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EDITORIAL

Closer to punishment: On Tahawwur
Rana's role in 26/11 attacks

More than 12 years since the dastardly attacks across prominent
locations in Mumbali, its key conspirators have continued to
evade justice in India. While nine of the attackers were shot
dead by the police between November 26-29, 2008, one of them,
Ajmal Kasab, was apprehended and sentenced to death after a
trial that revealed the conspiracy and planning by LeT operatives
among others responsible for the attacks. One among the foreign
collaborators is Tahawwur Rana, who conspired with former FBI
agent David Headley to assist the LeT in the planning and
execution. Rana, a Pakistani-Canadian citizen, was found guilty
by a U.S. courtin 2011 of providing material support to the LeT
and planning an attack on the offices of the Danish newspaper,
Jyllands-Posten, and was later sentenced to 14 years in prison.
Unlike Headley, who escaped extradition after entering into a
plea bargain with the U.S. prosecutors and was sentenced to 35
years in prison, Rana was acquitted in the U.S. of charges of
involvement in the 2008 terror attacks. An Illinois court commuted
his jail sentence that was scheduled to end in September 2021,
after he tested positive for COVID-19; this has opened the
window for his extradition to India. Rana, according to Headley,
had helped him to open an immigration firm in Mumbai, which
was used by Headley to survey targets chosen by the LeT. An
extradition memorandum filed by U.S. prosecutors in a California
district court has reaffirmed Rana’s role and provides more detail
into the conspiracy and the knowledge shared with him by
Headley about the attacks. This should provide the U.S. court
enough reason for Rana’s extradition to India to face punishment.

The trial of Ajmal Kasab exposed the collusion of the Pakistan
deep state with terrorist organisations. Arguably, this has helped
in a dramatic reduction in terror targeting civilians in India.
Groups such as the LeT and JeM have changed their modus
operandi to target security forces since then. The scrutiny over
Pakistan has been accentuated by the FATF’s decision to retain
Pakistan on its greylist. Yet, Pakistan has done little to bring the
culprits of the 26/11 attacks to book — a case in point being LeT
chief Hafiz Saced who has been sentenced to prison for terror
financing but has eluded justice for his role in the 2008 attacks
by never being charged despite being identified by Ajmal Kasab
and Headley as a mentor with knowledge of the attacks. Rana’s
extradition would go a long way in bringing justice to the nearly
160 victims of the Mumbai attacks and shed further light on

cross-border terror.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Why Ghaziabad's Kavi Nagar is new burglary hotspot

GHAZIABAD: Kavi Nagar has
emerged as the new hotspot for
cases of armed robbery. Between
July 20 and November 20, the area
witnessed two dacoities and over
50 burglaries. In one of the cases,
a group of armed robbers cut
through the gate and broke open
the kitchen window to enter a
house on July 28. They held
hostage all the 11 family members,
including five children, for hours
while they looted their home. On
August 2, the Ghaziabad police
arrested seven accused,
including three women, involved
in the case. In another instance,
a shop owner and his family
members were tied up and
thrashed with iron rods by four
robbers who fled with cash and
valuables worth Rs 9 lakh. The
incident took place on the

intervening night of September 22
and 23, when the shop owner,
Sanjay Mittal, his wife and
daughter were sleeping. In this
case, police arrested two people
after ten days of the incident. Yet,
the masterminds of both the
dacoities are still absconding.
Burglaries are also a major
concern for the residents and
shop owners of the area. On the
intervening night of July 24 and
25, armed criminals robbed
around 12 shops in Shastri Nagar
market, one of the busiest markets
in Ghaziabad.The robbers walked
away with grocery items, medicine
and medical equipment,
cosmetics, clothes worth several
lakh rupees, and cleaned out a
Patanjali store. The entire
incident was captured in CCTV
cameras installed in the

