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Mob beats up Muslim man
who was at Ghaziabad court
to marry Hindu woman

Ghaziabad : A mob suspected
to be members of a right-wing
organisation allegedly beat up
a Muslim man and damaged
his car Monday afternoon after
he arrived at the city’s tehsil
to marry a Hindu woman.
Local police said on Tuesday
that they had taken suo motu
cognisance of the incident late
Monday night and booked two
suspects ~who  were
accompanied by more than
half a dozen unidentified
perople and thrashed the man.
Sahil Khan (24), a resident of
Salarpur near Banghel in Noida
and native of Bhopal in Madhya

Pradesh and Preeti Singh of
Bijnor in western Uttar
Pradesh had arrived at the
tehsil to register their marriage.
“They had come to the tehsil
to get married and this
information was somehow
leaked to the people seen in the
mob. A video has also surfaced
which was shot by a passerby.
The police have taken a suomotu
cognisance and lodged an FIR.
The people in the mob who
thrashed the man on the road will
be identified soon and strictaction
will be taken,” said Vaibhav
Krishna, senior superintendent of
police at Ghaziabad.
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EDITORIAL

Imran Khan brings little
hope for Pakistan’s future

It is commonplace to see media reports calling elections
wherever they happen historic and uniquely important. The
Wednesday election in Pakistan was no different. Indeed,
Pakistan is standing at a crossroads and this election could
indeed have been a game changer. However, it was not to
be. Going by the numbers at the time this editorial was
written, it looks like Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) will come to power. However, the strings will
continue to be pulled by the Pakistan army. Khan, a star
cricketer-turned-politician, owes his rise to the army—the
most powerful actor in Pakistan’s domestic affairs. From
underperforming in the last election in 2013 and complaining
of rigging, Khan and Pakistan have come a long way. Most
other non-PTI parties are today complaining of rigging and
Khan is sitting pretty at the top. It is important to understand
why Khan’s ascent seems to be a missed opportunity for
Pakistan and the region. One, this would be only the second
time in Pakistan’s history when a peaceful transition of
power is happening from one civilian government to another.
The first instance, in 2013, was clearly the more significant
one. The mandate that Sharif won five years ago was
largely on his own. Sharif had himself started his political
career as a protege of the Pakistan army in the 1980s.
Over time, though, he realized the pitfalls of befriending
the army. In 2006, Sharif and his political rival, the late
Benazir Bhutto of the Pakistan’s Peoples Party (PPP),
signed a “Charter of Democracy” where the two pledged
“not to solicit the support of military to come into power or
to dislodge a democratic government”.

After coming to power in 2013 with a handsome mandate,
Sharif started to assert himself. He attended the swearing-
in-ceremony of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
put the former military dictator Pervez Musharraf on trial.
He carved out an approach, divergent to the army’s, in
securing domestic peace with terrorist groups. But the army
wasn’t going to be a mute spectator and today, Sharif and
his daughter—his political heir—are behind bars. The army
has taken full control of internal security and external policy.
Musharraf is spending time in London, far away from
institutions of accountability in Pakistan.

In order to cut Sharif and his party, the Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz), or PML-N, to size, the Pakistan army
has supported multiple protest movements against the
civilian government in the last five years. One such protest
was led by Khan and a religious preacher named Tahirul
Qadri in 2014. The army’s tacit support to the protesters
was widely seen as a “soft coup” in operation, and marked
the beginning of Khan’s ascent in national politics.

Two, the weak Pakistani institutions have been further
decimated in the run up to the election. The judiciary and
the anti-corruption watchdog are playing to the tune of
Rawalpindi. The media has been put under immense levels
of strain and censorship. The army has openly played
favourites in the election even as the election commission
of Pakistan looked on: defections were engineered within
the PML-N, terrorists were allowed to field candidates,
political parties were broken up by the “deep state”, and
no less than the army chief indicated his support for select
political parties like the Balochistan Awami Party.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Residents of 64 ﬂats in Ghazmbad housmg societies evacuated after road cave-in

