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Two Ghaziabad builders
held, admit to using low-
quality cement

GHAZIABAD: Two
developers of the Ghaziabad
building that collapsed on July
22, killing two people, were
arrested on Sunday and have
reportedly told police they had
used low-quality cement during
construction. The two men,
identified as Prempal Shisodiya
and Satish Tomar, were among
the six partners who were
constructing the illegal five-
storeyed building. Police said
the six had floated a company,
Samyak Developers, and had
undertaken construction work
in other parts of the city as well.
Ghaziabad SP (rural) Arvind

Maurya, who is heading the
SIT that arrested the duo, said
Prempal and Satish were not
mentioned in the FIR that was
registered in the case, but their
role had cropped up during
investigation. “The accused
have told interrogators they had
been using extremely low-
grade cement for construction
even though the steel structure
was strong. We are trying to
verify if the six builders had got
the company registered.
Investigations so far have
revealed that the kingpin of this
illegal construction lobby is one
Prasanjeet Gautam.
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Reconsider the

ban: on oxytocin

The Union Health Ministry’s ban on the retail sale and private
manufacture of oxytocin, expected to kick off on September 1,
isan extremely ill-thought-out one. The drug, a synthetic version
of a human hormone, is a life-saver for women. Doctors use it
to induce labour in pregnant women and to stem postpartum
bleeding. So critical is its role in maternal health that the World
Health Organization recommends it as the drug of choice in
postpartum haemorrhage. The government’s ban ignores this,
and is motivated instead by the misuse of the hormone in the
dairy industry. Because oxytocin stimulates lactation in cattle,
dairy farmers inject the drug indiscriminately to increase milk
production. This has spawned several unlicensed facilities that
manufacture the drug for veterinary use. It is a problem that
needs solving. But the right approach would have been to
strengthen regulation, and crack down on illegal production.
Much is unknown about the ill-effects of oxytocin on cattle.
One of the concerns was that oxytocin leads to infertility in
dairy animals, and some studies show this to be true. Ithas also
been linked to mastitis, a painful inflammation of the udder.
Milk consumers worry about exposure to it through dairy
products. The science behind some of these claims is unclear.
In a Lok Sabha answer in 2015, the National Dairy Research
Institute was quoted as saying there was no evidence that
oxytocin led to infertility. A 2014 study by researchers at the
National Institute of Nutrition concluded that oxytocin content
in buffalo milk did not alter with injections.

However, even if the ill-effects of oxytocin are real, a ban is
not the answer. Oxytocin is simply too important to Indian
women, 45,000 of whom die due to causes related to childbirth
each year. A parallel to the situation lies in the misuse of
antibiotics in humans and poultry. So heavily are these drugs
used that they are causing deadly bacteria to become resistant
to them. Yet, despite calls for a complete ban on over-the-counter
sale of antibiotics, India has been reluctant to do so. In much of
rural India, more people still die due to a lack of antibiotics than
due to antibiotic-resistance. This has swung the cost-benefit
ratio against outright bans. In oxytocin’s case, if only a single
public sector unit manufactures the drug, as the government
plans, this could lead to drug shortages and price hikes.
Karnataka Antibiotics & Pharmaceuticals Limited, the
drugmaker tasked with manufacturing oxytocin, has been asked
to cap the price at ?16.56 for 1 ml of a five international unit
(IU) solution. However, some private manufacturers were selling
it for 74 until now. Monopolising production will remove the
low-price options from the market. Such a situation may benefit
cattle, but will put the lives of many women at risk.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Collection agent robbed of Rs 7 lakh

NOIDA: A bike-borne assailant allegedly robbed an Airtel
collection agent of Rs 7 lakh at gunpoint near Sector 90. Police
officers from Surajpur and Phase I stations apparently got into a
jurisdiction dispute before senior officers intervened and got an
FIR lodged with Phase II police station. However, police said the
complainant’s version is doubtful. Rohit Verma, from Khora colony
in Ghaziabad, said he was travelling on his bike after collecting
money from customers in sectors 141, 142 and Shahdara village
in Surajpur. “When he reached Sector 137 around 4 pm, two
persons on a bike stopped him near Blossom County Society.
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SC sets ball rolling for refund to 135

