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cap wedding guests at 100

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: The
administrations of Noida and
Ghaziabad have decided to
restrict the number of guests at
weddings to 100, days after Delhi
put the cap on 50 visitors at each
venue. “Not just Delhi, Covid
cases are rising in Noida and
Ghaziabad too. Given this spurt,
we have decided to take a slew of
measures to ensure things don’t
spiral out of control in Ghaziabad.
So, we have decided to restrict
the number of guests to 100 at
each wedding venue,” said Ajay
Shankar Pandey, the district
magistrate of Ghaziabad. Many
people who had already booked
marriage halls across Delhi-NCR
have been left in a fix. Soon after
Delhi had announced the cap on

the number of guests, residents
had started looking for venues in
Noida and Ghaziabad to escape
the restriction. “A few days ago,
when the Delhi government
passed an order that only 50
guests could attend a wedding, I
had shifted the venue to
Ghaziabad. I booked a farmhouse
in Indirapuram because there
were no such restrictions till then.
But now that Noida and
Ghaziabad have also passed
similar orders, I don’t know what
to do,” said Roshan Mehra a
resident of Dilshad Garden whose
daughter is scheduled to get
married on November 25. On
November 25, at least 500
weddings are scheduled to take
place in Noida and Ghaziabad.
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EDITORIAL

Scorched earth politics: On Donald
Trump and U.S. democracy

The ferment in U.S. politics appears unabated weeks after one of
the most controversial election campaigns, with outgoing
President Donald Trump refusing to concede to his victorious
rival, Democratic President-elect Joe Biden. The irony is that
this outcome, which is inflicting damage on the fabric of U.S.
democratic systems, was all but a foregone conclusion, given
the impact of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic on mail-in voting,
and Mr. Trump’s repeated and ominous warnings that he would
not accept such votes as legitimate. The tectonic shift toward
mail-in voting in the 2020 election presumably stemmed from
voters’ desire to abide by social distancing norms through the
pandemic, which has had a far worse impact in the U.S. than
elsewhere. Yet apparently the same world view that led Mr. Trump
and his supporters to deride mask-wearing, social distancing
and a ban on large gatherings has led them to dismiss the
pandemic as a Democratic conspiracy to “steal the election”
from the incumbent, allegedly through massive voting fraud.
The truth is that even before this election, the rate of voting
fraud was statistically insignificant, according to non-partisan
studies. It is therefore unsurprising that despite Mr. Trump and
his supporters firing off a string of election-related lawsuits,
most legal manoeuvres of this sort have failed, leaving ever
fewer avenues for the Trump team to finagle the result from
certification.

However, even if all legal challenges foisted by Mr. Trump peter
out, the losers of this election may sabotage the transition
process to such an extent that it hobbles the Biden administration
taking charge on January 20, 2021, an act of calculated
vindictiveness aimed at throwing cold water on a democratically
elected successor. It appears that the Biden transition team is
not taking this possibility lightly, and is expediently seeking a
critical sign-off from the head of the General Services
Administration, the so-called “ascertainment” that is required,
recognising the “apparent successful candidate” in a presidential
election as a precursor to disbursing critical funds and
infrastructural resources to the next administration. To date, GSA
chief Emily Murphy has not officially recognised Mr. Biden’s
win, potentially denying his team up to $6.3 million that Congress
has appropriated for the transition process. Even if this barrier is
somehow transcended, Mr. Biden has a tough road ahead
because if Republicans hold the Senate, it is only through tireless
cat-and-mouse negotiations with Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell that Mr. Biden will be able to get his legislative
agenda and Cabinet and other government nominees passed in
the Upper House. Mr. Trump is doubtless emboldened by the 10
million-vote increase in his tally over 2016, but his final act of
intransigence is scorching the landscape of the incoming
administration, and thus harming the recovery prospects of the
country he claims to love.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

BRd WR Ts ¢oR H 4T oo, dladd dI Al
MRTATETS : AT FR_GST &3 H

& BT I g 22 AdER

s URBYT TRIg—d TR
TS TR A ThH g AT
gl |IHIR I8 BT B,
8 ¢ Tele B Jid 81
g, Safe aRaras W THR