Ghaziabad : The residents of
64 flats at two Ghaziabad
apartment complexes were
evacuated after an adjacent
road caved in due to torrential
rainfall over the last 24 hours,
threatening to weaken their
foundations. Ghaziabad
District Administration (GDA)
officials fear that flow of
rainwater into the crater
formed due to the road cave-
in could affect the structural
integrity of two adjacent
apartment complexes in
Vasundhara’s Sector 4C, more
so because the showers are
expected to continue till
Saturday. They have roped in
engineers from the Central
Road Research Institute
(CRRI) to assess the strength
of the buildings belonging to the
Vartalok and Pragya Kunj

housing societies. “We have
relocated the residents of 64
flats, including those from
nearby Pragya Kunj, to vacant
ones in safer wings. The road
repair work will continue till

late at night,” said Rajiv
Kumar, RWA president of
Vartalok Society. Residents
said they were being extra
cautious in the wake of the
recent collapse of two
buildings in Greater Noida.
Causing additional concern to

Signature Global to invest Rs 100
cr on shopping mall at Ghaziabad

New Delhi : Realty firm
Signature Global, which is into
affordable housing, today said it
will invest Rs 100 crore to
develop its first shopping mall at
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh
(UP). In this mall, the Delhi-
based company is also
developing 80-rooms serviced
apartments/suites to be
managed by hospitality firm
Clarks Premier. The total
saleable area is 1 lakh sq ft in
this shopping mall, which is
expected to be operational by the
end of the next year. This is the
first project of the company in
UP. Signature Global is coming
up with its maiden retail venture
'Signature Global Mall' at
Vaishali, Ghaziabad with a total
investment of Rs 100 crore, the
company said in a statement.

Betting racket busted
in Noida, doctor and
industrialists among
15 arrested

Noida : A betting racket was
busted on Wednesday and 15
people, including a builder, a
doctor, bank managers and
share brokers, were arrested
from a rented apartment in
Noida Sector 45. A police team
from the Sector 39 station
searched a flat in Amrapali
Sapphire in Sector 45 around
Ipm on Wednesday when a
betting game was on.

The investment would comprise
of land and construction cost
which will be met by internal
accruals, it added. The
company in the last year had
raised Rs 200 crore fund from
private equity player KKR. The
Delhi-based firm had raised Rs
150 crore from ICICI Prudential
in2016. "Location being the key
to the successful investment,
Signature Global Mall is opening
at the very close vicinity to the
residential areas of Vaishali and
other parts of NCR," said
Pradeep Aggarwal, co-founder
and chairman of Signature
Global. The company has
launched 9 affordable housing
projects, comprising about 9,400
units in Rs 15-25 lakh price
range, in Gurugram, in the last
three years of its operations.

ofﬁ01als is the meteorologlcal
department’s prediction of
more heavy showers on Friday
due to the existence of two
rain-triggering systems
cyclonic circulation and the
creation of a low-pressure area
over the region. The rainfall is
expected to abate only by
Saturday. Rajesh Kumar, a
resident of Ganga Khand block
in Vartalok, said a school bus
had passed through the road
moments before it caved in

around 7.30 am. “I helped my
child into the school bus and
was walking home when I
heard a thud. Upon hurrying
back, I found that a major
portion of the road had
collapsed,” he added. Teams
of the National Disaster
Response Force, civil police
and district administration
reached the site of the cave-in
soon afterwards. “It is our
assessment that more inflow
of water into the crater will
further damage the four
neighbouring towers. We must
stem the heavy flow of water into
the crater and bridge the
damaged portion of the road
immediately,” an official said.
However, district officials said
they would also get a technical
team to inspect the nearby
buildings. “We believe that any

impact on the strength of the
buildings should be assessed by
a technical team. So, we have
asked CRRI engineers to help in
this regard, and requested the
Avas Vikas and municipal
corporation officials to fillup the
crater. The inflow of water into
the crater has been plugged, and
we have begun pumping out
water to prevent further
damage,” said additional district
magistrate (city) Himanshu
Gautam. Three people were
killed in the heavy rainfall that
began lashing Noida, Greater
Noida, Ghaziabad and East Delhi
from Wednesday night. While
two minors died in wall collapses
in Shaheed Nagar and Khoda, a
40-year-old man succumbed to
suspected electrocution in
Indirapuram’s Shipra Suncity
Housing Complex.

