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From 2015-17, Ghaziabad
crime rate went up by 30%

GHAZIABAD: The crime
rate in Ghaziabad went up by
30% between 2015 and 2017,
according to data released by
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) on Tuesday.
While there were 6,441
incidents of crime in 2015,
the number went up to 8,105
in 2016 and 8,300 in 2017.
The NCRB, under the Union
ministry of home affairs, is
responsible for collecting and
analysing crime data, as
defined by the Indian Penal
Code and special and local
laws of the country. The
bureau has released data
after a gap of two years.
Although the number of

murders has gone down from
59 in 2016 to 52 in 2017,
criminals have largely
remained unchecked, with
the number of serious
offences such as kidnapping,
attempt to  murder,
harassment and others going
up. Cases registered under
IPC sections related to
kidnapping and abduction
jumped significantly from 368
in 2016 to 532 in 2017.
Similarly, attempt to murder
cases under IPC section 307
also went up from 60 to 65.
Incidents of sexual
harassment and domestic
violence have also been on the
rise in the city.
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EDITORIAL

A delayed imperative: On
BSNL-MTNL merger

The Cabinet’s approval this week for a plan to revive the
loss-making public sector telecommunications providers
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (BSNL) and Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Ltd. (MTNL) has come not a moment
too soon. From having been monopoly providers of telephone
connectivity, the state-run telcos have had to contend with
sweeping change since the opening up of the industry to
private players and entry of wireless telephony in the 1990s.
In just over two decades, the mobile phone revolution has
catapulted India to the second rank in terms of wireless
subscribers, with only China ahead. But the radical
transformation of the industry landscape — wrought by
the runaway growth in user numbers, rapid technological
advances, and bruising competition — has come at a
substantial price. The private sector saw the relatively older,
large firms using mergers and acquisitions to consolidate
as smaller rivals found themselves unable to cope with bitter
tariff wars and the capital costs of bidding for spectrum
and upgrading their technologies. BSNL, for its part, was
saddled with the legacy of having been a large-scale
provider of jobs as well as state-mandated connectivity to
remote corners of the country. It is in the fulfilment of the
state’s social objectives that the public sector enterprises
(PSEs) racked up substantial costs, which the Centre’s
revival plan aims to help address.

The proposal includes the allotment of critical spectrum to
the two PSEs for offering fourth-generation wireless
services, including broadband. The Centre will fund the
spectrum’s cost through an infusion of 20,140 crore of capital
while also bearing the related GST levy of 3,674 crore.
And besides providing a sovereign guarantee on 15,000
crore of long-term bonds, which would help the firms
restructure debt and partly fund expenses, the government
will extend budgetary support of 17,169 crore for ex-gratia
payments on a crucial voluntary retirement scheme. A lot
will hinge on this VRS plan given that BSNL’s workforce
of over 1,65,000 employees end up cornering about 75%
of'the telco’s total income. The Cabinet has also given an
‘in-principle’ nod for the two PSEs to merge, a move that
would add market heft to the merged entity. A successful
revival of BSNL will have far-reaching implications for the
industry, this at a time when two of the three surviving
private players are faced with not only sliding market share
but a government bill of about 75,000 crore following the
loss ofa legal challenge. The reach of its network, especially
in remote parts, makes BSNL a “strategic asset” that has
national security implications given its role in serving the
armed forces and responding to natural disasters. The
revival plan, even if years late, is a clear recognition by the
government of this indisputable fact.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Since April, GMC has got 8 cr in general taxes

GHAZIABAD: The civic
body has collected Rs 8 crore
in general taxes since April this
year, officials said. The
Ghaziabad municipal
corporation (GMC) in UP now
plans to start a drive from next
month in an attempt to collect
the remaining Rs 27 crore from
about 3,150 defaulters. At the
beginning of the fiscal, the tax
target was set at Rs 35 crore.
Of'the amount, Rs 13 crore is
pending with different
government bodies and the
rest is pending with residents.
Chief tax assessment officer
Sanjeev Kumar Sinha said

general tax is applicable to
everyone who lives under the
jurisdiction of the civic body
and if one pays up by
November 30 this year, the
person can get a 10%
discount. He added that soon,
a demand notice would be
issued to the defaulters asking
them to pay up within 15 days
after receiving it. In case
there is no response, their
properties could be sealed.
There is also a possibility that
sewer and water connections
of such properties would be
disconnected, he said.
According to officials, there

Family held at knifepoint,
gang of S robs house

GREATER NOIDA: Five
men allegedly robbed the house
of a farmers’ leader in
Rabupura’s Mirzapur village in
the early hours of Friday, police
said on Saturday. The men fled
with Rs 5 lakh in cash,
jewellery and other valuables
after allegedly holding the
family members hostage for
about half an hour. Surjan
Singh, a farmer leader from
Dankaur block, told the police
that he was sleeping when the
incident happened around 1.30
a.m. “The men locked up all
the gates of the house from the
outside and then entered by
jumping the boundary wall.

