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Ghaziabad to get its first electric
crematorium in February

GHAZIABAD: The city will
getits first electric crematorium
February. To be set up along
the banks of Hindon, the
crematorium is expected to be
one more step towards curbing
the high pollution levels,
especially in winter. According
to an official of Ghaziabad
Development Authority, nearly
90% work is complete and the
machines will be installed within
a fortnight. “We have spent Rs
70 lakh on the infrastructure
and Rs 49 lakh will be spent on
the machines, which will be
installed in 15 days,” said Ajay
Singh, executive engineer,
GDA. Owing to immense air
pollution that traditional
cremation causes, the district
magistrate in December had

written to GDA to expedite the
work for electric crematorium.
“Even the NGT in 2016 had
asked various municipalities to
switch over to electric

9

crematorium,” said Singh.
Acharya Prince, who oversees
cremations at Hindon ghat says
that on an average, nearly 15
cremations are done in
traditional way every day in the
city. “Sometimes we have 30
cremations in a day. Cremations
in traditional method consumes
atleast 500 kg of woods to light

one pyre.
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A budget for

Bharat and India

For the first time, an accounting professional (a merit ranked
chartered accountant) presented a budget which balanced
the needs of an election-bound government and an economy
wanting to grow at a faster pace for better inclusion. It is a
budget which boosts consumption through support to farmers
and the rural economy, by providing direct income transfer,
to middle-class taxpayers through tax rebates and to
entrepreneurs through ease of doing business. More
importantly, the path of fiscal prudence is not missed while
creating a growth momentum for the economy. The budget
comes against the background of pioneering work done to
make India more healthy through Swachh Bharat and
Ayushman Bharat missions. Most of the places I visited in
the last few years have seen a remarkable improvement in
cleanliness. Work has also been done to make India more
tax compliant. Our tax to GDP ratio for the bulk of our history
was comparable to poor African nations. Through the launch
of progressive taxation like GST and disruptive reform like
demonetisation, the tax base has been expanded by more
than 60 per cent in the last five years.

With the promulgation of insolvency laws, bankers have the
authority to discipline big borrowers and recover their dues.
Indians invest a large part of their savings in gold. This results
in foreign exchange reserves being spent on the import of
gold. India is like a patient who wants to improve her health
but is donating blood rather than receiving a blood transfusion.
Our import of gold is far more than the net foreign direct
investment received in the last 17 years. This is despite the
fact that in the last few years, India has become the largest
FDI recipient in the world, overtaking China. The launch of
gold bonds and the improvement in tax compliance have led
to an increase in financial savings. Much has been done to
tame the Mahisasur of the economy inflation. Through fiscal
and monetary discipline, inflation has been brought down
from double digits to low single digits. Inflation is a silent
killer. It hurts the poor most.

The budget introduced the path-breaking provision of an
income transfer of Rs 6,000 per year to 12 crore rural
families. This will transfer Rs 75,000 crore to poor farmers
every year. This, along with the increase in minimum support
prices and the MGNREGA allocation, will support rural
consumption. Lower-middle class taxpayers will have more
disposable income because of the tax rebate for income up
to Rs 5 lakh and the relaxation on capital gains with respect
to investment in a second property. They will also benefit
from the relaxation of tax on notional rental income of a
second self-occupied property. The debt market, while taking
comfort from the path of fiscal prudence, will keep a watch
on RBI policy in the next week. It will be interesting to see
ifthe RBI gives an actual policy rate cut or guidance to rate
cuts in the future to support the growth momentum. The
equity market will focus on Q4 business momentum and
election results to chart out its next moves.