Ghaziabad gets 100 more beds at new Covid hospital

GHAZIABAD: The district’s 14th
private Covid hospital became
functional on Friday, officials said,
adding that it has facilities for 100
beds as of now. Gayatri Hospital is
anewly built facility in Lohia Nagar
will start as a Covid hospital. With
this, the number of beds in private
hospitals has gone up to 1,164,
including 206 ICU beds. The new
hospital has 30 ICU and HDU beds
that can be further expanded up to
40. It will cater to L2 and L3 level
patients. Dr Ashish Agarwal, IMA
president and head of the
pulmonary department at the
hospital, said: “There are 150 beds
available in the hospital, out of
which 100 are functional. It will be
increased to the maximum capacity
if the need arises. There are 30 ICU
beds and this number can be further
increased to 40. Apart from this,
there are four each dialysis units and

surgery beds.” The hospital
management said the treatment of
Covid patients will be done at
government rates in the hospital.
They added thata 30-bed non-Covid
unit will soon start working. Agarwal
added that the hospital was to be
started after some time, but the
administration and the health
department had given instructions
to start it quickly due to a surge in
Covid cases. The hospital has been
equipped with all modern facilities
apart from the centralised oxygen
system and a team of specialists.
Besides, there are 13 private Covid
hospitals functional in the district,
and out of which seven have over
100 beds each. While Le Crest has
the maximum at 150 beds, Yashoda
Hospital’s two branches in Nehru
Nagar and Kaushambi are running
125 beds and 120 beds,
respectively.

market.Rizwaan, whose shop was
burgled by the criminals, told
TBC, “The accused had fled with
trousers, shirts and kurtas worth
Rs 5 lakh, and Rs 20,000 in cash.
Two days ago, I had stocked my
shop with the new collection of
clothes worth Rs 2 lakh that I
borrowed from my friends,” he
added. During Diwali and Bhai
Dooj, five houses were robbed by
miscreants, when the residents
had gone to celebrate the festival
with their families back in their
hometown. Two of the houses
are located just 250m from a
police post. According to the
cops, cash and jewellery worth
Rs 40 lakh were stolen from the
homes.On August 15, a house in
Kavi Nagar was burgled when the
family was visiting an ailing
relative in Delhi, and jewellery

worth over Rs 10 lakh and Rs 2.5
lakh in cash were stolen. The
owner of the house, Ashish Rana,
works in a private company in
Noida’s Sector 63. In the latest
incident on Friday, a dentist’s
house in Kavi Nagar was
allegedly burgled and Rs 50,000
in cash and jewellery worth over
Rs 5 lakh were stolen.Ramesh
Kumar, a resident of Kavi Nagar,
said that he has seen no cops
deployed on the roads after 9pm.
“We have also asked the SHO of
the area to deploy more police
officers near Avantika area as
most of the burglaries took place
there (more than 25 after
lockdown relaxed),” he
said.Sanjay Kannaujiya, another
resident of the area said that
several check posts were set up
during the lockdown.

Flyover project in Noida hits gas pipeline hurdle

NOIDA: The 6-km-long Chilla
elevated road project has hit a
hurdle because of a mismatch in
the actual location of a gas
pipeline and its position on the
Noida Authority's utility map. As
a result, the agency building the
road, which is crucial for the city's
connectivity with east Delhi, has
to redesign the pile foundation.
The gas pipeline was laid by
GAIL several decades ago.
Engineers now have to find a
workaround for the foundation of
the pillars of a 2km stretch of the
elevated road. Instead of single
foundation piles and pillars,
GAIL will go for a portal design
across the stretch to maintain
distance from the underground
gas pipeline. Officials said that a
detailed site survey to assess the
exact alignment of the pipeline
was conducted earlier this month

and it was found that design of
12-15 pillars will have to be
modified to ensure complete
safety. Though Uttar Pradesh
State Bridge Corporation Limited,
the agency executing the project,
had finalised the current
alignment after studying the
detailed project report and the
utility map, the situation was
different on the ground. “A
variation of more than a metre was
found between the actual location
of the pipeline and what was
mentioned in the utility map. The
pipe runs in a zig-zag along the
1.2-km-long stretch close to the
drain,” said an official involved
in the project. A senior GAIL
official deputed in Noida, who did
not wish to be identified, said that
the utility services plan is
prepared by the local municipal
authority.

