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Two fake Rs 4 lakh
robbery, arrested

GHAZIABAD: Two persons,
including a collection agent
with a telecom service
provider, have been arrested
for faking a robbery of Rs 4.75
lakh by three armed assailants
in Tronica City on Monday.
Investigation revealed that the
salesman had plotted the entire
plan to steal the money
collected by him from various
shops in Loni and Tronica City.
The collection agent, Sachin
Kumar, called the control room
on Monday around 4pm and
reported that armed assailants
came on a bike near a petrol
pump in Tronica City and
robbed him of his cash bag he
was carrying. An FIR was
lodged against unknown

persons, but within five hours,
police found the robbery was
fake and arrested Sachin along
with his one accomplice for
misleading the police.
Ghaziabad SSP Vaibhav
Krishna said, “Sachin was not
able to give proper
descriptions of the miscreants
and looked very nervous.
Later, he confessed to his
crime and said his friend Nitish
Kumar helped him in executing
this plan.” Sachin told police
Nitish came to the designated
spot in Tronica City and after
taking the cash bag, he hid it in
his house in New Vikas Nagar.
The two hav been booked
under sections 420, 406 and
411 of the IPC.
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The Art of Political

One-Downmanship

If there is something called political one-upmanship, how
can there not be its inverse, political one-downmanship? If
there is one Indian politician who is determined to plumb
this question to the depths, it is Rahul Gandhi. On his recent
European tour, he said many things that made perfect sense,
but managed to obscure them with some statements that
have laid himself open to criticism and ridicule. One
statement was that the Congress was not involved in the
anti-Sikh riots of 1984 in Delhi. Another gave a simplistic
explanation for the rise of terror in the name of Islam. Neither
advanced his party’s political fight against the BJP or his
own stature as a leader. Did the Congress party take a
decision to carry out the anti-Sikh pogrom in Delhi, after
two Sikh bodyguards shot dead Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
in cold blood? It did not. But the Congress was in power
and in a position to have galvanised the state machinery to
stop the riots, killing and looting that broke out.

Many Congress leaders have been implicated in the riots
and face charges. Rajiv Gandhi’s statement that it is but
natural that the earth should tremble a when a big tree falls,
seemed to justify the violence and cannot be edited out of
history. Congress leaders have since apologised for the riots.
And Sikhs have voted for the Congress in Delhi and in Punjab,
time and again, and no one thinks that the Congress nurses
a programme of violence against the Sikhs or that the Sikhs
are insecure under Congress rule. By absolving the Congress,
instead of pointing this out, Gandhi did himself and his party
no service. That discrimination and deprivation can lead to
alienation in which extremist ideologies breed easily is a
truism. But from that, to strip the origin of the Islamic State
of its historical and ideological specificity is to sound banal
while warning against policies that breed alienation in India.
Ideologies can ferment in some fertile brains at any point of
time in any condition, but the point is about their striking a
popular chord. Gandhi needs more nuance, to come up tops
rather than beleaguered.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Sweets sales on rakhi put to rest GST jitters

NOIDA: On the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan, sales in city-
based sweet shops doubled on
Sunday as compared to other
days. Leading sweet shops in
Noida said that both offline and
walk-in sales grew 100% over
usual days and people got
traditional sweets packaged for
gifting. “People walked in to buy
yesterday (on Saturday) and the
sales were brisk till 1pm this
afternoon. People bought
traditional sweets and spent
easily at the counters. The sales
were double than other days,”
said Parash Sharma, owner,
Heera Sweets, Sector 18. Sales

this year were over 50-70%
higher than last year, they
claimed. In2017, the sales were
low due to the improvisation of
the Goods and Services Tax
prior to the festival, the
shopowners said. While most of
the confectioners claimed that
people are increasingly offering
chocolates instead of traditional
sweets, most customers picked
up ghewar, laddu, barfi and other

Post offices feel the heat
amid deluge of rakhi mails

NOIDA: The rush to send
rakhis and gifts has led to huge
pressure at post offices in the
city. The Central Sorting Office
of India Post at Sector 16 stated
that in the past month, at least
three lakh people have posted
rakhis to other cities from
Noida. The rush for rakhi mails
has resulted in long queues of
senders outside post offices
with waiting time of 45 minutes
to one hour at a stretch. With
Raksha Bandhan to be
celebrated on August 26,
senders are queuing up till 2-
3am at the 24X7 counters.
“People are queuing up from
early morning till late night.
We’ve made  special
arrangements for putting the
fans all over, so that visitors can