B HYRT H I THR goldal
P forv fdet o | 9@ AT
gRETe® ISull |1 o7 | 9
&3 ¥ 23 TdER Bl GI§ g
IRBIAT THRIUE—d W TS

™I I G 8 TAT| BTEA

ook H qdg BT ¢ g9 47 |

& dI¢ IRIMUT ATTd BRR
g AT | gfer 9 uReHAreH
BT I T Bl GIY T |

TIUERN XTerds Rig = garan
f5 g% | <dg g ool Bl

ferhTeTdY JTeUdrTed §  f

I b ATs Bl desRk X
$9 ol B g IRIfT
BT AT PR RET © | BRATOM
@ UeTadl H 8 dlel 372Mh
HAR A qarT b 3T W18
de PAR T AT o | FYRT

SR T or | fafeeas |
Idg B g \Ifvd a =,
STafes Tooll a1 WY BT TR
qaTg ST Y&l 8 | TR & da%
P IR TR IR aTeAd
P ggaTT B FIRTGART BT |

TIRUPATI I.ltElf(l-llﬂ.l[ll

Ghaziabad, 22 November to 28 November 2020

SSlUrsTT ¥hed hev¥d 3% sfear
fSTetT TTfSTATeTe < SugeEa Sifam
I b gHeT YT gEwT, fear S|

TSTAETE : gelU~s< Whed
B 36 gfsAT e
miSrEE ® g Jed =
YHaR Pl Afedr TR Rerd
B wa7 & smaifoa uw
PRIHH H SUEIHA! of famer
YA I GATBIT Bl 3R ol
TRl & FHERA & Hag H
I TP wod fear| wfaf
qed A Ul WHRIRI |

AT I AT W PRI |
IugEEAl 7 ol wael @t
FARITAT DI GAT MR LT
<d BY "9 ¥ "o @ b
gSlls< Whod hewd @
TRITIET WR Sleg ol Foig form
SITQAT |

gelUrsC ¥hod hevs JATh
sfear Rrer miSramEre & afea

AR AR F qarT
& farer atrs are ¥ 1ol Temet
frafg ®u | 9zar @1
Yod—Ulcd 3“"10”5‘1 ‘{-I.'Clll?'k‘i
PR W B O faemeft faafy
fRrem g @ ® 2| g
AMAAEDI §RT ITAAIRY 4

SJelTg 2020 Td 11 R¥caR 2020
BT IJocted R gY I STHT
& HRA S N © | AR
D JIER Sl ARTHTIS
e /FHeT B 1T ST 3rHel
2 Tl B U gl Bl B
TRl H ST B & ol IR
TEl B |

SRESASIECKICIGRINIE RN
fe aft wpal A9 fass
SUHEIHAT ¥ YROIR 7RI
o & f 519 T srfeTae]
ERT Yed o1 9 8, a9 db
3 faenfT T el 9 dferd
PR Y UST—UISH DI qIfere
PR D AFANT Thedl Pl U=
@I ST |

BRIGH H A HAR AT
g AMAD T & ATl 0T
I, AT T, AT,
e RN, S Far 93,
srafwiet Rig affe ol wqpal
| HHoTHe 9ewI Ud Y

T BT A SURT o |

15-year-old sodomised in GNoida

GNOIDA: A 15-year-old boy has
been allegedly sodomised and
attacked with iron rods and
bamboo sticks by four men, as
he had mistakenly sprayed water
on the rice harvest in their fields
in a Greater Noida village. The
boy’s family has alleged that he
was also made to drink urine and
threatened with consequences if
he revealed his ordeal to anyone.
Three of the men have been
nabbed. “On November 10, while
working on one of the fields, my
son accidentally drained the rice

harvest, which was kept in a pile.
The next day, the four accused
arrived at our house around 1pm
in a white Maruti car and took him
with them,” his father told TBC.
The boy said that after he was
picked up from home, he was
lured for money and asked to
work for them. “When I refused,
they took me to a field and
sodomised me. I was beaten up
with an iron rod, plastic pipe and
bamboo sticks. I was made to
drink urine,” says the boy in a
video revealing his ordeal.

