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Fire at Maruti showroom
Meerut Road, 26 cars damaged

GHAZIABAD: A massive fire
broke out at a car showroom at
10am near Delhi Public School on
Meerut Road on Sunday, police
said. The cops added that there
were no injuries in the incident.
The fire department took over an
hour to control the situation, but
four cars were completely burnt.
The fire department suspect
short circuit to be the reason
behind the blaze. Chief fire officer
(CFO) Sunil Kumar Singh said
three fire tenders from several
areas were initially sent to the
Maruti Suzuki showrrom. “It took
a total of 10 fire tenders an hour
to douse the flame,” he said The
firemen said four cars — parked
in the car showroom — were
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completely destroyed Twenty-51x
cars were damaged, an official
said, adding that the firm suffered
aloss of over Rs 1 crore. “We have

saved 150 cars in the showroom.
At the time of the incident, some
employees were inside the
showroom,” he added. An
employee said the fire broke out
at the second floor. “Documents
kept on the second floor have
been damaged,” he added.
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EDITORIAL

Easing off: On coronavirus
situation in India

As 2020 draws to a close, Indians will look forward to the
new year with wariness and hope after suffering one of the
worst years in history, health-wise (nearly 1,48,000
registered deaths due to COVID-19) and economically (loss
of livelihoods). The pandemic continues to rage — daily
infections and deaths are scaling fresh peaks in Europe, the
U.S. is closing in on 20 million confirmed cases and 3.4 lakh
deaths and in some countries in Latin America, cases have
remained high and are rising. In contrast, while India still
registers the highest number of daily infections and deaths
in Asia, the daily rate has come down significantly to a seven
day rolling average of less than 24,000 cases and 250 deaths
between December 20-26, from the peak of close to a lakh
and more than a 1,000 deaths a day in mid-September. These
are much lower numbers compared to the U.S. and
comparably fewer than those registered in the larger
countries in Europe and Latin America. India still tests a
middling number: 732 tests and 15.8 confirmed cases per
million people, compared to the rest of the world. The testing
numbers have fallen slightly in the past month, but the
significant drop in recorded deaths suggests that, rather
than experiencing a new peak in daily infections and deaths,
India still remains in the “down phase” since the September
peak. That the case and death curves are headed further
south is a good sign for the health infrastructure.

While no other country barring the U.S. has reached or
crossed the per day peak of nearly one lakh cases that India
registered in September, the lower number of cases registered
recently even as the country eased its physical distancing
measures and travel restrictions and went through a festive
season might come as a surprise. But as virologists Jacob
John and M.S. Seshadri have argued, the peaking in
September denoted the pandemic’s widespread nature in
urban and semi-urban areas and was reflected even more
apparently in the ICMR’s serosurveys. These serosurveys
revealed a much higher number of undetected infections,
many of them asymptomatic, before the September peak. As
the virus ravaged the urban centres and spread to rural
areas, the virologists estimated that nearly a third of the
population had already been exposed, indicating that half
of the “herd immunity” level required to end the spread had
already been reached by mid-September. This explains why
daily case and fatality rates stay low and also suggests that
after India begins its vaccination drive, the epidemic should
ease further and could become endemic. This does not
lessen the dangers of local outbreaks and the complications
of the spread of new variants from abroad. The standard
safety measures — mask wearing, hand hygiene, absence
of crowding and renewed testing and tracing — must remain.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

RWA body drops key members,
deputy registrar seeks response

NOIDA: More than 20 founder
and life members have objected
to Federation of Noida
Residents Welfare Association
(FONRWA) doing away with
their membership. They are also
joined by some residents
welfare associations (RWAs)
questioning FONRWA'’s new
rule of no additional social or
honorary post to be held by any
RWA member. After lifetime
members complained to Office
of Deputy Registrar Firms