5,000 fruit trees to replace eucalyptus
in Noida’s eco-park within 6 months

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
has decided to plant 5,000 trees
of various varieties like mango ,
jamun, tamarind and pilkhan
which grow fruits and offer
shade in place of the 3,000
eucalyptus trees in the 75-acre
land earmarked for a biodiversity
park in Sector 91. The
horitculture department of the
Authority also claimed that
saplings of 500 neem trees
would also be planted near the
park’s boundaries within a
week. Earlier, a few
environmentalists had claimed
that felling of 3,000 eucalyptus
trees was illegal despite the

forest department claiming that
the trees became mature years
ago and were due to be cut 15
years ago. According to Noida
Authority’s horticulture
department, the landscaping of
the eco-park including layered
grass plantation would be
completed soon and the
department would also plant one
lakh shurbs. Rajvinder Kumar,
deputy director, horticulture

incharge of the Sector 91 eco-
park said: “Work will start from
the coming week. Initially,
plantation work has been slow,
but we plan to employ 50-60
labourers every day to complete
the entire plantation within six
months. Most tree saplings will
be above seven feet height.
They will become full-grown
trees giving shade within two
years.” Meanwhile, some
residents of Sector 93B and 92,
in the vicinity of the eco-park,
welcomed the Authority’s
measures. “We have been
consistently writing to both the
Authority and the forest

stand with ease. Usually one or
two windows are open, but now
we are opening three to four
windows daily. Employees are
asked to not take leave till the
rush period is over,” said Abhay
Singh, manager, Noida Sorting
Office. According to Singh, the
process of making bookings
has slowed down temporarily
because of a shift in the
operating system from Point of
Sale Module to Core System
Integration, a specially
developed technological
platform for India Post. “The
new operating system is now
operational at almost 50% of
Indian post offices. It is over a
month old and employees are
facing some snags while using
it for the first time.

traditional sweets also. “On
regular days, we see people
picking up assorted and
decorated chocolates, but for
Raksha Bandhan, people picked
up traditional sweets,” said
Ganesh  Agarwal of
Bikanerwala in Sector 18.
“Sales on Raksha Bandhan is a
market test for Diwali. We had
about 2,500 people walking in a
single day and 500 online sales.
This is positive sign forus. The
Raksha Bandhan sales showed
that people have got over the
demonetisation and GST jitters,”
said Ishant Goel, owner,
Aggarwal Sweets.

GNoida nursery
student's rape:
Principal, class

teacher booked

GREATER NOIDA: The
principal and a teacher of a well-
known school chain's Greater
Noidacampus, where a nursery
student was allegedly raped by a
swimming pool lifeguard, were
booked on Wednesday on
charges of criminal intimidation,
cruelty and sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)Act.
This is the second time in 40 days
that police in Noida have filed
charges againstaschool principal.
On July 17, the principal and two
teachers of Ahlcon Public School
in Delhi's Mayur Vihar were
arrested in the investigation into
the death ofa 16-year-old student,
who committed suicide in March.

Government seeks job, home offers from
industry to push for land deals in Jewar

NOIDA: The Noida
administration is tapping the
city’s two big industries
manufacturing and real estate to
offer jobs and homes to farmers
whose land the government
wants to acquire to build an
international airport at Jewar.
Nearly 2,200 farmers stand to
lose land for the UP
government’s prestige project.
Many of them have voiced a
desire to sell but negotiations
with the government have stalled
at the price being offered. The
government is ready to shell out
up to Rs 2,500 per square metre.
But farmers have refused to
accept anything less than four

times the circle rate of Rs 900,
which is Rs 3,600 per sqm,
arguing they have to build new
homes and look for jobs. The
administration sought the support
of industry bodies and realty
developers to address the twin
issues of job and home and got
an encouraging response on
Wednesday. While industrialists
assured district magistrate BN
Singh of providing job options
along with skill training to youths
above 18 from among land
losers, realtors’ association
Credai promised to build 2,200
flats for the land losers in an
integrated township as a no-
profit project.
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Indirapuram residents want GDA
to clear road 1t dug up to lay pipes