Supertech homebuyers F RS

NEW DELHI: After a wait
of four long years, 135 home
buyers in Supertech’s
controversial Emerald Court
housing complex in Noida will
soon get refund of investments
with 12% simple interest with
the Supreme Court on Monday
ordering the developer to
deposit Rs 35 crore by
November 30. Supertech,
which has already deposited
Rs 20 crore with the SC, was
ordered by a bench of Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and
Justices AM Khanwilkar and
DY Chandrachud to deposit
balance Rs 15 crore with an
additional Rs 1 crore as interest
in two tranches — Rs 7 crore

India's first Mobile
Open Exchange
zone to be at Noida

LUCKNOW: PM Narendra
Modi laid the foundation stone
of country's first Mobile Open
Exchange (MOX) zone in
Noida at the ground breaking
ceremony on Sunday. The UP
government had signed an
MoU with World Trade Centre,
Noida at UP Investors' Summit
to develop a Tech Zone which
would act as a catalyst for
growth of mobile and allied
sectors in the state. A Chinese
company has already set up its
manufacturing facility in WTC
Noida complex and directly and
indirectly employs over 15,000
people. MOX will be adedicated
ecosystem for mobile industry,
providing an integrated platform
to mobile manufacturers,
research and development and
allied industries. PK Alok, advisor
to WTC Noida, said, "Thisunique
zone will be monumental in
attracting investment and the
area will reap huge benefits
fromit.

by September 5 and balance
by the end of November.
Amicus curiae Gaurav
Agrawal informed the court
that he held extensive
discussions with home buyers
and 111 ofthem gave affidavits
agreeing to receive invested
amounts with 12 per cent
simple interest per annum.
However, he said 24 other
home buyers wanted 14%
interest on monies invested in
Supertech’s housing project.
With Supertech’s counsel
Keshav Mohan agreeing to
the time schedule for
depositing Rs 21 crore in two
tranches by November 30,
the bench said that it would

" T

ask the 24 home buyers to
accept 12% interest as was
agreed by 111 others.
However, the case of 15
home buyers, who had opted
for subvention scheme, in
which they paid a lump-sum
and the developer took care
of the payment of equated
monthly instalments to
financial institutions against
the promised flat remains
unresolved. The bench asked
the developer to continue
paying the EMI so as not to
burden home buyers.

Vigilante group thrashes transporter
after nine buffalo calves die in truck

NOIDA: A truck stuffed with
around 100 buftalo calves was
intercepted by a vigilante
group in Kasna here on
Sunday afternoon. Two
transporters escaped fearing
lynch mob, while one was
nabbed and thrashed before
the police team arrived and
took him into custody. Local
residents said that a truck
stuffed with buffaloes was
going towards Kasna from
Pari Chowk side. A group of
local men in a bus noticed the
truck as the buffaloes were
making noise. They forced the
truck driver to stop near
Honda Chowk. The vigilante
group damaged the truck and
also set its tyres on fire when
they found that some of the
buffaloes had fallen on the
floor due to suffocation. Two
persons immediately jumped
offthe truck and disappeared
in the adjacent fields.
However, the third accused

Aslam, was nabbed by the
mob. Aazad Singh Tomar,
SHO, Kasna police station,
said local people had stopped
the truck and found the
animals stuffed inside. “Some
buffaloes had fallen due to
suffocation as there was no
space to breathe in the
vehicle. We offloaded the
animals and found nine of
them dead. A fire tender was
called to sprinkle water on the
animals upon which they
responded,” he said. Tomar
said that the truck was seized
and the accused taken into
custody. “We are questioning
the accused about the
matter,” he said. A case has
been registered against the
accused under Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act.

Houses razed, families forced to live in the open

GREATER NOIDA: At
least four of the six families
whose  houses  were
demolished under the orders of
the Noida Authority have been
rendered homeless. While two
of the families were given
accomodation in Janata Flats
in Sector 71 on Thursday
evening, at least 20 members

of four other families, including
children, had to leave their
belongings out in the open.
Kusum Devi, a maid and
widow, and her two children
are part of the six families that
have lost their homes.
According to Noida Authority
officials, the houses are illegal
structures that have come up

in different locations of the city
where underground reservoirs
and water tanks are located.
Illegal structures like these
have been mushrooming
across areas around 20
reservoirs and 25 water tanks
and in sectors 5, 8, 15A, 19,
37,40, 50 and Phase I, among
others.
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GHAZIABAD: The GDA
demolished 10 illegal buildings
in the city on Wednesday, the
first day of a four-day
campaign to bring down
structures constructed without
approval. “On the first day of
our demolition drive, we
managed to bring down 10
illegal buildings across six
police stations in the city,” said
V K Singh, OSD at the GDA.
The areas where demolitions
were carried out are Masuri,
Kavinagar, Vijay Nagar,
Indirapuram, Sahibabad and
Loni. GDA vice-chairperson
Ritu Maheshwari said, “During
the drive on Wednesday, an
illegal building in Aakash
Nagar could not be demolished

