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In Ghaziabad, elevated road
too gets a splash of colour

GHAZIABAD: Should you
drive under the 10.41-km Raj
Nagar Extension-UP Gate
elevated road, watch out for
some vivid wall art. Vibrant
shades of yellow, blue, orange,
green and magenta are fast
bringing alive the dull column of
concrete pillars that support the
elevated road. Tall cranes with
artists on it are seen painting
elephants, doves, trees or
symbols of peace on these
gigantic cement canvases. The
project, commissioned by the
GDA as part of its city
beautification effort at a cost of
Rs 1 crore, is due for completion
by the end of September. Under

the project, 125 pillars of the
elevated road will have paintings
onreligion, environment or folk
art. “We have been hired on
contract by the NGOs. We are
proud to be a part of this project,”
said Rakesh Kumar, an artist
working on the site.
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EDITORIAL

Time for Aadhaar to

get back to basics

Retired Justice K.S. Puttaswamy has provided a rich vein
of jurisprudence for future courts to mine. His petition in 2012
was the foundation of the Supreme Court’s (SC’s) recognizing
a fundamental right to privacy last year and reading down
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code earlier this month. Now,
it has led the SC in what is in many ways is a sequel to the
right to privacy judgement to finally sign off on the Aadhaar
programme, albeit a truncated version. Few issues have
generated more heat and light in recent years. Writing the
majority opinion, Justice A.K. Sikri has cut through the
accusations and counter-accusations pithily: “Howsoever
benevolent the scheme may be, it has to pass the muster of
constitutionality.” The SC’s answer to this is a strange one in
some ways. On the whole, the majority opinion arrives at the
correct conclusion. But it makes missteps along the way. On
the other hand, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, writing the lone
dissent, makes several telling points that should help guide
future debates about Aadhaar’s implementation. This is
unsurprising; he has racked up a series of impressive rulings.
Aadhaar infringes the fundamental right to privacy. There
can be no reasonable argument against this. Although there
are several other aspects of Aadhaar that the judgement has
examined, the core issue is thus one of proportionality: Is the
extent of the infringement proportionate with the goal of the
Aadhaar legislation?

Among the different flavours of judicial review, the ‘strict
scrutiny’ standard, originating in US courts, is the sternest. It
is generally reserved for assessing legislation that is
discriminatory reservation laws, for instance. But it can also
be used to assess other infringements of fundamental rights.
Its recent high points notwithstanding, the SC has a patchy
record when it comes to protecting these rights. Employing
the strict scrutiny standard, which demands that compelling
governmental interest be proved, would have established a
healthy precedent. Instead, Sikri has gone with the most lenient
standard, “just, fair and reasonable”. This is not surprising;
the same standard was used in Justice K. S. Puttaswamy
(Retd.) and Anr. vs Union Of India And Ors last year when
reading the fundamental right to privacy into the Constitution.
It is, however, disappointing. The ruling finds that Aadhaar
passes the proportionality check but only by lopping off chunks
of it as it exists today and tightening its provisions to prevent
misuse or unnecessary use of citizen data. This is to the good.
This newspaper has supported Aadhaar but cautioned against
its mission creep. Using it to deliver essential subsidies and
benefits that draw upon the Consolidated Fund of India is one
thing. Tying it to everything from mobile phone connections
to bank accounts is another. Aadhaar was not conceived of
as a means for making it easier for the government to track
financial activity or kickstart a fintech boom. It has been
disheartening to see it metamorphize into exactly that. He is
too harsh, however, in finding that Aadhaar doesn’t pass the
test of proportionality because “The state has failed to
demonstrate that a less intrusive measure other than biometric
authentication will not subserve its purposes.” Such a
counterfactual is difficult to prove one way or the other. At
any rate, the long and well-documented history of leakages
and corruption in the country’s subsidies and benefits regime
shows that the less intrusive measures that have been tried
so far have had glaring gaps.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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People ‘unhappy with demolitions’, GDA plans