GHAZIABAD: Residents of
Indirapuram have urged the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) to remove
mounds of earth that have been
left behind on both sides of a
stretch of road in Ahimsa Khand
2 after sewer lines were laid
under it in July-August. The
residents have written to the
GDA, saying the mounds of
earth not only caused traffic
snarls but also made the area
slushy after rains. Nearly 1.4 km
of pipelines was laid by the GDA
at a cost of Rs 2.1 crore under
the stretch from DPS-
Indirapuram to Niho Scottish

Farmers want 49
released from jail,

threaten agitation

NOIDA: A few farmers’
organisations and social groups
have threatened to launch a “jail
bharo andolan” from Thursday
and launch a sit-in at the district
collectorate over the arrest of
the 49 protesters on Tuesday. At
least 71 people, including youths
and farmers , were arrested for
protesting outside the Samsung
unit in Phase 2, of which 49 still
are in jail . The protesters were
demanding that Samsung and
other international companies
give 50% jobs to locals. ADM
(finance) Keshav Kumar told
TBC, “It has been seen that
some leaders tend to be present
atevery protest habitually.

Garden housing society. The
cost included repairing the road
after laying the trunk sewer
lines. The work was undertaken
following a petition in the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
by the Federation of Apartment
Owners’ Association, alleging
that overflowing sewage was
causing pollution in Indirapuram.
The stretch of the road was

already prone to traffic jams
because of a school, a hospital
and as many as 22 highrises
along it, but the situation
worsened after the pipeline
work. At present, vehicles are
being forced to move on single
carriageways in either directions
in front of Princess’ Park and
Niho Scottish Garden housing
societies. “The workers have not
laid the portions properly that
were dug while laying the pipes,
but only filled them as a
temporary measure. Officials
had promised to send road
rollers, but later said they were
notavailable.

Ghaziabad lawyers end strike,
to resume work from Monday

Ghaziabad: The 22-day-long
relay hunger strike organised
by the lawyers to mount
pressure on the government to
take action against SP (city)
Akash Tomar, following a
lathicharge, ended on
Thursday. The lawyers ended
their strike in the presence of
district and sessions judge
Girjesh Kumar Pandey and
SSP Vaibha Krishna. The
lawyers later said that they
would resume their regular
work on Monday, after the
Raksha Bandhan festival on
August 26. “The lawyers who
had been sitting on a relay
hunger strike ended their

Pizza date in October 2017, acid attack 10 months later

GHAZIABAD: Rahul Garg
had met the woman, on whom
he threw a bottle of acid
earlier this week, at a pizza
parlour last October. She was
two years younger to him.
The connection, according to
Garg (34) who was arrested
on Wednesday, was made via
Facebook. But things started
going downhill after that. Garg
claimed he did not know she
was married and had a child
(a four-year-old son). But
even when he got to know, he
didn’t walk away. “We were
not committed to each other
for marriage. But a few
months later, I suspected her
of having an affair with
another man. I saw her with

Noida seals eight illegal
buildings on acquired land

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
on Friday sealed eight
unauthorised under-
construction buildings and
seven shops which were built
onits land in Garhi Chaukhandi
in Sector 121. Officials said
these buildings were built on
Authority land without a no-
objection certificate and
served several notices in the
past two years, with the latest
being sent four months ago.
While no one was living in
these buildings, labourers
present at the spot were asked
to vacate before the sealing
drive. An anti-encroachment
drive was also carried out by

the same Noida Authority
team, amid huge police
presence, in sectors 57 and 58,
where temporary shops,
roadside eateries and street
carts were removed. “Eight
buildings were sealed in Garhi
Chaukhandi. They include one
six-floor building and seven
shops in khasra number 14,
four buildings of five floors
each in khasra number 104,
one building of five floors in
khasra number 55 and one
building of three floors in
khasra number 41,” said SP
Singh, senior manager (work
circle 5), Authority, who led
the team.

aman inan SUV on a couple
of occasions. [ procured a litre
of acid. I attacked her with
acid because I wanted to
disfigure her and teach her a
lesson. I regret having it now,”
Garg told news reporters as
police paraded him before the
press. The woman, a dietician
by profession, has 50% burns
and is battling for life at
Safdarjung hospital in Delhi
where she was admitted on
August 20. That evening Garg
and his friend Umang had
followed the 32-year-old
woman, who was on an
Activa, in a bike. They
stopped her in the middle of
the road. Garg emptied the
whole bottle on her. The acid