Societies and Chits, Meerut on
December 11, a reply was
sought by Meerut deputy
registrar from FONRWA on
December 21 on the matter. “The
meeting which was organised by
the FONRWA on December 6
was against the bylaw rules of
the organisation when they
removed the founder and life
membership rules of the parent
RWA body of the city,” said P S
Jain, the former life member of
FONRWA.
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Farmers block Delhi-Meerut Expressway
again, give government 10 days on laws

GHAZIABAD/RUDRAPUR:
Members of the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU), who have been
protesting at UP Gate for nearly a
month, blocked the whole of
Delhi-Meerut Expressway (DME)
for five hours from llam on
Saturday. The farmers gave a 10-
day ultimatum to the Centre and
threatened massive protest if the
stalemate on the three agriculture
laws continued. As a section of
farmers blocked the expressway,
many others joined the protesters
from different districts of the state
later in the day. In Udham Singh
Nagar in Uttarakhand, 1,500
farmers were booked for allegedly
clashing with police on their way
to UP Gate to join the agitation.
BKU leader Rakesh Tikait, who
has been leading the protest at
UP Gate, on Saturday led a group
of farmers from Rampur in 100
tractor trolleys. “We have been
receiving numerous complaints
about the police stopping other

ST W IruiRerd,
fioy it STe=A BIforn
ST T IR

TR - TR A H
g9l 9 BT AH 781 o W8
21 319 TR o ey faum
H IR & Ug R HRING Uh
fth TR MSTAIRIT HHArNY
I BAR - FBTS AIDI A
I IS BT ARMY AT
g1 9 9dg § TR I1gh
TS B | g BT IR 7
D G& Bl b AITST Bl
e garar ® SiR SHD &I
I, T 9TE 3R o ol of
fasrr TR o9 § erikg € |
ST 5 ST & srgulerd wEd
2| oIfed Sevew efior
AT § | ITRMYT &7 dT8 B8
ATE 9 W9 § 3R IR )
g ST 2 |

s

farmers from reaching the protest
site. | went to Rampur myself and
brought farmers to the protest
site,” said Tikait. “We have also
given 10 days to the Centre to
come up with something concrete

on the farm laws. If the
government fails to do so, we will
intensify our protest and gherao
the houses of BJP MPs one by
one,” he added. According to a
rough estimate, more than 3,000
farmers are camping at UP Gate
currently, but their numbers are
expected to swell with many more
joining the movement from other
areas. Through Saturday, the
police remained on high alert,
anticipating chaos. “In view of

the heightened activities at UP
Gate, we have revisited our
strategy to maintain law and
order. The area has been divided
into seven zones and 13 sectors.
Senior police officers and the
district magistrate himself have
been camping at the site,” an
official said. “On Saturday, we
had to divert traffic at UP Gate as
farmers had blocked the DME for
about five hours from 1lam.
Commuters were stuck in snarls
at various places,” he added.
Meanwhile, a complaint was
lodged at Kaushambi police
station on Saturday after death
threats were allegedly issued to
Tikait. “Our leader, Rakesh Tikait,
received death threats over
phone. Accordingly, we informed
the police,” said Shamsher Rana,
the media in-charge of BKU. A
police officer said, “We are taking
the matter seriously and have
formed a surveillance team to
investigate the threats.
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Sinking deep: Water table at Ghaziabad falls 12m in 4 years

GHAZIABAD: The groundwater
level in Ghaziabad has depleted
by almostl2 metres in the past
four years and experts have
warned that the district would
“stare at a water scarcity” if
measures are not taken to
replenish the waterbodies
immediately. Data sourced from
the UP government says that
groundwater in the district has
been depleting at the rate of
around 3m every year since 2016.
Four of five blocks in Ghaziabad
have been put under the
“notified” category, which means
that water here has been extracted
at a much higher rate than it has
been recharged. The extraction
rate of Ghaziabad city itself is
more than 260%. “Till last year,
the annual groundwater
depletion  rate  hovered

around1.5m. But it has almost
doubled now. There are areas
where the water table has
plummeted to as low as 48m. If
the slide continues at this rate,
we would stare at a water scarcity
in less than a decade,” said
Gemini Rao, a citybased
hydrologist. Data provided by
the UP groundwater department
showed the pre-monsoon level in
the district to be 18.7m in 2016. In
the next four year, it has gone
down to 30.6m, a drop of 12m.
Noornagar in Sihani area has seen

