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Four doctors sent notices for
not attending to patients

GHAZIABAD: The chief
medical officer (CMO) has
issued notices to four doctors
deputed at the primary and
community health centres across
the city. The move came aftera
surprise inspection conducted last
month. “In July, a surprise
inspection was conducted by
officials from the Lucknow health
department to check Covid-19
preparednes. They had received
several complaints from patients,
in which they had alleged that
doctors at the PHCs and CHCs
in Dasna, Muradnagar, Loni
were not attending to patients.
Also, records showed thatnota
single operation of performed

during thatperiod,” said an official
from the health department. “The
inspecting team had asked the
CMO to take action against four
erring doctors, but in vain.
Following this, the inspecting
team had submitted the report to
the state government. On fresh
direction from the government,
the CMO issued showcause
notices to the doctors on
Saturday,” added the official.
Meanwhile, in areview meeting
held at the Integrated Control
Command Centre at Noida’s
Sector 59 on Saturday, DM
Suhas LY issued directions to the
officials from the administration
and the health department.
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EDITORIAL

Inevitable collapse: on

steepest contraction of GDP

The inevitable has happened. India’s GDP suffered its steepest
contraction onrecord in the April-June quarter, as output shrank
23.9% from a year earlier, provisional data show. It is evident
that the stringent COVID-19 lockdowns in force through the
first third of the quarter, and substantially in May, hollowed out
demand. Private consumption spending, which accounts for
almost 60% of GDP, contracted 26.7% as consumers abjured
almost all discretionary spending. And exports, which contribute
to a fifth of GDP and reflect overseas demand for Indian
goods and services, shrank by nearly 20%. Investment activity
was the worst-hit, collapsing 47% and shrinking in share of
GDP to about 22% from 32% a year earlier as larger
businesses conserved cash and refrained from any capital
spending in the face of uncertainty, and smaller firms prioritised
survival. Across the real economy, every single industry and
services sector shrank with the solitary exception of agriculture,
which grew 3.4% and outpaced the year earlier quarter’s 3%
expansion. Construction suffered the most, plunging 50%,
followed by the omnibus services category — trade, hotels,
communication, transport and broadcasting — which shrank
47%, hit by the pandemic-linked restrictions. Manufacturing
too took a severe beating, contracting 39% as demand for
products deemed non-essential evaporated, and factories, even
after reopening, struggled to run amid shortages of labour and
added safety norms.

It was left to the government to keep the bottom from falling
outon demand as the Centre’s pandemic mitigation expenditure
helped expand its consumption spending by 16.4% year-on-
year and softened the overall blow to GDP. However, with
the fiscal deficit already having exceeded the full-year’s
budgeted target in just the first four months, and revenue receipts
impacted by the economic contraction, the government is
unlikely to maintain a similar trend in expenditure growth over
the next three quarters. Unless, of course, it is prepared to
forsake its vaunted fiscal conservatism and finds innovative
ways to mobilise resources. The still rising trajectory of new
COVID-19 infections and a high level of job losses and income
erosion are also sure to retard any recovery in momentum. If
the latest survey-based data from IHS Markit show
manufacturing PMI for August signalling growth for the first
time in five months, the same researcher’s findings also stress
that “job shedding continues at a strong rate” in the industry.
Equally significantly, the output numbers which are expected
to undergo revision given the acknowledged difficulties in
collecting data, do not capture a swathe of informal sector
activity that was severely impacted. Agriculture too faces
headwinds in the form of higher-than-ideal rainfall in August
in several key crop growing regions in western and central
India and with the impact of recent farm market ordinances
yet to play out, it may be a while before the end of the tunnel
is sighted. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Gautam Buddha University debars staff from
entering admin block, complainants decry move

GREATER NOIDA: After its
staffhas been rocked by multiple
allegations of sexual harassment,
the Gautam Buddha University
(GBU) on Monday issued a
notice asking all its teaching and
non-teaching staff not to enter
the premises of the
administrative block. The notice
in possession with TBC states
that for safety from Corona
virus, all the staff from the
teaching and non-teaching
section are requested that apart
from those working in the
administrative block, any other
person should not enter the
building without permission from
a suitable officer. There is no

Tenders floated for
Sector 15 metro
station skywalk

NOIDA: Tenders for a
skywalk to connect the Sector
15 metro station to an
intersection nearby have been
floated. Once ready, the
skywalk will help pedestrians
cross over the busy
intersection. The intersection
has the Udyog Marg crossing
through the main Dadri road
and is located close to the
metro station exit. This is the
first major intersection for
commuters heading to Noida
from Ashok Nagar in Delhi. At
present, commuters have no
option but to cross the busy
stretch by interrupting
vehicular movement.

case of Covid that has come
from the university staff so far.
“Those wanting to visit the
admission, exam, chief'warden,
chiefproctor office, etc can talk
to the staffer posted on the
reception and enter only after
that. All the incharges including
the deans, HODs, custodians
and incharges of the other
departments won’t be
debarred,” it reads. However,
the complainant in one of the
sexual harassment case and the
staff officer for the vice
chancellor who was suspended
over “forged document” issue
told TBC that the move was
meant to restrict theirmovement.