Bikes, cars & cash:
6 snatchings in 24
hours on busy roads
in Noida

GREATER NOIDA: Atleast
six cases of robbery and vehicle
snatchings were reported in the
past 24 hours from Friday
afternoon in Greater Noida. The
robberies and snatchings were
reported in Kasna, Surajpur,
Knowledge Park and Ecotech
areas of Greater Noida. While
aJP International School teacher
was robbed of his Apache bike
near Gold Gym, a Jio field officer
was looted of 29 mobile phones
andRs20,000incash. ‘“Hariom
raised an alarm and ran to two
cops at adistance. They chased
the assailants, but could not catch
them,” he said.

burnt her face, shoulders,
neck and chest. Umang, who
had driven the bike a Honda
Unicorn was also arrested.
Police are looking for a third
person who had procured the
acid from a relative’s shop.
Garg, a graduate from Lajpat
Rai College of Ghaziabad, is
divorced and works with his
father in a shop for peeling off
paint from surfaces. “We met
in a pizza shop around three
days after we got to know
each other on Facebook.
We used to meet often
thereafter. She had lied to me
that she was unmarried. |
came to know later that she
was married with a kid,” he
said.

protest in the presence of the
district judge and the SSP. Both
sides have decided to start
afresh,” said Ghaziabad Bar
Association president Anil

Pandit. “Lawyers are
responsible members of the
society. We cordially sorted out
the logjam,” said SSP Vaibhav
Krishna. The lawyers started
the strike after a lathicharge
that took place on August 2.

Hospital guard
detained for
obscene calls to girl

NOIDA: A35-year-old security
guard at a private hospital was
detained on Wednesday after a
15-year-old girl filed a complaint
of sexual harassment against
him in Sector 39 police station.
The guard, who lives in Nithari
village, saw the girl for first time
in Surbhi Hospital in Sector 35
where her mother was admitted
around a month ago for an
operation. The girl stayed with
her mother in the hospital for a
week. When she was
discharged, both of them went
back home in Salarpur village in
Sector 105, but soon after the
girl started receiving obscene
calls from the guard.

Ghaziabad couple found
dead in hotel room, police
suspect murder-cum-suicide

MEERUT: In a shocking
incident, a young couple was
found dead under mysterious
circumstances inside a hotel
room on the outskirts of
Meerut on Tuesday afternoon.
According to police sources,
the couple, residents of a
village in Muradnagar town of
Ghaziabad had checked into
the Partapur hotel on Tuesday
morning. Two hours later, the
hotel staff found the body of
the woman, 20, lying in a pool
of blood in bathroom, while the
man’s body was hanging from
a ceiling fan. Police believes

that an argument led the man
to kill the woman first and later
he committed suicide.
According to SP (city)
Ranvijay Singh, “The couple
has been identified as Amit
Goswami (24) and Cheenu
Goswami, and they belonged
to Khemawati village of
Muradnagar. The two were
having an affair which has
been confirmed by Amit’s
brother Sandeep. On Tuesday
morning, the couple
accompanied by Amit’s friend
Vishal Kumar reached the
hotel in Partapur.
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FIR against 15 for ruckus in hospital

GHAZIABAD: An FIR has
been registered against five
journalists of local newspapers
and TV channels and 10 other
unidentified men for allegedly
creating ruckus at MMG
District Hospital on Thursday
afternoon. The chief medical
superintendent of the hospital
alleged that the journalists
misbehaved with the medical
staff at the emergency ward.
According to chief medical
superintendent J K Tyagi, a
person had come to the hospital
to get an anti-rabies
vaccination. Later, he started
making a video of the patients
in the vaccination room. The

hospital authorities called up
Dial 100, butbefore police could
reach the hospital, he had
already left. On Thursday, 10-
12 people led by the same
person gathered at the
emergency ward and started
clicking photographs and
making videos of the doctors
and the paramedical staff who
were busy in treating patients,
he said. “When the medical
staff sought to know the reason