The budget, which meets the aspirations of Bharat and India,
also comes up to the expectations of the global rating agencies
as well as foreign investors by supporting growth with a
firm grip on fiscal discipline.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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After Pune and Noida, Gurugram 18-year-old rapes
wants to try out tyre Killers

GURUGRAM: Tyre killers
will be installed at some
underpasses in the city to
tackle wrong-side driving,
which has led to several fatal
accidents in the past. The
project has been initiated by
DLF, and the metal strips will
be installed in Golf Course
underpasses within three
months after receiving the
approval of Haryana Shahari
Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP).
Pune was the first city in
India to install tyre killers on
a housing society road but
the strip had to be removed
after police objected to the
project, terming it dangerous.
Similarly, Noida installed tyre
killers in sectors 76 and 77

earlier this month, but the
move was also criticized, and
later miscreants damaged the
devices within a day of being
installed. The strips, which
have spikes pointed away
from the flow of vehicles,
puncture the tyres if a vehicle
comes from the wrong
direction. DLF has written to
HSVP seeking permission to
install tyre rippers (or killers)
at different locations in the
underpasses on Golf Course
Road. “Some commuters
who travel along this road
resort to wrong-side driving.
Due to  wrong-side
movement of vehicles,
accidents happen very
frequently.

minor, arrested

NOIDA: A four-year-old girl
was allegedly raped by an 18-
year-old man in GNoida on
Wednesday morning. The
accused, Mohan, sexually
assaulted the girl around 11am
when she was playing on the
terrace of his home. He was
arrested after the girl’s medical
examination confirmed rape.
Rabupura SHO told TBC that
the child would often play at the
terrace of Mohan’shome. Heisan
acquaintance to her family, police
said.“Boththesurvivor’shomeand
hishouseare located ata fewmetres
away from each other. AnFIR has
been lodged against Mohanunder
Section 376 of IPC and under
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act.

UP farmers call off protest, but vow to
return to DND if demands not met

NOIDA: Farmers from six
districts of western Uttar
Pradesh, seeking enhanced
compensation for their land
acquired before 2013, agreed
to temporarily withdraw their
protest on DND flyway on
Saturday evening. The
breakthrough came after the
district magistrate gave them
a written assurance to
facilitate a meeting with chief
minister Yogi Adityanath. The
farmers, who were camping
on one side of the DND
flyway with tractors, tents,
food, etc, insisted that they
would not leave the spot
despite repeated negotiations
with the district magistrate and

Noida hands over upkeep of

senior police officers. As many
as 10 SHOs, 10 police
companies—five each from
both Noida and Delhi Police—
DM, SSP, SP (crime), city
magistrate, SP (traffic) and
over 200 police officers
reached the spot to ensure that
the farmers don't march to the
PMO. Delhi Police had lined
up ahead of the toll in the Delhi
area with tear gas and bomb
disposal squads on their toes.
In a symbolic protest, the
farmers raised their hands tied
with bands, stating that the
administration wanted to
“suppress” their protest and
arrest them. After many
negotiations, the farmers

parks in five sectors to RWAs

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
has permitted the RWAs of
five sectors to carry out
horticulture work in their
respective areas from next
month. The RWAs of sectors
19, 20, 35, 39 and 108 will
maintain parks and green belts,
and execute all such work like
planting and pruning of trees
and watering them that were
carried out by private
contractors hired by the
Authority till now. The
delegation of horticulture work

to five RWAs comes just two
days after residents’
associations of sectors 47, 49,
52 and 66 were given
permission to execute sanitation
work by Noida Authority. The
decision to allot horticulture and
sanitation work to the RWAs
follows repeated complaints by
the residents about the poor
services by contractors. “We
are still working out the costs.
“However, we are yet to
receive the cost details from the
Noida Authority.

agreed to leave the spot by 3
pm, but only after the DM
agreed to hand over a written
document signed by himselfto
get meetings arranged
between farmers and the chief
minister as well as Yamuna
Authority. They also sought a
CBI probe into the land
acquisitions that took place
between 2008 and 2012 during
the BSP rule. They questioned
the land acquistion in
Ghaziabad’s Kachaira village
for the hi-tech city project, the
one at Mandola village for a
housing project, land acquired
invillages in Yamuna Authority
area and for the Gail India
pipeline project in Bihar.

