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Seven cops sent to police
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Tejas Express to also stop at
Ghaziabad railway station

LUCKNOW: The New Delhi
bound Tejas Express—which
starts  operations in
September—will now stop at
Ghaziabad railway station as
well. The two-minute stoppage
at Ghaziabad was added to the
train’s journey after a railway
survey recently found that
majority of the passengers
travelling between New Delhi
and Lucknow de-board their
train at Ghaziabad railway
station. Earlier, the train was
to ply between Lucknow
Junction and Anand Vihar

Terminal Railway Station.
However, the last stoppage of
the express train was later
changed to New Delhi
Railway Station. Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (Lucknow region)
chief manager Ashwini
Srivastava said, “Given the
new stoppage at Ghaziabad,
Tejas Express would depart
from Lucknow Junction at
6.10am and will reach Kanpur
at 7.20am. After a 10-minute
stop at Kanpur, it will reach
Ghaziabad at 11.43am.
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EDITORIAL

On the wrong side: On PCI
backing Kashmir restrictions

The Press Council of India (PCI)’s support of government
restrictions on communication last week was brazenly
contrary to its mandate and purpose. It has sought to intervene
in a petition by Kashmir Times executive editor Anuradha
Bhasin, pending before the apex court, seeking an end to the
restrictions on communication in Jammu and Kashmir that
were imposed before the Government’s decision on August
5 to revoke the special constitutional status of the erstwhile
State. The petitioner has cited Articles 14 (equality before
the law) and 19 (freedom of speech and expression) of the
Constitution of India, and the PCI’s intervention, if any, should
have been on the side of the petitioner. Instead, it has justified
restrictions on communication “in the interest of the integrity
and sovereignty of the nation”. The notion that an open
society, and an independent media, are somehow a threat to
the nation’s integrity and sovereignty is nothing less than a
rationale for despotism. That it is coming from a statutory,
quasi-judicial, autonomous body whose mandate it is to protect
and reinforce a professional and objective media is shocking.

The PCI explains its raison d’tetre as “rooted in the concept
that in a democratic society the press needs at once to be
free and responsible”. Of course, freedom of expression
like any other freedom is subject to reasonable restrictions.
But the operative word is ‘reasonable’. “Where the norms
are breached and the freedom is defiled by unprofessional
conduct, a way must exist to check and control it. But, control
by Government or official authorities may prove destructive
of this freedom... Hence, the Press Council,” it says. The
PCT’s stance in the instant case goes against the letter and
spirit of this claim. Its track record may not have been stellar;
nevertheless, its interventions occasionally held the mirror to
deviant journalists and publications and, at the same time,
sought to shield the profession and professionals from the
highhandedness of the state and non-state actors. It
supported the Punjab Press in its “efforts to inform the people
truthfully and impartially”” during the years of militancy in the
early 1990s; around the same period, it pulled up several
publications that showed communal bias in coverage of the
Ayodhya agitation. In fact, the PCI considers “defaming a
community a serious matter” and believes “ascribing to it a
vile, anti-national activity is reprehensible and amounts to
journalistic impropriety”. India is currently witnessing a
disturbing debasement of standards in journalism, and the
PCI’s legal and ethical obligation has never been so critical.
Media is often called upon by the state to privilege a narrowly
defined national interest over truthful reporting; professional
media in a democracy must view truthful reporting in itself
as in national interest. The PCI must play its mandated role
and not kowtow to the government of the day.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Mother held for strangling baby

GREATER NOIDA: A 26-year-old woman has been arrested
for allegedly strangling her eight-month-old son with a stole and
hiding his body in a sack at her house in a Jewar village for 10
days. Her husband and father-in-law have also been caught for
murder and criminal conspiracy. Hema, who lives in Gopalgarh
village with her husband Rohtash and other family members,
was detained on Wednesday when the decomposed body of the
child, Deepak, was found in a sack.
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Woman raped and battered by 5, but no one’s looking for the suspects

GREATER NOIDA: Sushil
Kumar had just opened his
general store around 6am on
Wednesday when a woman
came and stood by the
window. She seemed terrified,
her face was bruised and
swollen and she only had a
dupatta wrapped around
herself that was soaked in
mud. “I immediately called a
neighbour, who brought some
of his wife’s clothes. We gave
her warm water to wash her
face,” said Sushil. Sushil and
others who reassured the
woman she was safe learnt she

was in her thirties, worked at
construction sites, and had
accompanied a “friend” who
had offered to take her to a
party. Instead, he had driven
her to a plot in Sector Chi [V
where a house is being built,
and called four others there.
The woman said the five men
dragged her into the dark
interiors of the unfinished
building, and raped and
brutalised her. “She said the
five men asked her to abide by
whatever they asked her to do,
and that she hit one of them
with a brick when he was