Ghaziabad gives land, AAI
begins work for Hindon airport

NOIDA: The National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC) underpass is now
scheduled to be ready by
September 30, officials in the
Noida Authority said. Work on
the underpass, located at the
crossing of Sectors 25A,24,33A
and 22 in Master Plan II, had
begun in July 2015. It was
supposed to be complete by
December 2016, but shifting of
utility services such as water
and sewer pipelines and
electricity lines held itup for two
years more, officials said. The
six-lane, 640-metre long
underpass is being built at a cost
of Rs 55 crore. Officials said 92
% of'the project was complete

and it would be ready for
commissioning in a little over a
month. “The NTPC underpass
will be ready by September 30.
The work to finish the project is
currently underway. We will be
using wall paintings as a touch
up instead of tiles or murals,”
said Rajeev Tyagi, general
manager (projects) at the Noida
Authority. One of the busiest
crossings in Noida, the
underpass is scheduled to ease
traffic flow in the area. The
deadline of the project had to be
pushed back two years as there
was a delay in initiating tenders
and clearing estimates, apart
from shifting of water, sewer and
electric lines.

behind clicking of photographs,
they spoke rudely to them.
They claimed to be journalists,
but did not show their identity
cards. They also abused
emergency medical officer V
K Mishra and pharmacist Alok
Tyagi. One of them even
threatened Mishra with dire
consequences. This shows that
the group had gathered at the
hospital with a plan to attack the
medical staff,” the CMS said
in his complaint. Soon after the
tiff, the group of journalists filed
a complaint at local police
station. This angered the
medical staff and they sat on a
strike outside the CMS office

seeking action against the
journalists. Subsequently, senior
police officials met the hospital
authorities and later lodged an
FIR against the journalists at
Kotwali police station. Five
journalists and the 10 others
were booked under sections
332,353,504 and 506 of IPC
and under Section 3A of the
Uttar Pradesh Medicare
Service Persons and Medicare
Service Institution Act. The
work of the emergency ward
was restored only by 12am on
Friday. Meanwhile, patients
were referred to the
government hospital in Sanjay
Nagar.

Cognizant acquires
Noida-based SaaSfocus

BENGALURU: Cognizant is
acquiring Noida-based
SaaSfocus a company that does
consulting in Salesforce’s cloud
computing solutions. The
financial details of the deal
were not disclosed. SaaSfocus
has about 350 consultants, of
which around 280 are in India
and the remaining in Australia.
It is one of the highest rated
partners of the $10-billion
Salesforce, what the latter calls
a platinum partner. Jayajyoti
Sengupta, head of Asia-Pacific
at Cognizant, said Cognizant has
3,000 consultants focusing on
the Salesforce practice and the
addition of the 350-odd

consultants from SaaSfocus
will give it a wider footprint in
Australia in particular. “It will
also expand our portfolio of
offerings and bring niche skills
in financial services,
automotive, manufacturing and
insurance,” Sengupta said.
SaaSfocus was founded in 2009
by Amit Choudhary, Jaideep
Kumar and Sumit Pachnanda.
It is one of the largest
independent Salesforce
consulting partners in the Asia-
Pacific region. Its clients
include Audi, Baxter and
Holcim. SaaSfocus has
implemented more than 1,500
Salesforce projects so far.

Rakhis replace challans for traffic violators in Noida

GREATER NOIDA: In a
special drive on Raksha
Bandhan day, traffic police tied
rachis to the wrists of 350 traffic
violators to create awareness
on the need to obey the rules
while driving on the roads. The
drive was organised at Pari
Chowk, Kisan Chowk, Surajpur
Chowk, Sector 20, GIP Mall,
Sector 71, Noida City Centre
etc where, instead of issuing
challans, police tied rakhis on
the wrists of traffic violators.
The district police also
organised a “Rakhi with Khaki”
campaign to ensure that the
festival remains a peaceful one.
While senior police officers had
rakhis tied to their wrists by the

local women, Anti-Romeo
Squad members in in civil dress
kept an eye on markets and bus
stops to stop eve-teasing cases.
The campaign, planned by SSP
Ajay Pal Sharma, was
implemented in three stages |
n the first stage, all the station
house officers were asked to
invite women from their
respective area to tie rakhis on
their wrists. SHOs from Kasna,
Dadri, Jewar, Jarcha, Bisrakh,

Ecotech, sectors 20, 24, 49 etc
released photos of women tying
the sacred thread on their
wrists. Ashish Shrivastava, SP
(rural), said the campaign was
aimed at establishing a
connection with the people and
convey amessage. “We should
all celebrate the festival
together. Since it symbolises
brother-sister relationship, we
wanted to demonstrate it in the
police station to make all the
policemen and people realise
thatitis their promise to provide
security to their sisters and also
the freedom to walk into the
police station any time,” he said.
The traffic police also organised
a special drive on this occasion

to raise awareness about the
rules. The public information
officer of the police department
said the drive was planned in a
different way so that people
realise the importance of traffic
rules. “People travel a lot on
festival days. So we took the
opportunity to run a serious
awareness campaign in a
friendly way,” the PRO added.
In the third stage of the
campaign, the Anti-Romeo
Squad was deployed in civil
dress at busy markets like
sectors 50, 41, 62, GIP Mall,
Dadri market along with Morma,
Botanical Garden, Surajpur bus
stop to prevent harassment
cases.
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Two attacked for
resisting car robbery