Unemployed man tries
to immolate self

GHAZIABAD: A 45-year-
old man was booked for
allegedly attempting suicide at
the district collectorate
premises in Ghaziabad on
Wednesday. The man, who
was identified as Jagveer of
Ikhla village, was later taken
into police custody. Jagveer
attempted self-immolation by
pouring a can of kerosene on
him. But cops at the
collectorate overpowered him
immediately before he could
set himself on fire. The FIR
was registered at Kavi Nagar
police station under Section
309 of IPC. Police said
Jagveer did not sustain
any burns.

Families

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration is hoping to fill
by Saturday the 20 feet wide
and 30 feet deep crater that
was created after a portion of
a road caved in following
incessant rain in Vasundhara
Sector 4. Officials said at
least 200 dumpers and four
excavators had been pressed
into service to fill the gaping
hole with sand bags. This was
in addition to the 800 bags of
sand that had been placed by
Thursday night to arrest a
further landslide. A total of 96
flats in the vicinity had to be
evacuated. “Work on filling

s '

fully. So, we fell short of our
target. We have added two
areas on our list for the first
phase of the drive. These are
areas under Kotwali and Link
Road police stations.” The
GDA has set a target to
demolish 253 buildings in the
first leg of its drive across the
city. The drive will continue till
August 4 and resume for 14
days from August 13, barring
leaves and holidays.

GDA to demolish 250 illegal buildings
by August 4, shift occupants to its flats

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) will start on
Wednesday a four-day
campaign to demolish over 250
buildings identified as illegal
and rehabilitate its occupants
to 16 shelter homes and its
flats. GDA vice-chairperson
Ritu Maheshwari held a
meeting with officials of the
enforcement department on
Tuesday to discuss the
modalities of the campaign.
Officials said 253 buildings
would be demolished in the
first phase till August 4. From
August 13, the development
agency plans to raze another

250 buildings in a 14-day drive.
“The demolitions will start
from Wednesday and continue
till August 4. After a gap of
eight days, the campaign will
resume on August 13 and
continue till August 31, except
leaves and holidays. In the first
phase, we have identified 253
illegal buildings to be
demolished,” said Ritu
Maheshwari, vice-chairperson
of the GDA. “The buildings
that will be razed are spread
across Kavinagar, Sahibabad,
Loni, Tronica City,
Indirapuram, Vijay Nagar and
Masuri. The schedule has
been shared with the police

stations,” she added. The GDA
had on Monday expressed
concern over the apparent
lack of police personnel to
prevent law and order
problems during the drive.
Officials had pointed out that
many of the cops were busy
with the Kanwar yatra that will
continue for most of the
month. The recent spate of
demolitions follows the death
of 11 persons in building
collapses in Ghaziabad and
Shahberi in Greater Noida.
Maheshwari pointed out that
the buildings that had been
identified for demolition were
not fit for living.

Over 200 illegal buildings sealed in Ghaziabad, 78 in Khoda Colony alone

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration on Saturday
sealed as many as 221
unauthorised buildings across
the district in the wake of the
five-storey building collapse in
Khoda. It also lodged a police
complaint against the owner of
the Khoda building. In Khoda
alone, 78 illegal buildings were
sealed and 11, which had
developed cracks on the pillars
and walls, evacuated. District
magistrate Ritu Maheshwari
said eight teams of sub-
divisional magistrates had been
formed to carry out inspections
over the next few days. At42,
Khoda was followed by Loni
in the number of buildings
sealed. Modinagar and