Ghaziabad, 30 September to 6 October 2018

to regularise 321 colonies

Ghaziabad: The Ghaziadad
Development Authority is
working on a plan to regularise
321 colonies that have been
identified as illegal by the
agency. The GDA plans to
relax certain norms like width
of roads, availability of parks
and some points in the building
layouts. Sources said the
decision to relax the norms had
been taken during a meeting by
GDA  vice-chairperson
Kanchan Verma on Monday.
Verma has instructed officials
to start identifying one colony

CWC employee ‘seeks
Rs 50,000’ to release
girl from shelter home

Ghaziabad: An 80-year-old
woman, aresident of Modinagar,
has accused an employee of the
child welfare committee of
seeking a bribe of Rs 50,000 for
getting her granddaughter-in-
law released from a shelter
home. The CWC had admitted
the girl to a shelter home in
March this year after she was
found to be a minor at the time
of her marriage last year. The
complainant on Monday filed a
complaint with the district
magistrate’s office, stating that
the girl attained 18 years of age
on September 22 and when her
23-year-old grandson
subsequently approached the
CWC officials, an employee
demanded Rs 50,000 bribe on
behalf of the senior officials.

in each zone at a time and
conduct a survey on whether
certain rules can be relaxed.
The decision comes close on
the heels of mayor Asha
Sharma writing to the GDA to
regularise the 321 colonies, in
which lakhs of people have
been living for the past several
years. Mayor Sharma told TBC
that she had suggested to the
GDA that the cost of providing
basic amenities like water,
sewer and roads in these
colonies be charged from the
builder. “There are lakhs of
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people who live in these
colonies and there is a sense of
uncertainty and fear among
them over the demolition drive
that is being carried out by the
GDA and other government
agencies,” said Sharma. “Many
of these residents from humble
background and have requested
me repeatedly to help them out
of this situation.

Why a free left is never free
if you’re driving in Noida

NOIDA: Although the traffic
police has asked the Noida
Authority to free two left turns
and and widen roads
connecting Sector 16 with the
NTPC underpass, many left
turns across the city are facing
serious encroachment issues
either due to e-rickshaws or
auto-rickshaws which stall
traffic movement. The left
turns, which experts say
should be easily accessible
without any hindrance, have
not attracted the attention of
the authorities. For instance,
the left turns towards Sector
18 under the metro station, the
City Centre metro station from
the Women’s police station in
Sector 39, the Sector 71
crossing, the Nithari-Spice

Mall route, and the one to
reach Morna bus stand from
Sector 35 are all facing
encroachment issues, causing
inconvenience to thousands of
commuters daily. At the Sector
18 metro station road, most of
the left turns have been
occupied by auto-rickshaws
which keep on occupying a
road to pick up the passengers
or keep on waiting for them.
Similarly, at the Nithari-Spice
Mall route, e-rickshaws could
be spotted occupying the roads
on an everyday basis.

4 waste plants to keep up Ghaziabad’s Swachh show

Ghaziabad: In an effort to
improve its ranking in the
Swachh Survekshan 2019, the
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation has decided to
focus on segregating waste at
its source and set up
composting plants in residential
societies rather than depending
on large dumping sites. It has
also decided to set up four
separate recycling plants to
treat different types of waste.
According to sources,
Ghaziabad generates civic
waste in excess of 1,000 metric
tonnes per day. The GMC is
currently in the process of
prevailing on societies which
generate more than 50kg of

civic waste to set up a
composting plant within their
premises. “Our aim is to
segregate waste at source so
that our dependency on
dumping site which we are
planning in Galand is reduced,”
said C P Singh, municipal
commissioner. On Monday, the
GMC organised a workshop,
attended by representatives of
286 local bodies from six
districts in western UP. The
GMC, owing to its stellar
performance in Swachh
Survekshan 2018, has been
chosen to lead other
municipalities by sharing its
experience on how to improve
its ranking in the next survey.

