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EDITORIAL

Transparency is vital: On authorisation
of coronavirus vaccines

A day after Pfizer sought the Indian regulator’s nod for
emergency-use authorisation for its mRNA vaccine, the Pune-
based Serum Institute of India has approached the regulator for
a similar nod for its vaccine, Covishield, developed by Oxford
University. Unlike Pfizer, AstraZeneca, which is carrying out the
phase-3 trials of the Oxford vaccine in four countries, is yet to
secure a nod from any of the regulatory agencies. AstraZeneca
recently gave details of the interim safety and efficacy data
involving 131 COVID-19 cases in the phase-3 trials in the U.K.
and Brazil. But details of the trials in India are not out yet. The
unprecedented speed in taking the vaccine from the development
stage to approval process in less than a year is remarkable, and
perhaps necessitated by the toll the virus has taken on lives and
livelihoods. But this is not without cause for concern at a time
when governments are putting pressure on regulatory bodies to
fast-track the entire process. Lack of transparency about vaccine
safety and efficacy does no good in gaining people’s confidence
and willingness to get vaccinated. While Moderna, Pfizer and
AstraZeneca took the extraordinary step of publicly sharing the
trial protocol, the time points at which interim analysis of phase-
3 trial in India will be carried out for safety and efficacy is unclear.
While the U.S. FDA has clearly spelt out at least 50% efficacy
and stipulated a median follow-up duration of at least two months
after completion of the full vaccination regimen to assess a
vaccine’s benefit-risk profile for emergency-use approval, no
such conditions have been mentioned by the Indian regulatory
agency. The phase-3 trial of Covishield began on September 21
and completed the enrolment on November 12.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a few days ago that a
vaccine would be available in the next few weeks bringing some
cheer in an otherwise desolate scenario. The sooner a vaccine is
available, the better it is for everyone, but pushing through an
ineffective or unsafe vaccine is worse than not having one. A
survey by the London-based Vaccine Confidence Project
revealed that though the intent to get vaccinated was 87% in
India, 34% respondents were worried about side-effects while
16% were concerned about fast-moving trials. While the Indian
government is aware of vaccine hesitancy among a certain section
of people, the concerns are best addressed when all stakeholders
are transparent at every stage and not by merely sharing
guidelines regarding vaccine safety with the States. It is important
that those seeking emergency-use authorisation share the safety
and efficacy data immediately.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Open drains in Greater Noida,
a bane for stray animals

GNOIDA: Open sewer and water
drains continue to be a problem
for residents of Greater Noida
despite earlier reminders to
Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA). About two-three cows
have fallen in these drains in the
past couple of days where
residents demand immediate
action on ground including fines
on the concerned contractor.
“Open sewers, manholes and
water drains in Greater Noida
have become the norm. There
must not be less than over 100
such sewers and drains where
either their cover is missing or
broken. While a cow fell in an
open water drain in sector Beta 1
last week on November 29,
another cow fell in an open
manhole the following day in

sector Alpha 2. At least 3-4 such
incidents are happening daily
across the many sectors of
Greater Noida,” said Harinder
Bhati a resident of sector Beta 1
in Greater Noida. While many
complaints have been made to
GNIDA officials, Bhati claims
earlier too on November 19 similar
complaints with pictures of cows
trapped in drains were sent to
officials at the authority. Bhati
adds that the problem has
persisted for many months as
every time only lip service is given
by contractors. "In October too
acow had fallen in an open sewer
line at Khairpur extension near
sector 3 apart from incidents
reported from sector Omicron and
Alpha,” said Bhati. Meanwhile
authority officials promised
action on contractors.
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Covid effect: Noida will not
increase land rates next year

Noida: In a bid to boost the real
estate market amid Covid, the
Noida Authority has decided to
not increase land rates in the next
fiscal. The crucial decision was
taken at the Authority’s board
meeting on Thursday. At the
meeting, the Authority also
decided to cancel land allotment
if owners are found violating the
lease conditions by using
residential plots for commercial or
any other purposes.
Reschedulement scheme, which
paves the way for defaulters to
settle their dues with rebate, has
also been extended till December
31. The Authority, officials said,
carries out a survey and
assessment of land rates in the
city as well as inflation rate in work
orders issued by its departments
every year-end to fix the revised
rates for the next fiscal. During
the current financial year, rates
were increased by an average of

Woman held with 1.40
kg cannabis in Noida

NOIDA: A woman drug peddler
was arrested here after nearly 1.50
kg of cannabis was recovered
from her possession on Friday,
police said. Archana Devi, who
is in her thirties, was held near
Electronic City metro station in
Sector 62 by Phase 3 police
station personnel, they said.
"The woman is a native of Jalaun
district in Uttar Pradesh and lives
in the slums here. She is a drug
peddler and was held after 1.40
kg of cannabis was recovered
from her possession," a police
spokesperson said. The accused
has been booked wunder
provisions of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and further
proceedings are underway, the
police said.