Muradnagar each had 27
shops and other buildings
sealed, while nine were
evacuated and sealed in
Dasna. Sources in Khoda
municipality said almost all
houses in the area had come
up illegally on government
land. Asked why a sealing
drive had not been carried out
earlier, executive officer KK
Bhadana said the civic body
was relatively new and so long
lacked proper infrastructure to
conduct an inspection. The
official said the municipality
had lodged a police complaint
against the owners of the five-
storey building that collapsed
on Friday — Delhi resident
Rafiq Malik and Shamsuddin,

on tenterhooks as
Ghaziabad battles to repair cave-in

the crater has been going on
for the past 24 hours. We
have succeeded in filling
much of the cave in. We hope
to wrap up work by next day,”
said ADM (city) Himanshu
Gautam. “About 200 dumpers
have been ferrying sand bags
and other materials through
the day. Four excavators have
also been pressed into
service.” Asked when the
residents of nearby
apartments can return home,
Gautam said the
administration was awaiting a
report from the Central Road
Research Institute (CRRI).

“The GDA is coordinating
with the CRRI team and by
late evening, we are expecting
a report. I had a word with
CRRI officials over the phone
and I was told that the crater
poses no immediate threat to
the nearby Vartalok and
Pragya Kunj apartments,”
Gautam said. The official said
the administration would allow
residents to go back to their
flats only when the CRRI
submitted its report. “There
are four flats in Pragya Kunj
and eight in Vartlok that are
close to the cave-in site. The
rest are at quite a distance.

alocal resident— for violating
government bylaws 10 year
ago. The complaint said not
only had the building come up
on illegal land, the builders had
not taken expert help to repair
the cracks that had developed
after a crane crashed against
it two weeks ago. “Instead of
getting proper repairs done, the
developers installed jacks after
the building tilted to a side. No
sooner were the jacks
removed on Friday, the five-
storey building tilted again and
subsequently collapsed,” the
municipality has said in the
complaint. The collapse could
have turned fatal had the five-
storey building and houses in
the vicinity not been evacuated

a few hours earlier.
“Developers have to get no-
objection certificates from
government engineers if they
want to get into the buildings.
They have been strictly told to
adhere to norms and not
exceed the construction limit.
We found one six-storey
building in a 54 square foot
area. This is highly dangerous,”
he said. According to Bhadana,
43 hectares of government
land had been encroached upon
in Khoda. Dharmendra Singh,
the SHO of Khoda) police
station, said an FIR would be
lodged against the accused
under relevant sections. As
part of'its drive to check illegal
buildings in the city.

Ghaziabad factory owners want
pollution notices withdrawn

GHAZIABAD: An
association of industrialists met
the district magistrate on
Tuesday and appealed to her
that notices issued by the
pollution control board against
many of them be withdrawn.
Members of the Industrial Area
Manufacturer’s Association
(IAMA) claimed that the
Central Pollution Control
Board’s (CPCB) report,
following which the notices had
been issued, was erroneous.
District magistrate Ritu
Maheshwari has directed the
factory owners to reply to the
UP pollution control board’s
notices and told them the

administration would look into
their cases. “The CPCB
inspection report has found
many industries in Ghaziabad
discharging effluents or
pollutants such as mercury,
cyanide and heavy metals. But
these industries haven’t been
discharging any of these
effluents. The report is
erroneous and so the UPPCB
notices on us should be
withdrawn,” said Mahesh
Singhal, president of IAMA.
“The other issue relates to
illegally extracting ground water.
We have been told to seek an
NOC from the Central Ground
Water Board by September 30.
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14-year-old girl killed, two minors injured as house collapses in GZB

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: A
14-year-old girl was killed and
two other minors were injured
when a portion of their house
fell on them due to rain in
Shaheed Nagar area of
Ghaziabad on Thursday
evening. The girl has been
identified as Anjali, a Class IX
student. “She lived with her
father, mother, grandmother
and families of three married
brothers. The collapse took
place around 6.30pm,” said
circle officer, Sahibabad, R K
Mishra. According to sources,
Anjali was standing on the
terrace of their three-storey
house in the evening when the
roof suddenly collapsed and the
girl fell to the floor below and
got seriously injured. Two other

Jeweller robbed of

children received minor
injuries. They were taken to
the hospital where the girl
succumbed to her injuries. The
entire house was also
evacuated. In another incident
in Vijay Nagar’s Siddharth
Vihar Extension, five of a
family received injuries when
a portion of their house
collapsed in the morning. The
house belongs to Aditya Prasad
(38), a daily wager. Prasad’s
house, located on street
number 6, was completely
inundated due to heavy rain.
Around 10 am, stones slabs,
which were used to construct
the roof, came crashing down.
While Prasad and his three
sons recetved minor injuries, his
wife Lata (30) suffered serious

