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Work on Old Hindon Bridge
to commence in March

GHAZIABAD: The work on
the Old Hindon Bridge will
commence in March, twenty
months after it was closed down
on June 27 2017 after cracks
were spotted in its pillars. The
UP Bridge Corporation will
carry out the work which will
be funded by the Ghaziabad
Development Authority (GDA)
and it will take 18 months to
complete the work. “In March,
the UP Bridge Corporation will
start work on Old Hindon Bridge
and it will take 18 months to
complete the work,” said
Kanchan Verma, vice
chairperson, GDA. “The
corporation has demanded Rs

30 lakh to make design and
drawing of the bridge which will
be released by the GDA
shortly,” added Verma. Since
then, the GDA was in two minds
whether to construct the bridge
on its own or whether to hand
over the construction work to
PWD or UP Bridge Corporation
and after alot of deliberations, it
was finally decided to entrust the
job to the corporation.
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EDITORIAL

SP-BSP alliance: The
battle for the heartland

The Samajwadi Party (SP), the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) arrived at a specific deal
on seat-sharing on Thursday. This alliance has, of course,
been in the works for more than a year. It began with the
BSP’s support to the SP in the Gorakhpur and Phulpur
bypolls; it was reinforced with the BSP and the SP’s joint
support to the RLD in Kairana. It involved quiet work on
the ground to ensure that the cadres of the two big regional
parties put aside their past acrimony. And it was formalised
with Mayawati and Akhilesh Yadav publicly sharing the stage
and announcing a pact in January. With a decision on which
party will contest from which constituency, the alliance is
now sealed.

The logic of the mahagathbandhan (grand alliance) is simple.
All three parties faced a rout in both the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections. They recognised that while the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was able to construct a wide
social coalition, the votes of non-BJP parties fragmented. If
the SP and the BSP combined forces, it would symbolically
herald the coming together of two distinct political traditions
inspired by Ram Manohar Lohia and BR Ambedkar. But
more crucially, it would bring together Yadavs, Jatavs (a
Dalit sub-caste), Muslims, and potentially other OBC and
Dalit sub groups. A social coalition of this nature can help
the alliance win a majority of the 80 seats in the state.
Arithmetic favours this alliance.

But there are challenges too. There is already rumbling within
the SP (epitomised by patriarch Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
expressions of discontent ) that the party has given way too
much space to the BSP. If this feeling percolates, SP workers
may not actively work for BSP candidates. On the other
side, remember that BSP workers (mostly Dalits) have been
locked in a confrontational relationship with the SP’s base
of Yadavs. Mayawati’s vote base is loyal but her ability to
transfer votes will be put to the test. Priyanka Gandhi’s entry
and the buzz around the Congress also complicates the
theatre for the alliance, especially if the party is able to take
away Muslim and Dalit votes. And finally, as the last two
elections have shown, it would be a mistake to underestimate
Narendra Modi’s popularity, the BJP’s organisational might
and its ability to fuse Hindutva and nationalism, especially
after Pulwama. The grand alliance now has to ensure that
the partnership at the top percolates down to the ground;
that they have a common and coherent message; and that
their voters remain united.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Family robbed at gunpoint in

daylight on Noida Link Road

NEW DELHI: Most Delhiites
would not imagine that they
can be robbed at gunpointon a
busy arterial road in broad
daylight. Nor did N K Tandon,
a 66-year-old businessman,
when he stepped out of his car
to buy water on Noida Link
Road at 1pm on Monday. What
happened next is an ominous

teaser to the brazenness with
which robbers and snatchers
have begun operating in the
capital. “I had stepped out of
the car to buy a water bottle
from aroadside stall when two
men came on a motorcycle.
One of them swung open the
car door and snatched the car
keys,” Tandon later told cops.
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Land acquisition to start, Jewar eyes first step in airport path

GREATER NOIDA: When
the first plane takes off from
Jewar International Airport
sometime in the near future, the
name of a village with 480 land-
owning families will be the first
in the list of milestones that
would have made that flight
possible. The foundation stone
for one of the country’s biggest
infrastructure projects will be laid
at Ranhera, which will
contribute 100.59 hectares to the
pool of land needed for the
airport, and is one of the six
villages earmarked for land
acquisition. While the entire
1239.14-hectare acquisition in
Ranhera, Parohi, Rohi,
Kishorpur, Dayanatpur and
Banwaribas will take around

is preparing for the foundation
stone-laying ceremony in the
first week of March by
completing acquisition in
Ranhera and Parohi. Balram
Singh, ADM (land acquisition)
said the administration has
prepared the files of 400
Ranhera farm owners. “We
have also prepared the files for
compensation for Parohi, where
134.19 hectares land will be
acquired. We will start awarding