Sweaters, shoes and shawls: How
help is pouring in from all quarters

GHAZIABAD: Sweaters,
blankets, shawls, shoes and
even washing machines... help
is pouring in from all quarters
for the farmers protesting at UP
Gate. At a time the mercury
levels are competing with each
other every night to take the
plunge, businessmen, NGOs
and even students have come
forward with warm clothes and
other such protective gear.
These apart, about 350 water-
and air-proof tents are being set
up along the Ghaziabad-Delhi
lanes of the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway for the farmers to
spend the chilly nights free of
cost. All they would need is just
a phone number and a photo ID
card to get access to the tents.
A small group of businessmen

from Udham Singh Nagar, who
helped fund the tents, said they
came up with the idea after
learning that a number of
farmers had not been allowed by
police to bring along their
belongings. The tents are
equipped with phone chargers,
mattresses and blankets and
can withstand all types of
weather. Not just locally, the
farmers’ groups have also been
getting help from their NRI
relatives and friends.

the sharpest fall — from 29.4m in
2016, it has dropped to 48.3m this
year, a drop of 19m. It is followed
by Vijay Nagar, which has
registered a depletion of 8.5m
during the same period. Officials
said the water level was recorded
digitally at 39 places, of which 10
spots were categorised as “dry”.
“A dry spot means either the
apparatus used for recording
groundwater  level  had
malfunctioned or the water table
is so low that the recorder cannot
register the data. There are a
dozen spots where the
groundwater level has depleted
by more than Sm,” said Rahul Dev
Sharma, an engineer with the
groundwater department. Asked
how alarming the situation was
in Ghaziabad, Rao referred to a
composite water management

index report released by Niti
Aayog in 2019. The report said
that “21 Indian cities, including
Ghaziabad, may run out of
groundwater in a couple of years,
affecting a population of 100
million people”. “The latest data
on groundwater is a pointer to this.
Of five blocks here in Ghaziabad,
four have exceeded the water
extraction capacity. The use of
groundwater has been 140.9% in
Bhojpur, while it has been 132.9%
in Loni. In Ghaziabad, it is an
alarming 263.3%,” Rao said.
Reasons for the sharp decline in
water table range from vanishing
waterbodies to rampant illegal
extraction for commercial,
construction and industrial
purposes. Rapid urbanisation
has also been blamed for the
situation.

Child PGI to get new bio-safety lab for
RT-PCR tests by end of March

NOIDA: The Super Specialty
Paediatric Hospital and Post
Graduate Teaching Institute
(SSPHPGTT), Sector 30, also
known as Child PGI, is all set to
have a bio-safety level 3 (BSL-3)
lab for RT-PCR testing by March
next year. It will be the first such
lab for the district even as GIMS
too has applied for its sanction.
The Uttar Pradesh government
has sanctioned Rs 2.8 crore for
the setting up of the lab, which
will come up on a 1,200 sqft area
on the ground floor of the
institute, Child PGI chief medical
superintendent Dr DK Singh said.
He added that the lab will be
functional by April and will begin
with four-five technicians. The
lab is in addition to the National
Institute of Cancer Prevention

Rail minister seeks clarity on forest land rent from Uttar Pradesh chief minister