RWAs can’t impose
specific internet
provider on residents

GNOIDA: Private developers,
residents’ welfare associations,
apartment owners’ associations
as well as private cooperative
housing societies in Noida and
Greater Noida cannot force
residents to opt for a certain
broadband or internet provider,
ordered the district magistrate
on Saturday. Issuing a binding
order for all stakeholders, DM
Suhas LY directed private
bodies, associations and
developers to take note of the
Competition Act. Many
residents staying in apartments
in Noida Extension had raised
the issue of internet connectivity.

Control room team Kkeeps
tabs on 111 in home isolation

Noida: The district has seen
769 Covid patients in home
isolation since July 26 when it
started in Gautam Budh
Nagar. Of them, 111 are
currently active and in home
isolation. Ten patients were
shifted to hospitals since they
needed advanced care and so
far, 648 people have
recovered. A team of trained
operators and 10 doctors has
been monitoring those at
home through 24x7 tele-
consultations twice daily.
Each patient is being tracked
for at least 10 days from the
Home Isolation Cell (HIC)

Fresh fish business scheme finds 60 takers

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: The
fisheries department in both
districts have got about 60
applications from people who
are interested in conducting
fresh fish business. In a few
months, four fish vending
vehicles are likely to get
launched in Ghaziabad and two
have been planned for Noida.
The department had floated
multiple schemes last month in
an attempt to boost the
production of carp fish under
the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana. Since then,
33 people in Noida and 27 in
Ghaziabad have applied for the
schemes. The applicants have
shown interest in developing
ponds on the outskirts of the

SSPHPGTI writes to govt,
seeks non-Covid status

NOIDA: The Super
Speciality Paediatric Hospital
and Post Graduate Teaching
Institute (SSPHPGTI) in
Sector 30 has written to the
state government with a
request to make the hospital
a non-Covid faciltiy since a
Covid hospital opened at
Sector 39 earlier this month.
The hospital has sought to
treat patients at the
paediatrics, haematology and
oncology  department.
Currently, patients requiring
special care are being
provided with day care
treatment only since the
hospital became an L2 facility.

As against 500-600 patients
daily earlier at the general
OPD and 15-bed emergency
and ICU units, including IPD
and NICU, the hospital gets
30-40 patients daily at the
OPD currently. No new
admissions or surgeries are
being conducted now. While
only one, 10-day-old child with
Covid is at the hospital now,
three other kids are in
isolation. The hospital that has
treated 440 Covid patients so
far, including 100 children, will
continue to conduct RT-PCR
and TrueNat tests. It does
about 1,700 Covid-19 tests per
day.

cities for fish farming and
supplying the catch through
vehicles with ice boxes. “For
the first time, we have
introduced the concept of live
fish vending. Subsidy ranging
between Rs 8 lakh and Rs 12
lakh will be offered to
entrepreneurs who want to sell
fish through modified
commercial vehicles. Six
people are interested in selling
fresh fish in the two districts,”
said assistant director of the
department, Ajay Kumar
Bana. The vehicles would be
designed to hold at least 100kg
of fish each in a tank. A
refrigerating unit to control the
temperature of the tank would
be fitted to the vehicle and

ISIS News: Security
checks intensified in
Noida after ISIS
operative held in Delhi

NOIDA: Security checks
have been intensified along
the Delhi border in Uttar
Pradesh's Noida in the wake
of an alleged ISIS operative
being arrested in the national
capital with explosives, police
said on Saturday. Vehicles
and passengers moving to and
fro Delhi are being checked
at the border, while Gautam
Buddh Nagar district is also
on alert mode, Noida deputy
commissioner of police
Rajesh S said. Senior police
officers also assessed security
checks in the district
bordering Delhi.

there will be provision for
oxygen circulation. After
compiling the responses from
across the 75 districts in the
state, the Lucknow-based
headquarters of the fisheries
department will hold talks with
commercial vehicle
manufacturers for the
specially-designed vehicles.
The officials would also get in
touch with manufacturers for
developing storage tanks with
refrigerating unit. The total cost
per vehicle would be kept
under Rs 20 lakh, out of which
the department will provide
40%-60% of subsidy (it will
vary in case of SC/ST and
female applicants), officials
said.

under the HCL-managed
Integrated Covid Command
Control Room in Sector 59. A
patient’s health parameters,
like oxygen saturation level
and temperature, are noted
regularly. If a person needs
hospitalisation, then,
assistance is provided by the
call centre. Patients who are
allowed home isolation are
identified by rapid response
teams managed by the district
surveillance department from
testing camps in the district
and community health centres
in rural areas and Covid
hospitals.