Video of stray’s capture,
beating leads to FIR

NOIDA: A video of two men
beating up a stray dog
trapped in a net in an upscale
housing society in Sector 49
has gone viral, prompting
police to book some residents
and office-bearers of the
apartment owners association
for the “inhuman” act.
Allegedly, one of the accused
residents of Hyde Park
society, Abhishek Tiwari,
threatened the district head of
People for Animals, Kaveri
Rana, for approaching cops
against them, claiming to be a
local BJP functionary.
Abhishek allegedly told
Kaveri that they were
“evicting” the strays from the
society due to a rise in the
number of dog bite cases.

They entered a room where
Singh’s wife and mother were
sleeping. The accused men
held the victim’s wife at
knifepoint,” said Ranvijay
Singh, SP (rural). They asked
the woman about the place
where cash and other
valuables had been kept in the
house. The men then broke
open their locker and
allegedly fled with the
valuables. Later, Singh called
up the police on the
emergency number and a
team was sent to the spot,
Singh said. “Prima facie, it
seems that a local gang is
involved in the robbery.

are 3.68 lakh establishments
on which the civic body
imposes the general tax and
there are many defaulters
who have not paid taxes for
about 10 years. Recently,
residents of highrise
apartments in Raj Nagar
Extension had raised objection
to GMC collecting the general
tax and threatened to
approach the court. They had
said that till the civic body
takes responsibility for the
township’s upkeep and
development work, charging
tax on the residents would
amount to cheating.

Sculptures and
murals to adorn
Noida city and parks

NOIDA: In its beautification
drive, the Noida authority will
install sculptures and murals
at major intersections, entry
points and parks across the
city. For this, the authority has
begun the tendering process
(invited expression of
interests) amongst its 10
empanelled agencies which
will end on November 6. Work
1s expected to begin in
December or January next
year. “Noida is currently
undergoing a beautification
drive for which plans are to
install sculptures, murals,
facade lighting and paint
underpasses, metro pillars etc.

Noida-Delhi traffic: A new
experiment at Udyog Marg

NOIDA: In a move that is
set to affect commuters
travelling between Delhi and
Noida, the traffic police have
put in place a diversion on a
portion of Udyog Marg, one
of'the busiest roads in the city.
With the latest “experiment”,
the traffic cops have blocked
a turn on the road that will
prevent commuters using
Udyog Marg from taking a
right turn to go towards Delhi
via New Ashok Nagar.
Instead, they will have to first
take a left via the service road
and travel straight towards the
Noida Sector 15 metro station
and then take a U-turn. The
U-turn, which is under the
metro station, can be used to

travel towards Delhi after
merging with the traffic
approaching Sector 16.
Meanwhile, the commuters
travelling from Delhi towards
Noida will still be able to travel
straight, just without merging
into the traffic approaching
from the right. SP (traffic) Anil
Jhatold TBC that the decision
has been taken to ease
vehicular traffic on the
stretch, which witnesses
regular congestion during
peak hours. “The volume of
traffic coming from Udyog
Marg that takes the right turn
is relatively lower compared
to the number of vehicles
approaching Noida from
Delhi.
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5 endangered owls cramped up in
bucket rescued, 2 smugglers held

GHAZIAB AD: Five owls
belonging to an endangered
species were rescued from
Ghaziabad on Tuesday and
two men were also arrested
for allegedly smuggling them.
Police said these owls are sold
in lakhs in the black market.
According to the police, the
demand for owls increases
around Diwali as they are used
for sacrificial purposes on the
festival. Two men were also
arrested for allegedly
smuggling owls The two
smugglers Sumit Kumar and
Pradeep Kumar were arrested
during a checking drive in

Scribe covering ‘robbery’
says was manhandled by
sub inspector

GREATER NOIDA: A fake
robbery and misbehaviour with
ajournalist turned the Dankaur
police station into a protest site
on Wednesday. First, a tractor
driver allegedly made off with
farmers’ money he claimed had
been stolen. Then, a journalist
who was covering the case was
allegedly manhandled by a sub
inspector. It started with
Deepak Singh, 23, who was on
his way back from a grain
market in Delhi’s Narela after
selling wheat on behalf of
several farmers. Police started
searching the tractor and said
Deepak fled during the search,
while Tayal alleged they had
deliberately let him go.

