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Illegal weapons factory
busted in forest, two held

GHAZIABAD: Two
persons were arrested on
Sunday for allegedly running
an illegal arms factory in
Bambheta forest under Kavi
Nagar area of Ghaziabad. The
police team recovered 36
country-made pistols, some
live cartridges and other
equipment used in making
illegal weapons.The police
said the accused were
identified as Mursalim (38), a
resident of Ghaziabad, and
Tinku alias Pintu (26), who is
from Noida. The miscreants
used to manufacture illegal
arms at an isolated place at
Bambheta forest. “The accused

were arrested late on Sunday
night following a tip-off. We
also recovered illegal and
semi-prepared arms from their
possession. The police have
also seized the unfinished
material and the equipment
used for making such
weapons,” said Rajkumar
Sharma, the SHO of Kavi
Nagar police station. “The
accused confessed that they
were manufacturing illegal
weapons that were to be
supplied during the elections
and had been selling them in
Hapur, Dhaulana, Gautam
Budh Nagar and Ghaziabad
areas, near Masuri.
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EDITORIAL

A reality check: on U.S. draft
resolution to blacklist Masood Azhar

The U.S. move to take a listing request for Jaish-e-
Mohammad founder Masood Azhar directly to the UN
Security Council is an indicator of the frustration of a
majority of the Council’s permanent members with China’s
refusal to budge on the issue. The many obvious reasons to
ban Azhar have been repeated often: the JeM was banned
in 2001 with a listing at the UNSC that names Azhar as its
founder and financier; he was accused of working with al-
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden; and he was seen by the
entire world on TV screens as he was exchanged for
hostages at Kandahar following the 1999 Indian Airlines
hijack, after being released from an Indian prison where he
was held on charges of terrorism. Since 2001, the JeM and
Azhar have claimed responsibility for several terror attacks
that resulted in the deaths of dozens of innocent persons,
including, most recently, the February 14 attack on a CRPF
convoy in Pulwama. Even so, China has used its veto on
Azhar’s listing at the 1267 UNSC Sanctions Committee
four times in the past decade, evidently to protect Pakistan.
Its stand on Azhar is at variance with the otherwise tough
stand on terror in Xinjiang province. Also, it has allowed
terrorists and groups based in Pakistan to be listed at the
UNSC since 2001 and agreed to “grey list” Pakistan at the
Financial Action Task Force for terror financing. Just on
Thursday, it joined other UNSC members in passing a
resolution against terror financing.

With the latest proposal, the U.S. plans to “shame” China
by bringing the Azhar listing to a public debate at the UNSC.
And if that fails, it is reportedly considering a UN General
Assembly statement condemning Azhar. The listing of Azhar
is an unfinished task India is justified in pursuing. However,
the latest U.S. move comes with some concerns. To begin
with, there is no indication that China is ready to change its
stand, particularly in the face of coercion or threat from the
U.S., and it could veto this proposal as well. There appears
to be little to be gained at present by forcing China further
into Pakistan’s corner, especially as New Delhi has said it
would pursue the Azhar listing with China with “patience
and persistence”, in keeping with its desire not to sacrifice
the bilateral relationship over the issue. It is equally unlikely
that a world power like China would be moved by the threat
of public humiliation. New Delhi must applaud the strong
support the U.S. and the other UNSC members have
provided on the issue of cross-border terror threats, and on
the vexed issue of Azhar’s listing. But it must be careful
not to stake too much on an immediate win at the UNSC
vis-a-vis China, and keep its expectations realistic.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Sewer water troubles sector 51, industrial sector 57

NOIDA: Poor civic redress troubles residents of sector 51 and
industrial area sector 57. While sewer water from village
Hoshiyarpur is left unattended near its outflow in F block of
sector 51, a similar condition is being faced in sector 57 and 58
for the past 15 days due to negligence by the contractor leading
workers to wade in the dirty water to approach neighbouring
industrial outfits. “There’s pathetic condition in the so-called clean
and green Noida. While there’s unattended sewer water near
C-63 sector 57 from last 15 days, people especially workers are
suffering with no measures to address the situation. They are
compelled to walk in drain and sewage/dirty water which is not
being drained,” said Sanjeev Kumar who works in the area.
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9 executives steal data of I'T firm, US clients; booked