Trader leaves clinic after
call, found dead in his car

GHAZIABAD: A Hapur-based
trader identified as Rashid Ali,
who had gone missing on Friday,
was found dead in his car in
Masuri area on Saturday
morning. Police said he was
strangulated. “Rashid Ali was in
the sand business and had come
to Masuri from Hapur on Friday
to see a doctor as his wife was
unwell. When he was in the
hospital, he received a call and
shortly after he left the clinic
saying that he would return in
half-an-hour, but did not,” said
Neeraj Kumar Jadaun, SP (rural).
On Saturday morning, police
received information that Ali was
found dead in his WagonR car in
Nayphal area. Police then tracked
the number from which Ali had

received a call. “One Ayush had
issued the SIM card on forged
documents who revealed that
Ashish Choudhary and Vikas
Rathi had bought it. While
Ashish has been arrested, Vikas
is on the run. Ashish has told us
that one Jagveer Singh had
planned the murder,” he said.
Police informed TBC that Singh
is a history sheeter and was Ali’s
business rival. In another
incident, a woman who ran a tailor
shop, was stabbed to death in her
flat in Madhuban Bapudham on
Friday. “Investigation revealed
that the deceased had an
argument with one Manoj who
worked for her and in a fit of rage
he stabbed her,” said Abhishek
Verma, SP (city).
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YEIDA to float proposal
for 2 new cities at Tappal
Bajna, Vrindavan

GNOIDA: YEIDA will float RFP for
two new cities on Wednesday —
one for Tappal Bajna and another
for Vrindavan heritage city at Raya.
The Uttar Pradesh government has
approved the master plan of this
new city of Yamuna Authority. The
city will be builton 11,104 hectares.
Logistic and warehousing clusters
will be made in this city, which is
known as Tappal Bajna Urban
Center. Ofthis, 1794.4 hectares will
bereserved forindustries and 1608.3
hectares of mixed land use. Along
with this, provision of land will also
be made for other facilities of the
city. The city will be set up in 35
sectors. Vrindavan heritage city will
come up on the left of Yamuna
Expressway at Raya (Mathura) on
9350 hectares along the Yamuna
Expressway.
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Man in ‘suicide bid’ dies on way to hospital, girlfriend dumps body in flat

GHAZIABAD: A 24-year-old man,
who allegedly tried to hang
himself in a house in Gurugram
after a heated argument with his
sister over recharging the
electricity connection to her flat
in Indirapuram, died on the way
to hospital. Police said his
girlfriend panicked and instead of
informing the cops, she took the
body to the Indirapuram flat and
dumped it there with the help of a
guard. The body of Ajay Dandiyal,
who was from Dehradun, was
brought out of the flat in Niho
Scottish society after the guard
informed the local RWA members
and they, in turn, approached the
cops. The police are yet to trace
and question the woman. It was
on Tuesday that Ajay, a BCom
graduate, and his girlfriend had
come from Dehradun to live in the

flat of his sister, Arachana, in
Indirapuram. The flat had been
lying vacant since September last
year. As the electricity connection
had not been recharged for
months, the power supply to the
flat was snapped on Saturday
evening. “Around 7.45pm, the two
had come down to the society
gate to charge their phones. Half
an hour later, they hired a cab and
left for somewhere,” said Naresh
Chokkar, the president of the
apartment owners’ association at
Niho Scottish. According to the
police, Ajay and his girlfriend had
left for Gurgaon. Ajay’s girlfriend
was next seen at Niho Scottish
around 10.15am on Sunday. The
guard at the main gate said she
entered the society in a cab and
Ajay was sitting next to her, his
eyes shut. The woman allegedly

Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation to solve civic
complaints in 3 days, app to be launched soon