Vaishali’s Sector 5. The birds
were found cramped up in a
bucket. They have been
handed over to the forest
department for their
conservation, said police.
According to a belief, if an owl
is sacrificed in a house during
Lakshmi puja, the goddess will
be forced to “stay” with the
family. “Owls are not only
sacrificed, but talismans
containing parts like talons and
bones of the bird are also sold
at a high price. They are also
used in black magic. The
accused were on their way to
deliver the bird to a person.

Class 11 girl falls to
death from 15th-floor
flatin Noida

NOIDA: A 16-year-old girl died
after falling from the balcony of
her 15th-floor flat in Amrapali
Silicon City late on Tuesday
night. The girl, who was a Class
11 student of Ryan International
School in Sector 39, was taken
to Kailash hospital, Sector 27,
where she was declared
brought dead. The teenager
lived with her parents, younger
brother and grandmother. The
incident happened around 11pm
on Tuesday, police said. They
were informed about it on
Wednesday morning by the
hospital.

Shootouts more than twice as last year

GHAZIABAD: The district
police was involved in 85
encounters between January
and September this year and
110 arrests were made
following the operations,
according to data. The
number of encounters is more
than double the number in the
same period last year when 34
encounters had been
recorded. Between January
and September 2017, 27
encounters had taken place.
As many as 40 police officers
were also injured in gunfights
this year, which is highest in
the past three years. After
Yogi Adityanath became the

Four held for thefts in factories

NOIDA: The Noida
Authority and apparel
industries in the city have
come together to install green
sculptures near the entry/exit
gates across Noida. A small
garden with five green
structures has been planned
near the Chilla entry gate and
a similar space would be
created at the Electronic City
entrance. Officials said the
aim is to beautify the city and
have more green areas in an
attempt to curb pollution.
“The Chilla gate structures
are a pilot project and they are
still being made. The garden
is likely to be inaugurated in
the first week of November.

40,000 rotis a day: Modern kitchen
for Ghaziabad's Dasna jail

GHAZIABAD: Dasna jail,
which is overflowing with
inmates, will undergo a revamp
over the next few months. The
UP government has approved
a budget of Rs 2.25 crore to
add more capacity to the jail.
The money has been allocated
for setting up a tubewell,
network of water supply pipes
and renovating the existing
kitchen completely. Set up in
1993, Dasna jail currently is
crowded almost three times its
original capacity. The
remaining 71 prisons across
the state are packed 1.74 times
their capacity on an average.
During inspections by senior
officials, the staff deputed for

cooking food at Dasna
frequently raised objections
about amenities and hygiene. A
proposal to modernise the
kitchen was sent to the
government along with a list of
other work that needs to be
done. The other prominent
issue that the jail faces on a
regular basis is water-logging.
Acting on the proposal, the state
government had on October 25
decided to set aside Rs 1.7
crore for renovating and
construction of a new kitchen
and Rs 54.42 lakh for other
work. “Over Rs 54 lakh would
be utilised for constructing a
tubewell and laying down a
network of water pipes.

Soon, we may have small
gardens at other points in the
city as well,” said Rajeev
Tyagi, the general manager,
Noida Authority. The metal
wire frame is ready and
artificial flowers and plants
are being used around it
temporarily. These would be
replaced by plants that will
take some time to grow. The
garden will be mainta-ined by
the representatives from the
apparel industry. “We have
started planting in the area.
The plants will be permanent
and would be pruned only
when required. The frames
are already a hit as we saw
several people taking pictures

Greater Noida industry
body to hire architect for
commercial plot design

GREATER NOIDA: The
Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA) will hold a design/
drawing competition where
architects including students of
architecture are invited to
participate and submit designs
for two commercial plots in
Knowledge Park-II. The
winning design will be floated
for tendering for the
development of the commercial
area. “We have invited
registered architects and
students pursuing architecture
in India to participate in
Architectural Design
Competition for commercial
space in Knowledge Park 11.