7%. “However, during a recent
assessment, it was found that
prevailing prices have gone up
by 4.16% this time. Due to the
pandemic, we will not increase
the land rates next year,” said
Authority CEO Ritu
Maheshwari. On land lease
violations, Authority officials
said they would serve notice for
the first offence and recover 1%
of the current plot premium
value. However, if another
violation is detected, the
Authority will cancel the
allocation of the plot and take
back the property into its
possession. “From Monday,
officials will start looking into the
old files to dig up the notices that
have been served to residential
plot owners in the past and check
the status of such properties.
Noida Authority has allocated
more than 24,000 residential plots
over the decades,” an official said.

Short of disposables, GIMS
grapples with testing backlog
NOIDA: Even as GB Nagar has
ramped up testing to nearly 5,500
(both antigen and RT-PCR)
samples per day, there is a
backlog of 300 samples at the
Government Institute of Medical
Sciences (GIMS). While all are
from District Hospital, Sector 30,
that conducts 150-180 RT-PCR
tests daily through the three new
counters set up on November 3,
the lab at GIMS is facing a
shortage of plastic disposables
as one of its three RT-PCR
machines, funds for which are
awaited. Dr Hirdaya Lavanya,
who is part of the pathology lab
at the District Hospital Sector 30,
said, “Around 300 samples are
pending at GIMS for the past two
day.” He added that around 150-
180 samples were collected at the
three new counters. “Antigen
test results are given to the
patients within a few minutes, but
we are yet to receive the results
of RT-PCR tests sent since
Wednesday.

DMRC to assist in Aqua Line extension

NOIDA: After two failed
tendering processes to attract
a suitable bidder, the Noida
Metro on Friday signed an
agreement with Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
under which the latter will
provide technical support for
the extension of the Aqua Line
from Noida Sector 51 to Greater
Noida Sector 2 metro project.
According to the Noida Metro
officials, DMRC will henceforth
assist and guide NMRC in the
preparation of complete bid
documents for various system
packa-ges, contract award
process, management of
system contracts and proper
integrat-ion of all new line
systems with the existing Aqua
Line metro systems. “DMRC
will also provide suggestions

90-year-old woman becomes first patient
in UK to receive Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine

PTI : A 90-year-old woman from
Northern Ireland on Tuesday
became the first person in the
world to receive the Pfizer/
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine —
marking the start of the UK’s mass
vaccination programme against
the deadly disease.Margaret
Keenan, from Enniskillen, said
she felt “so privileged” to receive
the jab at University Hospital,
Coventry.Keenan became the
first person in the world to receive
the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine outside trial conditions,
the BBC reported.“I feel so
privileged to be the first person
vaccinated against Covid-19, it’s
the best early birthday present I
could wish for because it means I

can finally look forward to
spending time with my family and
friends in the new year after being
on my own for most of the
year.”*] can’t thank May and the
National Health Service (NHS)
staff enough who have looked
after me tremendously, and my
advice to anyone offered the
vaccine is to take it - if I can have
it at 90 then you can have it
too.”Since the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine got the green light from
the UK’s Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency (MHRA), the NHS said
its workers have been working
around the clock to manage the
large-scale logistical challenge of
deploying the vaccine.

to the NMRC
engineering and cost
optimisation for all work
contracts, along with proof
checking and approval of
designs submitted to NMRC,”
sources said. According to the
contract, DMRC will be
responsible for planning and
arranging training to NMRC in
operation, maintenance and
repair of various equipment and
the system as whole. The role
of NMRC will be to provide
assistance to DMRC. The phase
IT project of NMRC will be an
extension of the Aqua Line.