GNOIDA: Does the public
services department need to pay
lease rent for using forest land in
Uttar Pradesh, railways minister
Piyush Goyal has asked UP chief
minister Yogi Adityanath in a
letter on December 19, said
officials on Saturday. The matter
pertains to about 12 hectares of
forest land in Gulistanpur reserve
forest area, which will be used by
the ministry of railways to build
its flagship programme — a
dedicated freight corridor of 1.6
km . The letter was sent so that
clarity is sought on the matter
before inauguration of the
corridor on December 29, said
sources in the district
administration. The agency
executing the project, Dedicated
Freight Corridor Corporation.
had asked the district forest
officer to give them the land. After

-

1
getting permission from forest
department officials in Lucknow,
the land was diverted to the
corporation. A total of 3,750 trees
were felled due to the project. The
corporation has paid over Rs 40
crore for the land, which passes
through the core area. However,
the forest department asked the
corporation to pay Rs 4.2 crore
per annum as lease rent for using
the land. “The lease rent has
been levied as per the guidelines
of the state government as well
as provisions provided under the
Forest Conservation Act. The

state government has framed the
policy and there is little that can
be done from our end,” said the
district forest officer PK
Srivastava. Sources said the land
has been handed over on a 99-
year lease period to the
corporation and 10% of the land
cost has to be commanded as
annual rent for the diversion. The
corporation said lease rent cannot
be levied since it is being given to
one of the public
departments. Goyal said no other
state in India has raised demand
for lease rent for diversion of forest
land for both western and eastern
legs of the freight corridors. “We
have asked UP government to
consult with the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change and review the decision of
imposing lease rent like other
states,” said a senior officer.

service

3 g

and Research (NICPR) lab in
Sector 39 which is the first BSL-3
level lab in UP with a testing
capacity of 6,000 samples per day.
A BSL-3 lab can handle
potentially infected samples in a
bio-contained environment with
minimal human intervention. It also
has in-built UV light which filters
high efficiency particulate matter for
sanitisation. “It works in negative
pressure, so that the infection does
not spread to the surrounding
environment,” she said.

Woman jumps off
Noida flyover

NOIDA: Four persons in the city
have allegedly committed suicide
in separate incidents in the past
24 hours, the police said on
Saturday. Two of the deceased
were co-workers, they added. On
Saturday, a 30-year-old woman
attempted suicide by jumping off
the loop of an elevated road
opposite Prakash Hospital in
Sector 33 of the city. The sector
24 SHO, Prabhat Dixit, said her
co-workers have told the police
that the incident happened at 2
pm when she had come out with
them during lunch break.“They
said she had tried to take the
extreme step earlier as well. Her
family said she was in a
relationship with a man, who
stays near her rented
accommodation,” he said.
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26-year-old woman jumps to
death with infant daughter

GHAZIABAD: A 26-year-old
woman held her two-year-old
daughter in her arms and jumped
from the 4th-floor corridor outside
their flat in Shalimar Garden on
Saturday evening. The child died
on the spot while her mother,
Preeti, succumbed to her injuries
in hospital after an hour. Preeti’s
family has lodged a police
complaint, accusing her husband,
Amit, of pushing her and their
daughter to death. They alleged
that Amit, a constable with Delhi
Police, had been harassing her for
a few months over dowry. The
couple lived on the 4th floor of
Delhi 99, a highrise in Shalimar
Garden. A resident of the housing
society said he came to know
about the incident from the

Bulk waste generators
in Sector 18 market
fined Rs 2.25 lakh

NOIDA: The Noida Authority on
Monday levied a fine of Rs 2.25
lakhs on bulk waste generators in
Sector 18 for flouting Municipal
Solid Waste (MSW) Rules 2016.
Companies fined include Matrix
Platform Pvt Ltd Rs I1lakh,
McDonald Family Restaurant Rs
75,000, Domino’s Pizza Jubilant
Wood Works Rs 25,000 and
Equitas Bank Rs 25,000. Following
instructions from Noida Authority
CEO , Indu Prakash OSD and
Gaurav Bansal assistant project
engineer public health department
inspected Sector 18 market on
where the said fines were levied
for 8 boxes of banned single use
plastic along with non-segregated
mixed waste spilled on road in the
case of Matrix Platform Pvt Ltd
which is a food delivery restaurant.