GDA unseals private school after
Allahabad high court order

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) on
Wednesday unsealed a private
school on the orders of the
Allahabad high court. In July,
the GDA had sealed St.
Xavier’s School building in
Morta after it was found that
it was functioning without map
approval. The school, which
had about 200 students from
nursery to class VIII, had been
functioning for the last six
years in the rented building.
The school had since then
shifted to a nearby building. “It
was in first week of July that
GDA sealed the school building
which was run by a trust and
at that time there were about
200 children enrolled in the
school,” said one of the

school’s administrator. “The
school was told that the
building had no map approval
from GDA, therefore, we
submitted a revised map and
also paid a compounding fee
of Rs 5 lakh and yet authority
did not lifted the seal so we
approached the High Court”
added the administrator. “It
was stated in the petition
GDA’s action was adversely
affecting studies of children for
the last one month even though
the school was shifted to
another building” said the
administrator.

pulling her out of the car. But
they punched her in the face
and took her inside the under-
construction house,” said
Sushil. “She is a construction
worker in Tugalpur and one of
her friends had picked her up
in a car from Pari Chowk on
Tuesday night,” he added. The
assault on her lasted several
hours, going by her account.
Sanjay, who gave clothes to
the woman, said she told them
the five men had fled around
4am. “She said they took her
mobile phone and Rs 800
which she had on her.

Noida : Auto drivers want
single permits, move HC

NOIDA: The Noida
Autorickshaw  Chalak
Association (NARCA) has
filed a petition in the
Allahabad high court
demanding that the system of
issuing separate permits in
Gautam Budh Nagar for
Kasna, Dadri and Noida be
scrapped and a single permit
be issued for the entire
district. Division of areas for
permits in the district has
been a contentious issue with
auto drivers for some time
now. Auto drivers have been
alleging harassment at the
hands of police and transport
officials, claiming that while
tax is being charged from
them, they are allowed to ply
only within a specified area
of 16km and autos are seized
for violating the rule.

Noida among UP’s worst in grievance redress

NOIDA: In a statewide
performance review for the
month of July, the Gautam
Budh Nagar district found
itself placed on the 60th
position (out of 75 districts) in
terms of resolution of
complaints filed by citizens at
the CM’s grievance redress
portal IGRS and CM’s
helpline. Stung by the poor
performance of the district, the
Gautam Budh Nagar police
chief'has penned a letter to the
SHOs to ensure timely
redressal of grievances. All the
circle officers and SHOs in the
district have been asked to
speed up the process of
disposal of complaints that
arrive on the IGRS portal. The

decision was taken by SSP
Vaibhav Krishna after the
district’s performance in the
disposal of IGRS complaints
was noted to be “below
expectations” during a recent
review done by senior officers.
According to the police
officers, chief minister Yogi
Adityanath too reviewed the
scheme of grievance redressal
through the IGRS portal and
the CM’s helpline. Launched
by the Akhilesh Yadav
government in February 2016,
the Integrated Grievance
Redressal System (IGRS) is a
system that has been made for
the redressal of grievances of
citizens, who may not have
been able to approach the

related departments. The
facility allows complainants to
lodge a complaint on the
‘Jansunwai’ portal, track the
status of their complaint and
receive feedback from the
concerned department via the
portal. During the latest review
meeting to assess the situation
and a subsequent meeting with
senior police officers held a few
days back, it was noted that the
grievance redressal was not
fast in some of the districts.
Meanwhile, the SSP told TBC
that the review meeting looked
at the performance of all the
districts in July in disposal of
IGRS complaints and those
received over the helpline
number — 1706.
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Film producer robbed of Rs 18L, two held

Ghaziabad: Two persons were
arrested on Sunday for
allegedly robbing cash and
jewellery worth Rs 18 lakh from
the house of a documentary
film producer in Nehru Nagar
[T when he and his family were
in his hometown, Bulandshahr.
Police said they have recovered
Rs 10.76 lakh of the stolen
money. The main accused,
Vinod Kumar, a resident of
Bulandshahr, worked as a
driver at producer Pankaj
Sharma’s house. His
accomplice has been identified
as Parvendra. Two others
involved in the incident, Vinod’s
father Jugendar, and another
accomplice, Sonu, are on the