NOIDA: AnIT firm in Sector
62, which serves US-based
clients, has lodged a police
complaint against nine former
officials who allegedly stole
confidential data of the
company and its customers.
The accused include a senior
accounts manager, two
accounts managers and six
other officials in the technical
team of Sysmind Tech Private
Limited. The company alleged
that after the theft came to light,
the officials resigned and then
stopped responding to its
emails. Brajesh Jalan, the CEO
of Sysmind Tech, approached
police on Monday. He said that

the fraud was discovered on
March 9 when the company
gotanotification from its server,
informing that some
confidential and sensitive data
had been downloaded and
shared with an external agency
between 11pm and 12.30am on
March 8-9. Senior accounts
manager Varun Goyal,
accounts manager Imran
Ansari and Abhishek Singh,
Kanchan, Mukesh Kumar, and
technical team members
Ankesh Kumar, Sushil Kumar,
Ritesh Garg and Rishabh
Verma have been named in the
complaint lodged at Sector 58
police station. According to the

Tribunal cancels single bid for
Amrapali hospital in Noida

NEW DELHI: The Debt
Recovery Tribunal, which
was asked by the SC to
auction properties of the
Amrapali group, has rejected
the Rs 13.74 crore single bid
made to purchase the 40-bed
hospital owned by it in Noida,
saying the price was
inadequate and expressing
apprehension of possible
cartelisation to ensure the
property is sold at a cheap
price. The lone bid was made
by Dr Ajau Kohli and M/s
Promhex Plus Healthcare
Pvt Ltd to purchase the
hospital against the base price
of Rs 13.73 crore fixed by
the tribunal. The bidder had
also deposited Rs 3.43 crore
before DRT but the tribunal
came to the conclusion that

the market value of the
property was at least Rs 16
crore and rejected the bid.
“Taking note of the facts that
the said property is a hospital
having 40 beds and fully
equipped, certainly more bids
might have been turned up
but the same has been
withheld by some
unscrupulous persons,
therefore, prima facie it
appears that cartelisation is
at work ... The price of the
said property is not
adequate,” the tribunal said.

FIR, the company managed to
find out that Varun Goyal had
downloaded data from the
server and sent the same from
his official ID to his personal
account. “Main accused Varun
Goyal and his accomplices stole
the data for their personal
benefit. After the theft came to
our notice, an internal meeting
was held in the presence of the
working chairman and the
directors. At the meeting, Goyal
admitted to having stolen the
data and also promised to delete
it from his personal account.
However, soon afterwards,
Goyal’s team members started
resigning from the company.

Fire breaks out at
thermocol manufacturing
factory, no casualties

NOIDA: A major fire ripped
through a private factory in
Greater Noida on Tuesday
afternoon, relief and rescue
efforts were under way,
officials said. They said a
"heavy loss" to property has
been estimated but there has
been no report of casualty to
any individual so far. Heavy
smoke billowed from the
thermocol manufacturing
factory in Kasna area, minutes
after the fire was reported
around 1 pm, Fire Department
officials said. "Atleast 10 fire
tenders were rushed at the site
to contain the flames. The
operation is still underway, and
more resources could be
deployed if need be," Chief
Fire Officer A K Singh
told TBC

