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50 electric buses to ply on 6 routes

GZB: The beginning of the
tendering  process  for
maintenance depot for e-bus
service in Ghaziabad has paved
the way for early operation of
50 electric buses on six routes
covering 138km. Officials said
that by March next year the
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation will construct a
maintenance depot at Rs 9.50
crore and hand it over to the
agency which will run the
service. GMC commissioner
Mahendra Singh Tawar said that
25,000sqm land in Bonja area
has been earmarked and it will

be used to set up a maintenance
and recharging depot for e-
buses. “The tender for this has
been floated and the entire
process will be completed by
October end,” he said, adding
that the estimated cost for the
construction of the depot is Rs
9.5 crore and it will take four
months to complete. “Following
which, the work will be handed
over to PMI Electro Mobility
Solutions Pvt Ltd, which has
been selected by the state
government,” he said, adding that
they hope to start the service by
July next.
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EDITORIAL

Compound conundrum:
On interest waiver

The Centre’s scheme to bear the difference between the
compound interest and simple interest on retail and MSME
loans availed by borrowers whose aggregate outstanding
borrowings were less than ?2 crore between March 1 and
August 31, has come not a day too soon. In spelling out the
norms for lenders to identify eligible beneficiaries and then
ensure that the extra ‘interest on interest’ be refunded by
November 5, the government has clearly been spurred by
the Supreme Court’s admonition to expedite relief to small
borrowers. With the top court having pointedly referenced
the approaching festival of lights when it said “the common
man’s Deepavali” was in the government’s hands, the
Centre has ended up setting a really tight deadline of less
than two weeks for banks and NBFCs to credit the
differential amount to the borrowers’ accounts. The lenders
have their task cut out to make sure that they pick out all
the eligible loans — education, housing, consumer durables,
automobiles, consumption, credit card borrowings, as well
as credit provided to MSMEs — and that the borrowings
had not turned into non-performing assets as on February
29. They will then have to refund the difference between
the compound interest charged for the six-month period
and the simple interest. In making all the specified
borrowers eligible for the ‘ex-gratia’, the government has
sought to ensure equity between those who may have
availed of the repayment moratorium and others who had
opted to continue to service their borrowings.

The move, however, has understandably evoked both relief
and some disquiet. Retail borrowers, especially those who
continued to meet their EMI commitments notwithstanding
the disruptions caused by the pandemic and lockdowns,
stand to marginally benefit from the government’s payment
and will be a relieved lot. On the other hand, MSMEs may
find the assistance far too small to make a material
difference, given the scale of economic hardship they have
had to endure — from demand destruction, to material and
labour shortages and regulatory woes. Given that these
businesses provide substantial direct and indirect
employment and also generate valuable tax revenue, it
would have made far greater economic sense for the
government to have categorised them separately. The
additional fiscal impact should be seen against the benefit
that would accrue were even a reasonable number of these
enterprises to remain viable and resume their contribution
to the national economy. Also, the 2-crore limit for retail
loans provides succour to not just ‘vulnerable’ borrowers
but creates a moral hazard by benefiting the well-heeled
too. All eyes will now be on the Court when it resumes
hearing the matter next month.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Discrimination forced us to convert
to Buddhism, say Valmikis at camps

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration has started
organising camps after reports
of' mass conversion of people of
Valmiki community into
Buddhism in Karhera village
sent ripples in the city. The
converts had alleged that
discrimination against them was
the primary reason that forced
them to embrace Buddhism.
Ghaziabad district magistrate
Ajay Shankar Pandey said that
on Wednesday after news of
the alleged conversion came to
the fore, the administration
officials visited Karhera village
and assured the people that their
grievances will be addressed.
“They had demanded facilities