Heavy rains lash Delhi, waterlogging
leads to trafﬁc congestwns

Ghaziabad : The national
capital woke up to heavy rains
and had to face waterlogging
and traffic snarls at various
places of the city for the
second consecutive day on
Friday. The meteorological
(MeT) department warned of
moderate to heavy rains
throughout the day. The Delhi
police has been alerting the
commuters about the routes
that can be avoided. The
Safdarjung observatory, the
recording of which is
considered the official figure
for the city, registered 45.8 mm
of rainfall between 5.30 pm on
Thursday and 8.30 am on
Friday, while the Palam
observatory recorded 37.4 mm
of precipitation during the

same period. The Lodhi Road

observatory received 51.8 mm
of rains and the ridge area
recorded 46.2 mm, while
Ayangar recorded 41.9 mm of
rainfall, an official of the MeT
department said. Waterlogging
was reported at Zakir Hussain
college, near Ramlila Maidan,
and civic centre in central

Delhi. Heavy traffic
congestion was reported at
RTR Marg in the carriageway
from Vasant Kunj towards
airport. Waterlogging has also
caused congestion at Okhla
Mandi, Badarpur railway
underpass, Under IP flyover,
Under Modi mill flyover,
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, etc.

Heavy rain in Delhi-NCR causes trafﬁc jams, waterlogging; more predicted

Ghaziabad : Heavy rain through
Wednesday night and Thursday
morning wreaked havoc in parts
of Noida, Greater Noida
Ghaziabad and east Delhi, leading
to a road cave-in, building and
wall collapses, water-logging in
colonies and inside buildings, and
long traffic jams in various parts
ofthe National Capital Region.A
14-year-old girl was killed after
aportion of a house collapsed in
Shaheed Nagar in Ghaziabad,
while another minor boy sustained
injuries after a wall collapsed in

Khoda. In another incident, a 40-
year-old man died after
suspected electrocution inside the
Shipra Suncity housing complex
in Indirapuram, Ghaziabad. In
Vasundhara’s Sector 4C, 64
families living in Vartalok Society
evacuated the building in panic

after the cave-in which led to a
crater nearly 20 feet deep and
35 feet long prompted fears of
structural damage to the
apartment complex. Gautam
Budh Nagar recorder 33mm of
rain on Thursday and Ghaziabad
23.2mm. According to the
meteorological department data,
the rainfall in Gautam Budh
Nagar was 667% higher than
normal and in Ghaziabad it was
205% higher than normal for a
single day during July.
Meteorological department

officials have forecast more
heavy showers on Friday due to
two rain-triggering systems
cyclonic circulation and the
creation of a low-pressure area
inthe region. The intensity of the
rain will decrease on Saturday,
they said. In Delhi, water-logging
was reported from Jagatpuri,
Sarita Vihar, Dwarka Link Road,
Mayapuri Chowk, Dwarka
More, Minto Road, Geeta Colony
and stretches between Sarai
Kale Khan and Nizamuddin,
Badarpur and Ashram.
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Noida, Ghaziabad have ‘good’ air for the first time in years

Ghaziabad : Pollution in the
cities of Noida and Ghaziabad
is at an all-time low, with the air
quality over the past 24 hours
remaining in the ‘good’ category
for the first time since both cities
started monitoring pollution.
Pollution control officials said
the rains have helped reduce the
dust in the environment. To fall
in the ‘good’ category, the air
quality index has to be less than
50. The air quality index of Noida
was 44 and that of Ghaziabad
was 47 on Saturday the lowest
it has ever been since ambient
air quality monitoring systems
were set up in the two districts.
Greater Noida also recorded a
lower AQI at 50, but remained

in the ‘satlsfactory’ category.
The AQI has been in the
satisfactory to moderate
category through most of July
for Noida and Greater Noida.
Ambient air quality monitoring
devices were installed in Noida
in June 2017 and in Ghaziabad
in May 2017. In the past 25
months, Noida has not seen a
single day of good air while the
situation has been worse in
Ghaziabad over the last 26
months. Officials said that the

Ghaziabad dance trainer arrested for
allegedly raping 16-yr-old, his
parents held for extortion