No curbs in Gurgaon, Noida to stop cars using high-beam headlights

GURUGRAM/NOIDA:
Although cars with high-beam
lights are a common sight in
Gurugram, the city traffic police
hasn’timplemented a system to
check the intensity of such
lights. The xenon and halogen
headlights, especially on SUVs
and other luxury cars, might
make the vehicles look more
attractive, but they often distract
other drivers and are known to
cause accidents. “Currently, we
don’thave any provision like light
meters to check the intensity of
lights in cars. If any car has
modified the lights, we will
penalise the owners according
to rules pertaining to

modification under the Motor
Vehicles Act,” said Satyapal
Singh, ACP (highways),
Gurugram. Police officers said
itis hard for traffic cops to stop
vehicles on the expressway at
night, and many drivers are not
aware of the proper use of high-
beam headlights. Ashok Kumar,
ACP, Gurugram(west), said,
“We issue challans to
commuters who use high-beam
lights. But the situation is
different for a vehicle on a
highway.”” Arnab Bhattacharya,
a resident of Sector 56,
Gurugram, said: “Cars have a
speed limit of 80kmph and it
becomes next to impossible for

a policeman to stop a vehicle
moving at this speed on a
highway. Moreover, stopping a
vehicle on the expressway will
trigger pile-ups. Only high
beams can spot speed breakers
in dark stretches. I believe that
commuters are not educated
enough about where they
should use the beam. For traffic
policemen, high-beam headlight
is not the number one priority
when it comes to issuing
tickets.” Gurugram has 12
interceptors but not a single
light beam detector. Experts
feel that it’s the need of the hour
to get light detectors, so that
errant drivers can be caught.
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Collapsed building: As toll reaches 7, at
least 20 still trapped under the rubble

DHARWAD: The toll in the
building crash in Dharwad
rose to seven with the rescue
team recovering five more
bodies on Wednesday.
Regional commissioner
Tushar Girinath, who is also
the administrator of Hubballi-
Dharwad Municipal
Corporation (HDMC), has
ordered a magisterial inquiry
into the incident. As many as
55 people, including three
women, were rescued and
shifted to various hospitals in
the twin cities. It is suspected
that 20-30 people, including 12
girl students, are trapped
under the debris. Their

Pregnant woman
raped, two booked

GHAZIABAD: A 24-year-
old woman was allegedly raped
by two persons, who promised
her a job at a beauty parlour,
on Thursday. Police said the
woman is three-months
pregnant. In her complaint, the
woman has alleged that one of
the accused called her to
Muradnagar and promised to
give her a job. At 2pm on
Thursday, the woman reached
the place and called up the
man. One person picked her
up in a car and drove around
the area. At 3pm, the other
accused got in the vehicle. He
offered sweets that were
laced with drugs to the woman,
the police said.

relatives were waiting near
the spot. The tragic under-
construction building collapse
in Dharwad has lessons for
every city. The greed to reap
quick dividends can make
owners of commercial
structures lax in following
norms. With this kind of
approach, building owners
tend to flout structural norms,
at times building extra floors
like the one in Dharwad.
These go unnoticed in the
absence of frequent audits by
the authorities. The girls
responded to calls in the
beginning, but their voices
weakened later.

Half of Gzb candidates
disqualified

Noida/Ghaziabad: Nomination
papers of more than half the
candidates in the Ghaziabad
parliamentary constituency were
rejected by polling officials on
Tuesday. Of 25 candidates, 13
were disqualified due to
discrepancies or technical errors
in nomination forms, said
officials. In neighbouring
Gautam Budh Nagar, eight out
of 21 candidates were rejected.
Now, only 12 candidates from
Ghaziabad and 13 from GB
Nagar are left in the election
fray, including BJP, Congress,
BSP-SP alliance, some other
regional  parties and
Independents.