2 builders held for not
paying labour cess,
RERA dues

NOIDA: Directors of two
private real estate firms were
arrested on Thursday for non-
payment of nearly Rs 4 crore
of labour cess dues and those
towards the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA),
the Gautam Buddh Nagar
administration said. The
directors of IVR Prime IT Sez
firm and PME Power Solution
India were arrested in the
afternoon by revenue officials
in Dadri and Sadar tehsils of
the district, the administration
said.
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Two killed, three injured in Agra-
Lucknow expressway accident

AGRA: In aroad accident on
early Sunday morning on Agra-
Lucknow expressway, BJP
state general secretary Subrata
Pathak’s father and uncle were
killed and three other relatives
were injured. The accident
occurred at around 3.20am
near milestone 192, Faguha
Bhataa village of Tirwa police
Jurisdiction, Kannauj district. In
the accident, Subrata’s father
Omprakash Pathak (65), and
his uncle Mahesh Chandra (59)
were killed. Mahesh hailed
from Kakadev area of
Kanpur. After the accident,
UP 100 and ambulance rushed

Ahmedabad cops get
average of 300 cyber
fraud cases a month

AHMEDABAD: Since
demonetization was announced
in November 2016, a huge
number of people had to adopt
digital transactions overnight
without awareness of
associated traps and pitfalls.
Online fraudsters are making
the most of this opportunity
and allegedly online frauds
have shot up with the boom
in online payment adoption.
The cyber cell of the city
police, which has recently
been granted the status of an
independent police station, has
been receiving 300
applications on an average per
month to probe online
monetary frauds.

to rescue the victims and took
them to the hospital. The
deceased bodies were sent for
autopsy in government
hospital, while the injured
identified as Ashok Kumar,
Abha Tiwari and Jaishankar
were admitted for medical
treatment. Informed about the
accident, district magistrate of
Kannauj Ravinder Kumar and
superintendent of police
Amrendra Prasad Singh went
to the hospital and met the
victim’s relatives and assured
every possible help. “The
accident occurred due to dense
fog.

SHO arrested for taking
Rs 8 lakh bribe was former
top cop’s PR man

NOIDA: Inspector Manoj
Pant, who was caught red-
handed inside Sector 20 police
station on Wednesday
accepting Rs 8 lakh bribe from
a call centre owner after
striking a deal to remove the
latter’s name from an FIR, has
had a chequered career with
Uttar Pradesh Police. A 2000-
batch Uttar Pradesh Police
Services officer, Pant has seen
both highs and lows in the 18
years he has been a cop. Till
only a year ago, he was former
Gautam Budh Nagar SSP
Ajaypal Sharma’s public
relations officer.

Wall collapses at RPF
barracks, two cops injured

GHAZIABAD: Two head
constables of Railway
Protection Force (RPF) were
injured when a wall collapsed at
the RPF’s barracks in Kotegaon
on Saturday. The injured
officials were sitting on a bench
outside the barracks when the
second floor wall, which isunder
construction, collapsed on them.
The injured officers, Satendra
Singh (52) and Yashvir Singh
(54), residents of Meerut, were
admitted to a private hospital and
the doctors have said that they
need to be kept under
observation for some days as

This gang stole 300 transformers in 3 years, 10 held

GHAZIABAD: Ten members
of a gang, which had stolen
more than 300 transformers in
the past three years, were
arrested in the city on Sunday.
The accused included two
scrap dealers. Police have
recovered transformers and
their spare parts made of
copper and aluminium, LT &
HT cables worth over Rs 10
lakh, besides country-made
pistols, live cartridges and a few
vehicles from them. The
accused have more than 24
cases registered against them
in Ghaziabad, Noida and the
adjoining districts. Their
accomplices are still
absconding. The accused have
been identified as Aamir,