s ' B
security guards. “I rushed to the
tower where the couple lived and
found the woman and her
daughter lying face down. There
was blood all over. We informed
police and a team arrived in the
society within 10 minutes,” he
added. Alok Dubey, the circle
officer of Sahibabad area, said it
was around 7pm that Preeti
jumped along with the little girl.
“The guards saw them first and

informed her husband, Amit. They
were rushed to a nearby hospital.

Florist beaten to death
on busy Ghaziabad road

GHAZIABAD: A20-year-old man
was arrested on Monday for
allegedly killing a person over a
business rivalry. One more person
is absconding. The arrested has
been identified as Govind, a
resident of Loni, who runs a
flower shop outside Mahakal
temple in DLF of Loni. Police said
the deceased, Ajay (28), also
started a flower shop there about
six months ago. “This hit
Govind’s business due to which
the two used to quarrel. The used
to fight in the past too but it was
usually settled by some
devotees,” said SP (rural) Iraj
Raja. “Around 12pm on Monday
when Govind didn’t find more
customers at his shop, he went
to Ajay's shop and asked him to
remove his shop from that place.

Bills will free farmers from
middlemen: VK Singh

GHAZIABAD: The three farm bills
will “revolutionise” the agriculture
sector and free farmers from
middlemen, Union minister and
Ghaziabad’s BJP MP Gen (retd) VK
Singh said on Friday. The minister,
who addressed a gathering at an
event in Razapur block, also
appealed to the protesting farmers
to study the laws. “The law will free
the farmers who are in the clutches
of middlemen but the farmers are
being misled by a few to serve their
own ends,” Singh said at a
programme organised to celebrate
former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s birth anniversary.
Similar events were organised in
Modinagar, Bhojpur, and Loni.
According Singh, the Narendra
Modi government is the first one

GNIDA offers plots for schools, colleges & hospitals

GNOIDA: The city is likely to get
more number of schools, colleges
and hospitals soon. Over the past
week, the Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) has launched
industrial and institutional
schemes comprising 50 plots.
Besides new industries and
educational institutes, the plots
will also be used for religious
places and other institutional
purposes. The industrial scheme
comprises 21 plots in Ecotech 1.
Officials said that the 29
institutional plots put on the
block are situated in various
sectors. “We have identified
residential blocks where more
educational institutes and
healthcare facilities are needed.
Vacant institutional plots have
been identified in such locations

GMC to float bonds, hopes to raise

Rs 150 crore

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar
Pradesh government has given
its nod for the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC) to
float municipal bonds. Following
the footsteps of its Lucknow
counterpart, the Ghaziabad civic
body will float the bonds by
February next year and hopes to
raise Rs 150 crore. Municipal
bonds are debt instruments,
under which, the investor is paid
back the fixed amount of principal
with interest over a period
decided by the municipal body.
These bonds come with a tenure
of five to seven years. The
money raised is then used to
fund development projects. The
GMC will use to amount to set
up infrastructure in Indirapuram
for treatment and usage of STP
water for industrial purposes.
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Recently, Lucknow became the
first city in the state and seventh
in the country to raise money
through this route. “Chief
minister Yogi Adityanath, in the
first week of December, visited
Mumbai during the listing of
municipal bonds of Lucknow
Municipal Corporation in
Bombay Stock Exchange where
he had announced that
municipal bonds for GMC will be
listed very soon,” said AK
Mishra, accounts officer, GMC.
“The GMC bonds will be listed
at the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) following
which we will issue them,” added
Mishra.