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC)
has fixed a turnaround time of 24
to 72 hours to resolve most of the
civic complaints it receives from
residents. Last month, the civic
body had launched a website
through which residents can
lodge complaints related to
sanitation, encroachment, street
lights, drains and stray animals
among other issues. Officials said
now, the corporation plans to
launch a mobile application for
such complaints. The initiative
was started on October 2 as a
pilot project. GMC commissioner
Mahendra Singh Tanwar said
they would soon publish a fresh
charter mentioning the time frame
needed to resolve each type of
complaint they get. “We are
trying to improve the response

time. The charter will inform the
public about the duration under
which they can expect a particular
work to be completed. Earlier, this
system was not in place and even
officials had no way to know the
status of a complaint without
going through the details of a
complaint. Now, all this would be
available at a click of the mouse,”
Tanwar told TBC. "The portal is
usually getting complaints
related to garbage being dumped
in the open, overflowing of water,
defunct tube wells and street
lights and illegal cowsheds in
their areas among others," said
GMC health officer Mithilesh
Kumar. According to official
data, 1,191 complaints were
received between October 2 and
November 5 and 1,076 have been
resolved.

told the guard Ajay was so drunk
that he couldn’t move. She took
the guard’s help and took Ajay to
his sister’s flat. After a while, when
Ajay’s girlfriend had already left
the society, the guard sensed
something amiss. “The guard told
me that a woman had come with a
man who was unconscious. She
told the guard that her friend was
too drunk to speak anything. The
two took the drunk man to the flat
and left him there,” Chokkar said.
After speaking to the guard,
Chokkar and a few others broke
into Archana’s flat and found Ajay
dead. The police were informed
and a team was sent from the local
police station within 15 minutes.
The Ghaziabad cops are trying to
piece together the events that may
have happened after the couple
left for Gurgaon. Sources said they

were taking help from their
counterparts in Gurgaon. Anshu
Jain, the circle officer of
Indirapuram, said Ajay’s body had
been sent for an autopsy and the
reports are awaited. The officer,
however, narrated a rough outline
of what preliminary investigations
had revealed. “Late on Saturday
night, the man had an argument
with his sister over recharging the
electricity connection. He was too
drunk then and the two were
staying in a house in Gurgaon
Sector 18. After the heated
exchange, he reportedly tried to
hang himself from the ceiling. We
are trying to find out what
provoked him,” Jain said. Ajay,
according to the police, was still
breathing when his girlfriend saw
him hanging early on Sunday
morning.

Ghaziabad-Aligarh tracks: With no fencing,
this stretch saw 20 deaths since January

GREATER NOIDA: With at least
20 suicides or accidents since
January this year, the Ghaziabad-
Aligarh stretch of the railway
track has become the new death
stretch in the region. While
suicides and accidents have
always been reported from this
portion of the track that covers
Ghaziabad, Chapraula, Maripat,
Bodaki, Dadri and stretches till
Kanpur, the lockdown has
resulted in more number of such
deaths, data indicates. While at
least 13 cases of suicides and
accidents have taken place on
the stretch of the railway track
passing through the Badalpur
police station in Gautam Budh
Nagar, at least seven were
reported from the Dadri and
Dankaur police station areas.
Railway employees point out that

in multiple cases, persons facing
mental stress and drunkards
simply lay down on railway tracks
deliberately or fall prey to the
speeding trains at the time of
crossing without heeding to the
warnings from local staff. On July
7 this year, Ramcharan Jatav (62),
who was a habitual drinker was
found dead after he was hit by a
train at the Chapraula crossing
around 6 pm. His son Kiranpal
told TBC that Ramcharan was in
an inebriated state and had a
fight with his wife, who worked
at a private company. He himself
was unemployed. In July again,
two young brothers and their
friend died when they were
sitting on the railway tracks with
their earphones on, failing to hear
the sounds of an incoming train
in Dadri area.