in value

Adequate bed, oxygen
supply at Covid hospitals:
Monitoring teams

NOIDA: Following a directive from
the Meerut divisional
commissioner, two teams have
begun inspecting Covid hospitals
in the city. Of the eight Covid
hospitals in Gautam Budh Nagar
district, three — Government
Institute of Medical Sciences
(GIMS), Sharda and Noida Covid
Hospital (NCH) —are government
facilities while five (Jaypee, Fortis,
Kailash, Yatharth and Prakash) are
private. “If need be, we have the
capacity to ramp up beds,
including in ICUs. Also, there were
no complaints related to rates
charged at these facilities,” said
MN Upadhyay, ADM, finance, who
was part of one of the teams.
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Eurasian Hobby, found with cut wing, released in Okhla

NOIDA: A young Eurasian
Hobby, which was found with an
injured wing at the Okhla Bird
Sanctuary on November 18, was
released at the bird park itself this
weekend after prolonged
treatment. To prevent such injuries
to other birds, ornithologists have
sent out a word of caution for kite-
flyers during the migration season
because the Chinese manjha is
known to cause severe injuries to
birds. Puja Sharma, a birder who
had spotted the injured falcon at
the sanctuary, said the raptor had
been resilient through the entire
healing process. “Usually, wild
birds and raptors, which fly very
fast, die when kept in a cage for
too long. The Eurasian Hobby
darts at a speed of 160kmph and
being so small, we were afraid it

would succumb to injuries. But
thankfully, it survived. We had
spotted the species at Okhla on
October 15, and the injured bird
was found on November 18. We
released the bird in the sanctuary
itself during this weekend. We
hope it flies back to Kashmir or
Ladakh and grows into a full
adult,” said Sharma. Sharma, a
regular at the sanctuary, had
found the Hobby with a torn wing,
trying to save itself from
scavenging crows. The falcon was
taken to Wildlife Rescue, a
rehabilitation centre for birds at
Wazirabad and one of the few
hospitals that treat raptors or birds
of prey in India. “While treating
the bird, we found it had
septicaemia on one wing and had
suffered a cut in the other, but it

Zurich AG submits master
plan of Jewar airport to govt

GNOIDA: Zurich AG, the
concessionaire appointed to
develop and operate the Jewar
international airport, has submitted
its master plan to Noida
International Airport Limited
(NIAL). The special purpose
vehicle will go through the plan
and also get it vetted by regulatory
bodies as well as the Union civil
aviation ministry before unveiling
the same next year. Having signed
the concession agreement with
NIAL on October 7, Zurich AG had
been given time up to December 6
to submit its master plan and
design. Yamuna International
Airport Pvt Ltd, a 100% subsidiary
of Zurich AG, shared the master
plan outlining the development of
the airport on Thursday evening.
The company will bring in capital

investments worth over Rs 5,000
crore. “It will take some time to go
through the master plan and
building design. It will be forwarded
to the UP government as well as
the Union government for scrutiny.
In case some revision or
rectification is required as per the
industry norms, Zurich AG will be
asked to update the plan,” said
Arun Vir Singh, CEO of NIAL. The
master plan will be forwarded to
Union ministry of civil aviation,
directorate general of civil aviation
and Airports Authority of India for
further examination and vetting.
Once the regulatory bodies and the
ministry go through the
submissions and provide their
feedback to NIAL, Zurich AG will
be given the green signal to go
ahead with the plan.

had perhaps healed by itself. So,
it responded to the treatment well
and we could eventually release
the bird into the wild. Birds are
increasingly falling prey to kite
flying in the region,” said Nadeem
Shezad of Wildlife Rescue. Shezad
and his brother Muhammad Saud
treated the Hobby. Eurasian
Hobby (Falco Subbuteo) or just
Hobby is a small falcon. It belongs
to a rather close-knit group of
similar falcons subgenus
Hypotriochis. They are birds of
prey and according to their
migration pattern, they travel
down from the Himalayas in early
autumn and then fly to the Gujarat
region and then to Africa. They
trace the same route back to the
Himalayas after the migratory
season. “We treat a large number

of black kites, barn owls and other
raptors. Most of the cases are
either septicaemia or cut wounds.
Every year, we treat over 2,200
raptors,” Shezad said. “It is very
difficult for raptors to get treated
in Delhi-NCR as most hospitals do
not treat these birds. We have
been fortunate to get this Hobby
treated and released in the bird
park. Every birder should be
vigilant while on trips,” Sharma
said. According to officials at the
sanctuary, injured birds are sent
to a neighbourhood animal
hospital for treatment. In case of
complicated treatments, the
hospital takes the support of
experts. Okhla Bird Sanctuary is
now open to birders with social
distancing and other Covid
protocols in place.