GNIDA sees red as
Ghaziabad flats dump
waste in green belt

GNOIDA: Over the past
fortnight, officials of the
GNIDA have seized six
tractor-trolleys which were
illegally dumping waste in its
green belt. The drivers and
cleaners of these vehicles
disclosed the names of certain
high-rise apartments located
within Crossings Republik
township in neighbouring
Ghaziabad from where the
garbage was collected for
disposal. GNIDA has now
written to the Ghaziabad GDA
providing details of the
buildings from where the
garbage was collected and has
asked it to take action.

After slowing down, Covid
cases in Noida rising again

NOIDA: The district has seen
a steady rise in the number of
daily Covid cases despite the
scale of testing remaining the
same over the past one week.
The number of cases in the first
two weeks of this month was
515 and 536, respectively.
However, in the third week, it
rose to 679. At 138, Tuesday
registered the highest number
of Covid cases that Noida has
seen in a day this month.
Officials in the health
department, who are already
gearing up for a second wave,
said they were planning to
strengthen door-to-door survey
and mount surveillance on

commercial establishments and
industrial units where migrant
workers are returning. After
being accused of not conducting
enough tests through June, the
Covid response team of Noida
scaled up sampling the next
month with rapid antigen kits
sourced from the state
government. As results with
these kits were available within
minutes, the number of cases
shot up since a higher number
of tests was being conducted.
The situation, however, started
stabilising after July 20. Since
then, Tuesday was the first time
in six weeks when close to 140
cases were reported in Noida.
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UP scraps passes for Delhi-NCR rides, but cops to check Setu app

NOIDA: Commuters between
Delhi and Noida-Ghaziabad no
longer need to show passes to
cross the border, a rule that had
been in place for the past three
months and led to severe
inconvenience among those
who needed to travel between
the cities regularly. A green
status on the Aarogya Setu will
be enough to allow entry into
the UP cities from Delhi. The
move follows a UP government
directive doing away with every
restriction on movement of
people and goods across state
borders. The state order is in
line with a central government
directive a few days earlier.
Officials, however, clarified that

the restrictions on movement
would resume on the two days
of weekend lockdown in UP.
Noida district magistrate Suhas
LY confirmed that anybody
wanting to enter the UP city
must have a green status on the
Setu app. “The state
government had issued a
notification after the central
government’s directive. We are
following just that. Movement
(along the border) will be
restricted during the weekend.
On weekdays, normal checks
on social distancing norms,
Aarogya Setu app, etc. will be
carried out,” the DM said. The
DM said the requirement of a
travel permit or a pass to enter

By 2023, take a metro from Greater
Noida to Botanical Garden

NOIDA: The route for the
crucial second arm of the Aqua
Line that will connect it directly
with Delhi Metro at Botanical
Garden has been finalised by
the NMRC. The 11.5km
section will branch out from the
existing Sector 142 station on
the expressway and run straight
to Botanical Garden, where it
will have an interchange with
the Blue and Magenta lines.
The line will significantly cut
travel time between Greater
Noida and the Noida
Expressway sectors and Delhi
because the Aqua Line
currently takes a detour and
terminates at Sector 51 where
passengers have to get off and
walk to the Blue Line to catch

another metro to Botanical
Garden. The new line will also
ease travel to IGI’s domestic
airport for residents of Greater
Noida and the expressway
sectors because they can travel
between their home station and
the airport without having to
leave the metro system and by
changing trains just once
(Magenta, at Botanical). Aqua
Line currently has no interface
with Delhi Metro, affecting
both its viability and ridership,
which is why the need for this
line was felt so strongly. The
detailed project report , which
the NMRC has finalized, will
now be vetted by its board
before being sent to the Centre
for approval.