Metro to road, key projects stuck over funds, red tape

GHAZIABAD: From road to
cricket stadium and metro routes,
several key projects that were
conceived years ago in
Ghaziabad have hit hurdle over
issues ranging from funds to red
tape. Even though the pandemic-
induced restrictions have been
eased, there has been no official
word on when these projects
would be revived. The projects
that have remained stuck for
months now are the Hindon
Elevated Road-DND connector,
an international cricket stadium
in the city and two metro
extension routes — Noida
Electronic City to Vaishali and
Vaishali to Mohan Nagar line.
The road connector project
hasn’t made any headway since
it was conceived in 2018. “When
the Hindon Elevated Road was

launched two years ago, it cut the
travel time between Raj Nagar
Extension and UP Gate from 45 to
amere 10 minutes,” said a GDA
official. “It was then decided that
the flyover would be extended up
to DND in Noida, which would
have brought Faridabad, Noida
and Delhi much closer,” he
added. A consultant had even
proposed three routes and the
officials had chosen one that ran
parallel to a canal. The project
cost was pegged at Rs 586 crore.
However, implementing it on the
ground was easier said than done.
Since the road project involved
the authorities of Ghaziabad,
Delhi and Noida, the three were
supposed to share the funds.
Noida, officials said, was
reluctant in paying its share and
the project had to be stalled. “It

could be revived in the future,
but I don’t see any hope anytime
soon,” the official said. The two
metro extension lines were
conceived almost three years
ago. Since then, the DPR has been
changed at least three times.
“The projects would have
provided metro connectivity to
Noida and the interiors of trans-
Hindon areas. The estimated cost
of the project is over Rs 3,000
crore. It is yet to take off because
of funds crunch,” the official said.
GDA was milked of a substantial
amount in its coffers after it
contributed for a major portion of
the Dilshad-Garden-New Bus
Add metro extension line. This
time, too, the GDA was expected
to take the lead in funding the
projects. But the cash-strapped
development body insisted that

the state government bear the
cost. Conceived during the
erstwhile SP the
international cricket stadium is
another project that has
progressed little. “In 2018, the
project received a push when Yogi
Adityanath announced that it
would go on to become the
country’s biggest stadium. It
evoked a lot of interest, but after
some time, it fizzed out,” the official
said. The UP Cricket Association
readied a plan and acquired 35
acres in Raj Nagar Extension at a
cost of Rs 80 crore. But the project
had over issues of FAR. “The
board has been seeking an FAR
of 2.7 on 25 acres, but the GDA
wants the land use changed first.
This has resulted in a stalemate.
We can only keep our fingers
crossed,” the official said.
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Extend construction deadline by
2 years, RWAs write to UP CM

NOIDA: The Federation of Noida
Residents” Welfare Associations
(FONRWA) has written to chief
minister Yogi Adityanath
requesting him to grant an
extension of two years on the
construction deadline of private
plotted houses. The deadline set
by the state government was July
31,2021, and now the federation
has asked for it to be extended to
July 31,2023. The residents’ body
has cited job loss and
unavailability of adequate
labourers as the reasons for
seeking the extension.
“Construction activities for
government as well as private
housing projects were stopped
during the lockdown. Several
workers had gone back to their

Over 1,300 people without
masks penalised: Police

NOIDA: Over 1,300 people who were
found without face masks at public
places were issued challans across
Noida and Greater Noida amid the
Covid-19 outbreak, police said on
Sunday. Police commissioner Alok
Singh has directed officials to challan
those people who are found not
adhering to Covid-19 protocols in
public places, a statement said. "A
total of 1,312 people were issued
challans (on Saturday) for not wearing
face coverormask while inpublicplace
andRs 1.31 lakh were collected from
them in fines," it added. The district
police on Friday had issued challans
toover 1,200 people across Noida and
Greater Noida over similar violations.
Police have appealed to people to
follow Covid-19 protocols like wearing
face masks and practising social
distancing while outdoors and
warned action against offenders.

hometowns/villages and that
brought everything to a
standstill,” Yogendra Sharma, the
president, FONRWA. He added,
“We are getting requests from
residents of various sectors in
Noida seeking an extension for
the completion of projects on
plots allotted by the Noida
Authority. Hence we have
written to the chief minister
requesting for an extension till
July 31,2020.” The federation has
said that is it not possible to
construct the houses within
such a short time period now.
“The pandemic has affected us
in a big way, especially the
lockdowns, which have brought
social and economic lives to a
standstill.