Noida: In 3 years, solvers’ gang got 100 government and police jobs

NOIDA: A racket providing
‘expert’ exam writers managed to
get at least 100 candidates who
availed of its services qualification
for government jobs, and all of
them are now working in different
government departments as well
as Delhi Police and Haryana
Police, an investigation by Noida
police has found so far. The racket
was unearthed over the weekend
with the arrest of nine suspects,
including a man who police said
had qualified for an assistant
section officer job in the defence
ministry and was waiting for an
appointment letter, and two Delhi
Police constables. Police have
subsequently made two more
arrests — the owner and
superintendent of an exam centre
in Delhi’s Mundka that hosted
various tests, including those for
government jobs and banks. The

accused, police said, used face
blender apps to sneak the solvers
into the exam hall in place of the
candidate without raising
suspicion — the final photo had
some features of the candidate but
some of the impersonator too. The
racket, operating for at least three
years, according to police,
charged anything between Rs 10
lakh and Rs 35 lakh for its services,
going by the weight of the exam.
While there were around 10-15
solvers used by the racket, police
have identified an income-tax
inspector Ravi, a former I-T
inspector Mudit Kanojia, and
Arvind Singh, who is allegedly an
assistant section officer in a
central ministry, as the
masterminds. The first arrests
were that of three solvers — Arpit,
Dinesh Chaudhary and Aman —
from a centre hosting an exam for

Delhi Police selections at Sector
62 in Noida. They led the cops to
the others: Dinesh Prajapati (the
man who was expecting to join the
MoD), Ravindra Kumar and
Manjeet Singh (Delhi Police
constables) and four others. The
two who ran the exam centre
“‘TMC’ in Mundka were identified
as Manoj Singh and Praveen,
residents of Charkhi Dadri and
Jind, in Haryana. The duo,
according to police, had siphoned
off the money they earned from
the racket. The centre had
allegedly been operational since
August 2019. Noida police said it
will notify Delhi Police for the
blacklisting of the centre, where
an Indian Oil exam was to be held
in December. Manoj Singh is the
brother-in-law of Dinesh
Chaudhary, one of the nine
accused arrested on Saturday.

Praveen would arrange for the
solvers. His main solver was
Aman, a Jhajjar resident. ACP
Rajnish Kumar told TBC Aman
had cleared SSC/CGL (combined
graduate level) and stayed in
Mukherjee Nagar. “Praveen
would hire Aman as the main
solver. He is the cousin of Delhi
Police constable Manjeet, who
was arrested on Saturday. Police
will write to the concerned
authority for blacklisting of the
centre for usage in government
exams,” Kumar said, adding,
“They had been pitching for
holding the exam (for Indian Oil) in
their centre and had been looking
for applicants and solvers.” DCP
(Noida) Rajesh S said police have
found photographs of 70-80
people, including applicants, in
data recovered from devices of the
accused were using.
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Delhi-Meerut Expressway won’t
be able to meet deadline of Dec 31

Ghaziabad: The National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has told Union minister
Nitin Gadkari that they would
not be able to complete the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway by
December 31, the deadline set by
him. NHAI has sought time till
February to make the
expressway operational. NHAI
officials, who met Gadkari
recently and expressed inability
to complete the highway in time,
said he had “informally” agreed
to the request. Work is going on
in two sections of DME UP Gate
to Dasna and Dasna to Meerut.
At the meeting, the officials said
they had informed Gadkari about
the various roadblocks that were
holding up the project. It was in
August this year that the Union

High on airport, YEIDA office
to be bigger than Noida’s

GNOIDA: Assigned the job to
develop an industrial township
along the 165-long Yamuna
Expressway as well as an
international airport in Jewar, the
Yamuna Expressway Authority will
finally have a swanky new office
in Sector 18 along the high-speed
corridor. But it shall still be a long
wait of at least three years. Given
the mandate to promote industrial
activity along the expressway,
YEIDA has been operating out of
Sector Omega 1 in Greater Noida
for more than a decade. However,
with several big ticket projects
slated to come up in the region,
the Authority has decided to pack
up its bag and shift to Sector 18.
Established in 2001, YEIDA
practically became operative in
2009 when it launched its first
plotting scheme.

road transport and highways
minister had announced that the
DME would be made operational
by December 31. “Work had
been severely affected by the
pandemic. Since the
announcement, we had been
working round-the-clock,” said
an NHALI official. “We told the
minister about the various
problems we are facing. He has
informally agreed to our request
for extending the deadline,” he
added. According to the official,
NHAI hoped to make the whole
of DME operational by February
next year. “A lot of work is left
on the two remaining sections.
All the work may not be
complete, but we can still make
the expressway operational by
then,” said the official.