With vet & food kiosks, Noida’s first
dogparklikelytobeready m6months

NOIDA: Dog owners in the city
will soon be able to take their four-
legged friends for a stroll in a park
especially dedicated to them. The
park, the first such space in the
city, will be developed by the
Noida Authority on a 2 acre plot
in Sector 137 and is likely to be
ready in six months. Apart from a
play area, the park will have
medical facilities and kiosks with
dog food. “We will build a park
dedicated to dogs on a 2 acre plot
near Sector 137 metro station. A
proposal has been floated to select
a consultant. The park will be
managed by the chosen
consultant/contractor,” said Indu
Prakash, the officer on special
duty (OSD), Noida Authority.
According to Prakash, the idea of
developing a dog park has been

there for some time as many
residents had requested for such
a space. Recently, the proposal
got a go-ahead from Noida
Authority CEO Ritu Maheshwari,
he said. Recently, the proposal got
a go-ahead from Noida Authority
CEO Ritu Maheshwari, he
said. The park will have kiosks that
will sell dog food and there will be
a vet to check the pets for basic
ailments. “While entry to the park
will be free, services of the vet,
dog food and medicines would be
chargeable,” said Prakash. The
park will have a play area, rings,
balls, walkways and swings,
especially for the pets. A dog
trainer is also being considered,
officials said. According to
Prakash, Noida Authority plans to
have the park ready in six months.

Trucks stuck, factories running out of supplies

NOIDA: Around 400 farmers
protesting on Noida main exit to
Delhi have hit the pace of
production in the industries and
if roads remain closed for more
days, production at many
factories may suffer, fear
entrepreneurs based in the city.
While some roads are open,
suppliers have stopped sending
goods and many factories are
fast running out raw material,
they said. Factory owners added
that trucks are being stopped at
border points and they have raw
material left for only two days of
construction. Vipin Kumar
Malhan, president of Noida
Entreprencurs Association, said,
“We have raw materials to last
through production cycles for
two more days. We are not being

able to send anything to Delhi
or get anything from there as
transporters do not want to take
risks. Work is getting affected
and it may get worse if the
situation continues like this.”
Malhan added that transporters
fear getting stuck on the roads.
“We hope that the situation
improves and it does not affect
our work,” he said. Amit Modi,
MD of ABA Corp and vice-
president of Credai Western UP,
said that even if some roads are
open, operators are not keen on
working now. “I live in Delhi and
all my projects are in Noida. For
the past two days I have been
trying to venture into the city
but haven't been able to. Work
may suffer as builders are not
being able to source raw

material,” he said. Meanwhile,
Kulmani Gupta, Noida chapter
president of the Indian
Industries Association (ITA),
urged the administration to
create a separate space for the
protesting farmers. “We have
already lost a few days and if a
separate space can be made for
the farmers then nobody will
suffer,” Gupta said. Ajay Goel,
president of Noida Special
Economic Zone Welfare
Association (NSEZWA), also
echoed similar concerns. “So far,
it has been alright for SME
operators as some roads are
open. However, if this continues
for a longer period, several
industries will be affected
directly or indirectly,” he said.
While many businessmen who

source goods from Delhi have
stopped all activities and are
waiting for the protests to get
over, some are still hopeful. “The
Kalindi Kunj side is open and the
DND Flyway too. However,
traffic there is moving at a snail’s
pace and is also a detour for
many. So we have stopped all
activities,” Sushil Kumar Jain,
convenor of confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT), said.
However, Balvinder Kumar,
member, UP Rera, who resides in
Delhi and attends the Greater
Noida bench, said he will try his
luck and go to the Greater Noida
office on Friday. “Those who
need to commute for work will
have to do so. Hopefully, the
DND Flyway will be free for
inter-city commuters,” he said.
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Vehicles pile up due to fog on Eastern
Peripheral Expressway, one dies

GHAZIABAD: A man was killed
and 10 others were injured in a pile
up of several vehicles on the
Eastern Peripheral Expressway on
Friday. Police said that six vehicles,
including three heavy vehicles,
collided with each other as visibility
was poor due to fog in the early
morning hours. The deceased has
been identified Abdullah, a resident
of Dabarsi in Masuri and the driver
of'avehicle. Police reached the spot
and admitted the injured to the
hospital. They were later
discharged after first aid.
Meanwhile, the incident blocked a
part of the expressway causing a
major traffic jam. After hours, police
managed to clear the stretch.
Sources said that some work is
going on on a stretch of the