Noida allots 17 plots for startups

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
on Tuesday allotted 17
industrial plots for startups and
business expansion in different
sectors. Plots measuring up to
five acres are located in sectors
58,60,67,83, 85,155,156, 157,
phase 1 and 2, among other
places. The land allotment for
expansion were given to
Neptune Systems Pvt Ltd that
deals in making energy efficient
electrical products, Colorjet
India, that deals in digital inkjet
printers, among others. Vivacity
Homes, Equasocio Network,
Rtaa Services and Astraea
Business Consultancy were
allotted land for startups. The
plots were also allotted to three
individuals - Tarun Kumar,

Jagdish Rai Karnani and
Pragya Agarwal for their
respective business expansion.
N K Singh, officer on special
duty (industry), Noida
Authority, said these companies
will develop their startups soon.
“The allottees will have to start
construction work within six
months from taking over the
physical possession of the plot.
The startups are in nascent
stage and project details are not
available yet,” said the OSD.
Addverb Technologies, that
deals in manufacturing chain/
pallet/spiral conveyor, was also
allotted land. “The products/
components can be moved
from one point to another
easily.

compensation to the farm
owners from Friday. The farm
owners will directly receive
compensation in their bank
accounts to ensure
transparency,” he said. The
development of the airport and
relocation of families will take
place simultaneously over two
years. The administration has
prepared a rehabilitation and
resettlement (R&R) report for
the 8,971 affected families.
However, there are only 3,627
families whose houses will be
acquired and they will be
relocated. The affected families
will get 50% developed land
proportional to the covered area
of their houses (up to 500 square
metres and at least 50 sqm).

CPCB responds to
complaint made
online, seeks report

NOIDA: The district fee
regulation committee (DFRC) on
Tuesday imposed a fine of Rs 1
lakh on Apeejay School in
Noida’s Sector 16A for
increasing its fees abruptly in
January for the last quarter of this
academic session. The school
has also been asked to refund the
excess fees, officials said.
Despite repeated attempts, the
Apeejay School management
could notbe contacted. ANSPA
has welcomed the move.
“We’ve submitted complaints
from four Noida schools to the
DFRC. A check on the fee
structure of the private schools
was long overdue.

Why most ATMs in Noida are Always Threatened Machines

NOIDA: Over 4,000 ATM
kiosks across Gautam Budh
Nagar district are not manned
by guards but unarmed
“caretakers” of private
agencies who are left to the
mercy of just a stick to deal with
robbery attempts or any other
mischief. Officials of the
private agency that was
responsible for maintaining the
SBI ATM from where Rs 40
lakh was robbed on Tuesday
said their caretakers are only
trained to keep the kiosks clean
and lock and unlock the gates.
When the two men barged into
the ATM kiosk on Tuesday and
fired a few shots, the two
armed guards with the cash

van and the one manning the
ATM ran for cover. The
situation is not much different
for the 4,500 ATMs in the
district. With banks cutting
down on expenditure on
security, these ATMs have been
reduced to vulnerable targets of
assailants. Sohrab Khan, field
officer of Tiger 4 security
agency, said their guard was not

at fault when he chose to flee
from the spot in the wake of
the firing. “Our guard is not
exactly a guard but a caretaker.
He has been hired for basic
functioning of an ATM kiosk,
such as its maintenance,
upkeep, cleanliness and locking/
unlocking. He is not trained to
counter any armed assailant,”
he said. Sohrab, whose agency
is looking after 44 ATMs in
Noida, said armed guards are
usually  restricted to
accompanying the cash van
responsible for feeding ATMs.
“A cash van usually has five
people, including two gunners,
two custodians and a driver,”
he said.
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Gang of burglars on police
radar, 1 held in Indirapuram