In the last survey, Ghaziabad
had earned the tag of the
‘fastest mover’ city. “The
workshop, which was
organised by GMC on Monday
to help out other local bodies
by offering suggestions to
improve their rankings in
Swachh Survekshan 2019,
saw the participation of 286
local bodies from Agra,
Aligarh, Bareilly, Moradabad,
Meerut and Saharanpur
districts,” said C P Singh. “As
per the tool kit provided by
Union ministry of housing and
urban affairs for Swachh
Survekshan 2019, the format
and the indicators have been
changed a bit.
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BSF jawan Kills colleague
in Ghazmbad camp

GHAZIABAD: ABSF jawan
Monday allegedly shot dead his
colleague at a camp here,
officials said. Constable Ajit
fatally shot his batchmate
Jagpreet from his INSAS rifle
at about 6 am at a temporary
camp on the Link road area
here. Both the jawans belong
to the 95th battalion of the
border guarding force based in
Gurgaon and were deployed as
part of a unit to aid the
Ghaziabad Police in law and
order duties, they said. The
exact reason as to why and
how the alleged fratricide
incident took place is being

Gujarat cops
arrest 7 in Noida
for fake job offers

NOIDA: Seven people,
including six women, working
for a fake placement agency
operating out of Atta market
area in Sector 27 were
arrested by a team of Gujarat
Police on Friday. The agency
was operating from the third
floor of Bojha building in Atta
market under the name ‘Smart
Career Solutions.” The
employees of the agency had
been making calls to
unemployed people from
across the country, offering
them jobs in private airlines.
However, eight others,
including the prime accused,
are still absconding.

ascertained even as the Border
Security Force has ordered an
inquiry into the incident, they
said. It is suspected that the
two jawans, who joined the
paramilitary force in 2012, had
an argument in the morning
after which Ajit allegedly pulled
the trigger, the officials added.
Senior officials of the BSF and
police have reached the spot
and a probe is on, they added.

CNG price in Delhi hiked by Rs 1.70 per kg

NEW DELHI: The price of
CNG has been increased by Rs
1.70 perkgin Delhi and Rs. 1.95
per kg in Noida, Greater Noida
and Ghaziabad. The new
consumer price of Rs. 44.30
per kg in Delhi and Rs 51.25
per kg in Noida, Greater Noida
& Ghaziabad would be
effective from midnight of
September 30. Indraprastha
Gas Limited (IGL) said the
price of CNG has been hiked
following a recent notification
of Government of India
increasing the prices of
domestically produced natural
gas. The price of CNG being
supplied in Rewari has been
increased by Rs 1.80 per kg

from Rs 52.25 per kg to Rs
54.05 per kg. IGL has also
increased prices of domestic
Piped Natural Gas (PNG). The
consumer price of PNG to the
households in Delhi has been
increased by Rs 1.30 per scm
from Rs 28.25 per scm to Rs.
29.55 per scm, while the
applicable price of domestic
PNG to households in Noida,
Greater Noida and Ghaziabad
would be Rs 31.60 per scm,
which has been increased by
Rs 1.50 per scm from existing
Rs 30.10 per scm, an IGL
spokesperson said. In Rewari,
the applicable price of domestic
PNG would now be Rs 31.20
per scm, which has been

increased by Rs 1.30 per scm.
"IGL is supplying PNG to over
6.5 lakh households in Delhi and
over 3 lakh households in
Noida, Greater Noida,
Ghaziabad and Rewari," he
said. "The revision in retail
prices of CNG and domestic
PNG has been effected after
taking into account the overall
impact on the cost, as a result
of the increase in prices of
domestically produced natural
gas notified by the government
and appreciation of the dollar
as compared to rupee since the
last price revision," he said.
"Howeyver, this increase would
have a marginal impact on the
per km running cost of vehicles.