Noida had been done away
with a few days ago. “The
administration has not been
issuing permits for quite some
time,” he added. The easing
of restrictions was visible on
the ground. The number of
cops at the border checkposts
has dropped to just two-four
from as many as 10-12 even
a few weeks ago. Barricades
are there, but no one is being
asked for passes. Commuters
agreed they are hardly being
subjected to any stringent
checks at the border now.
Brajesh Sharma, a senior
executive working with a
public enterprise, said, “There
is little checking happening

now while entering Noida
from Delhi. However, the
police have opened just three
lanes. It would have been
better had they opened more
lanes.” Restrictions on
movement across the borders
with Delhi were a contentious
issue and had even knocked
the Supreme Court’s doors.
The apex court had on June 4
directed officials in Delhi,
Haryana and UP to convene
ameeting and try to come up
with “one policy, one path and
one portal” for smoother
movement of people and
goods. Noida and Ghaziabad
had cited rising cases in Delhi
for imposing the restrictions.

Family of 3 kids sits outside collectorate in
protest against admin inaction, DM orders probe

NOIDA: It was an unusual
sight at the collectorate office
when a family of five including
the sexagenarian father of a
Mubarakpur resident along
with his three small kids sat
at a dharna with the man
crying against the inaction of
the administrative officials and
Noida police officers despite
multiple complaints in the
alleged case of illegal
occupation of his property.
The man identified as Pratap
alleged that some of his
neighbours were trying to
illegally acquire his 50 yard
plot purchased in 2018 and a
group of the accused led by
some womenfolk resort to
assault on him and his family.

Pratap who went to the office
of the district collectorate
along with his father and three
kids aged between two and
four, sat outside the office and
broke down alleging that there
was no action despite multiple
complaints and rounds of
different administrative and
police officers. He alleged
that he had bought a 50-yard
plot in 2018 and it has been
duly registered in his name.
However, a group of his
neighbours have allegedly
taken possession of his plot
and they have been resorting
to assault on him and his
family. Pratap alleged that the
accused were local
strongmen.

UP: Quarantine rules eased for inbound travellers

GHAZIABAD: In a major
relief for those coming from
abroad, the Uttar Pradesh
government on Wednesday
announced relaxation in rules.
Now, all international
travellers, who don't have any
Covid-19 symptoms and are
returning to the state, will have
the option of uploading their
negative RT-PCR report on the
New Delhi airport website and
avoid the seven-day
mandatory institutional
quarantine. Such persons
would, however, need to
remain in home quarantine for
seven days. Till now, all
international travellers had to
mandatorily undergo 14-day
quarantine — seven days in

institutional or paid quarantine
and another seven at home.
The rules have also been
changed for domiciles
travelling from UP to other
states for the purpose of work
for up to five days. “People
found to be symptomatic will
have to stay in home isolation
and undergo Covid-19 testing
as per protocol. If found
positive, they will have to be
admitted to the hospital,”
additional chief secretary,
health and family welfare,
Amit Mohan Prasad, said,
adding that the new guidelines
were adopted following
changes in the Union health
ministry rules. For travellers
returning to India who want to

present a negative Covid
report, the RT-PCR test must
be held not more than 96 hours
before the start of the journey.
The report and the e-
declaration can be posted on
www.newdelhiairport.in 72
hours prior to the journey.
Prasad said there are
exemptions for some
international travellers, including
pregnant women, those who
have come because of a death
in the family, those suffering
with serious medical conditions
and people whose children are
below 10 years of age. If they
don’t have a Covid-negative
report, travellers in these
categories can undergo 14-day
home quarantine instead of

institutional or paid quarantine.
However, in case of any false
information or anomaly, the
person will be liable to
prosecution, said Ghaziabad
chief medical officer NK
Gupta. Those who are not in
exempted categories or haven’t
produced a negative report,
however, will have to follow the
previous protocol. “Any
symptomatic person will be
isolated immediately and tested
as per ICMR-recommended
methods for Covid-19 upon
arrival. Also, anyone under
quarantine will have to
immediately report to the district
CMO in case they develop any
kind of symptoms,” Prasad
said.
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Crossings Republik

SCHOOL WITH A
MOM'S HEAKRT |

all yours...

Admission Open for Session 2020-2021 | Classes Pre- Nursery, Nursery, K.G, | & I
Under the aegis of Gurukul Education Society running Gurukul-The School NH-24, Ghaziabad with

t-..lfr

7 School Award

Plot No EF - 7 & 8/E, Crossings Republik, Ghaziabad | Helpline No.
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RITISH

‘, | International Exchange Programme
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- |

With

Ranked amongst top 10 schools
of Ghaziabad by Times of India,

Hindustan Times, Education World | Faith Foundation, UK. 7
for 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015. 5

: +91-7533009092 | www.qurukultheschool.com

Dutstanding Award h\f‘l‘ll] Blair

3 Award for
GO

Tofrmmy Tl
Best Infrastructure & Facility
provided to students, parents & visibers
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