and introduced in the latest
scheme,” said Deep Chandra,
additional CEO of the authority.
While the two nursery school
plots have been introduced in
Sector 3 and ETA 2, four plots that
will be used for higher secondary
schools have been earmarked in
Sector 3, Knowledge Park 5 and
Sector 2. The plot for a new
hospital has been proposed in
Sector Omicron 1.“In absence of
a good school in the

‘Drunk’ youth mows down
5-year-old in Noida

NOIDA: A five-year-old child was
mowed down by a speeding car
and his mother injured in Sector
122, the police said on Monday.
The accused driver, Tushar
Rawat, was under the influence
of alcohol at that time, they said.
The accident took place at 6 pm
on Sunday when the victims were
crossing Parthala road and the
Swift VDI hit them near Amrapali
Zodiac society. The child,
Rishabh Anand, died on the spot
while his mother was taken to
Kailash Hospital in Sector 71. She
is currently undergoing
treatment. Phase I1I SHO Jitendra
Dikhit said: “An FIR has been
lodged in the case under IPC
sections 304 a (death due to
negligence), 279 (rash driving)
and section 185 of the MV Act.”
Rawat from Sector 34 is a student.

neighbourhood, we are forced to
send our children to Sector 21 in
Noida. We need good schools
in Greater Noida’s Bisrakh since
a lot of highrises have come up,”
said Anju Saxena, a homemaker
who lives in Ace City in Sector
1. Officials said that if nobody
comes forward to open higher
secondary schools, the four
plots will be available for an
engineering college or a higher
education institute. A total of
2.31 lakh sqm (57 acres) is on
offer and the size of the plots
vary between 1,000 sqm and
40,470 sqm (10 acres).
Meanwhile, 19 industrial plots
measure 2,000 sqm while the other
two measure 12 and 20 acres. The
industrial allotments will be done
with a condition that the units will
be functional within two years.
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to do so much for farmers. “By 2022,
itis the Modi government’s resolve
to double the income of farmers
through a slew of measures that
are being taken and will be taken in
future. I want to appeal to the
protesting farmers that they should
study the farm laws and talk to the
government in case of any doubts.
They should give up opposing the
laws and not play at the hands of a
few who have their own axe to
grind,” he said.

Blasts in scrap godown kill
labourer, injure another

GZB : A 30-year-old labourer was
killed while another was injured after
a fire broke out in a scrap godown at
an unauthorised colony in Loni on
Thursday. According to the police,
the deceased has been identified as
Pappu, a resident of Seelampur in
Delhi. His cousin Gunga has suffered
burn injuries. Both used to work at
the scrap godown for the past eight
years. The godown belongs to a
Delhi resident, Hakikat. The incident
took place on the ground floor of
the two-storey building in Ganga
Vihar colony where the godown
was located. Two families used to
live on rent on the first and second
floor of the building. On spotting the
flames, the residents rescued
themselves and Gunga by using the
terrace of the adjacent building,
however, the labour received 40%
burn injuries till then.

DPR, financial estimates for Noida
Film City likely by March 2021: Official

NOIDA: The detailed project
report, including financial
estimates, for setting up a film city
near Noida in Uttar Pradesh is
likely to be ready by March 2021,
according to a senior official. A
consultant was selected on
December 14 for preparing the
DPR of the film city and once the
report is ready, it will be sent to
the state government for its
approval, Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) CEO Arun Vir
Singh said. "Property consultant
CBRE South Asia, which is a
Fortune-500 company, has been
given three months time for
completing the detailed project
report (DPR) for the film city. But
efforts are on to have it prepared
even before that," he said. "Once
we get the DPR, it will be sent to

the state's cabinet ministers
through Film Bandhu (the
government's nodal agency for
film production-related works)
and the government will take a
decision on the best plan suitable
for the project. Accordingly,
further work will be taken up,"
Singh said. He said financial
planning is also part of the study
and a strategy will be developed
to decide if the film city will be
made on public-private
partnership (PPP) mode or in
some other way.
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