Why dust still fills the air in most of Noida, Ghaziabad

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD:

Swachh Survekshan 2019 is
not far away and Noida will be
participating in it. However, the
city continues to violate
construction norms laid down by
the National Green Tribunal in
one form or the other, leading
to atmospheric pollution.
Though the regional office of
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control
Board (UPPCB) claims that it
had sent notices to Noida
Authority officials in charge of
these areas for violation of
pollution control norms
pertaining to construction,
compliances have not come
about till now. The Noida
Authority, on the other hand,
claims that most of these areas

Ghaziabad Audi accident: Surgeon
booked for fraud in UP’s Rampur

BAREILLY: After ayear and
eight months of the Audi
accident which claimed four
lives in Ghaziabad’s
Indirapuram, Ishaq Ahmad,
who had earlier claimed that an
imposter had used his driving
licence to falsely claim in the
court that he was behind the
wheels of the SUV, has now
lodged a fresh FIR in UP’s
Rampur against four persons,
including the surgeon who
owned the vehicle. They have
been booked for cheating and
forgery. On January 27,2017,
surgeon Manish Rawat’s Audi
Q7 had rammed an auto-
rickshaw in Indirapuram killing
all its four occupants. On

January 31, aman named Ishaq
Ahmad from Hafizganj in
Bareilly informed Ghaziabad
chiefjudicial magistrate that he
was the one driving the killer
SUYV, got bail and disappeared.
However, later when TBC had
contacted Ahmad, he said he is
amini-truck driver and was in
Ahmedabad at the time of the
accident. It was later reported
that Ahmad’s relative, Syed
Imtiyaz  Qadri, had
impersonated him in the court
after using the photocopy of
Ahmad’s driving licence. Qadri
was later arrested by Mumbai
police in a chain-snatching case
while Rawat had got bail from
a court in Ghaziabad.

where constructions are in
progress would be completed
by October. In Ghaziabad too,
despite its sharp climb up the
Swacch rankings from 351 in
2017 to 36 in 2018 among the
4,203 cities that were
surveyed, many pollution-
related issues seem to have
remained unresolved in the past
one year. TBC takes a closer
look at the two cities. Some of
their trouble-spots have been
highlighted by Environment
Protection Control Authority
(EPCA) during its survey of

Noida and Ghaziabad recently
and earmarked for local
authorities to correct them.
Sector 77: The region around
Sector 77 where many projects
are under construction,
continues to be dug up and
remains dust-prone. “There are
many constructions in progress,
including roads. We have sent
multiple complaints to the state
government about pollution
caused due to the ongoing
construction work. We,
however, do not see much
impact on ground,” said Amit
Gupta, a local resident.
National Highway-24: The
EPCA has already pointed out
construction-related violations
by the National Highways

Authority of India. The work
is in progress for a year now.
The mud dug up along the
roads has become a permanent
source of pollution. It has also
been identified by the EPCA
as one of the worst polluted
areas. The district
administration has imposed a
fine of Rs 2.5 lakh on NHAI
for flouting green norms
related to construction. “While
the construction area should be
covered and water sprinkled
regularly, the kuccha parts of
the roadsides all over
Ghaziabad should be planted
with grass to prevent dust
pollution,” said Akash
Vashishtha, a Ghaziabad-based
environmentalist.

Ghaziabad pharma firm produces
spurious polio vaccines, MD held

GHAZIABAD: The
managing director of a
Ghaziabad-based
pharmaceutical company has
been arrested for allegedly
manufacturing spurious polio
vaccines. The accused has
been identified as SP Garg, who
1s the managing director of Bio-
Med Private Limited, which is
located in Kavi Nagar
Industrial area. According to a
complaint by the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO), aprohibited antigen
was found in the polio vaccines
being supplied by the company
under the Union ministry of

