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Walk the talk: On India
as investment destination

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent address at a virtual global
investor round table was delivered, as is his wont, with inimitable
energy and trademark alliterative phrases. Pitching India as the
ideal destination, he stressed that the country offered a gamut
of benefits spanning “returns with reliability, demand with
democracy, stability with sustainability and growth with a green
approach”. He also underscored the country’s planned $1.5 trillion
National Infrastructure Pipeline and other public works projects
as an immense opportunity for trust fund managers looking to
reap the ‘best’ and ‘safest’ returns over a longer term for their
principals. Seen in the context of the pressing need to revive
investment, his exhortations tick all the right boxes. As the RBI
noted in its latest monetary policy report last month, investment,
already in contraction mode since the July-September quarter in
2019, suffered a further massive pandemic shock. Fixed
investment, which almost halved in the first quarter of the current
fiscal, continues to face an uncertain outlook given the weak
consumption demand and excess capacity in most industries,
especially when coupled with stretched balance sheets that
cramp businesses’ ability to borrow and invest, according to the
RBI. And the government’s ability to apportion more funds for
growth-spurring capital projects is hamstrung by a widening
fiscal deficit amid a protracted border stand-off, the health crisis
and a debilitating revenue shortfall.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Send maximum Covid samples to district hospital labs: UP govt

GHAZIABAD: The UP health
department has  directed
Ghaziabad, along with eight other
districts where RT-PCR labs have
been set up in district hospitals, to
send the maximum number of
samples to these places for
screening, instead of depending
upon laboratories in neighbouring
districts. At present, Ghaziabad is
sending the maximum chunk of
daily 700-800 samples to
Government Institute of Medical
Sciences (GIMS) in Noida, while
around 500 are being sent to the
RT-PCR laboratory at MMG District
Hospital. Sources said in a recent
internal communication to the
officials concerned, health
secretary V Hekali Zhimomi
directed them to reduce their
dependency on laboratories
outside their respective districts.

Started in August this year, the RT-
PCR laboratory in MMG District
Hospital had started testing Covid
samples being collected by the
health department only in the
second week of October. Till then,
the laboratory had been catering
to the samples collected at the
hospital only, while the health
department was sending its
samples collected from various
testing booths to the Noida
laboratory. Senior officials said
instructions have been given to the
laboratory to increase its capacity
to screen 750 samples per day. For
this purpose, the health department
has also provided eight additional
technicians to the laboratory. Now,
altogether there are 12 LTs working
in three shifts. When contacted
over the latest directive, senior
health officials from the hospital

For all RTO work, you’ll need to book slot online

GHAZIABAD: A token system
has been launched at the regional
transport office for residents who
want to update their vehicle-
related records. Now, those who
want to get duplicate copy of
registration books and no
objection certificates and those
who want to change or update
their addresses will have to apply
on the state’s transport
department website. They can fill
up online forms from their homes
or the nearest public service
centre and once the required fee
is submitted, an applicant would
be given a slot. The state transport
officer will address the matter on
the specified slot and complete
the work in the presence of the
applicant. For the convenience of
applicants, three slots have been
fixed— 10 am to noon, 12.30 pm
to 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm to 5 pm.

Officials said that during a video
conference held on November 6,
the district magistrates were asked
to conduct inspections of
transport offices. Subsequently,
on Saturday, Ghaziabad district
magistrate Ajay Shankar Pandey
conducted an inspection and
reviewed all online services that
are being provided to applicants.
Pandey asked officials to set up a
separate room for those who
violate traffic rules. In that room,
a short film on road safety would
be shown to the offenders. “It will
be mandatory for people to see the
video. For this, instructions have
been given to the assistant
regional transport officer
(administration),” he added. Due
to lack of information about the
online system, the transport office
sees a crowd almost everyday
from the time it opens at 10 am.

said the maximum capacity of 750
could be achieved only after an
automatic RNA extractor is
provided to the laboratory. This
work is being done manually at
present and requires a large
manpower. “The state government
is in the process of obtaining this
equipment for all newly set up
laboratories. Once we get this, we
will be able to the maximum number
of screening of Covid samples per
day,” the official said. The official
informed that from the government
side, each laboratory has been
given a target of conducting 350
tests daily, but they are doing more
than that. So far, 18,539 samples
have been tested in the RT-PCR
laboratory. In addition, 2,497
investigations have been
conducted through Truenat at the
hospital.
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Nearly 200 patients in
waitlist, Ghaziabad hospital
awaits 5 dialysis machines
for over a year

GZB: The District Combined
Hospital’s dialysis centre has
been waiting for five additional
machines for the past one year.
The hospital currently caters to
80 patients who are regularly
undergoing dialysis, while about
200 patients are in the waitlist.
Atpresent, there are 10 machines
in the hospital that cater to 30
patients in three shifts.
According to sources, the
waiting time at the hospital is
anywhere between two and three
months. Also, a new patient is
adjusted in only in a few
instances where either a patient
has been shifted, received a
kidney transplant, or died —
none of which are common.