Insolvency proceedings
against NCR realtor

NEW DELHI: The NCLT has
initiated insolvency proceedings
against NCR-based real estate
firm Today Homes Noida Ltd
on a petition filed by a group of
homebuyers. A two-member
bench, headed by President
Justice M M Kumar, has
appointed an interim resolution
professional (IRP) to take over
the management of the
company. The tribunal rejected
the submission of the real estate
firm that it has got a four-year
extension from the UP Real
Estate Regulation Authority
(RERA) to complete the
project, saying that Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
overrides provisions under the
realty law.

run. On the night of August 14,
Vinod and his accomplices
allegedly fled with Rs 13 lakh
and jewellery worth Rs 5 lakh
from the house in Nehru Nagar
I1. SP (city) Shlok Kumar said
a relative of the producer
encouraged Vinod to commit
the crime. “Vinod told us that
Sharma’s relative had
complained of ill-treatment by
the producer and wanted to
take revenge. The relative had
informed them about the money
and jewellery in the house,”
Kumar said. Police said Vinod
had driven Sharma and his
family to Bulandshahr on
August 14 and he returned the
same day.

Woman on way to son’s
school hit by car, dies

GHAZIABAD: A 32-year-old
woman was killed on Monday
after she was hit by a car from
behind in Vijay Nagar while she
was heading towards her son’s
school, Genius Academy, to
deposit the fee. Ratna Tiwari
wasaresident of Hardoi and lived
in a rented accommodation in
Chhajarsi village in Sector 63.
Her husband, who works with a
private company in Ghaziabad,
has filed apolice complaintagainst
the driver. “Ratna had left for
school around 10.30am. When
she reached Tigri roundabout by
autorickshaw around 11am, she
got down to take an another auto
to her destination.

Stopped from beating wife, GZB
man fires at uncle, kills him

GHAZIABAD: A 32-year-
old man was arrested on
Saturday for allegedly killing
his uncle in Ghaziabad. The
uncle, Satish Chandra (63),
was trying to stop his nephew
from beating his wife and son
when the incident happened.
According to the police,
Dinesh Diwakar is addicted
to alcohol and often thrashed
his wife in an inebriated state.
Chandra, who retired from
the Indian Railways, resided
near Dinesh’s house.
Chandra’s son, Ashwani
Diwakar, told TBC that like
all other days Chandra had

After robberies, Ghaziabad autos told to display details of driver, owner

GHAZIABAD: Following a
number of crimes where
commuters were robbed in
auto-rickshaws by their
drivers, police have directed
the owners of the three-
wheelers to display details
such as the driver’s name, the
owner’s name, their mobile
numbers and the vehicle’s
registration number on the
vehicles on a yellow plate. The
deadline has been set at
August 27. Police said punitive
action under Section 188
(Disobedience to order duly
promulgated by public servant)
will be taken against the
violators after the deadline.
They will also be issued
challans, the cops added. SP

Seven cops sent to police line

GHAZIABAD: Seven
police officers were sent to
police lines from Muradnagar
and Modinagar police stations
on Tuesday. In Muradnagar,
sub-inspector and Chamunda
police post in-charge Satish
Kumar Puri, sub-inspector
Anil Kumar and constable Raj
Kumar were sent to police
lines for dereliction of duty
and giving protection to people
involved in sale of illicit liquor,
and running gambling rackets.
Police said several complaints
in this regard were received
against them and a
subsequent inquiry found the
allegations to be true. Further
disciplinary action is also
awaited against them.

Similarly, in Modinagar, four
police officers, including a
police post in-charge and a
head constable, were
suspended for allegedly
administering third-degree
torture to a local inside the
police station. The accused
police officers have been
identified as sub-inspector and
Sahabnagar police post in-
charge Rajkumar Kushwaha,
head constable Vimal Sharma,
and constables Dharmesh and
Ravindra Singh. The accused
police officers had allegedly
thrashed Neeraj Sharma, a
resident of Sikri Kalan village,
for over three hours. When his
condition deteriorated, they
dumped him near Sikri Kalan.