health’s universal immunisation
programme. A CDSCO official
said samples of oral polio
vaccine manufactured by the
firm were collected from
Mirzapur and Ghazipur districts
between September 12 and
September 14 over complaints
of adulteration. The samples
were sent to the Central Drugs
Laboratory for testing. The
report, received on September
26, stated that the vaccines
were adulterated and “not of
standard quality” due to the
presence of type Il polio virus.
The official further said that
prior to April 24,2016, polio

vaccines were manufactured
with three strains of polio—1I,
IT and I1I. But after the World
Health Organisation
announced that polio caused
by type II virus has been
completely eradicated from the
world, the health ministry held
a meeting on December 18,
2015 and decided that no
pharmaceutical unit will
manufacture any vaccine
having that strain. Along with
other firms across the country,
Bio-Med was also asked to
stop production of this
particular vaccine and destroy
existing lots.
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GDA finds no pvt partners for IT and medical parks, transport hub

Ghaziabad: The Ghaziabad
Development Authority is likely
to scrap or revisit a number of
projects in the district as it has
failed to give shape to them
under the public—private
partnership (PPP) mode. These
projects include a proposed
cyber hub in Kaushambi,
medical hub in Madhuban
Bapudham, multi-level parking
in Raj Nagar and construction
of a transport nagar and a cattle
colony. GDA vice-chairperson
Kanchan Verma told TBC on
Wednesday that she asked
officials to revisit these projects
after they failed to attract
private parties. “Last year, we
planned a cyber hub in
Kaushambi on PPP mode and

for that we had also earmarked
20,000 sq m of land. However,
so far not a single private party
has shown interest, which
means we will have to revisit
the terms and conditions,” said
Verma. “This goes with many
projects which include a
medical hub in Madhuban
Bapudham and a multi-level
parking in Raj Nagar. So, we
have decided to look afresh on
the efficacy of these projects
and the same has been
mstructed to officials,” the vice-
chairperson added. For the

Nomadic robbers’ gang
busted in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad: The crime branch
on Thursday busted an
interstate gang of robbers,
allegedly involved in several
thefts and robberies on the
outskirts of Ghaziabad,
Haryana and Delhi. Four
members of the gang were
arrested. The accused have
been identified as Akbar, a
resident of Masuri, and Yusuf,
Samshu, and Gunga, all
residents of Meerut. Two of
their accomplices, Naushad
and Mehboob, are absconding.
The gang used to set up tents
along the roadside, and shift
base frequently to avoid

suspicion, cops said. On
Thursday, police got a tip-off
that the gang members were
staying in a tent set up near
Rawali road. A crime branch
team conducted a raid and
arrested the four members.
Recently, the accused had not
only broken into the house of
a labourer working at a
sugarcane crusher unit in
Muradnagar’s Kakada village,
but also gang-raped his 60-
year-old wife. Three of the
arrested accused have
confessed to sexually
assaulting the elderly woman,
police said.

medical hub in Madhuban
Bapudham, GDA had
earmarked 2.3 hectares and
planned to bring all medical
facilities under one roof. For
Transport Nagar, which was
conceived in 2005 and is yet to
make any headway, it had
identified 25 acres of land.
“Cattle Colony was one project
which GDA had planned to take
up on its own and we acted in
a bit of haste because we did
not carry out any survey or held
meetings with dairy owners so
that they could be convinced to
keep their livestock with us,”
said Verma. Verma has also
suggested some changes in
Ghanta Ghar-Bhatia More
elevated road projects and for

that she has hinted at carrying
out fresh survey by the Central
Road research Institute
(CRRI). The problem with the
design of the 2km-long elevated
road is that it is going to be a
four-lane stretch and traffic
coming will have to ascend and
descend to  existing
Thakurdwara flyover which is
two-lane thus leading to snarls.
“We need to create enough
space between two flyovers so
that we could possibly
construct a roundabout to
manage traffic and it could be
only done if the proposed
elevated road is planned at a
little  distance  from
Thakurdwara flyover,” said
Verma.