GHAZIABAD: A 30-year-old
burglar with a reward of Rs
15,000 on his head has been
arrested in Indirapuram. Police
said he is part of a gang of
burglars who broke into at least
five houses in Indirapuram and
Vasundhara and made off with
jewellery and valuables worth
lakhs. Sahin Alaam, who is
from West Bengal, was
arrested from a slum in
Indirapuram on Wednesday
night after cops received a tip-
off. “Sahin was involved in
several burglaries with his
associates. The other two
members of his gang are on the

Youth hangs self, a
day after his birthday

GHAZIABAD: A 20-year-
old woman was allegedly
assaulted after an argument
over feeding of street dogs on
Tuesday. Divyani Swaroop, a
resident of Shipra Riviera in
Indirapuram, said she was
assaulted when she went to
her friend’s house in the same
housing  society in
Indirapuram’s Gyan Khand
around 12pm. “Around four-
five puppies live near my
friend’s house, so we went to
feed them. Suddenly, the
weather changed and it
started raining. We made a
temporary shelter for the
puppies with the help of
cartons.

run. We have received
information that they are hiding
in south India,” a police officer
said. SP (city) Shlok Kumar said
the trio would pose as plumbers,
courier boys and technicians to
gain entry to a housing society
or locality and conduct recces
of locked homes. After zeroing
monahouse, two of them would
come to the area a few days
later in the same guise, while the
third would pose as a scrap
dealer and bring along a cart
(theli). They would break into the
house and after stealing the
goods, hide the booty in the cart
and exit the society.

Man carrying
pistol in Metro
arrested in Noida

NOIDA: A 28-year-old man
was arrested on Saturday
after he was found carrying
a country-made pistol inside
a metro station on the Blue
Line, police said. The
accused was held by the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) officials when
the firearm was detected in
his bag by a scanning
machine at the Noida Sector
15 metro station, a police
official said. He has been
identified as Ankit Kumar
Singh, 28, a resident of Palam
village in Delhi.

Union cabinet approves

Delhi-

Ghaziabad-Meerut rapid rail corridor

GHAZIABAD: The union
cabinet on Tuesday gave its
approval for Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut rapid rail corridor
being developed by National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC). The
DPR of'the project has already
been approved by UP
government and the NCTRC
is already carrying out pre-
construction work such as
geo-technical survey, road
widening work, utility
diversion work and pile load
testing for the construction of
this corridor. The total project
cost of this corridor has been
pegged at Rs 30724 crore out

Ghaziabad: 1 kidnapping, 2 different ransom calls

GHAZIABAD: A gang
kidnapped a 13-year-old boy in
Raj Nagar but was beaten to the
ransom call by another that read
the parents’ appeal on social
media to help find their missing
son and asked for Rs 1 crore.
They threatened to inflict severe
injuries on the boy, whose
whereabouts they had no idea
of, to scare the parents. The
parents went through five days
of agony as, a day later, they
received a ransom call for
double the amount — this time
from the original kidnappers who
sought Rs 2 crore. The boy, who
was kidnapped on February 10,
was held hostage in a house for
five days, blindfolded with his
hands and feet tied. He was

Ghaziabad to have 80,000 more voters this
Lok Sabha poll, 22,000 of them first-timers

GHAZIABAD: The district
election office is busy updating
its voter list ahead of the 2019
general election. According to
figures updated till January 22,
84,577 new voters have been
added to the list so far, which
roughly translates to a 3.21%
rise in electors as compared to
last year. According to the
election officer, more names
will be added over the next few
months. Though elections are
not held every year, voters’ lists
are updated at regular intervals.
In 2018, the total number of
voters registered with the
election office was 26,31,294,
which included 14,74,420 male
votersand 11,56,757 female. As

on January 22 this year, the
figure has increased to
27,15,871 voters, with men
accounting for 15,13,963 and
female voters 12,01,705. The
Ghaziabad parliamentary seat
has six Assembly
constituencies — Loni,
Muradnagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Modinagar and
Dhaulana (partial). “If we look
at the rise in voters in each
Assembly constituency, the
Loni constituency has
registered a maximum
increase in electors, which
stands at 5.48% as compared
to last year,” said Hare
Krishna Sharma, the election
officer.

released on February 15. The
boy’s parents, who run a travel
agency, did not inform police till
he was safely returned to them

by the abductors. The
kidnappers have been identified
as Firozabad resident Pramod
Jain, who was facing financial
difficulties. His accomplices are
Pradeep and Pawan Kumar,
bother residents of Delhi, and
Pramod Yadav and Sonu
Kumar, residents of Ghaziabad.
All five were arrested on Friday
and Rs 8 lakh found on them.