35-year-old dies in
blaze at abandoned
firecracker factory

GHAZIABAD: A 35-year-old man
died in Farukhnagar when an illegal
firecracker factory caught fire after
an explosion on Friday. Police said
the factory was closed for a long
time. “Huge quantity of explosives
were stored in an abandoned
firecracker factory. While we still
do not know what triggered the fire.
There was an explosion which led
to wall collapse, and the whole area
was engulfed in the fire. An
unidentified man of about 35 years
of age was found dead with burn
injuries,” said an administrative
official. The factory was situated
in the midst of a field due to which
the impact of the damage was not
huge. In2017, a similar explosion
had taken place in the area which
had left four people dead.

highway between Duhai and
Masuri. Reflectors were also
placed around the area. A pick-up
van crossing the stretch spotted
the reflectors and applied breaks
suddenly. A trailer also stopped
behind it, but Abdullah, who was
driving another trailer, failed to
see the parked vehicles in the fog
and hit the trailer in front of him.
The collision was so intense that
the front portion of the trailer was
completely damaged. Even as
efforts were being made to get
Abdullah out of the vehicle, a
SUV and another subcompact
SUV also collided with the trailer,
damaging the bonnet of both the
vehicles. However, the
passengers survived due to air
bags.

Private agency to dispose
of industrial waste

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation and industry
bodies have reached an agreement
that industrial waste will be disposed
of by a private player in lieu of which
user charge will be imposed on
factories. The city has over 10,000
industries but lacks a proper
mechanism for collection and disposal
of waste. “There was no robust
method to dispose of industrial
waste. So, after deliberations with the
industry bodies, it has been decided
that a private player would be hired
to deal with industrial waste,” said a
GMC official. “While the process is
still at a nascent stage, we have
broadly agreed that the industry
body will pay user charges to the
company that will be hired and the
GMC will act as an overseeing
agency,” he added.

GMC starts reviving dead ponds,
10 of them over the next 6 months

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC) on
Tuesday embarked on a
rejuvenation programme of the
city’s dead ponds. In the first
phase, 10 ponds will be revived in
the district in a span of six months,
officials said. The civic body has
engaged CSR funds and roped ina
Greater Noida-based expert for the
job. According to the
administration records, Ghaziabad
originally had over 1,121 water
bodies but lost most of them to
encroachments and speedy
urbanisation. At present, the
district has around 149 ponds that
can be revived and of these around
46 are under GMC’s jurisdiction.
Ghaziabad municipal commissioner
Mahendra Tanwar said, “We have

NMRC asks Noida to sell land for new route

NOIDA: In dire need of funds,
Noida Metro Rail Corporation
has decided to monetise one of
its prime assets in order to raise
capital required for future
expansion. The joint venture
company formed to operate the
Aqua Line (Noida—Greater Noida
metro) has asked the Noida
Authority to
commercial plot in Sector 94 and
is hopeful of generating more
than Rs 700 crore through the
transaction. Situated close to the
Okhla Bird Sanctuary metro
station in Sector 94, the
commercial plot has remained on
the block for 18 months.
However, not many companies
have shown interest in inking
deals due to the terms and
conditions and the lease-deed
model. NMRC has now decided

auction a

Flyover project in Noida
hits gas pipeline hurdle

NOIDA: The 6-km-long Chilla
elevated road project has hit a
hurdle because of a mismatch in
the actual location of a gas pipeline
and its position on the Noida
Authority's utility map. As aresult,
the agency building the road,
which is crucial for the city's
connectivity with east Delhi, has
to redesign the pile foundation.
The gas pipeline was laid by GAIL
several decades ago. Engineers
now have to find a workaround
for the foundation of the pillars of
a2km stretch of the elevated road.
Instead of single foundation piles
and pillars, GAIL will go for a
portal design across the stretch
to maintain distance from the
underground gas pipeline.
Officials said that a detailed site

survey to assess the exact
alignment of the pipeline was
conducted earlier this month and
it was found that design of 12-15
pillars will have to be modified to
ensure complete safety. Though
Uttar Pradesh State Bridge
Corporation Limited, the agency
executing the project, had
finalised the current alignment
after studying the detailed project
report and the utility map, the
situation was different on the
ground. “A variation of more than
a metre was found between the
actual location of the pipeline and
what was mentioned in the utility
map. The pipe runs in a zig-zag
along the 1.2-km-long stretch
close to the drain,” said an official
involved in the project.