Man, girlfriend shot dead
outside temple in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 26-year-
old man and his 32-year-old
girlfriend were shot dead by
unidentified assailants on
Monday morning while they
were coming out of a temple
in Kotwali area. They were
shot at least three times each
from point blank range and
died on the spot. The man’s
father said his son had taken
a loan from a woman for
setting up his business and
expressed suspicion that she
could be involved in the double
murder. The man, Annu
Chauhan, was a resident of
Sarvodaya Nagar, and his

Residents threaten to use NOTA over ‘empty’ poll promises

GHAZIABAD: “You give us
vote, we (politicians) will give
you garbage and dengue”, read
some of the banners put up
outside Gulmohar Enclave, a
residential society in
Ghaziabad. The posters also
feature pictures of top
functionaries of the major
parties — BJP, Congress, SP
and BSP. Residents are using
election time to express
displeasure with politicians for
making empty promises. In
this society, the are demanding
the removal of a dumping
ground just 50 metres away
from their building. There are
625 flats in the society and
1,800 voters. They have

On EVMs: Robot, torch and TV
to contest against hand and lotus

NOIDA: Pollution, a year-
long concern in Delhi-NCR, is
making it to election
manifestos. The big two, BJP
and Congress, are both
promising to work on
solutions to ask for votes. It’s
a problem that needs long-
term solutions and that can
only happen when there is
political will. On Thursday,
Union minister and BJP’s
Noida candidate Mahesh
Sharma said that if he was re-
elected, he would solve the
pollution issue once and for all.
He said he had served as the
minister of state for
environment, forest and
climate change for one and a

half years and would use his
knowledge to look for
solutions. “I take this issue as
a priority. [ know the problem
and will solve it. I have already
roped in a professional agency
to conduct a study on Noida’s
pollution. They are preparing
a report and will it submit
soon,” he said. Sharma said he
also wanted to replicate in
Noida the Taj Trapezium Zone,
a defined area of 10,400sqkm
around the Taj Mahal to protect
the monument from pollution.
The minister also called for
crop residue burning to be
banned and claimed that since
he is a doctor, he understands
the issue better.

threatened to use NOTA in the
April 11 election if their
problem is not resolved.
Gaurav Bansal, the RWA
media incharge, said, “We
have been facing this problem
for the past five-six years, but
no political party has ever paid
any attention to it. Ghaziabad
MP Gen VK Singh (retd) had
visited the locality last time
during the 2014 Lok Sabha
election, but after that he never

Parents protest 15%
school fee hike

NOIDA: As many as 250
parents of children studying in
Genesis Global School (GGS)
have complained against the
institution for introducing new
categories in its existing fee
structure, including ‘imprest’
payment and an ‘additional’
security deposit. The parents
claimed that the school had
increased the basic fees by 7-8%
but the annual fees had increased
by 15% due to these new
categories. On Thursday, parents
approached the district inspector
of schools and the issue was
takenup by the All Noida School
Parents Association (ANSPA)
for discussion at the next meeting
of the district fee regulation
committee.

came here. Same goes for
other politicians.” He added,
“Garbage from all over the
place is dumped here. Even as
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation’s vehicles come
here to dispose of garbage,
stray animals like dogs, cattle
and pigs pose a threat to
children.” Rekha Vijay, another
resident, echoed similar
sentiments. “Itis our collective
decision not to vote for any
political party and go for
NOTA if our problem is not
resolved. It is our last resort
after failing to draw the
attention of officials despite
writing to them several times
over the past years.”

girlfriend Preeti was from
Pratap Vihar. They had been
in a relationship for the past
three years and were going to
get engaged in a couple of
days. Chauhan’s father
Kushal Singh, who retired as
a havildar in the Army, said
there were eight CCTV
cameras installed on the
temple premises, but none of
them was working. Passersby
informed police and with the
help of the registration
number of the scooter on
which the couple had come to
the temple, they informed the
families.

Teen ‘kidnapped’
after scuffle

GHAZIABAD: The 17-year-
old son of a head constable,
who has been posted as the
driver of Ghaziabad SSP
Upender Kumar, and his
friend, have gone missing
since Tuesday. Police have
reportedly traced his
whereabouts to Punjab and an
FIR has been filed in the case.
According to police, Akshat
Tomar, the son of head
constable Pawanveer Singh,
left home on Tuesday evening
saying he was going to meet
his friend Kunal. They
allegedly abducted the baby
when the parents were away
at work.