Cow falls in open drain,
residents demand action
GNOIDA: A cow fell in an
open drain in E block of Sector
Beta 1 on Monday. While the
animal was rescued following
a resident’s timely complaint,
locals were agitated over the
issue of open sewer and drains
in most parts of the city.
Residents said that earlier on
October 13, a similar complaint
was made of a cow falling in
an open sewer line at Khairpur
extension near Sector 3.
“There are over 200 open
sewers and drains across the
city, which are either without
cover or the cover is broken and
not replaced. Many times, I
have complained with pictures
from the site due to the danger
of accidents that such open
drains and sewer pose.

such as home under PMAY,
ration cards, widow pension
among others. We are
organising camps in the village
to track possible beneficiaries of
government schemes,” Pandey
said. The camp is expected to
continue till next week.
Meanwhile, Pandey said that 31
people from the community had
applied for ration cards but there
is some confusion. “After the
news spread that a camp is being
organized, people from nearby
villages also applied for benefits
under the scheme. The matter
is being sorted out,” he said,
adding that more people will
come to the camps in the
coming week.

Three held for killing
youth over affair in Gzb

GHAZIABAD: Three people
were arrested on Monday for
allegedly killing a youth in
Muradnagar on October 14.
The body of the youth identified
as Lokesh Panchal was
discovered on a railway track
which the accused had dumped
to hoodwink the police into
believing it a suicide case.
However, during an autopsy, it
was revealed that the youth
was murdered. The arrested
persons have been identified as
Sanju, Vishwas and Sonu who
have confessed to the crime,
said police. The accused told
police that Panchal was having
an affair with Vishwas’s sister-
in-law from past three years.

Early morning snatching on rise, 2
women recent targets

GHAZIABAD: A 60-year-
old woman was allegedly
robbed of her gold ornaments
worth Rs 1 lakh at gunpoint by
three masked men early on
Friday when she was out for
a walk. The woman, Salocnna
Kumari, is a resident of Kavi
Nagar. She told police that she
daily goes for a walk around
5.30am but on Friday around
5.45am, three men came in an
120 car and intercepted her.
Two men then stepped out of
the car. “One person held my
hands and asked me to give
them all my jewellery but when
I refused, another man pointed
a pistol on my head. I tried to
shout for help, but they

Ticket, visa, Covid test: Ghaziabad firm’s job lure takes 150 for aride

GHAZIABAD: About 150
people have been duped by a
Vaishali-based company that
allegedly promised them jobs in
foreign countries and took
money from them to process
applications and complete
paperwork. The fraud came to
light earlier this month after a
group of people, who found the
office shut, approached
Kaushambi police and filed a
complaint. An FIR in the case
was lodged on Sunday. No one
has been arrested. According
to some of the victims, the
company had put up
advertisements on social media
platforms targeting residents of
Delhi, NCR, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. Pankaj Singh, who has
been duped, said that he had

2 weeks after he had a daughter,
biker run over by bus

GZB: A 32-year-old man was
crushed to death by a roadways
bus in Sahibabad on Tuesday.
According to police, the
deceased has been identified as
Ashu Kumar, aresident of Delhi.
“The accident happened in the
evening when Ashu was going
towards his office on his bike in
Vijay Nagar from his house
located Delhi’s Shahdara,” police
said. Ashu’s family said that he
is survived by his wife and three
children. Two weeks ago, Ashu’s
wife had given birth to a daughter
and the family was planning to
organise a small function to
celebrate that. Vishnu Kaushik,
the SHO, Sahibabad police station
said that the accident happened

around 4pm on Hindon bridge
when a speeding UP roadways
bus, which was going towards
Muzaffarnagar from Anand
Vihar, hit Ashu’s motorcycle from
the rear. Ashu came under the
wheels of the bus after he fell
from his vehicle. “Immediately,
police were informed and a
team took the victim to a nearby
hospital but the doctors
declared him brought dead.
Police had seized the bus and
also arrested the bus driver,
Shyam, a resident of
Ghaziabad,” the SHO added.
On the basis of a complaint, an
FIR has been registered against
the driver under sections 279 and
304A of'the Indian Penal Code.