(city) Shlok Kumar said, “The
instructions were given
recently during a review
meeting on road safety,
attended by members of
various auto rickshaw unions.”
Talking about the modus
operandi of such auto rickshaw
gangs, Kumar said the
miscreants would park their
vehicle near bus and auto
stands and wait for
commuters. The drivers are
accompanied by their aides

NPCL staffer dies after
falling from 11th floor

GREATER NOIDA: An
NPCL staff died under
mysterious circumstances
after allegedly falling from the
11th floor of Migsun Green
Mansion in Surajpur on
Thursday. The deceased was
identified as Surjeet (35), from
West Bengal, who lived in
Delta-1 with his family. The
incident occurred around 6pm
on Thursday when Surjeet had
come to one of his colleague’s
house in the high-rise society.
“A carpenter named Zakir
Hussain had spotted him first.
Following his call to Dial 100,
a police team reached the spot
and conducted a primary
investigation.

who would pose as passengers
and sit in the vehicle. After a
commuter sits in the vehicle,
the gang would overpower the
victim, threaten them with
knife or a gun, and rob them.
In several cases, they would
also thrash the victims before
dumping them at secluded
places. Kumar said such gangs
are active in the national capital
region (NCR) and pick up
targets usually from highways.
Some of the notorious spots
include Mohan Nagar bus
stand, Bhopura, Lal Kuan,
Noida Sector 62 and New Bus
stand, among others. “In many
cases, the victims were not
able to note down the vehicle
registration number.

gone for a walk after dinner
on Friday. “Around 10pm,
when my father returned,
neighbours informed him that
Dinesh was beating his wife
and 8-year-old son,” Diwakar
said. When Chandra entered
Dinesh’s house, the latter
was beating his wife with his
belt and slipper. He had
allegedly asked her to give
him money to buy liquor,
which she refused. “As my
father could not stop Dinesh,
he slapped him. Dinesh went
inside his room, only to come
out within seconds with a
pistol.

Ghaziabad techie jumps
to death as parents wait
for breakfast

GHAZIABAD: A27-year-old
man allegedly committed suicide
by jumping off the balcony ofhis
house located on the seventh
floor of Mahagun Montage, a
housing society at Crossings
Republik in Ghaziabad, on
Tuesday morming. According to
police, the deceased man has
been identified as Swapnil Singh.
He worked as a software
engineer in a private company
in Noida, the cops added. The
reason behind the alleged suicide
isnot clear yet. According to the
residents, Swapnil had shifted to
the housing society around a year
ago along with his father and
mother.

Kabaddi player alleges

molestation,

GHAZIABAD: A 34-year-old
kabaddi coach was arrested for
allegedly molesting a minor
student during a training session
in a sports academy in Kavi
Nagar. Police said the coach,
Vijay Chaudhury, is a resident
of Govindpuram and was
arrested from outside the
academy on Tuesday.
According to the complaint, the
16-year-old girl, a Class XI
student of a private school, had
gone to the academy to train
when Chaudhury approached
her. “During training, the coach
touched the girl inappropriately
and tried to force himselfon her.
He tried to kiss and embrace

coach held

her. The girl managed to flee
somehow and narrated the
ordeal to her parents,” a police
officer said, quoting from the
complaint. The girl is said to
have played several district-
level matches and represented
her school. The girl has also
alleged that Chaudhury had
been harassing her for the past
two months and would often
touch her inappropriately during
training sessions on one pretext
or the other. The complaint also
mentioned that the accused had
taken the girl’s phone number
from the academy’s register
and started sending lewd
messages to her.
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Noida installs dual meters to cut down your power bill

NOIDA: The power
department has started
installing dual meters for
residents of housing societies,
amove that could drastically
bring down electricity bills.
The move follows a
longpending demand from
residents and an order last
year by the Uttar Pradesh
Regulatory Commission
(UPERC) to install dual
meters and provide direct
connections to each flat. As
part of the plan, the newly
installed meters will have two
sections, officials said. The
first part of the meter will
display the units consumed by
a flat owner directly from

Pachimanchal Vidyut Vitaran
Nigam Ltd (PVVNL), while
the second one will calculate
the charges for power backup
provided by the builder. A
consumer can pay the
electricity bill to the power
department and fee for
backup to the builder. As of
now, residents of highrises
often end up paying more for
power as the builders include
maintenance and other
charges into it. The meters
can also be installed in existing
societies, provided 50% of the
residents agree to it. As a pilot
project, the power department
is installing the dual meters in
about 790 apartments of