Student among three who
killed transgender

GHAZIABAD: Three
persons, including a polytechnic
student, were arrested on
Friday for allegedly killing a 35-
year-old transgender on the
night of January 29 in
Muradnagar. Police said a
month ago, the victim, Shabana
alias Shamshad, had publicly
humiliated the main accused
Himanshu for inappropriately
touching her in an auto-
rickshaw. Himanshu had
subsequently followed Shabana
to her rented accommodation in
Dagar colony of Muradnagar
and allegedly hatched a plan to
take revenge. He roped in two
of his friends, Pradeep Kumar

and Keshav Thakur, to execute
the murder. On Wednesday
morning, police had found
Shabana’s body lying inside her
house. Preliminary probe
indicated that she was attacked
with a blunt object, but further
investigation and autopsy report
revealed that Shabana was shot
with a country-made pistol. SP
(rural) Arvind Kumar Maurya
said, “The investigation
revealed that after Himanshu,
who is in the third year of
polytechnic course, was
publicly humiliated and even
beaten up by Shabana, he
followed her and foundout the
area where she lived.

Ashraf, Suwalin, Aadil,
Farman, Parvez, Kurban and
Danish, all residents of
Bulandshahr, Akil, a resident of
Gautam Budh Nagar and
Ikram, a resident of Hapur.
The three accomplices who
are on the run are Shahzad, a
resident of Hapur, Yunus, a
scrap dealer and a resident of
Ghaziabad, and Nazakat, a
resident of Gautam Budh
Nagar. SP (rural) Arvind
Kumar Maurya said the
accused had a long criminal
history and was involved in
such thefts for the past several
years and the police
department was mulling
imposing the National Security
Act on them. He added that

SHO sent to 14-
day jail, cops may
search his house

Greater Noida: An anti-
corruption court in Meerut
has sent SHO Manoj Pant
and three local reporters,
arrested for taking Rs 8 lakh
to alter an FIR against a call
centre owner, to 14-day
judicial custody. Police said
they have suspended the
SHO and also applied for a
warrant to search his house.
Noida, said the four accused
were booked under sections
7, 8 and 13 (d) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
Section 384 (extortion) of
IPC and Section 30 of the
Arms Act.

the gang targeted areas on the
outskirts of the main city to
avoid detection by residents
and police. “They would gather
at a place and using cutters,
would disrupt the power
supply and defuse the
transformer and then remove
it from its place. Before
fleeing the spot, they would
empty the transformer oil at
the spot to lessen the weight
of the machine. Copper and
aluminium parts inside the
transformers fetch a good
price in the black market,” the
SP added. The police said the
gang leader was Kurban, who
was not only involved in
stealing the transformers but
also ran a scrap shop.

they have received serious
injuries. “The contractor has
used poor quality material to
construct the wall,” said an RPF
official. A scooter parked at the
spot was also damaged. Shiv
Bhusan Dixit, sub-inspector,
Kotegaon told TBC that the 50-
metre wall fell around 11am
when the both head constables
were sitting on a bench close to
the building. “The wall was
constructed a few days ago, but
it seems the beam, required to
support the wall during
construction, was not installed by
the contractor,” he added.

House collapses after
fire; woman dead

GHAZIABAD : A 35-year-
old woman died and seven
people were injured after a
building caught fire and
collapsed in Uttar Pradesh's
Ghaziabad district, police said.
The fire broke out in a bakery
on the ground floor of the
three-storey house at Ikram
Nagar Colony in Loni town on
the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday, the
police said. Two gas cylinders
exploded one by one,
following which the roof of
the house came down. Apart
from fire fighters, a team of
the National Disaster
Response Force was also
pressed into service at 3.15
am, an officer said.