GHAZIABAD: A retired
junior commissioned officer
with the Indian Air Force was
attacked by three bike-borne
men outside his house in
Rajendra Nagar on Thursday
night when he resisted their
attempt to rob his car. The
former junior warrant officer,
Harvinder Singh (52), has been
admitted to a private hospital
where his health condition is
said to be stable. Singh’s
daughter Gunjan, a second-year
humanities student at Miranda
House in Delhi, was also
attacked by the robbers when
she intervened to save her

Shilp Haat, Noida’s
handicraft hub, may
open this winter

Noida: Shilp Haat, a Rs 80-crore
project built on the lines of Dilli
Haat in New Delhi and spread
overa l10-acreland in Sector 33A,
is likely to be opened for pre-
Diwali festivities by mid-October.
However, the pending electrical
and landscaping work are likely
to be completed only by
December. Once fully functional,
the Shilp Haat will be a one-stop
venue for artisans fr-om across
the country to display, exhibit and
sell their products. According to
sources, a pre-Diwali festival is
scheduled to take place from
October 26 to November 2 at the
venue, to be conducted by non-
governmental organisations.

father. Gunjan escaped with
deep scratches on her neck.
The robbery attempt took place
around 10.30pm near Ekta Park
in Sector 2 where Singh lives
in a first-floor apartment with
his family. Singh said, the men
tried to rob his Swift car as soon
as he reached home after
attending to his ailing father
who is admitted to a hospital.
“I asked Gunjan to come
downstairs with the keys of the
main gate so that I could park
the vehicle inside. Just then,
three men on a motorbike drove
up towards me and tried to
snatch my car keys.

Two suspected
drug traffickers
held in Noida

NOIDA: Two suspected drug
peddlers were arrested in
Noida with over one kg of
cannabis, police said on
Thursday. The duo was
arrested from Sector 62, under
Sector 58 Police Station limits,
on Wednesday evening
following a tip-off, they said.
The accused have been
identified as Shankar and
Karan, both in their late 20s
and residents of Hindon Vihar
in adjoining Ghaziabad district,
they said. "The two would
roam around on motorcycles in
the area to supply the
cannabis," the official said.

Four minors booked for
trying to abduct 16-year-old

GHAZIABAD: Four minors,
all sons of constables posted
in Ghaziabad, have been
booked for allegedly molesting
and trying to kidnap a 16-year-
old girl, who is also the
daughter of a head constable
The 16-year-old girl lives in
Masuri in Ghaziabad but her
father is posted in Noida. In
her complaint to police, the
Class XI student alleged that
the four boys, three of whom
study in her school, have been
harassing her for the past two
months and tried to abduct her
two days ago. Two of the boys
study in Class XI while the
others are in Class XII. “On

Gutter gas-fueled tea boosts chaiwala's livelihood

GHAZIABAD: A 'chaiwala'
in Sahibabad has multiplied his
profits with the help of 'gutter
gas'. Replacing conventional
LPG with gutter gas, Ramu
Chaiwala is earning fourfold
than what he was earning 2-3
weeks back. Use of gutter gas
is also gaining him more
customers. Initially customers
were sceptic about the use of
gutter gas but when people
realised that the taste of the tea
has not changed, Ramu's
popularity increased. On world
biofuel day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had talked
about use of gutter gas in
cooking. His speech was trolled
on social media but for Ramu,
gutter gas has changed his