‘Car-free’ plan for 17 pollution hotspots in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: To check
vehicular pollution, the district
administration is planning to
turn several parts of the city into
car-free zones. It has identified
17 pollution hotspots and is
conducting a survey to identify
prominent marketplaces that are
prone to pollution — all of which
will be declared as car-free
zones. “With the situation
worsening in the district, we are
devising ways to check
independent pollution sources.
Vehicles are one of the major
sources,” said Ajay Shankar
Pandey, district magistrate,
Ghaziabad. “To deal with that, an
idea was mooted in a meeting
held on Saturday. The possibility
of declaring pollution hotspots
as car-free zones was declared
and everyone agreed that it is
worth trying” added Pandey.

Unable to meet child for more than 9 months, woman seeks her custody

GHAZIABAD: A woman has
filed a police complaint and
sought the custody of her two-
year-old daughter alleging that
she has not seen her for more
than nine months. She has
alleged that her husband took
the child to Uttarakhand, his
home town, but when she went
there to get her, he refused to
meet the woman.She said she
tried to meet the child several
times and finally, she
approached the police and
lodged a complaint on October
31. On Wednesday, an FIR was
lodged in the case. According
to the FIR, Vineeta Sharma, a
nurse at a private hospital in
Ghaziabad, married Manoj
Kukreti, a flour miller, on
November 18,2015. At the time
of the wedding, the woman’s
family allegedly gave jewellery

worth Rs 3 lakhs, one
motorcycle and  other
household items to Manoj.
After the marriage, Vineeta
used to give Rs 5,000 to Manoj
every month as pocket money.
But in 2017, the couple had an
argument and since then,
she stopped giving the money
to him.Manoj would travel
between Uttarakhand and
Ghaziabad often and when in
the city, he would spend a few
days in the couple’s Ghaziabad
house. The child was born last
year and Manoj would visit
them at least once a month.
“But in January 2020, Manoj
took their daughter to
Uttarakhand. Later, when
Vineeta went there to take the
child back, Manoj
allegedly refused. The woman
went to Manoj’s house several

times to try and meet her
daughter but Manoj did not
agree to see her,” a police
officer said. Now, the woman
has approached the police
asking for their intervention
so that the child can stay with
her. Nagendra Chaubey,
station house officer, Kavi
Nagar police station, said that
an FIR has been registered
against Manoj under sections
498 A (husband or relative of
husband of a
subjecting her to cruelty), 323
(punishment for voluntarily
causing hurt), 504 (intentional
insult with intent to provoke
breach of the peace), 506
(punishment for criminal
intimidation) and 406
(punishment for criminal
breach of trust) of the IPC,”
Chaubey said.

woman

The UP pollution control
department and the RTO have
been tasked with identifying
vehicular pollution hotspots.
“In arecently conducted survey,
we had identified 17 vehicular
pollution hotspots and now we
have to identify busy
marketplaces where people tend
to drive and shop,” said Pandey.
“It will be a prerequisite in
marketplaces, where we plan to
make car-free zones, there should
be a parking space within a
kilometre. This would mean that
people would park their cars and
walk down the marketplace. This
way, we can keep vehicular
pollution near hotspots at bay,”
added Pandey. The district
administration plans to put the
plan in motion from Tuesday
before the festive season
shopping kicks in.

Rs 35 crore to be set aside to
conserve wildlife near Jewar

GNOIDA: The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Authority
(YEIDA) has decided to set up a
corpus of Rs 35 crore to look after
the animals, birds and other wildlife
that will be affected once the
construction and development
work begins at the airport site in
Jewar. Officials said provisions are
being made to set aside Rs 25 crore
from YEIDA’s budget while the
remaining Rs 10 crore will be raised
through corporates. Sketching
elaborate plans to protect the
affected species, the YEIDA has
decided to set up a rescue centre
and a veterinary hospital under its
jurisdiction. Besides the two
facilities, a portion of the building
will be used as a monitoring centre
through which noise pollution
levels along with environmental
parameters will be examined.
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Hindon-Kalaburagi flights to
take off from November 18

GHAZIABAD: After Pithoragarh
and Hubli, flight operations to
Kalaburagi in Karnataka will start
from Hindon terminal on
November 18. Star Air that has
been operating flights between
Hindon and Hubli will start
services on the new route thrice a
week. Bookings are open and the
airline has said that 15% seats
have been bought for the first
flight. lights on the new route will
operate on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays and
the minimum fare will be Rs 3,799
per passenger. “We got
permission from the civil aviation
ministry recently to operate flights
on the Hindon-Kalaburagi route
and it has been duly informed to
the Hindon terminal director that