Reversing crane crushes cyclist

NOIDA: A cyclist was killed
after he was hit by a crane as its
driver was reversing the vehicle
and exiting a petrol pump in Sector
54 on Monday. The accident
happened around 7am when the
victim, who worked inacompany
in Sector 60, was returning home
after a night shift. According to
police, the victim, Chhote Lal
Maurya, who was originally from
Nalanda, had been living in
Sector 9 in Noida. Witnesses said
Maurya was thrown to the
ground and suffered injuries to the
head and limbs. They tried torush
him to a nearby hospital but he
died on the way. “The crane
driver seemed to be less than 18
years of age. After the accident,
he appeared to have lost his

senses and was even trying to
hide the body in a nearby drain.
However, he was stopped by
onlookers and police were
informed about the accident,” said
Ramesh Kumar, a resident who
was at the accident scene. Police
have detained the youth but are
waiting for the deceased’s kin to
reach Noida before lodging an
FIR. Pradeep Tripathi, the SHO
of Sector 24 police station, told
TBC thatan FIR would be lodged
at the earliest based on a
complaint of Maurya’s family. In
a separate case, another youth
who was hit by a vehicle in
Sector 70 on March 21
succumbed to his injuries at
Sharda hospital on Monday
moming,
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Anil Dujana aide arrested for extortion

Greater Noida: With over
5,600 accidents on the Yamuna
Expressway since it was
launched in August 2012, the
speed corridor continues to be
a fatally dangerous stretch for
commuters. Despite two audits
so far and another one in the
process, accidents continue
unabated on the 165km stretch.
However, Friday’s bus
accident, in which eight
persons were killed and
several others injured, shows
the dire need for structural
changes that the high-speed
corridor requires. Preliminary
investigations by police
suggests that the driver of the

bus, who died on the spot, had
dozed off. The speed could
have been over 110kmph —
above the permissible speed of
100kmph — based on the
extent of damage to the bus.
The expressway’s history of
accidents is worth a mention:
in June 2018, the death toll on
the stretch stood at 718, with
4,956 accidents in 2,053 days.
The statistics have only
worsened since then.
According to data with the
Yamuna Authority, as many as
551 accidents took place on the
expressway between April
2018 and December 2018 and
claimed 92 lives. Since January

BSP’s 2017 Assembly poll
candidate switches to BJP

GHAZIABAD: In ashotin the
arm for BJP, local BSP leader
Sudhan Rawat who fought the
2014 Lok Sabha election on an
SP ticket from Ghaziabad
switched his political allegiance
again — this time to the ruling
saffron party. Both SPand BSP
claimed the move would have
no impact on the electoral
prospects of their alliance
candidate against BJP’s sitting
MP General V K Singh (retd).
Rawat, who had joined BSP
after losing in the last Lok Sabha
polls and contested the 2017 UP
assembly elections on the party’s
ticket from Muradnagar
constituency, said he took the
decision to join BJP as the

“political culture” of the BSP
was “suffocating”. “But prior to
joining BJP, I met BSP chief
Mayawati who had assured me
that I would get an important
role in the party. However, I still
chose BJP,” Rawat told TBC.
“Rawat is a spent force and also
an eternal turncoat who was
with SP and then he switched
sides to BSP and now the BJP,”
said a BSP leader.

this year, 53 people have died
in accidents on the highway.
Even as the death toll
increases, authorities are still
waiting for an audit report by
IIT Delhi, which is expected to
suggest structural and other
changes that are required for
safety. Officials agree that
structural lapses are inherent to
the stretch. “There are no
vends for drivers to park their
vehicles and take rest. People
usually park their heavy
vehicles along the highway to
sitin cafes and dhabas that have
mushroomed on the sides of the
road,” an official said. Rampant
speeding, combined with foggy

conditions and sleepy drivers,
make the stretch a death trap.
While YEIDA and Jaypee, the
private  concessionaire
maintaining the highway, had
earlier started the practice of
offering tea to drivers, sources
say it is now followed only
during the winters. Jaypee
claims it still offers tea between
lam-5am. Lack of adequate
patrolling by cops and shortage
of police patrolling vehicles
have only added to the
problem. Most importantly, a
shortage of cameras on the
expressway means drivers
speed with impunity, as
surveillance is scanty.