Rs 2.2 1akh cash, oun

Ghaziabad: A 60-year-old
jeweler was allegedly robbed
of Rs 2.2 lakh cash, jewellery
and a licensed revolver by
bike-borne assailants in Dasna
area of Ghaziabad on Monday.
The jeweller, Brahm Swaroop
Gupta, was robbed when he
was going to his shop on his
Splendor motorcycle, carrying
abag containing the valuables.
The robbers intercepted him
and fled after snatching his bag.
Brahm Swaroop Gupta, was
travelling with a bag containing
the valuables on a Splendor
motorcycle to his shop in
Dasna when he was robbed.
Gupta, who lives in Delhi Gate
area of Ghaziabad, has been
robbed twice in the past too.
Apart from the cash and

revolver, the bag also
contained 170 grams of gold
ornaments and 300 gms of
silver jewellery, Gupta told
police. “I had purchased the
imported revolver around 20
years ago for my safety after
I had been robbed twice
earlier. On Monday, three men
on a motorbike intercepted me
near Dhobi Ghat in Dasna and
began snatching my bag. When
I resisted, one of the men
kicked at my bike and I fell
over to one side.

head injuries. In Tilakram
Colony in Loni, a woman and
her son also received injuries
when a portion of their house’s
roof fell on them in the
morning. Meanwhile, in
Mubarakpur area of Surajpur
in Greater Noida, it was a
narrow escape for the 10-
member family of Ompal as
their two-storey house
collapsed right infront of their
eyes immediately after they
evacuted it. The family
consists of Ompal (62), wife
Chandrawati (60), elder son
Heeresh (32), Heeresh’s wife
Neelam (29), their three children
Kavya, Divya and Abhay along
with the younger son Govind
(26), his wife Shivani (24) and
their 11-months-old son Aayu.

According to Ompal, around
6.30am, when he was getting
ready to leave for his work, the
wall which separates their house
from a large empty plot
collapsed. “We felt shaking as
the wall collapsed. | immediately
asked all my family members
and neighbours to evacuate the
house. Minutes later, my house
collapsed right in front of my
eyes,” he said. “This
boundary wall had collapsed
many times in the past and
had been reconstructed. Here
water often gets
accumulated on the empty
plot a wall is not enough to
stop it,” said Chanderpal
Singh, who owns a three-
storey house in front of the
collapsed one.

Sales executive robbed of Rs 1
lakh, tied and dumped in a bush

GHAZIABAD: A 40-year-
old sales executive was
allegedly robbed and dumped
on the road with his hands and
feet tied when he was
returning home from work on
Monday night in Ghaziabad
Ashraf, who works for a solar
lighting firm in Delhi, told police
that the robbers took away
around Rs 1.29 lakh cash, his
Hero Passion Pro motorcycle,
amobile phone and debit card.
He was returning to his house
in Badkar village, located a few
kilometres off Ganga Canal
road, after work around 9.30
pm when he was robbed. The
robbers allegedly tied Ashraf’s
hands and feet with a rope
when he tried to resist. They
dumped him in the bushes
along the Ganga Canal. “Four

men were waiting on the road
and blocked my motorcycle
when I came close to them.
They were riding a white
motorcycle. The cash they
robbed belonged to my office.
They also stole my
motorcycle,” Ashraf has said
in his complaint. According to
sources, Ashraf said in his
statement that two men
watched over him while the
other two left the spot with his
debit card and PIN. After
withdrawing Rs 2,500 from an
ATM using the debit card, they
allegedly informed their
accomplices who were with
Ashraf who then fled the spot
on Ashraf’s motorcycle. “The
victim told us that he managed
to free himself from the rope
and informed police thereafter.