3 held for online
betting in Noida

NOIDA: Three people were
arrested in a raid on a house
at Harola in Sector 5, Noida
on Sunday afternoon. They
were caught red-handed
while allegedly betting via
online platforms. Two of the
accused — Ajeet and
Amarjeet — are from Aheri
village in Hardoi, UP and the
other accused Manish is from
Dawoodpur in Chhapra,
Bihar. Rajveer Singh
Chauhan, SHO at Sector 20
police station, said, “Acting on
a tip-off, we raided the house
where the men were caught
making calls to the betters
who switched off their phones
after the raid.”

Police said the fake ransom
calls were placed through the
internet and originated from
Pakistan. SP (city) Shlok
Kumar said the kidnapped boy
was kept in a rented
accommodation near Tigri
roundabout. “The gang’s plan
was to abduct a person in Delhi
and for that, they had been
making plans for the past two
months. However, frustrated at
their lack of success, they
kidnapped the boy after having
alcohol at a shop in
Ghaziabad,” he added. Besides
Rs 8 lakh, police sized three
country-made pistols, amobile
phone, an Xcent car and a bike
that were allegedly used in the
crime.

of which UP government will
have to share Rs 6500 crore.

The Uttar Pradesh
government recently allocated
Rs 400 crore for Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut Regional
Rapid Transit System, The 82
Km Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor from Sarai
Kale Khan in Delhi till
Modipuram in Meerut will
have seven RRTS stations in
Ghaziabad.

Cops caught on
camera taking

bribe, probe on

GHAZIABAD: A video has
emerged showing cops with a
police response vehicle (PRV)
taking bribe of Rs 2,500 from
the driver of a truck. The three-
minute video seems to be at
least five days old. The clip
started ciculating on social
media on Thursday. Taking suo
motu cognizance, SP Shlok
Kumar has ordered an inquiry.
In the footage, the truck was
flagged down by a constable
who was part of the police
team. The police vehicle’s
registration number is UP 32
DG 2144. The constable,
Kapil, was seen talking to the
driver.

Prasar Bharti official
cheated of Rs 1.5 lakh

GHAZIABAD: A senior
official with Prasar Bharti was
allegedly duped of Rs 1.6 lakh
by a travel agency that
promised domestic and
international holiday packages
at huge discounts. The official
Avinash Pandey filed a
complaint against three
persons at Indirapuram police
station Sunday. Pandey, a
resident of Vaishali, told police
that in July 2018, he had
received a call from one
Sandeep who that told that the
company was giving free
holiday gift vouchers as a
promotion. “He offered me a

10-year membership
programme for Rs 1.6 lakh and
offered me six night, seven
days holiday accommodation
every year at any of their
sponsored five-star resorts
across India. The company
also ffered me a week’s
holiday accommodation every
year at any international
destination,” said Pandey. In
September 2018, Pandey tried
to avail the international tour
package offer and asked the
company’s office to book a trip
to Dubai from November 21-
25, but at the last moment, the
staff cancelled the tour.
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NHALI to partially open DME falling under Ghaziabad in April

GHAZIABAD: The National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) will throw open a
portion of Delhi-Meerut
Expressway (DME) falling
under Ghaziabad by April 2019.
According to NHAI official the
major work on 8Km stretch
between UP Gate to Vijay
Nagar is 50% complete and in
twomonths it will be opened. The
remaining 11.2 Km stretch from
Vijay Nagar to Dasna will also
be opened by the end of this
year. “We had earlier planned
to open 8Km DME stretch
between UP gate to Vijay Nagar
in March this year but rain and
pollution played spoilsport due to
which we had to stop work, now

we have set April 2019
deadline,” said RP Singh, project
director, NHAI. “The work on
NH24 side is near completion
work on underpass structure is
almost complete while work on
central verge which constitutes
DME is currently being
underway which will also be
completed by April,” added
Singh. The DME passes through
Hindon river where it seems
more time is required to wrap
up work here but Singh exuding