Mall of India's bin overflows
with Rs 7 lakh in banned notes

NOIDA: Demonetised notes
worth Rs 7 lakh were found
dumped in a dustbin inside a
cubicle of a women’s
washroom in Mall of India on
Wednesday, almost two years
after the government banned
the currencies. A police officer
told TBC that CCTV cameras
had captured a woman carrying
a cloth bag to the washroom
and coming out empty-handed.
The police are yet to identify
the woman. Altogether 15 notes
of 1,000-rupee denomination
and 1,370 notes in old 500-rupee
currency were recovered from
the washroom, located in B

zone of the ground floor. A
cleaner, Sushila, found the notes
lying in a dustbin inside
washroom number 10 and
informed the control room,
which, in turn, alerted the
security division of the mall.
The Sector 20 police station was
informed. Manoj Pant, the SHO
of Sector 20 police station, said
four women can be seen
entering the washroom minutes
before Sushila. “Many women
had entered and left the
washroom. But just before
Sushila enters it, at least four
women can be seen going
inside.

You could board a flight from Gzb in Jan °19

Ghaziabad : The Airports
Authority of India (AAI) has
paved the way for civilian
flights to take off from the
Hindon Air Force base by
January next. It has not only
finalised plans for the Rs 45
crore civil terminal here, but
also subsidised regional flights
whose fares are capped at Rs
2,500 per hour that will operate
from Hindon. The AAI is
planning to shift small private
jets having less than 80 seats,
which currently operate from
IGI Airport, to the new terminal
in Hindon and free up slots in
Delhi for schedule flights. AAI
chairman Guruprasad
Mohapatra had said earlier
Hindon’s civil terminal would

be ready “in maximum six
months”. Flights under the
regional connectivity scheme
(RCS) and small private jets
will operate from here until the
expansion of IGI is completed
by September 2022. “The
terminal building will come up
in an area of 3,500 square
metres. It will be air-
conditioned, pre-engineered or
pre-fabricated structure and
not a porta cabin. The terminal
will have a peak capacity to
handle 300 passengers an hour
(150 departing and as many
arriving),” said Mohapatra.
The terminal will have all
modern facilities like check-in
concourse, security-hold area,
baggage handling system and

commercial outlets. Altogether
42,069 square metres of land
will be taken on lease for the
Hindon terminal. AAI will pay
rentals for 22,628 square
metres for developing the civil
enclave, while the remaining
19,441 square metres will be
used to lay the approach road
and its lease rental will be paid
by UP. The AAI has already
paid Rs 44 lakh as lease rent
to UP for the first year. At
present, major airlines such as
IndiGo, SpicelJet, Jet and Air
India operate RCS flights.
SpiceJet CMD Ajay Singh
said: “UDAN (ude desh ka
aam nagrik) is a grand
scheme.... It has been our
constant endeavour to enable

2

the common man to fly.....
But it was not all that easy to
implement the plan the ministry
of civil aviation had announced
in August last year. The
Ghaziabad administration had
a tall task at hand —
persuading the farmers for
their land for developing the
civic terminal. The farmers of
Sikandarpur village, which was
selected by AAI after
conducting a survey, were
locked in stalemate with the
administration over the lease
rate offered to them. “The
AAL, after conducting the land
survey in November last year,
had earmarked three parcels
of land for developing the
terminal.
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Woman’s partially
burnt body found

Ghaizabad: A 22-year-old
woman was murdered and her
partially bumt body was dumped
by herkillers near a plush housing
society in Raj Nagar Extension
of Ghaziabad. The body was
found on the side of a road near
Brave Hearts Residency on
September 26. Police later
identified the woman as
Meenakshi. On Friday, the cops
received the autopsy report but
have failed to ascertain the cause
of death fromit. An FIR has been
lodged against unknown persons
at Sihani Gate police station under
IPC sections 302 (murder) and
201 (destruction of evidence).