Fight over upkeep: Electric
crematorium not in use yet

GHAZIABAD: The city’s
first electric crematorium has
not become operational even
though it has been ready for the
last four months. The
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation (GMC) has so far
refused to take over the
crematorium because of its
differences with the Ghaziabad
Development Authority (GDA)
over taking responsibility for its
maintenance. “We constructed
Ghaziabad’s first electric
crematorium from our own
fund. The GMC has shown no
interest. As aresult, it is yet to
become operational,” said Ajay
Singh, executive engineer,

GDA. “We have spent Rs 1.20
crore on its construction,
including Rs 70 lakh on
infrastructure and Rs 49 lakh
on machines. Yet, the GMC
wants the GDA to take care of
the maintenance as well,”
added Singh, also pointing out
that the municipal corporations
across the state take care of the
upkeep of the electric
crematoriums.

Sunworld Developers in
Sector 107. The cost of the
meters is being borne by the
consumer. “We have issued
notices to all apartment
complexes,” said VN Singh,
chief engineer of the Noida
power department. Power
bills are often dearer for
residents of high-rises as they
do not have individual
connections. Electricity is
supplied to them through the
builder, who takes connection
in the name of the society as a
whole. The builder then
distributes the power through
sub-meters and according to a
resident’s demand. In most
cases, a flat owner ends up

paying the society’s
maintenance fee common
area electricity and charges for
using the club, lobby, lifts along
with the power bill. “This is
done to ensure that a resident
does not delay the payment of
maintenance charge. If the
resident fails to pay the power
bill to the builder, which already
has the maintenance charge
included in it, he stands to lose
connection. This is purely
unethical, nowhere is this
allowed,” said Akhil Kumar, a
resident of Sector 76. Sahay
said this was the reason why
residents had raised the
demand for individual
connections last year.

Agency dupes hospital of Rs 5 lakh

GHAZIABAD: A Noida-
based agency that provides
housekeeping staffto a hospital
in Ghaziabad has been accused
of hacking into its computer
system and conducting a fraud
to the tune of Rs 5 lakh. Police
said the agency falsely marked
attendance of the staff at
Narendra Mohan Hospital and
Heart Centre and got payments
against them in January,
February and March. Vijay
Kumar Aggarwal, the
complainant, is an assistant
manager in the hospital located
in Mohan Nagar. The accused
have been identified as
Ashwani Singh, director of
Reliant Facility Management
and two employees of the

hospital — Neeraj Rajput, an
assistant manager and
Satyajeet Singh, an HR
employee, and other staffers.
The complainant said the
hospital hired the firm on
September, 28, 2018. The
contract signed was valid for
one year. The agency duped the
hospital with the help of some
hospital staff, he said. “In
August, the hospital checked its
records and found that the
agency had tampered with the
attendance. The accused had
hacked the computer system to
get more money,” the
complainant said. “In January,
the agency marked attendance
for 840 employees instead of
437 and took Rs 1.68 lakh.

Paperwork, ‘loopholes’ hold up Amrapali flats’ registry

NOIDA: Nearly 14,000
residents of Amrapali who
have possession of their
apartments and are awaiting
tripartite registrations might
have to wait for some more
time before the documents get
processed. The Supreme
Court-appointed court receiver
R Venkatamani told TBC that
preliminary checks to procure
documents to authenticate
ownerships has revealed that
the apartments due for registry
are still not free of problems
and it could take some more
time before the paperwork is
completed. The one-month
time period given by the
Supreme Court for execution

of registries got over on
August 23. But the court
receiver has not outlined a new
time frame for completion of
the task that the apex court had
entrusted him  with.
Venkatramani said the
estimate of 30 days that the
Supreme Court had mentioned
in its 270-page report dated
July 23, is not conducive to
ground realities and each of the
apartments has loopholes that
have to be addressed before
the buyers get to sign the
tripartite agreements. With the
existing lease deeds between
Noida Authority and Amrapali
cancelled, the third party
between the buyer and the