Delhi Metro’s Phase-1V gets
no funds as nod awaited

NEW DELHI: Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
received a grant of only Rs
414.7 crore for two of its
ongoing projects — extension
of corridors in Noida (Sector
32 to Electronic City) and
Ghaziabad (Dilshad Garden
to New Bus Adda) — in the
interim budget for 2019-20.
Senior DMRC officials said
this is apart from the total
funds allocated for all metro
projects in the country, which
i1sRs 17,713.9 crore. In last
year’s budget too, there was
no separate allocation for
DMRC and a grant of only
Rs 50 crore was made. The

quantum of funds to be
disbursed to DMRC from
the consolidated fund will
depend on the approval of the
Phase-IV project, a source
said. “We are satisfied with
the grant received as it is
what we had requested for.
The revised estimates will be
sent to the Centre in the
following months. We didn’t
request for any funds for
Phase-IV as it is yet to be
sanctioned by the Centre. As
soon as we get the nod for
the project, we will request
for funds from the
consolidated allocation,” a
senior official said.
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UP chief secretary sets ball rolling for international cricket stadium in GZB

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar
Pradesh chief secretary Anup
Chandra Pandey on
Wednesday convened a
meeting of GDA officials and
UP Cricket Association in
Lucknow over upcoming
international cricket stadium in
Ghaziabad’s Raj Nagar
Extension area. The GDA and
UPCA for long had locked
horns over issues of latter’s
demand of increased Floor
Area Ratio(FAR) and
exemption from acquisition
fee. As per a GDA official
who was present in the
meeting, the chief secretary
has agreed to UPCA’s demand
which will pave way for early

resumption of work on the
proposed stadium. “The chief
secretary has given a go ahead
for land use change from
agricultural to commercial on
10 acres of land out of total 33
acres of land where stadium
will come up,” said Ishtiyaque
Ahmed, Chief Architect and
Town Planner, GDA. “The
UPCA on 10 acres of land
where is proposes to construct
club and shops will be brought
under commercial land use
where the FAR is 2.5 while in
remaining 23 acres where
stadium will come up the FAR
will be 0.4, added Ahmed. On
the issue of acquisition fee
Pandey has given in principle

Woman trying to save kids dies in blaze

GHAZIABAD: A 32-year-old
woman pushing out her four
children from the window of
her home that had caught fire
died when the two-storey
building collapsed following a
cylinder blast in Loni in the
early hours of Thursday. Police
said after Fatima had ensured
the safety of all her children,
she lost consciousness from
the smoke emanating from the
flames. The fire had possibly
started from a short circuit in
the ground-floor bakery owned
by her husband. Minutes after
the flames started spreading,
two cooking gas cylinders kept
in the bakery exploded, which
brought a portion of the
building down. The woman

died when the house collapsed,
police said. One of Fatima’s
sons, Aneez (7), was injured
when his mother threw him out
of the window and he landed
on the ground. The other
children were caught by
neighbours, who used a net. A
fire tender was also injured
trying to fight the flames. The
fire was doused after four
hours. According to police,
Fatima lived with her husband
Naveel Ahmad (34) and four
children in the two-storey
building in Ikram colony.
Naveel ran a bakery along
with his two brothers from the
ground-floor of the house. It
was in the bakery where the
fire started around 1am.

approval for exempting Rs. 7.7
crore of acquisition fee. “The
chief secretary has in a way
exempted UPCA from paying
acquisition fee as the matter
will be taken up with state
government with
recommendation that it may be
exempted,” said Ahmed. The
association has been reluctant
to pay up the acquisition fee
on the ground that 34 acres of
land which it acquired directly
from the farmers who have
been compensated and since
GDA had norole to play in this
it cannot demand acquisition
fee from them. But GDA was
in a bind as the objection was
raised by CAG in which it had

questioned GDA for not taking
acquisition fee. Since GDA
and UPCA had locked horns
over these issues as a result
work on propsed stadium was
stopped for an year now. But
in November last year UP
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
had made an announced that
international cricket stadium in
Ghaziabad will come up
shortly. It was after the
announcement GDA and
UPCA sat together to iron out
the differences. The 35 acres
of land near Raj Nagar
Extension has already been
purchased from the farmers by
UPCA at a cost of Rs 80
crore.