Five of a family
attack cops, held

GHAZIABAD: Five
persons including two women
have been arrested for
assaulting policemen in Vijay
Nagar on Sunday night when
they had gone to a residential
colony following a complaint
of a clash between two
groups. Police said a call was
made to the control room
around 11 pm on Sunday
informing them about a man
creating a ruckus and
damaging vehicles in Bhaurao
Devras Colony in Vijay
Nagar. The caller also
claimed that the man, Rahul
Yadav, had assaulted a
security guard.

The woman’s body was identified
by her sister, Swati, who lives in
Jatwada area with her family,
after police circulated its images
on the social media. At around
10 am on September 26, cops
received information about the
body from one Mohit Chaudhary
(25), a cattle fodder trader. ““I
was travelling for work from my
home in Garhi when [ noticed a
group of people huddled around
something on the road. I went
there to find the crowd pointing
at a partially burnt body on the
road. [ immediately informed the
local police outpost,” Chaudhary
told TBC.

Delhi cop poses as drug inspector
to aid extortion of clinic owner

GHAZIABAD: Six persons,
including a Delhi Police
inspector, have been booked for
allegedly extorting Rs 4.85 lakh
from a Sahibabad-based
‘health clinic’ owner by
pretending as food and drug
inspectors.According to police,
the Delhi policeman posed as a
drug inspector and blackmailed
the clinic owner over his
educational qualifications,
saying it was ‘fake’. The
inspector threatened the
medical practitioner that if he
did not pay him up, he would
be arrested. While four of the
extortionists were arrested on

Friday, the police wrote to their
counterparts in Delhi about the
inspector’s role in the case. The
arrested men have been
1dentified as Ravindra, Pritam
Singh, Kapil and Kamal.
Inspector of Delhi Police, Raj
Kumar, and one Sanjeev are
yet to be arrested. Though the
clinic owner, Mahanand Singh
(42), a resident of Ram Park,
was cheated on September 13,
he reported the matter to
Sahibabad police on September
26. Circle officer, Sahibabad, R
K Mishra said: “The plan to
extort money from Mahanand
was planned by his friend

Over two days, Ghaziabad’s fake hquor factory unravels

GHAZUABAD: A day after
police busted an illegal liquor
manufacturing unit in Tronica
City, three persons were
arrested on Thursday for running
two more similar units in Loni’s
DLF area. The accused have
been identified as Surendra alias
Ompal and Sobha Ram, both
residents of Loni, and Arvind
Singh, a resident of Delhi’s
Karawal Nagar. Surendra’s son
Ravi is absconding at present.
The first unit was being run from
Sobha Ram’s house in Hayat
Colony. Sobha Ram and
Arvind, who were present at
the unit at the time of the raid,
were arrested. Spurious
country-made liquor was being
manufactured at the unit.

Guard shot at during
row, 2 colleagues arrested

GHAZIABAD: Two guards
were arrested after a colleague
of theirs was shot at in
Ghaziabad’s Masuri on
Thursday. The accused have
been identified as Sabir Ali and
Mohammad Miya, both
residents of Rampur district.
Cops said the accused and
Danish, another guard, work at
a meat processing and
packaging factory in Masuri,
MBD Factory, which is closed at
present. Around 8pm on
Thursday night, they were sitting
together when an argument
broke out between the trio over
a petty issue. In a fit of rage,

Sabir shot at Danish from his
licenced gun and fled the spot
with Miya. Danish, who
received bullet injuries on his left
leg, raised an alarm. He was
taken to a government hospital
for treatment and underwent
surgery on his leg. On the basis
of a police complaint filed by
Danish, an FIR was registered
against the two accused under
sections 307 (attempt to
murder), 504 (intentional insult)
and 506 (punishment for criminal
intimidation) of the IPC and
relevant sections of the Arms
Actat Masuri police station, after
which they were arrested.