Voters between 20 and 49 years
hold key to Ghaziabad seat

GHAZIABAD: This Lok
Sabha elections, voters in the
age group of 20 to 49 years are
likely to hold the key for
candidates and parties
contesting the Ghaziabad seat.
While voters in the age group
account for over 71% of the
total electorate in the
constituency, the first-time
voters (between 18 and 19
years), as per the electoral
rolls, are 28,015, which is less
than 1% of the total voters.
The district election
commission has almost
finalised the electoral rolls and
according to the current
figures, there are 27,26,132
registered voters in

Ghaziabad. The total number
of male voters stands at
15,17,276 and female voters
are at 12,08,747. There are
109 voters who have been
placed under the third gender
category. According to the
age-wise break up data, there
are 8,24,170 voters in the age
group of 30-39 years, followed
by the 40-49 years age group
that has 6,24,798 voters.
Close behind is the 20-29
years age group and the
number stands at 5,74,159.
The three age groups together
account for over 71 % of the
total voters. There are 28,015
first time voters this time in
Ghaziabad.

Yamuna Expressway accident: Return journey from wedding breaks a family

GREATER NOIDA: Suman
(35), one those killed in the
early morning crash on the
expressway, was travelling
with her three daughters and
husband. The family was
returning from a wedding
function in their village in
Jalaun. All five were asleep
when the sleeper bus hit the
truck on the expressway. “I
was coming back home to
Kulesra village in Noida after
staying in my parents’ house
for about 15 days. The most
difficult thing for me now is to
tell my daughters that Suman
is never coming back,” said
Santosh Kumar, Suman’s
husband. They got married
around 20 years back. Their

youngest daughter is two years
old and the two others are 13
and five years old. Both Suman
and Santosh worked at a
factory in Sector 82 as helpers.
Santosh said they were
supposed to resume work from
Friday. “We had gone home
around 15 days ago to attend
a wedding. But we stayed
back for a longer time because
my mother fell ill. On
Thursday, we planned our
journey back to Noida since
we had to join work. We were
sleeping in our seats that were
in the middle of the bus when
suddenly there was a collision
and I lost consciousness,” he
said. « Later, I found that the
reality had changed for me. |

am left with three daughters
who I have to raise. I am
thinking about the future and
the thoughts are haunting me,”
he added. Mohammad
Jahangir (38), who is a motor
mechanic and is from Auraiyya
district, spoke about his 13-
year-old son who he lost in the
accident. “I was taking him to
Delhi where he was going to
be operated upon for a
fracture in the leg,” he said.
Ram Nivas Singh, an executive
from Bhagwati Travels that
owned the bus, told TBC that
Mahesh Kumar, who was
driving the bus, was an
experienced driver and he has
been in the same job for the
past eight years. “He was one

of the most trustworthy
drivers. I cannot believe that
he died in such an unfortunate
accident. He was skilled and
also had experience in driving
trucks. He is survived by his
parents, wife and two
daughters,” said Ram Nivas.
Meanwhile, the district
magistrate (DM) has
announce Rs 2 lakh as
compensation to each family of
the deceased. “The accident
shook me completely. [ visited
the injured patients and also met
the families of the deceased.
The administration will offer Rs
2 lakh as compensation to each
family of the deceased,” said
B N Singh, the DM of Gautam
Budh Nagar.
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Who to support in Noida? AAP still undecided