Police drop sedition charges
against 14 AMU students

ALIGARH: The police have
dropped sedition charges
slapped against 14 Aligarh
Muslim University after the
recent protests on the campus,
citing “lack of evidence”. The
students were booked for
sedition after Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) district
president Mukesh Lodhi
alleged he was assaulted by
some students who chanted
pro-Pakistan slogans, police
said. Senior superintendent of
police Akash Kulhari said
Friday the charges were
dropped three days back as
there is no evidence to support
them. He said there is no
videographic proof or any

™

other evidence “to support the
claim that anti-India or pro-
Pakistan slogans were raised
by these boys during the clash
between two student groups at
University circle on February
12". The clashes appeared to
have been triggered by reports
that AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi was visiting the
campus. Bharatiya Janata
Party youth wing BJYYM had
demanded that the reported
visit should be banned.

confidence says “as far as work
on Hindon river is concerned the
plinth work is over and now will
only have to place girder and lay
slabs on it which is not much of
work and the April deadline
would be met,” said Singh. All
along 8Km stretch between UP
Gate to Vijay Nagar there are
seven underpasses of
dimensions 2mX15mX5.5m
dimensions and three Light
Vehicle underpasses. “As far as
integration of traffic from
Indirapuram, Sidharth Vihar and
Vijay Nagar on Ghaziabad side
and from Noida on other side is
concermned it will happen through
10underpasses which fall under
this stretch,” said Singh. “While

these underpasses will ensure
seamless movement of traffic to
Noida and Ghaziabad, Delhi and
Dasnabound vehicles will have
to take curve which will lead to
NH24,” added Singh. For
vehicular access to DME, on
8Km stretch between UP Gate
to Vijay Nagar there is only one
point which is at Abhay Khand.
“From Abhay Khand near Gaur
office in Indirapuram the DME
could be accessed though we
have along UP Gate to Dasna
strtch there two more access
points, at ABES cut and AKG
Engineering college which of
course will open in the next
phase in December 2019,” said

Singh.

Will visit every farmer’s home,
says BSP’s Satveer Nagar

NOIDA: Satveer Nagar
promises to visit every farmer’s
house in Gautam Budh Nagar
because, he says, he can
understand their pain. “My
father was a farmer and we
have been living here for
generations. I intend to reach
every household with the aim
to address their issues,” says
the 37-year-old, on whose
shoulders rest the SP-BSP
alliance’s prospects of wresting
a seat dominated by BJP. While
SP takes guard in Ghaziabad
for the alliance, it is BSP that
will challenge BJP from Gautam
Budh Nagar, a seat currently
held by Union minister Mahesh
Sharma. The announcement of

Nagar as the alliance candidate
has buoyed the BSP ranks.
After a poor show in 2014,
when the party only polled 16%
of'the votes, there is belief that
Nagar is the right man to lead
a revival. Nagar was also
earlier named as the head of
BSP’s district unit. A science
graduate from Delhi University,
Nagar is a resident of Atta
village. “I feel for farmers of
the district as their land
compensation issue has been
pending for a long time despite
promises by the BIJP
government. [ intend to address
this on priority,” Nagar says.
Nagar’s family has ancestral
farm land in Greater Noida.

School fined Rs 1 lakh told to refund excess fees

NOIDA: The district fee
regulation committee (DFRC)
on Tuesday imposed a fine of
Rs 1 lakh on Apeejay School
in Noida’s Sector 16A for
increasing its fees abruptly in
January for the last quarter of
this academic session. The
school has also been asked to
refund the excess fees,
officials said. Despite repeated
attempts, the Apeejay School
management could not be
contacted. The DFRC’s action
came days after it had sought
an explanation from the school
in the wake of a complaint by
the All Noida School Parents’
Association (ANSPA) last
month for hiking the quarterly

fees by nearly Rs 5,000 “in
violation of the UP Self-
Financed Independent Schools
(Fee Regulation) Act, 2018”.
“Since Apeejay School
imposed the fee hike without
permission from the fee
regulation committee in
violation of the act, we have
imposed a fine of Rs 1 lakh on
the school so that it serves as
an example to other schools of
Noida as well,” district
magistrate BN Singh, also the

