
CCI, in its order, said the GDA
under the said scheme acted
arbitrarily and unilaterally

Groom Kkilled in celebratory firing in
Delhi, accused absconding

NEW DELHI: Abridegroom
was killed after suffering bullet
injury during celebratory firing
in Delhi's Seemapuri area on
Tuesday late night. The
deceased, identified as 23-
year-old Deepak, was hit by a
bullet on his head from behind.
He was rushed to the Guru Tag
Bahadur (GTB) Hospital
where doctors declared him
dead at around 2 am. The
accused is a distant relative of
the deceased and is
absconding since the incident.
Read this story in Hindi "As per
the preliminary probe, Deepak
suffered bullet injury from
behind. Police are searching
for the accused," told Deputy
Commissioner of Police Nupur

Prasad. Police are questioning
people present there at the
time of the incident.
CCTVfootages from nearby
cameras are also being
scanned to get more clues
about the incident. Several
teams have been dispatched to
Ghaziabad in search of the
accused.

“without any enabling provision
either in the brochure of the
scheme or allotment letter”,
and hence a penalty of Rs
1,00,60,794 was imposed. The
CClI also handed out a cease-
and-desist order against GDA,
which means it wants the
development authority to
immediately stop indulging in
such activities. The GDA, on
its part, said there was indeed
“a costing error” committed
by then GDA executive
engineer, but insisted it was not
intentional. “We will appeal
against the order in higher
appellate authority,” SS Verma,
superintending engineer, GDA,
told TBC. While explaining

GDA'’s position, Verma said
when the EWS scheme for 348
flats in Pratap Vihar was
conceived in 2008, there were
many factors which had notbeen
taken into account while fixing the
price to Rs 2 lakh. “Price was
fixed under the tenure of RL
Saroj, who was the then executive
engineer of GDA, and when the
matter came to light, an
departmental inquiry was initiated
against him. When the project
was competed in 2015, it was
realised that costing norms were
not followed in deciding the price
like contingency and overhead
charges were not included. So,
the prices were revisited and then
hiked to Rs 7 lakh,”” he added.

Two-hour snarl on Noida
e-way after truck hits bus

NOIDA: Commuters had to
battle snarls on the expressway
for nearly two hours after a
private bus collided with a
container truck on the Greater
Noida-Noida carriageway of
the Expressway during peak
hours on Monday morning. The
accident occurred around 8.15
am on the stretch between the
Advant building and Pari
Chowk. The driver and
conductor of the truck and the
bus suffered minor injuries but
around 35 passengers of the
bus were not hurt. According
to an eyewitness, the accident
occurred when the driver of
the container apparently
missed the cut towards Tilapta

in Dadri and tried to turn his
vehicle back towards Pari
Chowk. “In an attempt to take
awrong turn, the driver hit the
speeding bus which was
travelling from Gorakhpur to
Delhi on the same
carriageway,” an officer from
Knowledge Park police said.
Ram Dayal Gupta, the owner
of the bus, said: “We have
reached a compromise with
the other party.” Commuters
travelling from Greater Noida
to their offices in Noida and
Delhi said traffic moved at an
extremely slow pace as it took
time for the traffic police and
civil police to remove the bus
from the spot.

EPCA to focus on industrial pollution in NCR

N

%

NEW DELHI: The SC-
mandated pollution control
board, EPCA, on Wednesday
decided that it will focus on
reducing industrial pollution in
NCR this year. While lifting
the ‘severe and very poor’
category interventions under
the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) in NCR,
EPCA, at a meeting with
authorities in NCR, enquired
what was being done to move
industries to cleaner fuels.
Environment Pollution
Control Authority head,
Bhure Lal, also pointed out
that many polluting industries
in Delhi, which had claimed
to have moved to the

outskirts or outside on paper,
continued to function within
the city. Currently, EPCA is
working on identifying these
‘non-conforming’ industries.
EPCA had flagged the issue
of these illegal industries at
earlier meetings as well, but
the Delhi environment
department and Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) were unable to act
against these units because

of legal loopholes. The
officials who attended the
meeting said they were
aware about these industries
in the ‘nonconforming areas’
(areas not meant for
industrial activity according
to the master plan), but
DPCC cannot shut them
immediately as the law
prescribes issuing of a notice
first. The notice would be as
good as recognising them to
be legal, the officials said
However, Bhure Lal pointed
out that, “You can always act
against them under the
provisions of the Air Act. If
an industry is polluting the air,
you have the right to seal it

under the Act irrespective, of
whether it’s in conforming or
non-conforming areas.” SM
Ali, special secretary,
informed EPCA that the
Delhi government this year
has managed to convince
industrial associations to
convert to PNG, but
mentioned nothing about their
plans to deal with the ones
working in non-conforming
areas. EPCA member Sunita
Narain said “Hotspots like
Bhiwadi and Ghaziabad remain
extraordinarily polluted.
Industries should be top priority
for the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and state
pollution control boards.”
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Noida plans to
make stilt parking
a must for all

NOIDA: In order to
streamline parking in the
city, the Noida Authority on
Thursday invited
suggestions from the public
on its proposal to change the
building bylaws. As per the
proposal, the Authority
wants to make it mandatory
for all individual residential
plot owners to have stilt
parking to accommodate
their vehicles. In addition, all
group housing developers
will have to provide one
parking space for
every 50 square metres as
compared to the current
norm of one parking space
for every 80 square metres
of space bought by
residents.

www.tbegzb.com
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Probe sought into 2015
GDA building bylaws

GHAZIABAD: A section of
residents has approached the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority seeking an inquiry
into the process adopted by
officials in 2015 to identify 13
areas for implementing
amended building bylaws. The
GDA had selected the areas
after an order pertaining to the
amendment of building bylaws
exclusively for Ghaziabad was
issued in 2014 by the UP
housing department.
According to the order, people
could build four floors and stilt
parking lot if they owned plots
measuring between 112 and
2,000sqm. The plot owners
were required to pay 10% of
the floor area ratio (FAR),
according to the prevailing
circle rates. The fees were
meant to undertake expansion
and augmentation of civic

infrastructure, including sewer
lines, water pipelines, roads
and electricity cables. Santosh
Yadav, who was the then vice-
chairperson of GDA, had said
the amended bylaws were
meant to develop residential
areas in Ghaziabad on a par
with those in Delhi. A seven-
member panel formed by
Yadav had identified certain
sectors and blocks in nine
colonies. Eight of these

colonies, including
Indirapuram, Kaushambi,
Shalimar Garden,

Govindpuram and Rajendra
Nagar, were approved by the
GDA in January 2015 for
implementing the bylaws.
Another five colonies,
including Vaishali, Brij Vihar
and Lajpat Nagar, were added
to this list by the GDA in
April 2015.
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