NOIDA: With no candidate
for Noida parliamentary seat,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has lodged an official
complaint against the
rejection of the nomination
form of Shweta Sharma to the
Election Commission of India
(ECI), party officials said on
Thursday. The party’s UP
functionaries are, however,
still hanging between support
to the Congress and the SP-
BSP-RJD alliance owing to
lack of clarity from Delhi.
Sanjeev Nigam, AAP’s
district media coordinator,
said he had sent a complaint
to the Election Commission
of India’s Delhi office

Youth abducted, robbed
of cash at ATM

NOIDA: Three car-borne
assailants allegedly abducted
and looted a youth near the
busy Sector 16 intersection
and held him hostage for
nearly 30 minutes as they
drove around the busy areas
like Sector 18 market and
TGIP mall, on Tuesday night.
The youth has been identified
as Sarthak Rathore, a native
of Agra, who works at a
restaurant in Noida’s Sector
3. On Tuesday, Rathore had
gone to Gurgaon for some
work and reached Noida late
in the evening via metro.
Rathore told police that four
more people, including the
driver were seated inside
the car.

through a mail. However, AK
Singh, AAP’s district
spokesperson, told TBC that
they will not go for a court
case. “This is because courts
had earlier given an adverse
decision in most cases
pertaining to the rejection of
nomination where the
number of proposers were
not as per rules,” he said.
Asked about whom the party
would campaign for —
Congress or the SP-BSP-
RJD alliance candidate —
Nigam said they will abide by
the party’s decision at the
national level, but they are
also open to support anyone
who can defeat the BJP.

Clean storm water
drains in Noida: NGT

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has directed
the Uttar Pradesh pollution
control board and authorities
concerned to take
immediate steps to control
pollution of Noida's storm
water drains which join
Yamuna and Hindon rivers
and make them congestion
free. A bench headed by
NGT chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said
discharge of any effluent in
drains is an offence under
the provisions of the Water
Act, 1974, and the Rules
under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.

13 left in fray for Noida Lok Sabha seat

NOIDA: Thirteen candidates,
including two independents,
were left in the fray for the
Gautam Buddh Nagar Lok
Sabha election on the last day
for withdrawal of nomination
Thursday, said poll officials.
Twenty-one candidates had filed
the papers but the nominations
of eight of them, including Aam
Aadmi Party's Shweta Sharma,
were rejected by the returning
officer in compliance with the
Election Commission guidelines,
they said. The polling for the
Gautam Buddh Nagar seat will
be held in the first-phase on April
11, when 91 Lok Sabha seats
across 20 states go to the polls.

Over 12,000 duped with Ponzi bike taxi scheme

NOIDA: A Noida-based
company, which allegedly used
illegal Ponzi schemes to raise
funds for bike taxis and used
the names of aggregators Uber
and Ola to make their claim
look credible, is facing a police
investigation after being
accused of cheating thousands
of investors. The investors
have alleged that Mapple
Innovative Promoters (MIP)
Private Limited offered them
five different plans under
schemes with different
packages and promised
monthly returns, all after an
annual one-time investment.
The more the investment, more
returns were promised, along
with bonus. The company had

Water sprinklers to tackle
dust fail to impress residents

NOIDA: Noida Authority on
Wednesday said it spent Rs 3
crore on water sprinkling last
year in a bid to keep the dust
pollution  caused by
construction work in check
and improve air quality. The
drive, conducted for half of last
year, cost each of its 10
divisions up to Rs 5 lakh each
month, its officials said.
Environmentalists, however,
said authorities had done little
to improve dust-prone areas.
“We submitted a complaint
against dust pollution with all
agencies concerned. We
raised the rampant pollution at
Sectors 53 and 52, Ghizzor

market road, City Centre
metro station, Sector 26-27
main road, among others. The
pollution is caused mainly by
construction material lying on
the roadside and dug-up
roads,” said Amit Gupta, an
environmentalist who has
lodged complaints with the
National Green Tribunal and the
Central Pollution Control
Board. He also sent a public
grievance email to the SC
which the court acknowledged.
However, Vijay Rawal, public
health, Noida Authority, said,
“Noida is still heavily under
construction and only about
70% of'it is complete.