Ghaziabad : The Sahibabad
police on Thursday arrested
a 24-year-old dance trainer
for allegedly raping a 16-
and-a-half-year-old student
who attended his classes.
The police said that they
have also arrested the
accused’s parents, who
were allegedly involved in
extorting money from the
girl. The police said that the
incident came to light when
the girl’s family, who live in
Shalimar Garden,
approached the Sahibabad
police and filed a complaint
alleging rape and extortion
against Sumit Ghosh, alias

Rudra, who runs a dance
academy in Rajendra Nagar.
“The family said that the
accused had been exploiting
the girl for nearly one year.
He allegedly threatened the
girl that he shot some videos
of hers and would make
them public if she failed to
bring him money from
home,” Dr Rakesh Mishra,
circle officer (Sahibabad),
said.

air quality was poor even before
the automatic monitoring devices
were installed. However, there
was no mechanism for a daily
check and an index for
comparison. According to
officials, the pollution level has
reduced due to constant
enforcement throughout the
year, as well as special drives
by Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board (UPPCB),
mostly during the winter. “This
year, the enforcement continued
throughout the year. There was
strict monitoring and penalty for
all polluting commercial units,
industries and construction sites.
Noida and Greater Noida are
zero tolerance zones for dust

pollution and we review the
situation every Friday,” B N
Singh, district Magistrate,
Gautam Budh Nagar, said.He
added that action has been taken
to control pollution by various
departments, including the Noida
and Greater Noida authorities and
the fire department. The major
pollutants in the area are
particulate matter (PM)10 and
PM2.5. Particulate matter
increases in the air due to
construction activities and road
dust. Officials said the seasonal
reduction during monsoon shows
that the pollution level in Noida
and Ghaziabad can easily be
controlled by keeping dust in
check.

GNoida gang steals 1,252 brand
new Vivo phones, three arrested

Noida : Police arrested three
persons on charges of stealing
1,252 brand new mobile
phones of Vivo make on
Wednesday night in Greater
Noida. The accused had
allegedly stolen the phones
from the company’s transport
vehicle on July 14. The
arrested were identified as
Abhishek Giri, Chetan Kumar
and Suresh Kumar, all hailing
from Aligarh. “We received a
tip-off from an informant that
three persons involved in
mobile phone thefts from Vivo
company might be present
near Vinod Bhati roundabout
in Eco Tech 1 area. We setup
a checkpoint and arrested the

trio. They were also carrying
a countrymade pistol and two
knives,” Sunil Kumar Singh,
station house officer, Eco Tech
1 police station, said. According
to police, the three men, on
questioning, revealed that they
had stored the remaining 1,252
stolen phones in a rented room
in Eco Tech 1 village. “We
recovered the stolen items
after a raid in the early hours
of Thursday. Now, we have
recovered all phones,” Singh
said.

Rajasthan businessman arrested in Jamshedpur for Rs 10 crore GST fraud

Delhi : The Directorate of
Goods and Services Tax
Intelligence (DGGI) arrested a
Rajasthan-based businessman
on Tuesday for evading Rs
10.50 crore in taxes after a
nation-wide crackdown
against tax evasion unearthed
a series of inter-state
fraudulent transactions based
on fake invoices issued by fake
companies to avail input tax
credit (ITC) benefits. “We
arrested Dinesh Vyas director
of Shrimali Industries Pvt Ltd
and proprietor of Vaibhav
Enterprises and Shrinali Alloys
under provisions of GST Act-
2017 and remanded him to
judicial custody here on
Tuesday. He has been detected

as the main person behind the
entire conspiracy along with
dew unidentified others at this
point of time,” Dharamjit
Kumar, joint director, DGGI-
Jamshedpur, said. “Their
modus operandi was to
generate and procure fake
invoices without actual receipt
or supply of goods or services
and thereby facilitating and
availing irregular ITC causing
huge revenue loss to the
government exchequer,”
added Dharmajit Kumar.
Earlier on Monday, DGGI
Jaipur zonal unit had busted a
similar racket of generating
fraudulent bills and invoices to
claim ITC without depositing
the actual GST amount with