Same village names,

neighbours: New homes like
old for airport displaced

GNOIDA: In another eight months,
the new township in Jewar Bangar
is expected to be ready. The Yamuna
Expressway Authority recently
floated over half a dozen tenders
to commission work for developing
the township, which is critical to
the timely handover of land for the
Jewar airport project because it's
where the 3,600 displaced families
will be rehabilitated. Officials said
the township will be divided into
seven pockets and each will be
named after the seven rural
settlements of three of the six
villages — Rohi, Kishorepur and
Dayanatpur — acquired for the
construction of an international
airport in Jewar. Rohi consists of
the rural settlements of Rohi, Nagla
Ganeshi and Nagla Phoola Khan.

three days a week, we will operate
flights on the new route,” said a
Star Air spokesperson. “We
opened booking about four days
ago and so far, 15% of the seats
have been booked.” Since
November last year, Star Air has
been operating flights between
Hindon and Hubli four days a
week. A 50-seater Embraer 145
aircraft is being used. “The same
plane would be used in the new
route. From November 18, we will
start services on Kalaburagi route
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays,” the spokesperson
said. Flights will depart Kalaburagi
at 10.20 am and reach Hindon at
12.40 pm. From Hindon, flights
would take off at 1.10 pm and reach
Kalaburagi at 3.30 pm.

285 contractors get
notice for delaying work

GZB: The Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation has issued notices to 285
contractors, who have not started
work despite an order being released
by the civic body. Officials said work
which entails road and sewer work
has been stalled in many wards.
Sending a stern warning to the erring
contractors, municipal commissioner
Mahendra Singh Tawar has said
contracts will be cancelled and the
companies will be blacklisted, if they
delay work. Also, they will not be
able to participate in any bidding in
the future, he said. “In a review
meeting of civil work in Ghaziabad, it
was brought to our notice that 285
work on civic amenities worth Rs 70
crore across 100 wards has not
started due to contractors’ reluctance
even though work order has been
issued,” said Tawar.

Businessman ‘missing’ for
over a week found in Kolkata

GHAZIABAD: Abusinessman from
Ghaziabad missing from his house
since October 27 was over a week
later found in Kolkata, police said
on Friday. The ‘rescued’
businessman, Parag Ghosh, had
allegedly left home owing to
financial troubles. A resident of
Ashiana Palm Court in Raj Nagar
Extension, Ghosh had left home
around 10am on October 27 to go to
Indirapuram for a meeting. He had
told his wife that he would be home
for lunch but never returned. An
FIR was lodged under IPC Section
365 (kidnapping or abducting with
an intent of secretly and wrongfully
confining person) on October 28.
The police found CCTV footage in
which Ghosh was seen withdrawing
Rs 47,000 from an ATM in

Street crimes in Ghaziabad down by 64 % this year

GHAZIABAD: Between January
1 and October 15, street crime
cases have gone down by almost
64% in the district compared to
the same period last year,
according to data shared by
Ghaziabad police. While 29 cases
of snatching and loot (including
loot of jewellery, mobile phones
and bags) reported this year, 90
such cases had been registered
between January 1 and October
15 this year. The number of
burglaries is 125 this year, while
it was 591 last year. Cases of
vehicle theft have also decreased
this year with 1,238 reported in
2020 compared to 3,204 last year.
According to the police, more
FIRs are being lodged now. “FIR
registration has increased by 25
per cent compared last year.
Many people are lodging
complaints online. We have seen

Covid-19: Second round of focus
testing begins in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Authorities have
started the second round of
Covid-19 testing of people under
the high-risk groups like auto
drivers, and employees working
in restaurants, sweet shops,
salons and religious places.
Officials said that some 1,350
samples, including 1, 000 antigen
and 350 RT-PCR, are being
collected daily from each group.
The exercise began on October
29. So far, over 6,100 tests
through the antigen method have
been conducted and 22 people
have tested positive. The results
of about 2,200 tests through the
RT-PCR method are being
compiled. District magistrate
Ajay Shankar Pandey said, "The
focused testing of the highly
vulnerable groups will continue

this month. We have already
sounded an alert for November
and have asked the officials
concerned to strengthen the
contact tracing and surveillance."
Given the festive season, the
state health department had
directed districts to conduct
testing of people from the highly
vulnerable groups on priority as
they come in contact with scores
of people daily and may prove to
be super-spreaders. On the first
day of the campaign in Ghaziabad,
as many as 1,355 auto drivers were
tested at 10 camps and of them
four were found to be positive
through the antigen method.
Anticipating a rise in coronavirus
cases, arrangements of 1,100 beds
have been readied in three L1
Covid facilities in the district.