Second degree college to
be built in Jewar by 2021

JEWAR: Students from Jewar will
no longer have to go to
Bulandshahr, Meerut, Ghaziabad or
Delhi for higher education as a
second co-ed degree college will be
built at Rabupura town at a cost of
Rs 10 crore. Jewar MLLA, Dhirendra
Singh, conducted a bhoomi puja for
the college on Sunday along with
some locals. Another degree college
for girls on Jewar-Govindgarh road
was earlier sanctioned by the state
government at a cost of Rs 12 crore
under the Prime Minister Jan Vikas
Program in October 2019. It is
currently under construction. Both
colleges are expected to be ready
by next year. Singh further added
that while Gautam Budh Nagar had
many universities and colleges in
urban areas, its rural areas
languished.

Festive week impacts Covid hospitals, occupancy
rates of beds on the rise in Noida, Ghaziabad

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: Beds in
intensive care units (ICU) in both
Noida and Ghaziabad’s Covid
hospitals are nearly at capacity,
and the overall occupancy rates
are steadily increasing, as the
number of cases has surged on
the districts since the start of this
month. According to official data,
the occupancy rate in Gautam
Budh Nagar’s five private Covid
hospitals is between 80% and
85%. Meanwhile, in the private
Covid hospitals in Ghaziabad, the
occupancy rate of ICU beds
surged from 50% on November 3
to 81.2% on Friday. Ghaziabad has
13 private hospitals with a total of
1,009 beds, of which 165 are in ICUs.
As many as 134 such beds were
occupied on Friday while 74 of 148
ICUs beds were occupied on

Noida & Greater Noida residents complain of untended
garbage, open sewers, dust pollution

NOIDA/ GNOIDA: Dust
pollution, untended garbage and
construction material on roads
and vacant plots are some of the
complaints from residents of over
halfa dozen sectors in Noida and
Greater Noida. While interlocking
tile work is pending completion
in Sector 52 since last year
leading to dust pollution for early
morning walkers as sanitation
staff clean the sidewalks at the
same time, Sector 19 RWA
complained of a disputed vacant
plot of 20,000 sqm popularly
known as the Shani Bazar Ground
near the Head Post Office as a
den for leftover garbage,
construction material and home
to stray animals. Greater Noida
residents also complain of
untended construction material in

Lockdown effect: 1 lakh flats
could be delayed in Noida

NOIDA: Around 1 lakh flats in
Noida and Greater Noida that
were supposed to have been
delivered by the end of this year
could be delayed further, with
builders citing the lockdown and
mass exodus of migrant workers
for not being able to complete the
projects in time. After the
lockdown put the brakes on
construction, the builders had
been given a six-month extension
to complete their projects. But
now, the developers have sought
another six months, citing the
shortage of labourers during the
festive season. Builder groups
such as Naredco (National Real
Estate Development Council) and
Credai (Confederation of Real
Estate Development Authority of
India) have made fresh appeals

to the Uttar Pradesh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (UP-Rera)
to give them another extension.
According to builder estimates,
around 50,000 flats were fresh
deliveries that were supposed to
have been completed this year.
But there is a bunch of 50,000
more that are due from previous
years. So, there are 1 lakh flats in
total that are now supposed to
be delivered in the first few
months of next year. “The
lockdown itself led to migration
of labourers. Then, there was an
issue with material procurement.
So, timelines have been derailed
by at least six-eight months. At
least 50,000 flats were slated to
be completed this year,” said Amit
Modi, vice-president of Credai
(western UP).

Alpha 1 and garbage in
Knowledge Park areas. “In many
sectors, dust has accumulated on
the pavements/footpaths which
flies in the air even when there is
minor wind blowing and while
sanitation staff carry out the
sweeping thereon. Even in some
sectors, wherein fixation of tiles
work has been undertaken, it is
being done at snail's pace. For
example, the requisite work in
Sector 52 commenced about a
year back but regrettably, all the
blocks, such as B and D have not
yet been covered. As a result
early morning walkers as well as
routine office goers face dust
pollution from these areas,” said
AN Dhawan chief patron
Janshakti Sewa Samiti, a GB
Nagar residents’ body. While