near them when we placed
diyas at the spot on Diwali
eve-ning,” said Lalit Thukral,
an apparel factory owner.
Thukral added that the green
sculptures of women in long
and flowing gowns are a way
of giving back to the city,
which is now a hub for the
apparel industry. The Uttar
Pradesh government’s plan to
promote local and popular
industries through the “one
district, one product” scheme
includes apparel and ready-
made garments as product
from Gautam Budh Nagar.
“Noida is already the city of
apparel, and we plan to make
it the city of fashion soon.

chief minister, he had said the
police will have full freedom
to deal with rising crime rates
in the state. Soon after, the
police department launched
“operation clean” in an
attempt to keep tabs on
criminal activities and curb
crimes. The highest number
of encounters between 2017
and 2019 (January to
September) were reported
from Sahibabad. Eighteen
encounters took place and
Sahibabad police teams
arrested 48 people. In Sihani
Gate, 17 encounters have
taken place and 33 people
have been arrested.

Give UP-Rera more
teeth, don’t let NCLT
interfere, urge buyers

NOIDA: Homebuyers in
Gautam Budh Nagar have
submitted an eight-point
proposal suggesting ways
to improve the UP-Rera
Act ahead of the real
estate regulatory
authority’s first convention,
to be held in Lucknow on
November 4. “We have
submitted eight suggestions
for alteration of the Act.
First, National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT)
should not interfere in the
real estate sector. Second,
UP-Rera should be
involved to complete stalled
projects.

Green sculptures to welcome you to Noida

Noida: The Noida Authority
and apparel industries in the
city have come together to
install green sculptures near
the entry/exit gates across
Noida. A small garden with five
green structures has been
planned near the Chilla entry
gate and a similar space would
be created at the Electronic
City entrance. Officials said
the aim is to beautify the city
and have more green areas in
an attempt to curb pollution.
“The Chilla gate structures are
apilot project and they are still
being made. The garden is
likely to be inaugurated in the
first week of November. Soon,
we may have small gardens at
other points in the city as well,”

said Rajeev Tyagi, the general
manager, Noida Authority. The
metal wire frame is ready and
artificial flowers and plants are
being used around it
temporarily. These would be
replaced by plants that will take
some time to grow. The garden
will be mainta-ined by the
representatives from the
apparel industry. “We have
started planting in the area.
The plants will be permanent
and would be pruned only
when required. The frames are
already a hit as we saw several
people taking pictures near
them when we placed diyas at
the spot on Diwali eve-ning,”
said Lalit Thukral, an apparel
factory owner.



6 | SMS TBAM to 57575

www.tbcgzb.com

m¢.
TIRUPATI BALAN CHROMICLE

Ghaziabad, 27 October to 2 November 2019

Man held in ‘encounter’ was handed to cops three days earlier

GHAZIABAD: On October
17, residents of Vaishali’s
Sector 3 manage to nab Akash
during a robbery attempt. But
police records from three days
later, October 20, state Akash
was arrested during an
‘encounter’ with cops at a
check post in the Indirapuram
area. How did a man who was
handed over to police come to
be arrested in a purported
encounter? And if he indeed
was, how did he go free? The
credibility of police claims on
‘encounters’ is being
questioned on social media
forums with videos that local
residents had shot of the
capture of Akash on October

17. The residents have
confronted police with
evidence to point out that their
claim of nabbing Akash during
an ‘encounter’ was dubious;
among other things, Akash is
seen wearing the same clothes
on the day of his capture on
October 17 and the photograph
released by police after the
‘encounter’ on October 20. On
October 17, Akash and one of
his associates were in the
Vaishali area to commit a
robbery. They targeted a
locked house in Sector 3 in the
afternoon and were caught
red-handed. Mobile camera
footage of his capture shows
Akash wearing blue denims

Noida man gets nails hammered
into his feet for 'loan recovery'