NCRTC starts pile load test on Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor

GHAZIABAD: A four-year-
old boy was charred to death
and five others, including women
and children, suffered burn
injuries after two adjacent
hutments caught fire in
Sahibabad’s Bhopura Kuti area
late Monday night. The injured
have been admitted to GTB
hospital in Delhi. The deceased
has been identified as Ali Hasan,
son of arag picker. The fire first
broke out from a candle around
11.30pm inahutment nextto Ali.
Ali’s father Rahim and Igbal’s
hutments were located adjacent
to each other. After the fire
broke out in Igbal’s residence he
ran out with his wife Rehana
(25) and four children — Sania

(5), Haseena (1.5 months),
Sarmin (4) and Imamuddin (2).
However, except Igbal, all others
suffered burn injuries and are
presently admitted in GTB
hospital. Even before Igbal could
seek help and douse the fire, it
spread to Rahim’s house. Rahim
too rushed out of the house with
his wife Reshma and two-year-
old daughter, Sahiba, but the
family could not save Ali.
However, no causality was
reported in this incident. On
Tuesday, circle officer of
Sahibabad, Rakesh Mishra and
city magistrate Yashvardhan
Srivastava conducted an
inspection of the area and
ordered an inquiry into the death.

CBI books 2 of its officers for taking Rs 10 lakh bribe from land scam accused

GREATER NOIDA: The
CBI on Sunday filed an FIR
against two of its own officers
for allegedly accepting a bribe
of Rs 10 lakh to give a clean
chit to three accused in the Rs
126-crore land scam at
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA). In the
FIR, the central agency has
mentioned the names of V' S
Rathore, an inspector at the
CBTI’s anti-corruption unit in
Ghaziabad, and Sunil Dutt, an
assistant sub-inspector at the
CBI academy. It also
mentioned Ranveer Singh, a
former YEIDA tehsildar who
allegedly paid the Rs 10 lakh
bribe, and unnamed police

officers. On Sunday evening,
the investigating agency
summoned circle officer
Nishank Sharma, who had
been probing the land scam
before it was transferred to the
CBI last year, to its
headquarters in Delhi for
questioning. After a few hours,
Sharma was transferred to the
police headquarters in
Lucknow, which the police
termed a routine administrative
shuffle. Earlier in the day,
around 1lam, a team of six
CBI officers raided the house
of former tehsildar Singh, an
accused in the YEIDA land
scam, and searched for around
four hours. Singh has been
shown as absconding in police

records. The Rs 126-crore
land scam dates back to 2013,
when then YEIDA CEO PC
Gupta had approved the
purchase of 58 hectares in
Mathura though the land had
no utility. The police had
named 21 YEIDA officials in
connection with the scam, of
whom only five, including
Gupta, have been arrested so
far. The case was handed to
the CBI in June last year.
According to the FIR
registered on Sunday, former
tehsildar Singh had paid Rs 10
lakh to the two CBI officers
and a few policemen so that
three of his “friends” who had
surrendered recently in
connection with the scam are

given a clean chit. “It is learnt
that the accused have been
managing the investigation of
this case with the help of
unidentified officials of Noida
Police. The accused Ranveer
Singh has already paid Rs 10
lakh on January 31 to the two
officials for showing nil
recovery report in respect of his
three accomplices during their
police remand,” the FIR reads.
It also claims that in addition to
the Rs 10 lakh, the two CBI
officers had demanded Rs 25
lakh from the former YEIDA
official for “influencing the
investigation” in his favour. The
CBI said Singh had agreed to
pay Rs 20 lakh to the two
officers on Saturday.
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2020 deadline for five stations
of Aqua Line Extension