Authority is now the court
receiver. The deals would be
signed by a signatory assigned
by him. “Each project has a
slew of problems that needs to
be addressed before new deals
are signed. The process will
take time and the 30-day limit
set by the Supreme Court may
not be possible to adhere to. I
have informed the court,”
Venkatramani told TBC. He
added that he would soon
release a sequential list of
projects as they are due for
registrations. “Once the
ownership is authenticated by
the Authorities, the deal-signing
would be done,” Venkatramani
said. Among the projects

where buyers are waiting for
registration, 1,033 buyers of
Amrapali Sapphire I are at the
top. They are in the process
of submitting documents for
ownership authentication.
“The buyers need clarity and
detail information about each
document they are supposed to
put together. This will help us
speed up the process. Many
buyers still do not have clarity
about things they need to deposit
and this is going to create delay
in the documentation process,”
Ravi Kant, a resident of
Amrapali Sapphire said.
Meanwhile, the residents were
jubilant, as have been given
Ganga water connection.
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Two arrested for Killing 31-
year-old man, dumping body

NEW DELHI: Two people
were arrested for allegedly
killing a 31-year-old man and
later dumping his body near
Ghazipur Sabzi Mandi, police
said on Saturday.The accused
have been identified as Zile
Singh, 35, a resident of Nand
Nagri, and Mahender Singh,35,
aresident of Ghaziabad, they
said. On August 3, the body of
a man, wrapped in a cover,
was found in front of Ghazipur
Sabzi Mandi. There was a
tattoo 'Sunny' on the arm of the
body, police said. The man was
identified as Sunny, a resident
of Loni in UP's Ghaziabad, and

Electrician injured as
wine cooler explodes

NOIDA: A 27-year old
electrician suffered serious
injuries after a wine cooler
installed at a wine shop in
Sector 110 allegedly blew up
while he was trying to repair
it. According to police, the
accident occurred around 3pm
on Friday when electrician
Kashif, a native of Meerut,
was repairing the gas leakage
in the cooler. Sub-inspector
Ankush Singh told TBC that
they received an information
about the incident around 3pm
and since a lot of smoke was
being emitted out of the shop,
a call was made to the fire
services as well and fire
tenders reached the spot.

was involved in five cases,
including murder and robbery,
they said. The accused and the
deceased were known to each
other and were drug addicts,
police said. Zile was arrested
from Nand Nagri area, they
said. "Interrogation revealed
that on the intervening night of
August 2 and 3, they were
taking drugs together.
Meanwhile, Sunny passed a
vulgar comment on Zile's wife,
following which an argument
ensued between them and they
fired at Sunny near Zile's
residence," said a senior police
officer.

UP trader death: 100
booked for assaulting
cops during protest

NOIDA: More than 100
people were booked for
allegedly assaulting policemen
and vandalising police vehicles
during a protest at Jewar over
the death of a local trader. The
trader, Deepak Singh, from
Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh, was
allegedly thrashed by four men
after an argument broke out
between them when they
were drinking on August 18, a
police spokesperson said.
“Following the attack, Deepak
was referred to Safdarjung
hospital in Delhi where he
succumbed to his injuries on
Thursday,” he said.

Ghaziabad-Delhi lane of Hindon
flyover to be closed for 3 nights

GHAZIABAD: Delhi-bound
traffic will not be allowed on
the Hindon elevated road (Raj
Nagar Extension to UP Gate
lane) for three nights starting
Saturday to allow installation of
girders for a bridge that is
coming up next to it, on NH-9.
The traffic restrictions,
officials said, are necessary to
complete widening of the
Hindon canal bridge, under
which the Raj Nagar-Delhi
lane of the Hindon Elevated
Road passes before eventually
meeting NH-9. “We have
asked for traffic restrictions
from 10pm to S5am on

In Ghaziabad, these cycling tracks have space for everything but cyclists

Noida: Cycling tracks, one of
the flagship projects of the
previous government under
Akhilesh Yadav, are lying in a
shambles in Raj Nagar
Extension. They have either
been broken down at places,
encroached upon by vendors or
being used for parking of
vehicles. The situation is worse
in front of markets in the
township. Residents said the
tracks are being used for all sorts
of purposes except for cycling.
A survey of the area revealed
that the space meant for cyclists
in front of a market near Aura
Chimera society has completely
been encroached upon by shops
and vehicles. As an extension of
their shops located in the market,