GREATER NOIDA: A 35-
year-old man allegedly tied
chains around his legs and got
nails hammered into his feet to
frame a neighbour who was
apparently refusing to repay a
loan. Around 6am on Monday,
passersby had found Amiruddin
groaning from behind a line of
bushes along the Dadri bypass
near Dhoom-Manikpur village.
As blood trickled from the
portion of his feet where the
nails had been pierced, he was
rushed to Mohan Swaroop
Hospital in Badalpur. The story
that he allegedly cooked up
before police and the extent of
the torture he claimed led to an

urgent investigation into what
cops believed was a case of
brutal torture. But by the end
of'it, Amiruddin, the victim, had
become Amiruddin, the
accused. He was found guilty
of misleading the cops and
eventually arrested late on
Tuesday. “We found several
loopholes in his statements.
After sustained questioning, he
confessed he had hired men to
fake his own abduction. He
asked his men to hammer nails
into his feet and tied chains
around the legs to make the
entire episode look real. The
man he had accused earlier of
abducting him is his employer.

and a full-sleeve yellow round-
neck vest with a vertical blue
stripe to the left that has “Under
Armour’ written in white. “The
miscreants were trying to
break open a lock. A neighbour
who thought he heard hammer
blows came out to check and
raised the alarm. When people
searched their bag, they found
a screwdriver, a small hammer
and other tools,” a resident
involved in Akash’s capture
said. However, in a note
released on October 20, police
claimed to have apprehended
Akash while he and an
associate were on a scooter.
Police claimed the two had
fired at the cops after they

were asked to stop. A photo
that the police subsequently
released of their successful
mission shows Akash, clad in
the same yellow vest and blue
denims, standing next to his
‘captors’ in khaki. Police
described Akash as one of the
accused in the murder of
Pankaj Dhawan (30), a
pharmacist with a private firm,
in his house in Govindpuram.
On August 30, some men had
entered Dhawan’s house
when he was sleeping and his
mother had gone to the market.
Dhawan’s mother had
locked the house from outside,
but the men managed to
break in.

27-year-old woman commits suicide in Noida

NOIDA: The body of a 27-
year-old woman was found
hanging from a ceiling fan inside
her house here on Tuesday,
police said. Sonam Lal, a
resident of Sector 12 here,
worked at a consultancy firm in
Delhi's Karol Bagh, they said.
"Her body was found hanging
inside a room of the house. A
purported suicide note was
recovered from the spot in which
she stated that nobody was to
be blamed for her taking the
extreme step," an official from
Sector 24 police station said.
"The woman has apologised to
her mother for ending her life
and sought her forgiveness in the
note," the official added. The
body was sent for postmortem

and further probe was
underway, police said. In a
separate incident, a 24-year-old
woman was hospitalised after
she allegedly tried to end her life
by consuming a liquid
disinfectant. Mary, who hails
from Odisha but presently lives
in Hoshiarpur village here,
consumed the liquid around 7.30
pm and was rushed to a local
private hospital. But was later
referred to Safdarjung hospital in
Delhi, an official from Sector 49
police station said. "Her condition
is stable now and she is out of
danger. The cause of her suicide
bid is yet to be ascertained. Her
family has been informed and
further proceedings are
underway," he said.

Full resurfacing of Noida expressway for first time

NOIDA: ‘Dabangg’ is fine for
Bollywood but not your car or
bike. Neither are stickers that
announce your caste to the
world. This is the message
Noida police sent out to
motorists in the city ahead of
Diwali by penalising more than
250 drivers whose vehicles
sported such stickers. Using
stickers that affix a certain
‘personality’ to cars is a
widespread practice in Delhi-
NCR. Finding a kindred spirit
in the Bollywood crusader,
Chulbul Pandey, may not just
end in quiet admiration: it’s quite
likely that a ‘Dabangg Boy’
sticker will be the next step,
advertised on the windscreen or

the registration plate.113 people
were challaned for having
casteist displays on vehicles, 91
were fined for display of
“aggressive” words It’s a clear
violation of the Motor Vehicles
Act that police have been
largely ignoring. “The practice
of writing aggressive remarks
or casteist words on number
plates needs to be discouraged.
Such writings create a feeling
of insecurity among people and
become a nuisance. Hence, we
have taken action against
them,” Noida police chief
Vaibhav Krishna said. More
than 250 bikers and car drivers
were penalised in Noida and
Greater Noida on Friday as part