chairperson of the DFRC, told
TBC. “The school has also
been asked to refund the
excess fees. Additionally, we
have advised a review of the
existing fee structure of the
school to see if it matches with
the norms of the UP fee
regulation act. If it doesn’t,
then an entire revision of the
school’s fee structure will be
advised,” said district inspector
of schools PK Upadhay.
ANSPA has welcomed the
move. “We’ve submitted
complaints from four Noida
schools to the DFRC. A check
on the fee structure of the
private schools was long
overdue. We urge all school

parents to actively flag fee
irregularities. The committee
has taken a hard stance on
Apeejay School, Noida,” said
Yatendra Kasana, the
association president. “We
hope that all private schools in
the city will regulate their fee
structure in the session of
2019-20,” he added. Some 139
schools in Noida and Greater
Noida come under the UP fee
regulation act. It covers all
private schools affiliated to any
board, including Uttar Pradesh
State Education Board, CBSE,
ICSE or any school with
international affiliations as well
which have an annual fee
structure exceeding Rs 20,000.
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Sudden spike sees 15 cases of

swine flu in last 2 weeks

NOIDA: At least three
persons have died of swine flu
in Noida hospitals, doctors said
on Thursday, but none of them
were from the city. There is,
however, a sudden spurt in the
number of people being
diagnosed with swine flu as
winter draws towards a close.
Fifteen cases have been
reported from the city in the
past two weeks alone, taking
the total tally to 43 since
September last year. The latest
case includes a doctor serving
in the district hospital.
According to the health
department, as many as 120

Student posts ‘anti-
India’ slogan, held
for sedition

GREATER NOIDA: A 19-
year-old student from a Greater
Noida village has been arrested
for allegedly posting comments
on WhatsApp that could
“possibly disturb peace” in the
area. Police took suo motu
cognisance of the law and order
situation in Dungarpur town
and booked the student for
sedition. The arrest was made
around 10.30pm on Monday
near Dungarpur town in
Dankaur area, a day after the
student was booked for posting
a slogan perceived as anti-
national on WhatsApp. The
accused is a student of Class
XIL

samples of suspected patients
have been sent to the National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) for testing. The
NCDC is mandated with
testing of HIN1 virus cases
emanating from NCR. Swine
flu cases are on the rise in
neighbouring Ghaziabad also,
with 128 testing positive for
HIN1 virus between
December and February.

Officials transferred
ahead of polls

NOIDA: The UP government
has reshuffled several
officials in Noida and Greater
Noida ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections slated to be held
later this year. Six officials
were transferred from
Gautam Budh Nagar to other
districts while three officials
were transferred to Noida and
Greater Noida. Sanjay Kumar
Singh, special secretary of the
department of appointment
and personnel, issued the
transfer orders on Monday.
Anjani Kumar, deputy
collector and SDM of Dadri,
has been sent to Ballia as
deputy collector.

Farmers continue protest for 10th
day outside Noida Authority office

NOIDA: Scores of farmers
continued their protest in Noida
for a straight 10th day for
compensation in lieu of their
land acquired by the Noida
Authority over the years. The
farmers, including women,
have been squatting right
outside the authority's office in
Sector 6 and had so far denied
any talks with the officials
"inside the office". On
Thursday, a delegation of the
protestors, under the banner of
'Kisan Astitva Bachao
Andolan', convened by
Sukhveer Singh, went for talks
with authority and

Lack of funds may delay Film City car parking in Noida

GREATER NOIDA: When
the first plane takes off from
Jewar International Airport
sometime in the near future, the
name of a village with 480 land-
owning families will be the first
in the list of milestones that
would have made that flight
possible. The foundation stone
for one of the country’s biggest
infrastructure projects will be laid
at Ranhera, which will
contribute 100.59 hectares to the
pool of land needed for the
airport, and is one of the six
villages earmarked for land
acquisition. While the entire
1239.14-hectare acquisition in
Ranhera, Parohi, Rohi,
Kishorpur, Dayanatpur and
Banwaribas will take around

Loot, snatching spree in Noida’s
Phase 2 leaves commuters
worried, police clueless