the government. The gang was
also involved in generating
GST registration number in
names of dead people by using
fake addresses. Vyas came
here on Tuesday after being
summoned by DGGI following
which he was arrested and
produced in the special court
of Judge YC Verma which sent
him to judicial custody. DGGI
officials said they would take
Vyas on remand soon for
further investigation. Vyas
denied the charges and told
the media that he has been
trapped. “I was not aware
that the invoices were fake.
[ am the actual victim. [ will
fully cooperate with the
investigating agency,” he

said. “Preliminary
investigation has revealed
that Shrinali Industries
(Jodhpur and Gandhidham),
Vaibahv Enterprises
(Jodhpur) and Shrinali Alloys
(Gandhidham) received fake
invoices from Sidhi Vinayak
Metal and Salt Pvt Ltd
(Bokaro) and Ridhi Sidhi
Enterprises (Jaipur) without
actually receiving any goods
or services from them. The
said three companies also
claimed ITC worth over Rs
10 crore on the basis of such
fake invoices from these two
companies located in Boakro
and Jaipur,” a senior DGGI
official said on condition of
anonymity.
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Patanjali’s mega food
park to also take off

Lucknow : Patanjali’s Rs
6,000 crore mega food park,
proposed to be set up on 425
acres of land along the Yamuna
Expressway, will finally be a
part of the groundbreaking
ceremony to be presided over
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here this weekend, after
Baba Ramdev’s herbal
company threatened to shift
the project out of UP last
month. This may be the state’s
first mega food park to see the
light of the day in the next
couple of years, after sanction
for the Amethi mega food park
was cancelled around three

Delhi woman comes
to enquire about
course, ‘jumps’ off
college building

New Delhi : A 25-year-old
woman, who had gone to
enquire about master’s
programme at Vivekananda
Institute of Professional Studies
in Pitampura, allegedly jumped
from its seventh floor on
Thursday, police said. The
woman, identified as Varisha
Raees, worked at a private firm
in Rajendra Place. “She was
found roaming on the seventh
floor of the college by two
professors who asked her what
she was doing there. She told
them that she wanted to enquire
about when the admissions for
the masters course would start.

years ago on some technical
grounds. “The groundbreaking
ceremony will also see the
launch of Patanjali’s mega
food park proposed to be set
up in Greater Noida,” said
principal secretary,
horticulture, Sudhir Garg. The
project might be completed
within three years after the
launch, he said. According to
Garg, the Yamuna Expressway
Authority had made the land
available for the project which
was sanctioned by the Central
government. The Centre
would provide subsidy for
setting up the project.

Yogi first CM to visit 75 districts
in16 months, now wants results

Lucknow : Yogi Adityanath
became the first UP chief
minister to cover all 75 districts
of the state in just 16 months
as he flew from Etah to
Hathras on Monday. The
exercise is part of his party’s
outreach initiative ahead of the
2019 Lok Sabha polls. Barely
a day before, he had sent out a
terse message to the
bureaucracy on Sunday while
visiting Farrukhabad, the 73rd
district in his itinerary. “So far,
I was watching, observing,
deciphering. Now, [ will act. I
want results,” Adityanath
warned officers. The

government will now also keep
awatch on whether the number
of complainants travelling to
Lucknow from across the state
dipped, stayed constant or
increased. “Accountability will
be fixed, for sure,” an official
considered close to the chief
minister said. With general
elections less than a year away,
Adityanath’s team is drawing
up a list of priorities and

A windowless room the size of a car was
home to 3 Delhi sisters who died of starvation

New Delhi : A narrow road
branches off from the newly
built Rs 800-crore Meerut-Delhi
expressway leading to a
congested neighbourhood
known to city residents as Talab
Chowk in east Delhi’s
Mandaweali. Itis a bleak place,
dotted with potholed roads,
tightly packed houses, with the
stench of garbage permeating
throughout the neighbourhood.
On Thursday, Talab Chowk shot
into the limelight with politicians
cutting across party lines making
arush to the place after medical
reports confirmed that three
minor sisters — Mansi (8),
Shikha (4) and Parul (2)— had
died inthe area due to starvation.