of the ongoing ‘Operation
Clean’, police said. While 113
people, including 100 in the city
area, were challaned for having
casteist displays on their
vehicles, as many as 91 people,
including 78 in the city area,
were fined for having
“aggressive” words on their
vehicles, officials said. More
than 50 people were fined for
tampering with registration
plates to make the numbers look
like a word or simply
emblazoning caste names and
other terms or phrases (like
‘Numberdaar’and ‘Dad’s gift’)
on the plates. The fine for a first
offence is Rs 300 and Rs 500
for a repeat offence. Moreover,

nearly 150 vehicle owners,
including 138 bikers, were
penalised for various other
violations of the Motor Vehicles
Act. Krishna, who received
praise on Twitter for the
crackdown, said, “The drive
was to give a message to those
who like to flaunt their caste on
their vehicles or use
‘derogatory’ words, those who
don’t care to change their
damaged number plates and
criminals who tamper with
registration plates.” Police said
similar action would continue in
the coming days and appealed
to people to abide by the law
and follow traffic rules for
hassle-free movement.
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Blaze in Ghaziabad's Indirapuram
seventh-floor flat triggers panic

GHAZIABAD: A fire broke
out inside a locked 7th-floor flat
at a residential society in
Indirapuram on Wednesday,
causing panic among residents.
Scores of people rushed out of
their flats fearing that the blaze
would spread to their homes.
Nobody was injured in the fire,
the cause of which is
uncertain. According to the fire
department, the blaze started
in a flat in Niho Scottish
Garden society around 4pm on
Wednesday. The family of
Manmohan Sablok, who owns
the flat, wasn’t at home at that
time. Sablok and his wife and

National forensic
university to come up
in Greater Noida

GNOIDA: A national forensic
university has been proposed for
Greater Noida, near the central
police university that was
announced last month, Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) officials
said on Saturday. The Authority
has started looking for a suitable
plot for the institution. Officials
from GNIDA said that the
Ministry of Home Affairs has
asked for the land to be identified
close to the proposed national
police university. Last month,
MHA had announced the setting
up of the country’s first central
police university in Greater
Noida.

son run a dental clinic in Delhi.
Chief fire officer Sunil Kumar
Singh said they were informed
at 4.10pm and three fire
tenders were dispatched. “The
team took over two hours to
douse the flames,” Singh
added. “Some residents tried
to put out the blaze with fire
extinguishers, but couldn’t. We
threw buckets of water at the
flames,” said Sumit Kumar, a
resident. In the meantime,
some residents broke into the
flat and tried to douse the
flames with extinguishers until
the fire tenders arrived around
4.30pm.

Ghaziabad roadside
houses may be allowed
commerial activity

GHAZIABAD: Commercial
activity could soon be allowed
in all ground-floor housing units
located by the roadside across
the city. A proposal to this
effect has been sent to the state
government for its approval.
Currently, the Ghaziabad
Development Authority (GDA)
allows commercial activity only
on six streets, also called ‘Bazar
Streets’ Hapur Road to Rail
Road, Ghanta Ghar to Rail
Road, Turabnagar to
Ramteram Road, Delhi Gate to
Dasna, Ghanta Ghar to Sihani
Gate and a street near Old Bus
Adda.

Foreign firms willing to invest, to
create 1 lakh jobs in 2 years: GNIDA

GREATER NOIDA: Riding
on the relaxed foreign direct
investment (FDI) norms, the
Greater Noida Authority is
expecting to generate close to
1.25 lakh jobs over the next two
years. Officials said they are
in talks with about 60 foreign
companies that are interested
in setting up manufacturing
facilities around Delhi and are
confident of convincing at least
30 of them to start operations
within 2021.Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) CEO
Narendra Bhooshan, who
visited China in September as

Chess player dies as iron rod in hand touches power line

GHAZIABAD: A FIDE-
rated chess player who had
been overseeing construction
work in his house in Kavi
Nagar area was electrocuted
on Friday evening when an
iron rod he was pulling from
the second to the third floor
touched an electricity supply
line next to the building. The
accident occurred around 8pm.
At the time, Raj Kumar (42),
who also owned a chess
academy in Ghaziabad besides
being an international arbiter,
was standing on the second
floor of his house in
Govindapuram while the
construction work was going
on at the third floor, police said.
“As he was helping a