GDA rubbishes reports of unfit' Hindon Elevated Road

GHAZIABAD: A 62-year-
old man was sentenced to 12
years in jail on Thursday for
raping a seven-year-old girl in
Loni Borderarea in 2015.
Though he has been awarded
12 years each under Section 5
& 6 (penetrative sexual assault
on a child below 12 years) of
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act and under Section 376
(rape) of IPC, both the terms
will run concurrently. Special
judge (POCSO cases) Kunal
Vepa also imposed a fine of Rs

85,000 on the accused. Special
district government counsel
(POCSO), Ranveer Singh
Dagar, said, “The court
awarded him a relatively lesser
punishment owing to his
advanced age. He has been
also been convicted under ST/

SC Act and for criminally
intimidating the girl.”
According to Dagar, the crime
took place on June 20,2015, in
Loni Border area. The
accused, Shiv Dutt Sharma, a
halwai, was living in a rented
accommodation in the same
building as the girl’s family.
Finding the seven-year-old girl
alone, Sharma took the child to
his room and raped her. At the
time of the crime, the girl’s
elder brother had gone outside
to play, while her two younger
siblings were present in the

room. The girl’s parents were
out for work, the counsel said.
Later, the girl narrated the
crime to her parents, who in
turn, lodged a complaint at the
Loni Border police station. The
medical examination
confirmed rape, and the
accused was arrested and sent
to jail. Sharma has been
lodged in the jail since then. The
girl’s statement before the
police and the magistrate
proved crucial. Her statement
was intact in the court during
testimony, he added.
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Four pose as cops, lure 70-
year-old to give her rings

NOIDA: Gold bracelets and
diamond-studded rings worth
Rs 4 lakh were allegedly taken
away from a 70-year-old
woman by four men who
identified themselves as cops
in Noida Sector 31 on Tuesday.
Manjit Vasudeva, whose
husband is a retired major
general of the Army, said she
was travelling in a cycle
rickshaw to the Sector 25
market around 10.30am when
the four men in plainclothes
stopped her. “They identified
themselves as cops and told
me that wearing jewellery was
not safe due to a rise in cases
of loot,” she said. The four

Rs 15 lakh lost as
Ghatlodia house burgled

Ahmedabad: A 60-year-old
industrialist from the Ghatlodia
area of the city on Wednesday
filed an FIR for a burglary at
his locked house, where items
worth Rs 15 lakh are missing.
Vijay Rotwani, who runs a unit
manufacturing plastic items in
Santej, told police that his family
members and he had gone to
Noida to meet his daughter on
Friday. The Rotwanis returned
to  their house in
Karmcharinagar in Ghatlodia
on Tuesday and found the door
leading to their drawing room
open. As they went to other
rooms, they found that the
house had been ransacked and
the cupboards opened.

allegedly told the rickshaw-
puller to leave and asked the
woman to remove the gold
bracelet and four diamond-
studded rings. “They asked me
to put them inside an envelope
and hand them over for
checking,” she said. Manjit
suspected foul play and asked
the four to show their identity
cards. One of them flashed a
card from a distance, which
she could not see properly.
“They forced me to hand over
the jewellery. I gave them,
fearing for my safety. They
took away the envelope and
came back with one that had
fake jewellery.

NBCC readying Rs 15,000 crore plan to finish Amrapali, Jaypee flats

NEW DELHI: NBCC, the
public sector construction
company, is readying a Rs
15,000 crore plan to complete
apartments that were to be
delivered by Amrapali Group
and Jaypee Infratech and will
seek support from the Noida
Authority in the form of
suspension of payments from
builders. Sources told TBC that
the state-run company has
estimated the cost of completing
the much-delayed Amrapali
apartments at around Rs 7,000
crore, while another Rs 8,000
crore would be required to
complete Jaypee Infratech flats
and villas, some of which were
booked around a decade ago.
The Centre and the UP

Lo
government have set up a panel
headed by Union housing
secertary D S Mishra, which
roped in NBCC to work out the
plan to complete delayed flats
by three builders, including The
3Cs Group. While NBCCis not
keen to take over the
companies, it is open to the idea
ofbeing a project management
consultant. While the assets will
remain with the company, the
government and NBCC are

looking at the possibility of
nominees on the boards of the
companies to ensure that they
have complete control over the
affairs of the company and the
promoters do not unduly
interfere. “The details of the
structure will be worked out
including, how the government
nominees can have veto
powers in certain matters,”
said a government official,
adding that the entire model will
be “self-financing”. The plan
is to get the Homebuyers , with
payments due to put in money
into as well as raise some
resources which will flow into
adedicated account that will be
used only for completing the
projects.