been working in Saudi Arabia
and he returned to India in
December last year. “A friend
who stays in Buxar told me that
there are lots of vacancies as
carpenter in Kuwait and he also
told me to visit Flyline
Manpower  Recruitment
Services office at Sector 3,
Vaishali, and enquire about jobs
abroad. When I visited the
firm, people there told me that
I will get a job as a carpenter
and Rs 40,000 a month. They
asked me to deposit Rs 80,000
and the amount included visa
and ticket costs,” he said. “In
January, I visited the firm again,
along with some of my friends.
I had already paid Rs 40,000.
They filled up my form and all
the documents mentioned were

taken. In February, they sent a
copy of my visa in WhatsApp
and asked me to pay Rs 10,000
for medical tests. In June, they
demanded Rs 12,000 saying the
tests would include a Covid-19
exam.” He added that when he
called up an official from the
firm, the man asked him to visit
the office on October 14 along
with Rs 30,000. When Singh
reached, he was told that all
those who had applied for jobs
will leave for Kuwait on
October 17. Another victim,
Sunil Kumar, said: “They told
us we will get the visa and flight
tickets within two hours. But
after three hours, when we
asked them about the status,
they said their server was
down.

threatened to shoot me and
then the third person stepped
out and cut my gold bangles
and chain with the help of a
cutter. Once they snatched
my ornaments, they pushed me
and I fell on the road before
fleeing in the car," as she said
in her complaint. Similarly, the
principal of a private school in
Ghaziabad was allegedly
robbed of her gold jewellery at
gunpoint on Tuesday morning
in Pratap Vihar. Sunita Bhatt
(42), the principal of Advance
Public School in Pratap Vihar,
told police that she was waiting
for her brother outside her
house gate around 7am when
her ornaments were snatched.

Five who looted jewellery
shop in Indirapuram held
GZB: After abrief gunfight near
Sihani Gate on Wednesday, police
nabbed two of the five criminals
who were wanted for a robbery
at a jewellery store in
Indirapuram. Three others were
arrested earlier in the day. A scooty,
amotorcycle, four country made
pistols and most of the jewellery
looted from the shop was
recovered. On September 29, the
five armed men, Shameem from
Delhi, Vishal from Basti, Kaseem
from Baghpat, Abdul and Asghar,
the gang leader, had held the shop
owner at gunpoint and fled with
gold and silver jewellery worth Rs
10 lakh. According to police,
Kaseem, a resident of Baghpat,
Shameem, a native of Delhi and
Vishal from Basti, who also runs
ajewellery shop in basti.

Member of gang that looted bank held after gunfight

GHAZIABAD: A member of
the gang that is believed to have
executed the robbery at an
Indian Bank branch in Sector
Pi 3 on October 6 was
arrested early on Thursday
after an exchange of fire.
Another accused was nabbed
on Wednesday night while his
accomplice had managed to
escape. The accused who had
managed to escape and then
arrested after the shootout was
identified as Anuj Kumar
Dubey, a resident of Sadarpur
in Sector 45. On October 6, a
four-member gang had barged
into the bank, held the security
guard hostage and escaped
with Rs 2.1 lakh cash from the
drawer of the cashier and Rs
1.8 lakh from a businessman

who had come to deposit the
money. The police have
claimed to have recovered Rs
41,430 of the looted cash.
Vishal Pandey, additional
deputy commissioner of police
in Greater Noida, said that on
Wednesday evening, the police
had received information about
the movement of the two
suspects on a motorcycle near
Sector Sigma 3 at 8pm. “A
team from Beta II police
station was deployed there.
They signalled the two
suspects to stop for checking,
but they opened fire and tried
to escape,” he added. “When
the cops opened fire, one of
the accused was injured and
then arrested. But Dubey
managed to escape,” the

officer said. The police
continued a search operation
in neighbouring areas. “On
Thursday morning, police
received information that
Dubey would be fleeing on a
motorcycle near TS
roundabout in Greater Noida.
A police team was deployed
at the spot. Dubey was
arrested after an exchange of
fire,” Pandey said. The cops
have recovered a country-
made gun and a stolen
motorcycle  from  his
possession. Eight cases,
including those related to
robbery and attempt to
murder, have been registered
against him at various police
stations of Greater Noida and
other adjoining cities.
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Woman orders burger, ends up losing over Rs 21,000 in cyber fraud in Noida