Noida’s groundwater level falling by 1

NOIDA: The twin cities of
Noida and Greater Noida could
soon follow in the footsteps of
parched Delhi and depend on
other cities or states for
groundwater. Recent data
from the Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) shows water
level has been depleting in
Gautam Budh Nagar at an
average rate of 1.5 metres
every year for the past five
years. Environmentalists
attribute the depletion to “over-
extraction” of groundwater
mainly by construction sites
and say if conservation doesn’t
start on war-footing, then the
water table of the two cities
could fall by 2 metres annually
and could lead to a crisis in

coming years. In Noida region,
according to CGWB, the
average water table dropped
to 24.13 metres in 2017 from
18.22 metres in 2013, while in
Greater Noida, it fell to 11.11
metres last year from 7.95
metres five years back.
Similarly, in Dankaur, the water
level went down to 7.46 metres
in 2017 from 5.54 metres in
2013. And in Jewar, the water
table came down to 5.60
metres last year from 4.34
metres in 2013. In
neighbouring Delhi, the
situation is serious. The water
level has been decreasing
from 0.5 metre to over 2
metres per year at different
places in Delhi and could

livelihood. Ramu, who lives in
Karkad Model, used to place his
stall near a Surya Nagar drain
which is located nearby
Indrprastha Enginering college
(IEL), Sahibabad. IEL students
were among regular customers
of Ramu. Two B.tech students,
Abhishek Verma and
Abhinendra Patel from IEL
noticed the gas bubbles in the
drain and thought about using
the gas to provide for Ramu's
tea stall's fuel requirements.
Through chromotography they

.5 metres every year

trigger a crisis if not halted,
the CGWB told the Supreme
Court in May this year. “The
water level on an average in
Noida and Greater Noida was
initially dropping by one metre
every year, but over the past
five years at some areas, we
have seen the average level
drop by 1.5 metres,” Rahul
Sharma, officer at Uttar
Pradesh groundwater
department (Gautam Budh
Nagar), told TBC. What has
added to the worry of experts
is the rate at which the twin
cities are expanding. “The
water levels of Noida and
Greater Noida are affected
by increasing construction in
the area.

found that the drain released
60-70% methane gas. They
decided to put 6 iron drums to
collect the gas. Pipes were put
into the drums and stove was
connected with the pipe. Ramu,
who carried his chulha on cycle
to his stall everyday connects
the pipe to the chulha and
makes tea with the help of the
gutter gas emitted in the drain.
Earlier Ramu was able to earn
Rs. 5000 a month but now he
earns this same amount in a
week's time since his LPG
expense has gone down to
zero. Verma and Patel had
prepared the projectin 2013 and
also exhibited it to GDA)who
had rejected it saying that it can
lead to some mishap.

Youth killed,

Tuesday, I was walking home
from Govindpuram around
6pm after attending tuition
classes. Suddenly I found that
the four boys were following
me in a Hyundai Santro. Near
Ram Bagh farmhouse, they
caught up with me, opened the
car door and tried to pull me
inside. When I resisted, they
slapped me four-five times
and touched me
inappropriately,” the girl told
police. When she raised an
alarm, passersby gathered
and the juveniles fled. One of
the passersby lent his mobile
phone and she called her
father.

Noida to fine those
dumping waste in
vats after Spm
Noida: The Noida Authority
has warned people not to dump
garbage in vats after 5 pm, else
they would be penalised. This
was after Authority CEO Alok
Tandon took a tour of Noida on
Thursday to see the mess that
is apparent everywhere,
months after the temporary
dumping ground in Sector 123
had the city erupt in protests.
“CEOQ Tandon held a surprise
inspection of the cleanliness
and sanitation system in Noida,
during which he inspected the
drains near Sandeep Paper Mill
followed by the many garbage
vats and collection centres in
the city.

mother sees

man walking out of room

Ghaziabad: A 28-year-old man
was found murdered with his
throat slit at home in Nandgram
on Thursday morning. The
victim’s 50-year-old mother,
who was the only other person
present at their one BHK
ground-floor house at the time
of the alleged murder, claimed
she did not hear any sound, but
saw an acquaintance leaving
with something hidden in his
hand. The alleged murder took
place around 8.30am. The
deceased has been identified
as Bharat Dhingra, a dealer of
electronic goods. His father
Satish Dhingra works for a
mining company and was

away at Mumbai for some
official work. Bharat’s mother
Kamlesh was busy in
household chores when she
claimed to have seen the
acquaintance leaving the
house. “The woman said she
saw a man leaving the room
with one of his hands covered
with a piece of cloth. We
suspect it was a sharp-edged
weapon he was carrying. By
the time she tried to speak to
him, he had left the house. She
went to her son’s room and
found him on the floor,
bleeding. His throat was slit,”
said Sanjay Pandey, SHO
(Sihani Gate).
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