Noida’s power problems its own doing,
government must fix supply infrastructure

NOIDA: Although Noida is
supposed to be a “no power cut
zone”, residents often
complain about frequent
outages that are mostly due to
local faults, as a result of
deteriorating infrastructure and
lack of upkeep of equipment,
like transformers, cables and
electric polls. Despite several
complaints, little has been done
to address the issues, most
residents said. “I have sent
many emails to the power
minister and the MD of
UPVVNL (managing director,
Uttar Pradesh Vidyut Viteran
Nigam Limited) and posted
numerous tweets about lack of
proper upkeep of power

equipment in the area. But the
situation remains the same. A
transformer installed near our
main gate leads to blocking of
the service road. It is a disaster
waiting to happen,” said Sujit
Pandey RWA president, Express
View Apartments, Sector 93. In
Sector 92, almost 70% of the
feeder pillars are not safe and
have open panels with loose
cables. “One main distribution
control room near the
community centre is unattended.
It needs regular cleaning and
doors or shutters. The panels
have not been replaced in years
and no periodic maintenance is
done,” said SK Jain, resident,
Sector 92.

construction worker pull an
iron rod to the third floor, the
latter slipped on the staircase
and the bar came in touch with
a wire carrying 1100 KV of
electricity. The current passed
through the rod and he was
electrocuted,” said Anil Kumar
Shahi, Kavi Nagar SHO. Raj
Kumar was rushed to a nearby
hospital with severe burn
injuries, where he succumbed
during treatment. “Police
investigation is underway. The
body has been sent for an
autopsy and the report is
awaited,” the SHO said. But
as news of his death spread in
the area, family members and
local residents vented out their
anger against the power

NCR industries not
operating on PNG

to shut for a week

NEW DELHI: Industries not
operating on Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) will be shut from
Saturday till the end of
October, especially in the
high-priority areas in
Gurugram, Noida and
Faridabad, the CPCB-led
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) task force decided
on Thursday. Earlier, Central
Pollution Control Board had
identified seven areas in
National Capital Region
where preventive measures
should be taken between
October 15 and 31. Only
power stations will be
exempted.

department for “negligence”
on its part. “We have given a
written complaint to the police
to take action against the
electricity official in charge of
the area. If cops fail to take
action, then we will stage a
protest against the police and
electricity departments,” a
family member said. Jai Singh,
aresident, said, “Many a time,
we have complained about
uncovered live electric wires
hanging from poles in the
area, but power department
officials just don’t bother to
address our concerns.”
Originally from Bihar, Raj
Kumar is survived by his wife
and two daughters, aged 15
years and 7 years.

a member of the UP
government delegation for
investment promotion, said,
“During the visit, we focused
on convincing mobile parts and
components manufacturers to
open facilities in Gautam Budh
Nagar. A lot of Chinese
companies, particularly mobile
brands, which have been
operating in Greater Noida find
it difficult to procure parts. We
want to ensure end-to-end
production locally.”Big ticket
investments started creating
buzz from 2017 soon after
OPPO established an 110-acre
assembly unit in Greater Noida.

DJs to go silent:
Noida to enforce

high court ban
NOIDA: Disc jockeys (DJs),
who were banned in the state by
the Allahabad high court in
August, on Wednesday failed to
get any respite from both the
judiciary and the authorities.
While the Supreme Court,
terming disc jockeying “‘anoise-
making system, rightly banned”,
denied urgent hearing on a plea
by one ‘Sunburn Festival’ against
the HC directive, the GB Nagar
districtadministration ordered that
the ban be implemented with
immediate effect, and should
continue after Diwali, in the
wedding season, as well as during
Christmas and New Year
celebrations.

Roadmap to connect IGI, Jewar airports
proposes multiple changeovers

GREATER NOIDA: Travel
routes  between the
international airports in Jewar
and Delhi could cover
anything between 78km and
100km and involve taking the
metro, train and the RRTS,
state-run  engineering
consultancy RITES Limited
has suggested. On
Wednesday, RITES submitted
three proposals to the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA) to connect the two
airports. The first suggested
the route will incorporate a
new metro line — from Jewar
airport to New Ashok Nagar
—on the Blue Line. This will

go via Yamuna Expressway
and Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway. Then, the route
will link New Ashok Nagar
and Aerocity via Sarai Kale
Khan. This will be through the
proposed Delhi-Meerut RRTS
corridor. The final 4km —
from Aerocity to the IGI
airport — will be linked
through automated people
movers (a small-scale
automated transit system for
small distances like those in
large airports or theme parks).
YEIDA officials said the
Delhi airport has proposed
APMs soon. A shuttle service
is already available between
IGI and Aerocity.
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