NOIDA: A 24-year-old
Noida-based software
engineer lost Rs 21,865 after
she got trapped by cyber
criminals after ordering a
burger from the popular outlet
Burger King via food delivery
platform Swiggy. The woman,
Reena Chauhan, a resident of
Sector 45, had ordered a
burger and snacks for Rs 178
but it failed to be delivered as
the outlet had not even opened
at the time of placing the order.
However, when she called up
a “customer care” number of
Swiggy available on the
internet, she was asked to
provide access to her system
via AnyDesk application to
process her refund. While her

money was never returned,
she lost Rs 21,865 as the
number turned out to be of
cyber criminals. The contact
number used by the woman
was in fact a fake number
provided by cyber criminals
involved in such crime. After
my order was placed, I was
promised a delivery in 35
minutes. However, even after
waiting till 12.35 pm, I didn’t
get my order. I then contacted
Swiggy representatives via a
chat on Swiggy FAQ platform
and was informed that they are
cancelling my order since the
restaurant had not opened that
time. They cancelled the order
almost one-and-a-half hour
later,” she said.She told TBC

Denotified as Covid facility, Child
PGI to resume usual operations

NOIDA: The Super Speciality
Paediatric Hospital and Post
Graduate Teaching Institute
(SSPHPGTY) in Sector 30, better
known as Child PGI, was
denotified as a Covid hospital on
Monday following a UP
government order. The hospital,
which was converted to an L2
Covid facility in April this year
following the Covid outbreak,
requested the state government
for a non-Covid status earlier in
August due to lack of an adequate
number of minor patients.
Additionally, a dedicated Covid
hospital has been made
operational in Sector 39 following
CM Yogi Adityanath’s
inauguration of the facility on
August 8. Currently, Child PGI

has six Covid patients who will
be given due treatment. After
they are discharged, the hospital
will be thoroughly sanitised and
converted into a non-Covid
facility. It can be converted back
to a Covid facility at short notice
in the event of a spike in the
number of cases. The hospital
has not been admitting any Covid
patients from Monday. Once
ready, the 250-bed hospital will
be fully functional in its earlier
capacity catering to NICU, IPD,
emergency, thalassemia, cancer
and dermatology, etc — all of
which were shut during the
lockdown. They were, however,
functioning in a limited capacity
as daycare operations during
Unlock 3 to 5.

that when her order was
cancelled, she tried to speak
to the customer care
representative of Swiggy to
get her amount refunded. “I
searched for Swiggy customer
care contact number on
Google and found a phone
number — 7001978326. A man
picked up the call and I could
even hear some people abusing
each other in the background.
When I objected to the same,
the speaker claimed that he
was transferring my call to a
manager-level executive at
12.38 pm. He assured me that
my money would be refunded
and asked me to download
AnyDesk desktop application
on my phone. When I did so,

he took my mobile’s control
and could access my entire
system. He asked me to fill my
account details and later filled
all details himself and soon Rs.
21865 was deducted from my
account,” she said.Reena
alleged that after she flagged
the deduction, the accused
started abusing and told her that
the amount would not be
refunded and if she complains
or makes another call, they will
continue to deduct more money
from her account. While Reena
went to the Sector 39 police
station to lodge an FIR, she said
that her FIR was not taken
seriously there so she was
advised by a friend to contact
the cyber cell.