to auction the entire land through
an online bidding process. Land
measuring 10.9 acres, NMRC will
develop a metro station next to
the land in the future (as Sector
94 metro station) as a part of the
second arm of the Aqua Line
metro network to enable direct
connectivity to the Botanical
Garden metro station, officials
said. Noida Metro, officials said,
has sought the help of the
Authority to initiate the auction
process. “The permission to
auction the land will be taken from
the board at its meeting slated for

Woman ‘raped’ by four
says Noida cops asked
her to hush it up

GNOIDA: The family of a 56-year-
old woman who was allegedly
raped by four assailants has
charged that the police asked
them to hush up the matter. They
also claimed that it was a theft
and not loot. The men had fled
with cash and jewellery after
holding the woman’s husband,
daughter and son hostage. Noida
police has, however, denied the
allegations, stating that they in
fact took a fresh complaint from
the family to include the rape
allegation, but a medical
examination has ruled out any
internal/external injury and
presence of sperm. An FIR has
been lodged in the case under
IPC sections 376-d (gang rape)
and 394 (voluntarily causing hurt
while committing robbery).

Thursday. The Noida Authority
will auction the NMRC’s land and
pass on the benefits to the
corporation accordingly,” Noida
Authority CEO and NMRC
managing director, Ritu
Maheshwari, said. Officials
involved with the process
revealed that the land will be
auctioned through the Noida
Authority since the same belongs
to it. “A memorandum of
understanding will be signed
between NMRC and Noida
Authority before the auctioning
process is initiated,” he added.
However, the prevailing rates of
commercial plots fixed by the
Noida Authority could pose a
hurdle during the bidding.
The Authority commands a
premium of Rs 1.59 lakh for a sqm
in Sector 94.

started our work on the restoration
of the ponds. There are 46 ponds
in our jurisdiction and we are
starting with the restoration of 10
water bodies in the first phase. Of
the 10 ponds, three are located in
Sadarpur, four in Dohai, two in
Morta and one each in Raeespur,
Sadiqpur and Bambeta.” Greater
Noida-based pond restoration
expert Ramveer Tanwar has been
awarded the job to clean up 10
ponds, located at Bambeta,
Sadarpur, Dohai, Morta, Raeespur
and Sadigpur. On Tuesday, a team
of 15 people was engaged to
excavate silt from a 30ft deep pond
in Morta village and two ponds at
Bombata and Sadarpur will also be
cleaned simultaneously later this
week.

Noida relaxes payment
conditions for obtaining
bigger industrial plots

NOIDA: Industrial allottees
who are offered plots in
Noida’s will no longer have to
make one-time payment to
secure adjacent unutilised
land. The Noida Authority said
that money for plots that are
10% bigger than what had been
promised could be paid in
instalments. The decision will
reduce the discomfort of people
who have booked industrial
plots in the under-construction
Phase 1II of the city. Authority
OSD Avinash Tripathi said,
“While planning new sectors,
at times the layout of a sector
has to be revised after
development work. Some small
chunks that are left between
plots are offered to adjacent
plot holders.

For 6,000 daily Covid test target,
Ghaziabad to seek more Kits

GHAZIABAD: To increase Covid
testing in the district from 4,000
to 6,000 tests per day in
December, the administration is
planning to write to the state
government urging it to provide
more kits. The UP government’s
directives related to Covid
management in winter were
issued a few days back and is
now being implemented across
the district. The state
government on Monday also
issued guidelines related to
containment zones, surveillance
activities and Covid-appropriate
behaviour for December. District
magistrate Ajay Shankar Pandey
said, “As per the order, a minimum
of 3,100 tests is required to be
done every day. But, we have
been doing far more than that in

November. This will continue in
December and in the meantime,
we will write to the government
to allow us to conduct more tests.
The increased number would
help us conduct focused testing
of high-risk groups besides
carrying out regular testing of
contacts and symptomatic
patients.” According to the latest
guidelines, the administration has
been asked to demarcate
containment zones at the micro-
level. The authorities have been
asked to identify 80% of all
contacts — who came in contact
with a Covid patient in the past
14 days — within 72 hours. The
districts have been asked to keep
L1 hospitals ready and make
arrangement for oxygen supply
to 20% of beds.
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- all yours...
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