GREATER NOIDA: The first
five stations of Aqua Line
extension connecting Noida with
Greater Noida West will be
completed by 2020, officials in
the Greater Noida Industrial
Development  Authority
(GNIDA) have expressed
hope. The five stations — from
Sector 51 in Noida to Sector 2
in Greater Noida—will be built
in the first phase. In the next
stage, the metro will be extended
to sectors 3, 10, 12 and
Knowledge Park V. The first
phase will be 9.15km long, while
the second one will be 14.95km.
GNIDA CEO Narendra

Factory guard shot
atin Greater Noida

GNOIDA: A 38-year-old
security guard at a mobile
manufacturing unit was
allegedly shot at by car-borne
assailants around 11.15pm in
Ecotech 1 area on Thursday.
The victim has been identified
as Dhiresh Kumar, a resident
of Hardoi. He sustained
gunshot wounds in his abdomen
and his condition is said to be
critical. Police said the accused
arrived at the factory in a car
and asked Kumar to guide them
for an address. After Kumar
told them the route, they shot
at him and fled, said another
guard, Hari Om Singh. The
unidentified men have been
booked under Section 307
of [PC.

Bhooshan said tenders would be
floated once the rates are
decided. “We are deliberating on
the rate for development. Ifthe
rate is similar to that of existing
Aqua Line, a tender will be
floated soon,” he said. The first
phase of the project is estimated
to cost around Rs 1,521 crore.
The metro corridor will be
developed by GNIDA, Noida
Authority, the state and central
governments. The project had
been in a limbo for so long as
the route was not considered
economically viable because of
the thin population around the
proposed stations.

One-year-old dies
as father throws

her on floor

NOIDA: A one-year-old girl
died after her father threw her
on to the floor in a drunken
stupor in Sector 71 on
Wednesday evening. The girl
battled for life for one night
before succumbing to her
injuries on Thursday morning.
The accused is absconding.
According to police, Pankaj,
originally from Gursahayganj in
Kannauj district, entered into
an altercation with his wife
Gudiya (28) at his rented
accommodation in Garhi
Chaukhandi village on
Wednesday evening.

Hindon airport in Ghaziabad to be
operational for UDAN flights by March

New  Delhi Tata
Communications Wednesday
posted a net profit of Rs 173.3
crore for the December 2018
quarter, against Rs 10.12 crore
in the year-ago period, on robust
data business and 'growth
services'. The consolidated
revenue rose three per cent to
Rs4,269.5 crore as against the
year-ago period, with data
services contributing 78 per cent
of the overall revenue. The
revenue was 4.9 per cent
higher as compared with the
September 2018 quarter, the
company said in a statement.
Our data business continues to

65 per cent of country's mobile phones
are manufactured in Noida: UP Dy CM

Lucknow : Sixty-five per cent
of country's mobile phones are
manufactured now in Noida
alone, said Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma Monday, claiming that
UP has a strong potential to
surpass the growth of Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh. UP emergence as a
hub of mobile phone production
has also stopped its youths'
exodus to other states for jobs.
"If 100 mobile phones are
produced in India, Noida alone
accounts for 65 such phones.
It means 65 per cent of the
mobile phones of the country
are manufactured in UP. This

Noida homebuyers: Will use NOTA
if no funds given to finish projects

NOIDA: Claiming that they
have been disappointed by the
Union budget as it did not
allocate a stress-fund to
complete stranded residential
projects in Noida, over 200
homebuyers under the umbrella
body of Noida Extension Flat
Owners Association (Nefowa)
launched a social media protest
#SayNoToNeta
#Say YesToNota on Sunday. The
buyers claimed they have been
misled by politicians in the past
and despite considerable
litigation, the government has
failed to resolve the issue of
projects like Amrapali which has
over 25,000 buyers who have

not been given their flats despite
having paid up 70% to 90% of
the cost. The Nefowa gathering
had a significant representation
from buyers of Amrapali group.
“We were hopeful that the Union
government would ration some
amount to help agencies like the
NBCC to complete the pending
projects of Amrapali. An initial
fund support for the government
has to be created for anyone to
step in and complete the pending
work. We had been demanding
astress-fund for this completion
as no agency can help without
initial financial support,”
Abhishek Kumar, president,
Nefowa, said.