Contractor of Greater Noida building
had no construction expertise

Greater Noida : The police
have filed an FIR against 24
people, including a contractor
named Qasim, who constructed
one of the two buildings in
Greater Noida that collapsed on
Tuesday night and killed nine
innocent people. Qasim is the
contractor of the constructed
building that housed at least one
family. It is alleged that the
building had a weak foundation
and poor construction material
was used. The National
Disaster Response Force
(NDREF) officials said that the
building was constructed using
large quantity of sand instead
of mixing adequate quantity of
cement to build a solid

foundation, walls, columns and
roof strong enough to bear the
weight of the floors. Qasim,
along with four others, who
were arrested by the police is
considered as an expert in
developing unauthorised
buildings in Shahberi village.
The police have filed an FIR
under sections 304, 288, 337,
338 and 427, etc. against 19
persons that include land
owners, property agent and
builders.

The parents of the children —
Mangal Singh and Beena —
had moved into their new house,
a 7x7 windowless room, on
Saturday after their shanty ina
nearby slum was destroyed in
the rain. The room has a wooden
cot, a chair, handful of utensils
and a wall calendar. Three days
after the deaths were reported,
the father of the girls, Mangal, a
rickshaw puller and a labourer,
continues to  remain
untraceable. His wife Beena,
who is mentally unstable, has
failed to tell the police how the
kids remained deprived of food
or where her husband was.
“These rooms are not meant
for a family of five. There are

Delhi man shoots
woman dead, takes
her to hospital
before fleeing

New Delhi : A woman, a
resident of Dilshad Garden,
died after being shot in the
stomach, police said. The
suspected killer got her
admitted to Swami Dayanand
Hospital before fleeing. She
died during treatment at the
hospital, police maintained.
Police registered a case of
murder and destruction of
evidence but are yet to confirm
the motive behind the killing.
Police said the suspected killer
who was yet to be arrested till
Thursday evening is also a
Dilshad Garden resident and
deals in car accessories.

atleast 10-12 such rooms in the
building and around 40 people
live here, most of who are
labourers, rickshaw pullers or
slum dwellers. Beena’s family
was very poor,” said
Manorama, who lives inaroom
right in front of Beena’s. “We
hardly got to see them in the
past three days until the death
of her kids came to light. The
kids never came out of the
room since the family moved in.
Beena too would barely
speak,” she said. Rajni, another
occupant of the building, said
Beena was not in her senses
and defecated in her clothes
while the police was taking her
away on Thursday.

problem areas. As if on cue,
chief secretary Anup Chandra
Pandey held meetings and
instructed officials to ensure
that the benefits of various
schemes reached those for
whom they were intended.
Mrityunjay Kumar, the chief
minister’s advisor, confirmed
that Adityanath now has a
better understanding of the
state’s problems after having
done his homework, first by
sitting through department
presentations well past midnight
soon after taking over and then
following it up with tours across
the state in record time.

Free treatment in
hospitals to only Delhi
residents: Kejriwal

New Delhi : Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said free
treatment in government
hospitals will only be given to
the capital’s residents as a
large number of outstation
patients had increased in the
city. “Due to a huge
improvement in Delhi
government hospitals and free
treatment, the no of patients
have increased tremendously,
mostly outstation patients.
“Services to Delhi’s citizens
suffering. Therefore, a
decision taken to provide free
treatment to only Delhi
residents,” Kejriwal said in a
series of tweets.

Noida : Two dead as wall of under-
construction building collapses in Noida

Noida : A four-year-old boy
and a daily wager were killed,
while two daily wagers were
injured, when a part of the
basement wall of an under-
construction building in
Bahlolpur village in Sector 63
collapsed on Friday morning.
According to residents, the
incident occurred around 10am
in A block, Sector 63. “Nearly
15 daily wagers were working
at the site. It was raining at the
time. All of a sudden, the wall
of the under-construction
basement, where the daily
wagers were working,
collapsed. One of the daily
wager’s children was also
playing there. He, along with

three daily wagers, were
trapped under the rubble. After
they were rescued by locals,
the boy, Himanshu was taken
to a private hospital in Sector
62 where he was declared
dead on arrival. The others,
including his parents, Kosa and
Prakash, were taken to SJM
hospital, Chhajarsi, in Sector
63,” said Rameshwar, an
eyewitness.
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