that in case of petty crimes, FIR
registration has gone up by 31
per cent,” said Kalanidhi
Naithani, SSP, Ghaziabad. “If we
talk about heinous crimes, like
rape and murder, the numbers
have gone down by 30% this
year,” he added. Although, the
data shows number of street
crimes has come down, in the past
two days, three incidents of loot/
snatching have been reported. On
Sunday, burglars targeted two
houses at Sector 2C in Vasundhara
and fled with valuables and cash.
The area is just 40 m away from the
local police chowki. Both families
were out to attend a marriage
function and got to know about the
incident once they returned. On
Monday night, at Sector 4 in Raj
Nagar, two bike-borne men
snatched a mobile phone from a
man, who happens to be a relative

Employee held for murder
of businessman, wife

GNOIDA: Forty eight hours after
the heinous crime, police on
Friday claimed to have solved the
Cherry County double murder by
arresting a 19-year-old staff of
the family’s departmental store
and his accomplice. Police said
59-year-old businessman Vinay
Gupta and his wife Neha were
killed by Aman Hayat Khan late
on Tuesday night after the couple
refused to give him money. Apart
from Aman, another accused,
Saurabh, who had allegedly
asked the former to get money if
he wanted to start a business, has
been arrested. Cops have also
recovered Rs 72,000 of the Rs 1
lakh that Aman had looted from
the house. Aman, police said,
entered the upscale Noida
Extension condominium at
11.45pm on Tuesday.

of DP Yadav, a well-known
gangster. The victim has been
identified as Dharmendra Yadav, DP
Yadav’s nephew, and he owns a
petrol pump at Crossing Republik.
The area is under the jurisdiction
of Kavi Nagarpolice. Dharmendra
said that he was on a call when
the phone was snatched from
him. “Two people came on a bike
and took away my phone. I tried
to follow the two men on my bike,
which was parked 20-30 m away
from the point. I went towards
Sector 10 after them. There was
a police check post but the
snatchers were not stopped and
they fled away,” he said. “When
I spoke to the policemen who
were near the checkpoint, I was
told to go to the nearest police
chowki. I went to Sector 9 police
chowki but no cop was present
there.

Indirapuram around 11am. He was
also seen crossing Ghazipur toll
booth to go towards Delhi around
1.40 pm on October 27. Circle officer-
1 (city) Abhay Kumar Mishra said
Ghosh stayed in a hotel in Delhi till
October 29, after which he went to
Himachal Pradesh where he stayed
till November 3. On November 4, he
returned to Delhi and took a train to
Kolkata. After the police traced his
location, “a team of three police
officers were sent to Kolkata on
November 5 night after we came to
know that Ghosh was staying in
Continental Guest House in
Kolkata. A team took a room
adjacent to his room and kept an
eye on his movement but he didn’t
come outside for the entire night,”
an officer said.

Mom throws 4-year-old from
17th floor, jumps to death

GNOIDA: A 26-year-old woman
allegedly threw her four-year-old
son from the 17th-floor balcony
of their flat in Supertech
Ecovillage in Noida Extension and
then jumped to death on Saturday
morning. Minutes earlier, she had
thrown a bowl of hot oil on the
face of her sister-in-law. Priyanka
Tyagi lived in the Supertech flat
with her husband Nishant and
their son Divyansh. Her sister-in-
law Reema (17) had come to live
with them after her Class XII
exams were over. Nishant was not
at home when Priyanka jumped off
the balcony around 8.15am — he
had gone to his hometown in
Moradabad. Neighbours quoted
Reema and said the 17-year-old
had just woken up when Priyanka
called her to the kitchen and threw
the hot oil on her, grievously
burning her face.

Month-long drive launched to
make Ghaziabad a Swachh city

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC) has
boosted its efforts to clean up the
city as it gears up for the Swachh
Survekshan 2021. On Thursday,
GMC officials launched a month-
long inspection drive and finalised
achecklist for its various wings like
health, public works, horticulture,
streetlights and waterworks among
others. Everyday, one of the five
zones will be covered wherein
officials will ensure inspection as
per the checklist. In Swachh
Survekshan 2020, Ghaziabad
slipped 19th spot in all India ranking
from 13th last year under the
category of cities with more than
10 lakh population. Municipal
commissioner Mahendra Singh
Tanwar said, “The zone-wise
inspection of the city has been

started after jan chaupals, where
public grievances were heard. A
roaster has been made wherein
details on the inspection has been
shared. On the first day, the city
zone was inspected.” During the
inspection, officials from various
wings have been directed to cover
15 spots, including transport hub,
water bodies, public area, urination
points, parks and gardens, garbage
vulnerable points, storm water, slum
area, STPs, residential and
commercial areas among others.
The health wing has been asked to
ensure that garbage is not littered
on roadsides and in commercial
areas of the zone. The health wing
has been asked to ensure that
drains are free from any type of
solid waste, even as nightly
cleanliness drives are being done.
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