Four injured in gas cylinder
blast in Sector 62

NOIDA: At least four people,
including a 10-year-old boy, have
been seriously injured after an
LPG cylinder exploded in a house
in Nawada village in Sector 62.
The child has been referred to
Safdarjung hospital, and his
parents and a neighbour who
came to the house to rescue them
and got injured, were admitted to
district hospital from where they
were discharged. According to
police, a family member had left
the gas switched on by mistake
through Sunday night and the
blast happened as soon as the
boy’s mother Roshni tried to light
a burner the following morning
for preparing tea. Roshni and the
boy received serious injuries.
When her husband and a
neighbour, Shanti, rushed to save
them, they also suffered burns.

Woman ‘raped’ by four says Noida
cops asked her to hush it up

GNOIDA: The family of a 56-
year-old woman who was
allegedly raped by four
assailants has charged that the
police asked them to hush up
the matter. They also claimed
that it was a theft and not loot.
The men had fled with cash and
jewellery after holding the
woman’s husband, daughter
and son hostage. Noida police
has, however, denied the
allegations, stating that they in
fact took a fresh complaint from
the family to include the rape
allegation, but a medical
examination has ruled out any
internal/external injury and
presence of sperm. An FIR has
been lodged in the case under
IPC sections 376-d (gang rape)
and 394 (voluntarily causing

Covid centre to submit report on best practices

GHAZIABAD: The integrated
Covid command and control
centre has expanded in the past
eight months and currently, 13
wings are operating with 100 staff
members, including 70 from the
health department, who are
working in shifts. The centre
monitors all Covid-related
activities, from allocating facilities
to keeping tabs on elderly and
pregnant women. Last week,
during a visit, state principal
secretary (health) Alok Kumar
had asked the district
administration to submit a report
on the centre so that the best
practices can be replicated. A team
from Meerut had also visited the
centre. District magistrate Ajay
Shankar Pandey said new wings
are being added to the Covid
centre according to requirement.

Grow your veggies, eat them too:
Schools show the way ahead in UP

GNOIDA: State government
schools are now growing
vegetables in the backyards to
supplement midday meal
kitchens. While many districts in
Uttar Pradesh have been working
on the initiative, Poshan Vatika,
for the past two years, Gautam
Budh Nagar has just started
working on the scheme with
around 400 anganwadis growing
vegetables on small scale. The
education officer of the district
says the same is expected to be
replicated in primary and junior
schools for which preparation is
going on. Schools, however,
think it is easier said than done
because there is a sheer lack of
infrastructure, water supply and
manpower support. “There are
around 1,500 anganwadis in the
district and we have started this

initiative to help spread
information and awareness
among young students about the
value of nutritious food. The
vegetables were planted and
everyone was free to consume
what was being grown. So far,
some 400 anganwadis in the
district have such gardens,” Anil
Singh, the chief development
officer of Gautam Budh Nagar said.
The programme is also being
replicated in government schools.
Though none are ready at the
schools yet, the district inspector
of schools (DIOS), Neeraj Pandey,
said it is likely that several schools
would soon be having these
gardens. “We have informed some
schools in Greater Noida to start
preparing for these gardens. I’'m
sure they will be working on them
in some time,” he said.