After Haldiram's, Mithaas hit by ransomware

NOIDA: Barely 10 days after
snack manufacturer Haldiram's
was hit by ransomware,
popular sweet seller Mithaas
Sweets has claimed to have
faced a similar attack on its
servers by hackers who
allegedly encrypted all its files
and stole data. According to
Mithaas Sweets management,
their server was attacked with
ransomware between 3pm and
4 pm on August 22, in which
they lost important data saved
on the server over the past five
years. In fact, the sweet maker
said that a “ransomware”
message flashed up on the
screen on that day when they
had tried to access their server
and subsequently they were
redirected to another recovery
email and ID for getting access

to data. According to Sumit
Choudhary, director
(operations) for Mithaas
Sweets, the hackers encrypted
the entire data into a particular
format, making it inaccessible
for the company. “A pop-up
window came up on the screen
and a message flashed on the
screen asking us to contact:
email backdata@gbmail biz and
ID: E4EB5S06E for data
recovery,” he said, adding that
rather than visiting the
mentioned email, they
preferred to contact cyber
security software company
Quick Heal. “We were
informed that there was no
immediate solution for a cyber
attack and it could take from
three months to three years to
recover the data.

How one goat sent a police post into a tizzy

GREATER NOIDA: A goat
with a voracious appetite for
fodder and a matching
penchant for mystery was at
the centre of an absorbing
investigation by cops at
Bilaspur police chowki to find
its real owner from among
three suitors, allegations of
theft, and accusations of
wrongdoing against a sub-
inspector. The goat landed up
at the police chowki exactly a
week ago, on October 19,
rescued from two juveniles
who were allegedly trying to
sell it. For days, it stayed
tethered to a pole there before
ending up at the house of a
‘local guardian’. The docile
animal, with a speckled black

and white coat, did not seem
to mind the upheaval — it
devoured fodder and bleated
gently, quite at ease at the
house of Nadim Salmani, a
resident of the Dankaur area.
However, some locals
complained to Abdul Qadir,
ACP —1II (Greater Noida) that
the chowki in-charge Sanjeev
Rathi had sold the goat to
Salmani. Asked about it,
Salmani said the goat was
given to him by the local police.
“I was asked to take care of
the animal till its owner is
found. We realised soon after
that it was a tough job to keep
it. The animal ate fodder worth
Rs 200 and also dirtied the
house,” he said, adding he had

to return the animal to the
cops. In the meantime, people
came forward to claim the
goat. One of them was from
Chuharpur village, while the
second is the father of one of
the juveniles who tried to sell
the goat. Both claims fell short
on proof of ownership. Cops
trying to track down the goat’s
original home ran out of leads
soon. Then, a third person
approached the cops with a
newspaper clipping. She
identified herself as Gulshan
from Rabupura. Police found
that the woman had uploaded
pictures of a missing goat and
requested people to help her.
A senior police officer said,
“Gulshan had come to the

chowki on Monday with a
clipping of a Hindi newspaper
and claimed the goat belonged
to her. She had also uploaded
pictures on Facebook. When
we matched the pictures, we
saw that the goat indeed
belonged to her.” Further
investigation revealed that the
juveniles who tried to sell the
goat had stolen it from the
woman. And when a police
team reached the juvenile’s
house in Mehndipur village,
they had already fled.
Additional DCP (Greater
Noida) Vishal Pandey told
TBC that the owner of the goat
had been identified, and the
animal had been handed over
to her on Monday.
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SCHOOL WITH A
MOM'S HEART |

all yours...

Admission Open for Session 2020-2021 | Classes Pre- Nursery, Nursery, K.G, | & Il
Under the aegis of Gurukul Education Society running Gurukul-The School NH-24, Ghaziabad with

Ranked amongst top 10 schools
of Ghaziabad by Times of India,
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qara {tﬂ. Award for

Best Infrastructure & Facility
provided to students, parants & visiters

| International Exchange Programme
With
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. - <

M "r.‘.l, Saviours Green Dutstanding Award !I'[Tll.]' Blair

\"{; 7 School Award

Hindustan Times, Education World | Faith Feundation, UK.
for 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015.

: +91-7533009092 | www.qurukultheschool.com
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