12,000 investors, most of them
from UP, Haryana, other parts
of NCR, and Punjab. On
Wednesday, several investors
protested against the company,
alleging it had not paid them
since December 2018. The
protesters gathered around the
company’s office in B block of
Sector 58, demanding officials
meet them and hand over their
money. They were, however,
allegedly greeted by bouncers
with whom they got into an
argument. The protestors filed

Separated from
family, 40-year-old
jumps off 16th floor

GREATER NOIDA: A 40-
year-old man allegedly
committed suicide by jumping
off the balcony on the 16th
floor in tower 4 of Nirala Estate
society located in Greater
Noida’s Bisrakh area on
Tuesday around 11.30 pm. The
man has been identified as
Sunil Kumar, a resident of
Sector 22. Kumar worked as
a service agent of electronic
goods in Noida. On Monday,
he visited his sister’s house and
allegedly committed suicide
there the next day. “He was
suffering from depression
because his married life was
not going well.

awritten complaint against the
company’s managing directors,
Rajesh Khantwal and Kapil
Dhama, director Nitin Tyagi,
CEO Sachin Raghuvanshi and
managers Shubham
Chaudhary, Sandeep Yadav,
Pramod Kushwaha and Ajay
Pandey, alleging fraud.
Khantwal and Tyagi’s phones
were switched off when TBC
tried to contact them. Dhama
told TBC he too was yet to get
returns from the company. “I
am not the managing director.
Even I have to get my returns,”
he claimed. Piyush Singh,
circle officer I1 told TBC the
complaint has been received
and a report has been shared
with Noida police chief.

In 2014, 24 candidates had
contested for the Gautam Budh
Nagar seat with 22 of them
forfeiting their deposits. In 2009,
26 candidates were in the fray
from here. Those left in the fray
for the Noida seat are its sitting
BJP MP Mahesh Sharma, 59,
Congress candidate Arvind
Kumar Singh, 30, and BSP
leader Satveer, 37. Satveer has
the backing of the Samajwadi
Party also. There was no
withdrawal by any candidate on
March 28, the last day for
withdrawal, leaving 13
candidates whose nomination
has been approved for the
election,” the officer said.

Schoolmate rapes
girl, on the run

GREATER NOIDA: A 13-
year-old girl was allegedly
raped by a schoolmate in a
Jewar village on Monday.
Police have registered a case
based on the complaint of the
girl’s father. The boy, along
with three other students who
were with him, is on the run.
Police are yet to ascertain if
all the four boys are minors.
On Tuesday, the girl’s father
filed a police complaint alleging
that the accused are the girl’s
school mates. While the girl
studies in Class V, the accused
are her seniors in school. She
was in shock for almost a day
and after that she spoke to us
about the incident.

Parking lots help Aqua Line
draw 30% more riders

NOIDA: The ridership of Aqua
Line metro has increased by
almost 30%, the Noida Metro
Rail Corporation (NMRC) said
on aday operations on the route
completed two months. P D
Upadhyaya, executive director
of NMRC, said ridership was
around 13,000 on the first day
of operation on January 25.
“Now the ridership is around
17,000, which is a 30%
increase,” he said. Aqua Line
connects Noida Sector 51 to
Greater Noida’s Depot station.
Officials said the rise in ridership
was due to its parking facilities
that were opened in 10 stations
recently. There has been

speculation on the lack of
commuters in at least five
stations along the route, which
do not have too many
residential societies around
them. A pathway connecting
Blue Line’s Sector 52 metro
station with Aqua Line’s Sector
51 has also helped increase the
number of commuters, the
officials said. NMRC has
earned Rs 1.99 crore between
January 25 and March 25 from
the operation. It has recorded
a total 6.48 lakh commuters
during the same period. NMRC
operates Aqua Line trains from
6 am to 10 pm from Monday to
Saturday.
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