Around 1,000 litres of
concentrated ethyl alcohol,
around 50 cartons of spurious
liquor, thousands of empty
bottles, wrappers and stickers
of country-made brands and
equipment used in its
production were recovered
from the spot. Police said 1,000
litres of concentrated ethyl
alcohol can be used to
manufacture around 40,000
litres of spurious liquor. During

questioning, Sobha Ram and
Arvind gave details about
another illegal liquor unit in
Loni, this time in Ankur Vihar,
which was being run by
Surendra and Ravi. Police
conducted a raid and nabbed
Surendra. Both country-made
liquor and Indian-made foreign
liquor were being produced at
the illegal unit. A reward of Rs
25,000 has been announced for
Ravi’s arrest by Ghaziabad SSP
Vaibhav Krishna. “The Ankur
Vihar factory had been
producing spurious liquor for the
past six months. Besides running
the illegal factory, Ravi also
obtained licences to operate liquor
shops in Ghaziabad and Delhi,
where he used to sell the liquor.

Ravindra, who lived in the
neighbourhood. Mahanand had
recently sold a piece of land for
Rs 20 lakh and Ravindra knew
about it. He told his friend
Pritam Singh, who was
unemployed for around one
year, about his plans.”
Subsequently, Pritam’s friend
Kapil, a property dealer from
Delhi’s Shahdara, and
inspector Raj Kumar of Delhi
Police were roped in. On the
evening of September 13, Raj
Kumar, posing as a drug
inspector, raided Mahanand’s
home-cum-clinic and ‘seized’
his education certificates.

Cop faces probe
for framing Dalit
family in fake case

GHAZIABAD: The SSP has
ordered an inquiry against a sub-
inspector for allegedly framing a
Dalit family in a false case of
robbery in Loni. The sub-
inspector, Ashok Rathi, was sent
topolice lines pending completion
of the inquiry. SSP Vaibhav
Krishna ordered an inquiry
against Rathi on a complaint by
Loni ML A Nandkishore Gujjar.
Rathi, posted at Loni Border
police station, had allegedly
framed the family of Ramesh
Chand, who works in a bus
depot. Chand lives with his family
in Chaudhary Charan Singh
colony of Loni.

Inter-state burglary gang busted, 4 held

GHAZIABAD: The crime
branch on Thursday busted an
inter-state nomadic gang which
was allegedly involved in several
thefts and robberies on the
outskirts of Ghaziabad, Haryana
and Delhi. Four members of the
gang have been arrested. The
accused have been identified as
Akbar, a resident of Masuri,
Yusuf, Samshu, and Gunga, all
residents of Meerut. Two of
their accomplices, Naushad and
Mehboob, are absconding. The
gang belongs to anomadic tribe
and used to set up tents along
the roadside, shifting its base
frequently to avoid suspicion,
police said. On Thursday, police
got a tip-off that the gang

members were staying in a tent
setup near Rawali road. A crime
branch team conducted a raid
and arrested four persons. The
accused had broken into the
house of a labourer working at
a sugarcane crusher unit in
Muradnagar on September 5 and
robbed him of Rs one lakh and
jewellery. They also gang-raped
his 60-year-old wife. Three of
the arrested accused have
confessed to sexually
assaulting the elderly woman,
police said. Talking about the
gang’s modus operandi, SSP
Vaibhav Krishna said, “The
gang members always targeted
secluded houses located on the
outskirts of the city. They

chose people from the lower
strata of the society, as they
believed that victims from this
category seldom come forward
to report cases with police.”
During interrogation, the
accused revealed that they
would set up tents within the
radius of 10-12km of their
targets. One of them would
pose as a cowherd and conduct
a reccee of the area. “They
always targeted their victims
during the night hours and
avoided wearing even slippers
during the attack. They used to
thrash their victims and tie them
up before conducting the
robbery and fleeing with
valuables,” the SSP added.
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