Three criminals arrested
after gunfight with cops
in Greater Noida

NOIDA: Three suspected
criminals were arrested in Uttar
Pradesh's Greater Noida after a
gunfight in which two of them
sustained injuries, police said on
Saturday. The accused were held
near the Maicha underpass on the
Eastern Peripheral Expressway,
under the Dadri police station
limits, late Friday night, a senior
official said. Deputy
commissioner of police, Greater
Noida, Rajesh Kumar Singh said
the trio was involved in cases of
loot in the region, and most
recently, they had robbed two
tractors from a showroom by
holding it's security guard
hostage. "On November 16, they
had fled with two tractors after
holding the showroom's security
guard hostage.

Dhawan has written a letter to
Noida Authority CEO Ritu
Meheshwari urging that it is
imperative and to fix the
interlocking tile work at
accelerated speed at Sectors 52,
51,31, 30 and more, Laxmi Narain
RWA general secretary sector 19
told TBC that senior citizens and
other residents suffering from
chronic diseases are facing
trouble due to the rising pollution
in the area. “A huge plot No. B-
183 A popularly known as Shani
Bazar Ground near the Head Post
Office in Sector 19 is the main
trouble point.

November 3. The occupancy rates
in private Covid hospitals
increased from 45% on November
3t0 57% on November 10 and 60%
on November 13. On Thursday, 592
(63.4%) out of 934 beds were
occupied, while of 110 (74.32%) of
148 ICU beds were occupied. A day
later, 678 (67.2%) of the 1,009 beds
were occupied and 134 (81.2%) of
165 ICU beds were occupied.
Meanwhile, in GB Nagar, three
government Covid hospitals have
seen arise in the number of patients
— from 78 in October to 89 in early
November to around 120-133 in the
last couple of days. Nearly 40% of
them are in ICUs. Dr Sunil Dagar,
COO of Yashoda Hospital,
Kaushambi, said: “Our hospital is
running to full capacity, including
general beds and ICU beds.

One dead as bike crashes into
Yamuna Expressway railing

GNOIDA: A 40-year-old man
travelling with his family on his
motorcycle from Delhi to Jewar
via the Yamuna Expressway
died after his bike crashed into
the side railing of the
carriageway at around 3.30pm
on Thursday. Police suspect he
had dozed off around Dankaur
area and lost control of the
vehicle. His wife and one of their
two children suffered injuries,
and he succumbed to his
injuries at a private hospital the
same night. “He lost control of
his vehicle after he possibly
dozed off for a short time while
riding. His vehicle hit the
railing. The man got a deep cut
in his neck from the sharp edges
of the railing. His wife and kids
were thrown at a side,” a police
officer said.

Key accused in Rs 3,500 crore ‘Bike
Bot’ scam held at Delhi airport

MEERUT: One of the main
accused in a multi-crore marketing
scam was arrested from Delhi
airport soon after his arrival from
Dubai on Friday. Dinesh Pandey
had allegedly laundered Rs 150
crore received by Garvit
Innovative Private Limited (GIPT)
— the company behind the Rs
3,500-crore ‘Bike Bot’ scam — to
construction projects, land deals
and trusts, said EOW officials in
Meerut probing the case. GIPT
has duped around 2.25 lakh
investors in UP, Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh, officials said.
Firm assets worth Rs 103 crore
attached The Noida-registered
company had in 2018 came out
with a multi-level marketing
scheme, ‘Bike Bot’, luring
investors with a promise to

double their investment within a
year. It asked investors to pay Rs
62,100 for a motorcycle taxi,
assured them monthly returns
and also double their
investments in one year. In July,
ED had also registered a case and
attached assets worth over Rs103
crore of the company. Pandey’s
arrest comes a day after another
accused, Vinay Sharma, chief
executive officer of Noble
Cooperative Bank in Noida, was
arrested from his Greater Noida
residence. He returned Rs 60
crore, but the remaining amount
is unaccounted for.” According
to officials, Pandey received Rs
150 crore from Bhati and Vijendra
Hooda, one of the promoters of
GIPT, without any written
agreement.
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