NOIDA: Atleast a dozen cases
of loot and snatching in Noida’s
Phase 2 area have left
commuters worried about
travelling during night hours and
the police looking for clues. In
one of the attacks on Tuesday
night, three assailants who were
hiding behind bushes near aroad
abutting a cemetery in Sector
110 area targeted a 35-year-old
man, who was travelling on his
black Splendor (DL 5S W 7436)
bike around 10.30pm. Rashpal
Kumar, who works as a tailor in
a private company in Phase II,
said he was on his way home

when the three men wielding
bamboo sticks intercepted him
and asked him to hand over his
wallet and mobile phone. “I was
not carrying a mobile phone.
They demanded that I hand over
my wallet to them. When I told
them that [ was not carrying one,
they thrashed me with sticks.
One of them fled with my
motorbike. He pushed me to the
ground, I fell down and fainted,”
he said. After reaching home,
Rashpal and his family went to
the nearest police outpost to file
acomplaint but was apparently
told to come the next morning.

two months, the administration
is preparing for the foundation
stone-laying ceremony in the
first week of March by
completing acquisition in
Ranhera and Parohi. Balram
Singh, ADM (land acquisition)
said the administration has
prepared the files of 400
Ranhera farm owners. “We
have also prepared the files for
compensation for Parohi, where
134.19 hectares land will be
acquired. We will start awarding

Former Paytm vice-
president applies for
bail in HC

NOIDA: Former Paytm vice-
president Sonia Dhawan has
filed a bail application in the
Allahabad high court, with her
husband out of jail. The bail
plea, which has been applied
last week in the HC by Sonia’s
lawyers, will be listed at the
court in the coming days. Sonia
and her husband Roopak Jain
were arrested after being
accused by Paytm founder
Vijay Shekhar Sharma stealing
his personal data and trying to
extort him. According to Satish
Kumar, lawyer for the couple,
they have filed a bail application
in the Allahabad HC seeking
bail for Sonia last week.

compensation to the farm
owners from Friday. The farm
owners will directly receive
compensation in their bank
accounts to ensure
transparency,” he said. The
development of the airport and
relocation of families will take
place simultaneously over two
years. The administration has
prepared a rehabilitation and
resettlement (R&R) report for
the 8,971 affected families.
However, there are only 3,627
families whose houses will be
acquired and they will be
relocated. The affected families
will get 50% developed land
proportional to the covered area
of their houses (up to 500 square
metres and at least 50 sqm).

administration officials which
failed to find a way ahead.
"They are not ready to listen
to any of our demands in the
correct way. They are dilly-
dallying, making vague
statements like this is not our
responsibility," he told
protestors after the meeting.
"They are harassing the
farmers by delaying solution
for our problems," Singh added.
However, authority said the
meeting ended on a "positive
note" and added that along with
the district administration it has
been persuading the farmers
since day one for talks.

Scolded by dad for
bunking school, 14-
year-old ends life

NOIDA: A 14-year-old boy
allegedly committed suicide on
Wednesday by hanging himself
in the bathroom after his father
scolded him for bunking school.
Police said the Class VII
student was allegedly pulled up
by his father after he received
a phone call from his son’s
class teacher. “The teenager
studied in a school near his
house in Barola. After his class
teacher informed his father that
he had been falling short of
attendance, the latter scolded
the boy. Then the family
members got busy with their
daily chores,” a police official
at Sector 49 police station said.

Children's fight leads to Killing
of 'wrong man' in Greater Noida

NOIDA: A children's fightina
school led to the killing of a 45-
year-old man in a dramatic case
of mistaken identity in Greater
Noida, with police on Wednesday
arresting two men who had
allegedly planned the killing. The
police have also unearthed the
link between these episodes and
the robbery of an SUV, which
was used in the killing, a senior
official said. On February 3,
unidentified assailants had stolen
a Renault Duster from Kasna
police station area. They too had
arrived at the crime spot on a
Duster. On February 5, the killing
of a local, identified as Neeraj,
was reported from near a post

office, Senior Superintendent of
Police Vaibhav Krishna said.
"During probe, it emerged that
the vehicle was stolen by four
men with amotive to use it in the
February 5 killing. They were
targeting someone by the name
of Avadhesh, 45, who works in
the post office," he said. "But
instead they shot dead Neeraj,
who looked similar to Avadhesh.
Three men were involved in the
killing and all three have been
arrested. The fourth man, a
sharpshooter of the Anil Dujana
gang, was involved only in the
robbery, he is absconding and
searches are underway for him,"
Krishna said.
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