BJP man in Jewar shot at, accuses neighbours

NOIDA: The mandal vice-
president of BJP’s Jewar unit
was shot at allegedly by his
neighbours on Saturday night.
The accused, brothers Harkesh
and Pankaj, and their father
Jahangir allegedly attacked
Hariom Sharma near his
tubewell on Saturday night and
Harkesh then shot at him,
Hariom has alleged. However,
another account of the incident
has emerged. While hospital
authorities told TBC thata bullet
had grazed past his left shoulder,
Hariom has said that the bullet
had pierced his arm. Hariom has
said he has two injuries where a
bullet has entered and exited his
arm. The 40-year-old leader told
TBC that around 9 pm on
Saturday when he went to a

tubewell on his field, about 100
m from his house,he saw four
people standing there. “There
was Harkesh, Pankaj and their
father Jahangir, and with them
was another man who had a
cloth covering his face. They
attacked me and started beating
me up. They slapped and
punched me and later, Harkesh
took out a revolver and tried to
shoot me in the chest,” Hariom
said, adding that the bullet
missed hit him in the shoulder.
“Harkesh shot another bullet.
But I was lucky that it also
missed the target,” he said.
Hariom has alleged that about
15 days ago, he had got “indirect
threats” from Harkesh who
called up a villager and told him
to warn Hariom.

eateries have put up stalls inside
the barricaded area. The
situation is no different on the
road where societies such as
KW Shristi, Fortune Residency
and VVIP Addresses are
located. Here, several makeshift
furniture, vehicle repair shops
and food joints have come up on
vacant plots. A section of
residents demands that these
cycle tracks should be removed
for their failure to serve the
purpose. Gajendra Arya,

Doorstep waste
collection yet to gain
pace, agency warned

NOIDA: The Noida Authority on
Friday issued a notice to the
company, whichis responsible for
ensuring door-to-door waste
collection in the city, regarding a
delay inthe work. The Authority’s
new CEO Ritu Maheshwari
warned the company that if the
work isnot found satisfactory then
the company would risk getting
blacklisted. “AG Enviro Infra
Projects Pvt Ltd has not been
adhering to the schedule it had
given us and we have received
complaints from residents
regarding the work notbeing done
properly. We have asked them to
get their act together or face
action,” said Maheshwari.

president of the Federation of
Apartment Owners’
Association of Raj Nagar
Extension, said, “They are
useless. We have raised the
issue with the authorities and
demanded that they be
demolished and the road be
widened. As a large chunk of
the road is barricaded on both
sides for the tracks, they serve
as safe haven for encroachers.”
Residents said that in the
absence of proper monitoring,
encroachers do not pay much
heed and start setting up shops
on roadsides within a few days
of being removed. GDA
secretary Santosh Kumar Rai
said there was no plan to
remove tracks from the area.

Saturday, Sunday and Monday
and we have received
assurance from the traffic
(police) department that steps
will be taken in this regard,”
said a National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
officer. SP traffic HN Singh
said since NHAI wanted zero
traffic movement, the closure
had been scheduled over a
weekend so that traffic does
not take a major hit. “We do
not expect heavy traffic
movement during this time and,
as requested, will be erecting
barricades to divert traffic,”
Singh said.

Three ‘signature spots’
in the pipeline for Noida

NOIDA: The Noida Authority is
planning three infrastructure
projects with an aim to develop
those as signature spots in the city.
The projects include a convention
area on the lines of India Habitat
Centre and a hangout zone like
Gurgaon’s CyberHub and a
startup hub. Officials said all
three projects are in the planning
stage and might be discussed at
the next board meeting in
September. While the project
similar to the habitat centre has
been discussed and some
suggestions have been made,
reports are not ready for the other
two. For these projects, officials
are analysing space requirement,
demand and land availability.

Noida to take expert help on
Parthala Chowk snarls

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
is in the process of hiring a
consultant to make an
independent decongestion plan
for Parthala Chowk near
Sector 121, officials said.
According to an initial survey,
over 28,000 vehicles use the
roundabout during rush hours.
In the next few years, the
volume of traffic at this
intersection is expected to rise
by 60-70%, the traffic
department said. To reduce
regular congestion, the traffic
police have tried at least four
different diversion plans and
several combinations of U-
turns in the past six months.

However, none seem to have
worked so far. The Authority
had earlier earmarked Rs 90
crore to develop either an
underpass or a flyover across
the chowk to ease traffic at the
roundabout. As per the survey,
a presentation was made to the
new CEO Ritu Maheshwari,
finalising a flyover that would
connect Gaur Chowk in Noida
Extension to Balaknath
crossing near Sector 71.
Maheshwari, however, put the
project on hold seeking more
clarity on the design and
budget requirements. “We
needed expert advice on the
matter.
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