An additional district magistrate-
level officer has been appointed
to oversee the daily operations.
The centre has Covid portal wing
where details of patients from all
Covid hospitals are collected,
counselling and facility allocation
wing from where patients are told
about home isolation and hospital
admissions and there is a medical
helpline wing, which looks after
complaints related to Covid
sampling, sanitisation and
hospitalisation. The centre also
has an ILI/SARI booth-level wing
from where booth officers can call
up people in their respective
areas and trace symptomatic
patients. Elderly and pregnant
women are also monitored from
the centre. Recently, a Covid
hospital monitoring and patient
feedback wing, and a drone

Bike Bot scam: Congress
MLA from Rajasthan
among 58 booked

NOIDA: Following an order from
Surajpur court, Noida police
booked 58 people, including a
Congress MLA from Rajasthan,
in the Rs 42,000-crore Bike Bot
scam on Friday. The move comes
after 632 complainants, led by
Vikas Baliyan, a resident of a
Muzaffarnagar, approached the
court alleging that they had
submitted a complaint with the
Noida police and the Meerut
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
but no FIR had been registered.
The complainants further claimed
that the accused had promised to
double the returns on their
investments and also promoted
bike taxi schemes through senior
bureaucrats and celebrities,
whom they would call at their
promotional events.

surveillance wing to monitor
Covid protocol violations have
been added by the administration.
“It is a one-stop window for all
Covid-related issues. Staff
members are being pulled up if
we get any complaints regarding
their work through social media,
phone calls or from the grievance
portal,” the DM said. A senior
official said home isolation wing
calls up patients daily. In case a
patient’s condition is
deteriorating, the officials make
arrangements to shift the person
to a hospital. When the lockdown
started, the control room started
working as a district disaster
control room from March 26 and
another control room at MMG
District Hospital under the health
department started keeping tabs
on Covid patients.

hurt while committing robbery).
The family has alleged that they
were attacked on the
intervening night of November
27-28 by cattle thieves who
looted their cash, jewellery and
two cattle. They said the
woman was raped by the men
who dragged her to a distance.
Talking to media, the woman
alleged that they folded hands
before the accused but they
didn’t listen and took out all the
boxes from their shanty on the
outskirts of Palla village in
Dadri. Her relative told
mediapersons that while she
was accompanying the woman
to the hospital, the police told
them that they should only
inform about the theft and not
to reveal about the gang rape.

26-yr-old pregnant woman
accuses doctor of molestation
during ultrasound in Dadri

GNOIDA: A26-year-old pregnant
woman has accused a doctor of
molestation during her ultrasound
treatment on  Wednesday
afternoon. The incident happened
at the Vidya ultrasound centre,
railway road, Dadri when the woman
had gone to get her ultrasound done
along with her cousin. According
to police, the woman alleged that
the doctor Rajbir Nagar allegedly
touched her inappropriately and
shuffled her clothes during her
ultrasound procedure and was
drunk at the time of procedure. ACP-
2 (Greater Noida) Nitin Singh told
TBC that the woman has told police
that when she went to the centre on
Wednesday, the doctor Rajbir Nagar
alleged touched her inappropriately
and shuffled her clothes with a bad
intention during the procedure.

Dog menace: Noida urges RWAs to fix feeding spot

NOIDA: The issue of dog
menace across residential
societies of Noida has again
come to the fore with at least five
incidents of stray dogs attacking
residents and biting them. At
least four people, including a
senior citizen, were attacked by
stray canines in the Sai
Apartment of Sector 71 on Friday
evening and Saturday morning
resulting in outrage among
residents against authorities
responsible for sterilisation of the
dogs. Two days ago, a resident
of a Greater Noida society was
allegedly attacked by two stray
dogs and wounded badly. In the
first incident, 25-year-old Kajal
Gupta was bitten on her right
thigh. Soon after she was taken
to a hospital, RD Garg (57), a
resident, was bitten by the same
dog. The elderly man suffered

injuries on his right knee. His
daughter Shivani Garg told TBC
that her father survived an attack
on the face due to the cap he was
wearing but was badly wounded
in the leg. “He was bleeding till
late night and doctors asked to
keep an eye out for the dog. Such
incidents are a regular affair
here,” she alleged. Another
resident got bitten by a dog in
the society on Friday evening,
while a plumber was attacked by
some strays on Saturday. RWA
president Sushil Yadav alleged
that a junior engineer employed
with Noida Authority feeds the
dogs. “We have requested him
not to feed the dogs but he takes
offence,” he alleged. “Multiple
complaints have been given to
the DM and Noida Authority but
nothing happened, so we
stopped complaining,” he said.
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