VIP duty, training leave only 166 tratfic cops on Noida roads

NOIDA: With the ongoing
monsoon bringing tough times
for the city’s motorists, the
Noida traffic police also
continue to grapple with
manpower shortage. For a
population of around 15 lakh,
Noida traffic police currently
have only 166 cops, of which
many remain on VIP duty
intermittently, and 70 traffic
marshals. Officials said the
manpower shortage worsened
after the Noida Authority, on
July 14, withdrew the 252
marshals and 26 home guards
it had provided to the traffic
police. While the Noida
Authority had sanctioned the
traffic marshals only for two

months, Gautam Budh Nagar
district magistrate BN Singh
and SSP Ajay Pal Sharma have
recently requested the
Authority to re-employ them,
keeping in mind the city’s
traffic situation. The DM told
TBC that he has requested the
Authority to extend the tenure
of the marshals. “The
Authority has sought certain
details on the proposal which
the SSP will provide to them,”
he said. An officials source,

After showers, open panel boxes,
no street lights trouble residents

NOIDA: Sector 51 RWA
complain power cables and all
bus bars melted/burmnt/damaged,
while sector 30 RWA and
sector 122 residents demand
fixing of non-functioning street
lights in the respective sectors.
“The electrical panel of
children's park has been
damaged due to recent
showers where the main
MCCB, all CTs, cables and bus
bars were fully melted/burnt or
damaged. Hence we requested
the power department to look
into the matter for urgent repair
before any accident occurred
in the area as the grass is still
wet along with panel boxes

etc.,” said Sanjeev Kumar
RWA general secretary sector
51. While Kumar urged cover
for panel boxes from rains
either through acrylic sheet, he
also discovered the input side
cable of UPPCL meter also
found damaged. “The meter
also needs repairing/
replacement while the
transformer oil was also found
leaked from the children's
park,” said Kumar who wrote
to project engineer Salil Yadav
on the matter. Meanwhile 30
RWA and sector 122 residents
complained about non-
functioning street lights. “While
in sector 30, D block park

there’s no light which is
working, the request for pole
lights of E 17 and D 73 has been
pending for long,” said Parmod
Verma, sector 30 RWA
president. Residents from
sectors 120 to 122 have also
raised similar concerns of no
street lights working in the entire
stretch of the main road leading
to the sector. “We as daily
commuters are tired of facing
no street lights on the main road
which of sector 120 to 122. The
street light is only briefly there
at Amrapali market in sector
120 but again not there on the
Gaur Grandeur apartment road
which is usually dark.

however, said the Authority is
also looking into the cost factor
as each traffic marshal and
home guard was being paid by
it. “The SSP has been asked
to inform till when they would
be requiring the marshals,” the
source said. When contacted,
Noida Authority CEO Alok
Tandon confirmed that the
marshals had been sanctioned
only for two months. “Based
on the results achieved, the
district police can make out a
case for additional traffic
personnel to their higher ups,”
he said. However, there has
been no assurance from the
state government on when
additional force can be

provided to the district. The
lack of personnel hampered
the traffic police’s attempts to
deploy personnel at every
Jjunction and U-turns of the city.
And this lack of staffhas come
in the way of the traffic cops
trying to experiment with
technology such as issuing e-
challans and installing cameras
at strategic points that can
detect traffic signal violation.
As the Noida traffic police are
also asked to pitch in for most
of the VIP duties, officials say
that the force requires
constable-level staff soon.
“Some 98 of our constables
had gone to Lucknow on VIP

duty.

Two killed in bid to save dog
on Agra-Lucknow expressway

AGRA: Two people were
killed and two others were
injured in a road accident on
Agra-Lucknow expressway
near Wazidpur village under
Dauki police jurisdiction inAgra
district on Thursday. Officials
said that the victims were
traveling in a car and were
coming from Noida. The
deceased were identified as
Shivani (28) and Ravi (40). The
identity of those injured could
not be established. Nitin
Kasana, SHO of Dauki police
station, said, “The victims were
on their way to Sitapur district
when the driver of the car
spotted a stray dag on the road.
In a bid to save the animal, he

took a sharp turn due to which
the vehicle overturned.” Earlier
too, several accidents have
been reported from the 302-km-
long expressway due to stray
animals. In fact, on July 22,
former chief minister Akhilesh
Yadav tweeted pictures of
cattle on the expressway while
raising concern over
commuters’ safety. . A recent
RTI reply revealed that from
August 1, 2017 to March 31,
2018, 853 accidents have been
reported from the stretch
claiming 100 lives. The freeway
was inaugurated on December
23,2016 and toll services on it
were started from January 19
this year.
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