includes finished mobile phones
and their accessories," Sharma,
who is also the state's
Information Technology
minister, told in an interview.
"This feat has been achieved by
us in a span of one-and-half
years. We have surged ahead
of Hyderabad and Andhra
Pradesh in production of mobile
phones, which occupied the top
spot earlier," he said. "This has
also stopped exodus of people
from the state for employment
outside the state," he added.
The minister attributed the
UP's growth as the country's
mobile manufacturing hub to
the improved law and order

Out of job, 25-year-
old sets self on fire

GREATER NOIDA: A 25-
year-old man, an alleged drug
addict, committed suicide by
pouring kerosene and setting
himself on fire. Bable Ram
was out of job, and was
residing separately from his
parents. He took the extreme
step on Tuesday night, police
said. Ram, a resident of
Sadullahpur village in Greater
Noida, was rushed to the
Safdarjung hospital where he
was declared dead on
Wednesday morning.
According to police, they
received information about the
suicide after the hospital shard
the details of Ram with them.

situation in the state, besides
its pro-business policies under
the BJP rule. "Why was the
change not witnessed earlier?
It is because of the
improvement in law and order
and the new pro-industry
policies made after serious
deliberations. We have made
pro-business policies and the
single-window system started
by us has won accolades
across the country," Sharma
said, adding that UP's
industrial policy is the best. The
minister claimed that officials
from other states like
Maharashtra have come to
study the UP's IT policies.

be strong and our growth
services have been instrumental
in our overall revenue growth.
"Despite operator consolidation
headwinds, our traditional
services business is steady. As
we grow scale, we are
confident of an upward
momentum in our revenue
growth and profit trajectory in
coming quarters," Pratibha
Advani, CFO, Tata Communi
cations said. The company's
'growth services' comprise
managed hosting, managed
security services, broadcast,
video streaming, and mobile
new services, among others.

Masked men take
away two ATMs from
Greater Noida, Hapur

NOIDA: Unidentified robbers
took away at least two ATMs of
Axis Bank, one containing Rs 10
lakh, inthe pasttwo days in Noida
and neighbouring Hapur district.
While five masked men allegedly
uprooted an ATM from Rachna
marketonthe NH-91 in Badalpur
area on Thursday night, another
ATM was taken away from
Pilukhwa area in Hapur district
on Friday night. Both the ATM
booths were not guarded and
their security depended on a
locked shutter. According to
police, at least five robbers were
caught on CCTV taking away
the ATM from Rachna market
around 2.30 am on February 1.

Thieves beat up guard, steal iron scraps
of Noida Metro Rail Corporation

NOIDA: The residents
welfare association (RWA) of
Sector 51 has complained that
there have been frequent
thefts of iron scrap from the
Noida Metro Rail
Corporation’s warehouse
situated near their sector. The
residents claimed that a few
people stole iron scraps on
Saturday too but fled before
police reached. According to
the residents, around 10.20pm,
the security guard posted at the
sector gate saw around five to
six men dumping iron scraps
at Bal Udyan park in the
sector after allegedly stealing
it from the NMRC warehouse,

which is adjacent to the park.
“After the security guard
alerted us, I came out at the
gate and saw five-six men
loading the iron scrap onto a
rickshaw. I gave information
about the theft to the police
through dial 100 while the
security guard along with
others went to nab the
accused, but only one man
could be caught. All others fled
the spot at the time, only to
return five minutes later in a
car. They assaulted the guard
and rescued the man who was
earlier caught,” said Sanjeev
Kumar, RWA general
secretary of Sector 51.
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